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The Bill relating to the election of deputies to sit in the 
Skupshtina has been drafted and was accepted by 
the Cabinet Council on January 11th.; it has been 

submitted to the Regency Council for ratification. We are 
in a position to deal with the main provisions of this Bill 
on the basis of an article by Laza Mcirkovitch, Minister of 
Justice, published in the January 7th. issue of the 
Belgrade “Politika” and of reports appearing in the 
January 10th. issue of the Zagreb “Novosti” and in the 
January 12th. issue of the “ Hrvatski Dnevnik”  respectively.

The Skupshtina Deputies are to be elected on the basis 
of a general and equal suffrage to be exercised direct. The 
ballot is to be secret and the votes to be polled by villages, 
rubber balls being used for the purpose as prescribed by 
§ 63 of the first Election Law of July 27th., 1922. The time 
of the elections is to be fixed by Royal Edict on the basis 
of representations made by the Minister of the Interior 
which have previously been approved by the Cabinet 
Council. The elections are to be held on one and the same 
day in the whole country. The elections shall be organised 
by districts, general (for the country as a whole) and 
district lists of candidates being submitted. The country is 
to be divided into 57 election districts. The number of 
administrative hundreds comprised in each respective elec
tion district, and the number of deputies to be elected by 
the same, shall be determined by the State Committee in
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keeping with the number of inhabitants of the respective 
district. The general principle to be followed is that one 
deputy shall be elected for every 50.000 inhabitants. If 
the number of inhabitants of any hundred in excess of the 
minimum of 50.000 be more than 30.000, the hundred in 
question shall elect an additional deputy. Accordingly, 
therefore, on the basis of the results shown by the Census 
taken on March 31st., 1931, the number of deputies elected 
in the hundreds will be altogether 280. In addition, every 
party or party coalition desiring to take part in the elec
tions which nominates candidates of its own in at least 15 
districts, must file a general list containing at least 50 
candidates, as well as district lists. The candidates figuring 
on the general lists of the several parties or party coalitions 
shall receive seats in proportion to the number of votes cast 
for their list in all the hundreds combined, that enabling 
party leaders and other eminent politicians to obtain seats 
in the Skupshtina by means of the general lists, — the 
total number of Skupshtina deputies to be, as provided in 
the Bill, altogether 330, i. e. 43 fewer than in the previous 
Parliament. Deputies will be elected for a term of four 
years.

The supreme, central election organ is to be the State 
Committee, the Members of which will be: —  the president 
of the State Council, the president of the Belgrade Court 
of Appeal, the president of the Zagreb Supreme Court 
(Septemviratus), the presidents of the Ljubljana, Sarajevo 
and Podgorica Supreme Courts, and the president of the 
Ujvidek Court of Appeal. The State Committee will be 
presided over by the President of the State Council. The 
returning officers functioning in the several polling premises 
are to be appointed by the court of law to the jurisdiction 
of which the village or town in question belongs.

Every male Yugoslav citizen who is already 21 years
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of age — except military persons —  shall have the right 
to vote. Under the new law women will not possess the right 
to vote. All Yugoslav citizens possessing the right to vote 
may be elected deputies, irrespective of whether they have 
been registered in the electoral registers or not, provided 
they shall have completed their thirtieth year by the day 
of the election, are able to read and write, and possess a 
knowledge of the State language. Active State, Banate, town 
or village officials are ineligible as deputies. However, mi
nisters and university professors — whether in active 
service or retired —  may be nominated for election.

One of the most remarkable points in the new Bill — 
and one of its great advantages —  is the circumstance that 
it entirely abandons the so-called “ premium system" insti
tuted in § 61 of the Election Law dated September 10th., 
1931, in terms of which the general list obtaining the largest 
number of votes in the country generally was given three- 
fifths (i. e. an absolute majority) of the seats, sharing in 
addition in the distribution of the remaining twofifths of the 
seats in proportion to the number of votes cast in the several 
election districts.

From the nationality point of view, however, the new 
Bill contains a crying disadvantage, — the provision that, 
as declared by Premier Tsvetkovitch also in a speech recently 
made by him, the national minorities may not form inde
pendent political parties and may not take part in the 
elections on the basis of programmes of their own, only as 
members of some general Serbian or Croatian party, co
operation with the latter being the only means of securing 
representation, though experience shows that compulsory 
associations of the kind are not likely to obtain for them 
more than 1—2 "charity” seats.

The other provisions of the Bill are for the most part 
of a technical character, so that — if only because of a
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shortage of space — we may refrain from dealing with them 
on the present occasion.

The Law relating to the Croatian Diet (Sabor) elections 
has also been prepared; and, as M. Macek told the masses 
gathered in Zagreb on January 14th. to welcome Prince 
Regent Paul, the Regency Council has already approved 
the Bill, the Law being promulgated in the January 17th. 
issue of the Croatian Official Gazette. In principle the 
provisions of this Law tally in general points with those of 
the Bill relating to the Skupshtina elections, the only ma
terial divergences being the following: — The Law makes 
no provision for general lists and makes it possible also for 
the national minorities to contest the elections with the aid 
of independent lists of their own, provided only that they 
are able to recruit 100 signatures for the support of their 
lists of candidates in any of the 17 Constituencies of the 
Croatian Banate; there is to be one deputy for every 40.000 
inhabitants, but the deputies are to be elected for a term 
of only 3 years —  not 4 years, as in the case of the 
Skupshtina deputies. The right to vote is made dependent 
upon completion of the 24th. year and upon continuous 
residence in the same place for a period of six months.
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