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It is impossible to read without indignation the assertion 
published in the Bucharest “Universul" that the Ru
manians were persecuted and oppressed in pre-War 

Hungary. It would be an easy task to refute this unfounded 
accusation by the aid of a legion of statistics. For the 
sake of brevity, however, we shall confine ourselves to the 
evidence of a witness whom not even the “Universul" can 
accuse of being biassed in Hungary's favour. Vazul Goldis. 
a post-War Rumanian minister, who in pre-War days, as 
Ladislas Goldis, was a member of the Hungarian Parliament, 
wrote as follows in atook  published two years before the war 
oTT914;

“The Churches of the non-Magyar nationalities have 
established schools in almost every village. Today, the Ru
manians have 7 bishoprics, 2 of which are archbishoprics, 
about 3000 priests, 5 theological seminaries, 6 teachers' 
training colleges, 1 four-class and 4 eight-class secondary 
schools (gymnasia), 1 four-class real school, 1 commercial 
academy, 9 boarding-schools for boys, 6 academies for girls, 
3000 elementary schools with at least as many teache±s, a 
number of literary and cultural associations, societies for 
the establishment of theatres with funds amounting to about 
one million crowns, 146 choral and musical societies and 
reading clubs, chairs of Rumanian philology and literature 
in the Budapest and Kolozsvar universities, 25 women's 
societies, 47 newspapers, more than 200 banks with an 
aggregate capital of over 20 millions and at least 700 em
ployees, 17 commercial and industrial unions, 27 burial 
societies, and at least one million yokes (570.000 hectares) 
of land. The rest of the nationalities show the same degree 
of development."

These figures speak for themselves. We have not much
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to add to this statement, which was certainly not written 
by an author with pro-Magyar sympathies. It should, howe
ver, be noted that the amount paid out annually by the_ Hun
garian State to the Rumanian Churches in grants to teachers 
and priests fell little short of 8 million gold-crowns. The 8 
Greek Catholic and 10 Greek Oriental Patriarchs, Arch
bishops and Bishops, were all members of the Hungarian 
Upper House, so that in point of fact the Rumanians and 
Serbs were better represented there than the Magyar 
Calvinists. Today there are 1.300.000 Roman Catholics in 
Rumania, at least 800.000 of whom are Magyars; but they 
have only one representative in the Bucharest Senate. 
Needless to say, that one representative is not the Bishop 
of the ancient see of Transylvania to whose jurisdiction by 
far the greatest number of the Catholics belong. No, he. is 
the Archbishop of Czech origin who rules over the few 
thousand Catholics belonging to the Archbishopric hastily 
created at Bucharest.

In pre-War Hungary the way to the highest positions 
and dignities was open to all, irrespective of nationality. 
Many a German, Croat, Rumanian, Serb and Ruthenian rose 
to be a bishop or a judge. Thousands of civil servants decla
red themselves to be Slovaks and Rumanians. Among the 
employees at the State Mint, for instance, there were five 
times as many Germans and Slovaks as Magyars, and
30.000 non-Magyars were employed in the different State 
undertakings.

It is also very easy to refute the accusation of cultural 
oppression. In Greater Hungary 70% of the Rumanian
speaking soldiers could read and write, whereas in pre-War 
Rumania, where there was no Magyar "terror" to prevent 
cultural progress, this was true of only 59% of the soldiers. 
The Rumanians in Hungary were not restricted in their 
efforts to achieve material prosperity either. Almost one 
half of the Magyar peasants were landless, but only a third 
of the Slovaks and Rumanians. Generally speaking, every 
sixth Rumanian and every seventh Slovak, but only every 
eighth Magyar, possessed land. The ample earnings accruing 
from the real estate in the hands of the minorities explain 
the anomalous phenomenon that numerous Rumanian and
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Serb villages were not obliged to impose surtaxes on their 
inhabitants, while the neighbouring Magyar communities 
were forced to lay a surtax of 40 or 50 per cent on theirs. 
And lastly, we would stress the point that were there even 
the slightest ground for the reports of Magyar "terror" 
blazoned abroad, not one of the descendants of the Germans, 
Slovaks, Ruthenians, Rumanians and Serbs who settled here 
5, 6, 7 or 8 centuries ago would have survived to tell 
the tale.

Compared with the Hungarian tyranny in the past — 
boasts the “ Universul" — the Magyars in Rumania enjoy 
a privileged position. Our reply is that the complaints 
proving how the human, civil and political rights of the 
Magyars in Transylvania are being trampled under foot 
would, if collected, fill libraries. And if the "Universur’ 
would have people believe that the new Constitution so 
proudly promulgated on 20th February, 1938, has done 
away with the grievances of the minorities, we are prepared 
to give chapter and verse for the numerous provisions of 
that Constitution which will prove to European public 
opinion that it violates the rights of equality of the minorities 
as guaranteed in the Paris Peace Treaties. That, however, 
would be a lengthy task, and here we must be content to 
illustrate the position of the Magyars in Rumania by referr
ing to the order issued after the promulgation of the new 
Constitution by Christea Vasilescu, commander-in-chief of 
the army corps stationed at Kolozsvar. (Transylvania is in 
a permanent state of siege, and in consequence the adminis
tration is in the hands of the military authorities.) This 
order forbids the employees of the municipal tramways, etc. 
to call out the names of the stations in Hungarian, the 
market-people to offer their wares in that language, and 
merchants to use Hungarian shopsigns. Let us remember 
that this is taking place in a town where even according to 
official statistics 39.000 of the lOO.OOo inhabitants are Ma
gyar, while an absolute majority of the population speak 
Hungarian.

So much for the privileged position of the Magyar 
minority in Rumania!
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