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T
he only Rumanian political party whose activity is 
permitted —  the "National Renaissance Front” —  held 
its first public Assembly on November 12th. at 

Kolozsvar, the Capital of Transylvania. This Assembly was 
attended also by M. Argetoianu, who was then still Prime 
Minister of Rumania and who made a long speech in which 
he dealt with the minority question.

In the introductory part of his speech referring to this 
matter M. Argetoianu asserted that from the very outset —
i. e. from the establishment of Greater Rumania —  the 
minorities had chosen a mistaken method of dealing with the 
Rumanian people. This assertion was made to apply also to 
the German minority in Rumania, which has never been 
disturbed by irredentist movements. Instead of endeavouring 
to bring about a rapprochement with the majority nation 
with a view to undertaking a joint responsibility for the 
direction and protection of the State, the minorities —  he 
declared —  had confined their attention to affairs of a purely 
local character. They had even more often adopted an 
attitude of hostility towards the Rumanian State, 
concentrating their energies and their wishes, not on the 
permanent problems of the State, but —  on the securing of 
certain privileges of a quite insignificant nature.

The second thing asserted by M. Argetoianu was that 
from the very outset the Rumanian State —  in the form of 
the constitutional law enacted after the expansion of its 
territory —  had granted all its citizens the most far-reaching 
rights irrespective of nationality or race.
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In the third place M. Argeoianu asserted that there was 
no other State either in Europe or in any other part of the 
world which had dealt more justly or more benevolently with 
its ethnic minorities than Rumania.

Further on M. Argetoianu declared that the Rumanians 
had opened their arms to all their minorities, and that it was 
not their (the Rumanians') fault that the minorities had only 
recently come to realise that it was after all better to be in 
Rumania than elsewhere. He —  M, Argetoianu —  was 
delighted to see that the leaders of the minorities had 
recovered their senses; and he assured them that the 
Rumanians were ready to admit them to every branch of 
Rumanian national activity provided only that they would 
abandon all political and social independence and —  without 
reserve or arrieres pensees —  accept the uniform creed on 
the foundations of which the indivisible and unshakable
Rumanian State was being built.

M. Argetoianu then proclaimed equality of rights and 
duties in respect of the ethnic minorities adopting the uniform 
political attitude, and finally expressed the wish that the 
ethnic minorities should also join the ranks of the Rumanians.

Dealing with the above statements made at Kolozsvar, 
the Hungarian Foreign Minister, Count Stephen Csaky, in 
a speech made in the Hungarian House of Deputies on
November 21st., hit the nail on the head when he established 
the fact that the same “had not reacted particularly
encouragingly on Hungarian public opinion’s view of the 
future”  We may well ask whether there is anything
encouraging about a Government programme which demands 
that the minorities should abandon all political and social 
independence and become absorbed by the Rumanians, —  or 
which restricts equality of rights and duties to ethnic 
minorities adopting a uniform political attitude?

We cannot leave unanswered the statements made in 
connection with the minority question by the former 
Rumanian Premier. The assertion made by M. Argetoianu 
to the effect that from the very outset, instead of 
endeavouring to secure a rapprochement with the majority 
nation, the minorities have confined themselves to matters of 
purely local character and have concentrated their energies,
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not on the permanent problems of the State, but on the 
securing of privileges of trifling importance, is absolutely 
wrong. This statement of the question is wrong simply because 
from the very first day on which Greater Rumania was 
established the minorities —  and above all the very 
considerable Magyar minority — have at all times been 
regarded and treated by the Rumanian Governments as 
“ second-rate” citizens. Despite their having been subjected 
to an interminable series of arbitrary acts and injustices — 
despite attacks on their material, moral and intellectual 
assets, which have indeed been taken from them —  the 
minorities have unceasimgly endeavoured to bring about a 
rapprochement with the majority nation; but their legitimate 
complaints —  made with the object, not of securing privileges 
of trifling significance, but of obtaining a fair and reasonable 
solution of their vital problems —  have almost always been 
rejected and a redress refused. Only in the greatest extremity 
did the Magyar minority avail itself of its right of appeal 
to the League of Nations —  only when every effort to move 
the Rumanian Government had proved futile.

We must most energetically protest against the assertion 
made by the former Rumanian Premier to the effect that 
from the very outset the Rumanian State has granted all 
its citizens —  irrespective of nationaliry or race — the most 
farreaching rights. As against this assertion the plain truth 
is that Rumania has never respected the resolutions passed 
by the Rumanian National Assembly held at Gyulafehervar 
on December 1st., 1919, nor has she observed the provisions 
of the international treaties drafted for the purpose of 
ensuring the minorities the minimum of human rights and 
their most important national rights. Nor has Rumania 
fulfilled the obligation undertaken by her to the effect that 
the so-called Minority Treaty concluded on December 9th., 
1919, should be incorporated in the Constitution of 1923 or 
in that of the year 1938 (the said treaty having been 
concluded between Rumania of the one part and the Allied 
and Associated Powers of the other part). Nor indeed does 
the Rumanian Constitution itself make any mention of the 
existence of minorities, speaking as it does of Rumania as a 
one-nation State. Innumerable Rumanian laws, ordinances
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and official measures constitute direct breaches of the 
provisions of the minority treaty. The laws and ordinances 
are carried into effect even today when applied to the * 
minorities in quite a different spirit from that shown when (T* 
it is a question of persons belonging to the majority 
(Rumanian) nation. Consequently, the "second-rate" character 
of the national minorities is made unequivocal in theory and 
in practice too; in dealings with the minorities the principle 
of unequal treatment is enforced. And the apparent readiness 
on the part of the Rumanian Government to adjust the 
minority question has —  so far as can be seen at present — 
led merely to a mock solution of the minority question. We 
must not overestimate the measures relating to the minority 
question taken during the course of the year 1938; for those 
were mere "crumbs from the master's table" compared with 
the rights formulated in the resolutions passed by the 
National Assembly held at Gyulafehervar on December 1st., 
1919. But — quite apart from the fact that the Rumanian 
Government effected the said adjustment of the minority 
question, not by laws, but partly by royal edict and 
partly by Order in Council — the fact is that the Rumanian 
Government has carried into effect so far only a very trifling 
part of the provisions of the co-called “Minority Statute", 
the result being that there has not been any material change 
of the situation in favour of the Magyar minority living in 
Rumania.

M. Argetoianu asserts further that there is no other 
State which has treated its ethnic minorities more justly or 
more benevolently than Rumania. When we add to what 
has been said above the fact that the minorities of Rumania 
have to suffer from innumerable restrictions and infractions 
of their right to use their own languages, of their rights of 
assembly and association, and of their educational rights — 
this being the case even today — , we cannot but describe the 
“ just and benevolent treatment” referred to by M. Argetoianu 
as simply non-existent. Equally untrue is the assertion made 
by M. Argetoianu that the leaders of the minorities have 
only just recovered their senses. In making this assertion 
M. Argetoianu would fain suggest that the minorities have 
only just thrown themselves into the Rumanian arms so
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ready to receive them, doing so voluntarily and spontaneously 
and thereby abandoning their political and social 
independence, As a matter of fact, however, the measures 
taken for the dissolution of the political parties involved also 
a dissolution of the minority parties, that being a particularly 
sensible blow to the minorities, seeing that these parties were 
not merely or exclusively political corporations, but were 
bodies embracing every phase of life of the respective 
minority people and responsible for the defence of that 
people's political, cultural, economic and other legitimate 
interests. The minorities thus given no other choice were 
compelled willy-nilly to join the "National Renaissance 
Front", the only authorised political organisation in Rumania.

The place of M. Argetoianu as Premier of Rumania has 
been taken by M. Tatarescu. The four years (down to 
November, 1937) of M. Tatarescu's previous term of office 
as Premier were years fraught with grave injustice to the 
minorities, and in particular to the Magyar minority. The 
minorities have not much to hope from the second Tatarescu 
Government; the Minister of Justice, for instance, is that M. 
Istrate Micescu who in his capacity as President of the 
Bucharest Chamber of Advocates some time ago initiated a 
most ruthless campaign against minority lawyers, whom he 
spoke of as “ lice", proposing that they should be subjected 
to a process of "fumigation".
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