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THE HUNGARIAN FOREIGN MINISTER’S 
EXPOSE

BY

ANDREW BAJCSY ZSILINSZKY

D
uring the debate on the Budget, Count Stephen Csaky, 

Foreign Minister, delivred his expose, in which, 
examining Hungary's foreign policy from a historical 

perspective and establishing the identity of her policy today 
with that pursued in the near and far-off past, he spoke of 
the present situation, its necessities and the tasks it imposes. 
Count Csaky’s expose was free of any attempt at cheap 
effects, but it was all the more firmly built up on the 
foundations of Hungary's historical past.

Foreign countries were able to gather, and fortunately 
did gather, from the Hungarian Minister's statements and 
train of ideas what Hungary's traditional and firmly 
established attitude has been and is: absolute loyalty to, and 
a faithful discharge of, her historical mission in Europe.

In lucid phraseology our consciousness of that mission 
was expressed, and from the most authoritative Hungarian 
quarter Europe has now heard the idea of St. Stephen's 
Hungary formulated anew.

"The crown of St. Stephen may signifiy for our 
nationalities an idea that unites without absorbing; only their 
own unwillingness can limit its cohesive power. It was only 
through the vicissitudes of the past years that we learned 
the real meaning of St. Stephen's conception of Hungary, but 
we have learned it at last."

And, indeed, St. Stephen's conception must for all time 
remain the immutable basis of Hungary's foreign policy. 
Perhaps the time is not far distant when the Great Powers 
and the little nations of Europe alike will clearly realize that 
the real source —  practically the only, but certainly the
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DANUBIAN REVIEW

primary cause —  of the present terrible European crisis tvas 
the narrowminded and senseless disruption of St. 
Stephen’s Kingdom and the obstacles placed in the way of 
Hungary’s mission as a cohesive and organizing force. For 
the position that the victors of the last war would not let us 
fill could not be filled by any other nation, least of all by 
their protegee, that stillborn State, Czecho-Slovakia. 
Hungary's resumption of her ancient role as protector, not 
only of her own independence, but also of that of the minor 
Danube nations, now depends on whether Europe is better 
informed and inspired by a more constructive spirit.

After hearing Count Csaky's speech no one can be in 
doubt that Hungary has not waived and cannot waive her 
own historical claims; neither can there be any question of 
our policy being anything but a sincere peace policy. One of 
the most interesting and arresting parts of that speech was 
where, with quotations from the memorandum submitted to 
the Peace Conference by the Hungarian delegation, Count 
Csaky proved that those claims were no nova in Hungary's 
foreign policy, and pointed out the detrimental effects on 
European development deriving from the circumstance that 
the indisputable arguments advanced by the Hungarian 
delegation were not accepted.

The Hungarian Foreign Minister not only spoke of 
Hungary's demands as inherent in the St. Stephen idea; he 
also told us what, by the same standard, our duties towards 
Europe were. True, he emphasized the fact that “ the 
fundamental mistake was that it took the Powers two 
decades to discover that a strong and independent Hungary 
was an indispensable factor of balance, not only in the 
Danube Valley, but also in the whole of Central Europe” ; 
but he also went further, and, after declaring that "whatever 
storms may come, we shall prove that without us or against 
us nothing that affects us can take place in the Danube 
Valley", he said: —  ‘ History has left us a great heritage 
with all its burdens and advantages. We accept the burdens 
and shall make capital in a European way of the advantages. 
We shall work with patience for the future, be ready to seem 
deaf and dumb and blind sometimes for the sake of our 
major interests, but should anyone attempt to rob us of that
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heritage, we must be prepared to shed out blood for it. And 
should fate decree that we must fight alone, we shall do so 
to the last man, for as long as we are ready to fulfil our 
historical mission —  so long and no longer —  shall we be 
able to keep our heads above water in the ocean of the 
peoples. So long as we stand fast by this principle the nation 
has nothing to fear."

At the close of his speech Count Csaky spoke of the 
traditional pride and unshakable self-confidence of the 
nation. He said: — "We know that it imposes a great strain 
on our frail strength to pursue both at home and abroad our 
foreign policy along these peaceful and deliberate lines 
amidst the turmoil of international and social unrest, but 
we shall do all that lies in our power to convince doubters 
in foreign lands that Hungary, in her own interests as well 
as in those of her friends and of Central Europe, is prepared 
to accept the risks of a destiny not of her own choosing, but 
thrust upon the nation by fa te"

3 1 *



THE POLITICAL ADJUSTMENT OF 
CARPATHIAN EUROPE: BRITISH 

CONCEPTS

BY

STEPHEN GAL

Q iite recently a question was addressed in the British 
House of Commons to the Under Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs as to whether he was aware that 

certain maps were being circulated in Central Europe which 
showed that Hungary was to be dismembered in the event 
of the decision respecting the fate of Central and Eastern 
Europe after the war resting with the Western (Atlantic) 
Powers? The answer given was to the effect that the British 
Government had no knowledge of the existence of such anti- 
British propaganda, but would in any given case enlighten 
Hungarian public opinion as to the real state of affairs.

And certainly it would do no harm to investigate the 
character of the solution likely to be effected at the coming 
peace negotiations. For it is evident that —  no matter when 
or how the struggle now beginning ends —  the discussions 
will not be confined to an adjustment of the German 
grievances, but will embrace all questions at present awaiting 
a solution. We still remember the exchange of Notes between 
Great Britain and Italy when the tension between Germany 
and Poland had reached its culmination; these two Powers 
agreed in suggesting the convening of an international peace 
conference for the discussion and settlement of all matters 
awaiting a solution.

Though the conference has unfortunately been postponed, 
there can be no doubt that the convening of the same is only 
a question of time. To us spectators of the mighty drama 
being played today nothing could be more instructive than 
an investigation of the schemes put forward by the various
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Great Powers for the readjustment of the Danube region. 
The theories put forward by Germans, Italians and 
Frenchmen are better known than are the concepts 
launched by the British. We have chosen for the purpose of 
investigation British political works dating from three distinct 
periods. Instead of attempting to give an exhaustive 
description of the works in question we shall confine ourselves 
to offering a resume of the final conclusions drawn by their 
authors. They afford most useful instruction.

The United States of Central Europe under the 
Aegis of the Holy Crown.

British political thought is still under the sway of the 
ideas of the nineteenth century now regarded as obsolete; 
though to some extent it utilises also the achievements of 
more modern times. What the British thinkers desire is — 
at home, a democracy based upon voluntary discipline, and 
in other countries an independent union of free nations. We 
must bear in mind these considerations when we open 
British books dealing with various phases of the Central 
European question.

In the work by Robert Birkhill which appeared in 1923 
(“Seeds of W ar": a Political Study of Austria, Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia, Roumania and Jugo-Slavia) we find the 
author recommending that the readjustment should be 
effected on the basis of the principle of self-determination 
of the peoples and with full consideration for the highest 
possible form of personal liberty, though without prejudice 
to imperialistic interests.

The reason why Birkhill regards the Treaty of Trianon 
as a catastrophe is that it involves an enormous deteriora
tion of European civilisation in a certain territory. Where 
the elements possessing a higher culture are in the minority, 
while the power is in the hands of the elements representing 
a lower culture, the former are driven to sink to the level 
of the latter. This danger must be averted. "The unsatisfac
tory consequences of many a war-marriage of private 
individuals are by now well known to us; but the post-War 
mesalliances of these peoples of Western culture and

5



DANUBIAN REVIEW

traditions were something quite unique: in a moment of 
i intense emotion they rushed to the altar with their rude 
husbands, and ever since they have been occupying their 
much-harassed leisure with tardy repentances. For all this 
present orgy of national hatred, these peoples are beginning 
to realise that for them nationality is a consideration of 
minor importance; culture, history, tradition, economic 
interests, efficiency of administration —  the whole cause 
and essence of their standard of civilisation — take first 
places."

Birkhill was the first to ask why the nationality 
principle had not been applied in connection with historical 
Bohemia too, — why the regions with a German majority 
had not been ennexed to Germany and to Austria respec
tively? As a consequence of the adjustment effected under 
the Treaty of Trianon this territory is bound to be subject 
to constant unrest; and Westerners must not think that to 
these peoples peace will be sweeter than war; for nothing 
is more disquieting than an unjust peace. So the Western 
Powers should make up their minds to prepare the way for 
the new order of things. Hungary must however also 
realise that, however serious her grievance, she could not 
succeed in effecting a practical solution of the question if 
she desired by armed force to recover the territories wrested 
from her and by such means to compel those territories to 
accept the overlordship of the Holy Crown.

There are two possible solutions — the two alternatives 
being really complementary and successive — to further a 
sane adjustment of the situation. 1. The Danube Basin must 
be re-adjusted on the basis of the nationality principle, — 
that being done however more accurately than by the treaty- 
makers of 1919; 2. Without misunderstanding the national 
aspirations, we must lay the foundations of a fresh co
operation by bringing into being economic stability.

The first thing to be done is to separate all foreign 
ethnic bodies from the post-War State formations. The 
Sudeten Germans in the north-west must be incorporated 
in Germany, the Germans of Southern Bohemia and Moravia 
in Austria. Burgenland must be restored as a whole to 
Hungary, together with the Upper Hungary of pre-War
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days, including Pozsony and Nyitra. The southern part of 
Baranya County, the "Bacska" region, the Banate, as well 
as the sector running from Szatmamemeti via Nagyvarad 
to Arad and the whole County of Krasso-Szoreny, must 
be restored to the mother country. All that would remain 
under Czech rule would be the parts of Bohemia and Moravia 
not inhabited by Germans. Slovakia would have to be granted 
autonomy. The same should be the case with Ruthenia, 
though the latter might be re-incorporated in Hungary. The 
connections between Old Rumania and Transylvania should 
be weakened. The former really belongs to the Balkans; it 
might possibly be made the focus of a Balkan Confe
deration.

At this point the author says that "the West European 
countries, England, France, were produced by a natural 
process; the copies are being modelled with an artificiality 
that seeks to defy even the obstacle of Time. This infatuated 
imitation is what Arnold Toynbee calls “ the shadow of the 
West”  in these Eastern States. According to Toynbee 
moments of far grater importance than the nationality 
principle in the Danube Basin are culture, historical rights 
and the common traditions of economic interests. No wonder 
that the small peoples tom from Hungary should look to 
one another for assistance. The final solution must be a 
system of co-operation between free small peoples. Budapest 
is the natural centre of such a federation of States —  Buda
pest with its railway lines radiating in every direction 
through Central and South-Eastern Europe Here would sit 
the central imperial Parliament. Birkhill also gives us a 
map illustrating his federative scheme. The scheme suggests 
the frontiers coinciding with those of the united empire of 
Louis the Great and of Mathias Corvinus; though the author 
is apparently unfamiliar with the historical facts which 
produced that empire.

“ I believe the best symbol of the unity thus achieved 
would be the institution of the Holy Crown. I believe”  —  
says Birkhill —  "the institution of the Crown would meet 
with almost as little opposition in Central European circles 
as it does in Canada, Austria or any other of our great 
self-governing dominions,” — provided of course, the auther
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adds, that the interpretation of that institution were strictly 
constitutional. "What better idea could a foreigner offer 
these small peoples and States than " The United States of 
Central Europe?”

A Danubian Empire with Hungary as its Centre.

In 1933 eminent authorities on international symbiosis 
and international co-operation collaborated in the work of 
discussing the abuses which in their opinion seemed likely 
to lead to a new World War. The work in question was edited 
by Leonard Woolf, the great English thinker, and was entitled 
"The Intelligent Man’s Way to Prevent War” (Gollancz, 
London, 1933). Woolf's collaborators were: — Lord Robert 
Cecil, Gilbert Murray, W. Arnold-Forster, C. M. Lloyd, Sir 
Norman Angell, H. J. Laski and C. R. Buxton. These eminent 
writers, apart from being the greatest living English political 
thinkers, are very largely responsible for the formation of 
public opinion, being engaged in training the minds of the 
younger generation of Englishmen preparing to enter the 
diplomatic service and the arena of political life. It is there
fore a matter of prime importance for the cause of Hun
gary that Gilbert Murray, the world-famed authority on 
international law and ancient history, should have given so 
favourable an opinion on the demands formulated by 
Hungary.

The eminent Oxford professor never tires of emphasis
ing the gravity of the error committed by the persons 
responsible for the policy of Great Britain and America 
when they agreed to the dismemberment of the Austro- 
Hungarian Monarchy. "There was, for instance, quite a 
strong movement among the allied countries", — so writes 
Gilbert Murray —  “until late in the war, for leaving Austria- 
Hungary intact (with the exception of Galicia and the 
outlying Italian-speaking districts), only stipulating for some 
form of autonomy for the minor nationalities. From the 
economic point of view, there was an especially strong case 
for leaving untouched the old Hungary — a country which 
possessed a remarkable natural economic unity. If, on the 
other hand, such units as this were to be broken up, where
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was the process to stop? Was Hungary to be disintegrated 
and Bohemia, a very similar but somewhat smaller natural 
unit, to be left intact? Again, if it was admitted that Hun
gary was to be resolved along ethnographical lines, how 
far was it justifiable to go beyond the strict ethnographical 
boundaries in order to ensure for the new unit, which 
consisted mainly of the mountainous territories along the 
periphery, some part of viability?” According to the writer, 
the realisation of Galician and Macedonian autonomy and 
of self-government for the Szeklers and Saxons in Tran
sylvania, would save the world very considerable oppression 
and unnecessary human suffering .. . "When the nationalist 
storm is over, one might hope to see much larger units 
formed on a more or less federal basis —  a great Balkan 
Federation, a large Danubian State round Hungary, and a 
big Baltic State in connection with Poland; but such pos
sibilities lie very far off” —  thus wrote Gilbert Murray in 
1933 —  “ and may perhaps only come about as part of the 
United States of Europe."

Hungaria Aeterna.

The name and work of C. A. Macartney are so well 
known everywhere that it would be superfluous to speak in 
detail of him and of what he has done. Since 1914 he has 
repeatedly been in Hungary; and since 1934 he has published 
several important works on our country. Five years ago a 
large monograph on Hungary was published with an intro
duction by H. A. L. Fisher, the eminent historian; while two 
years ago there was published his "Hungary and Her 
Successors” — a very large volume containing some 500 
pages. It was published by the Royal Institute of Foreign 
Affairs. Quite recently Macartney has written a booklet on 
the Danube Basin question; this booklet has been included 
in the “ Oxford Pamphlets" series. In Great Britain Macartney 
is regarded as the greatest authority on the Danube ques
tion. It should be noted that, though he offers us very 
stringent criticism on the ruling classes of our country, he 
possesses a profound social feeling; in this attitude too he 
may be actuated solely by his great love for Hungary.
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With nationalism running as high as it does today, 
Macartney finds Hungary's revisionist claims perfectly justi
fiable. But that would in itself by no means solve the pro
blem of the Middle Danube Basin; indeed, by making further 
concessions to the nationality principle (which in Central 
Europe could not possibly be carried into practice), the 
situation would be still further aggravated. Should the rela
tion between nation and State be adjusted, — and if the 
excessively nationalistic public opinion of the Danubian 
peoples makes the sacrifices required of it, —  then perhaps 
frontiers will lose their importance. The Danubian area must 
be transformed "into a true Eastern Switzerland in which 
every nationality alike can find national liberty and a na
tional home."

"If, in spite of this, I still hanker after seeing a unified 
territory re-established corresponding more closely to that 
of the old Hungary, this is because of geographic and eco
nomic considerations . . .  Broadly speaking, the old Hungary 
did form a natural unit which seemed to possess an inherent 
strength lacking in some of its successors. And a State 
established within these boundaries, but on a better political 
basis, should be able to secure for its inhabitants a higher 
standard of living than the new formations based on ethno
graphical considerations...” To Macartney the only possible 
ideal of the future would be a co-operation of equals. In the 
event of such a co-operation, however, as a consequence of 
their central position and of their great natural gifts the 
Hungarians”  — he says — “are destined to play a prominent 
— indeed, an exceptional — role.”

In the course of his travels from Deveny to Brasso and 
from Korosmezo to Zimony Macartney was captivated 
everywhere by the spirit of old Hungary and felt the spell 
of the vision of the solid fabric of the ancient Hungarian 
Kingdom. In the stones of mouldering churches and proud 
public buildings his affectionate eye searched for traces of 
the common Hungarian style, as it did also in the tiny mani
festations of life — in food and costumes, in the similarity 
of customs and faiths. As contrasted with the new State 
formations, this was no administrative unit painfully welded 
together, but a vital community, a never-ending series of
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historical monuments taking him back into the, mists ol the 
a g e s ..."  And this ancient unity may still serire a* guide 
to show the way . .

The natural centre of the Middle Danube Basin is royal 
Buda. “ Hungary has always been a monarchy; the republican 
wave owed its origin exclusively to social causes. A king 
with social leanings would probably espouse the cause of 
the people. . he adds; and then he devotes a whole 
chapter to an explanation of the institution of the Holy 
Crown.

"I believe" —  writes Macartney —  "that the forces 
making for unity will ultimately prove so strong that a 
way will be found to adjust the relationships between the 
different nationalities in such a manner that they will find 
it not merely possible to live together, but impossible to do 
otherwise. I think that it can fairly be said of Hungary what 
Palacky said of Austria in 1848, —  that if she did not exist, 
it would be necessary to invent her."

A  large volume could be filled with a discussion of the 
schemes propounded by British publicists in connection with 
Hungary. But the few examples given above will also 
suffice to prove how much more favourable to us than a 
certain propaganda would have us believe were the methods 
of solution put before the world by British political thinkers. 
It is noteworthy that even our greatest enemy, Dr. Seton 
Watson, who very shortly will find himself without sup
porters, after the Munich Agreement said that the only solu
tion left open to the Czecho-Moravia still remaining under 
Czech rule was to become absorbed by the German Empire, 
while the only solution for Slovakia was to join Hungary. 
The greatest British political thinkers propose a re-adjust
ment of the Carpathian Basin corresponding exactly to what 
Professor Gyula Szekfu calls the Great Hungarian Road.”

POLITICAL ADJUSTMENT OF CARPATHIAN EUROPE
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ATTITUDE ON THE MINORITY QUESTION OF 
M- ARGETOIANU- THE RUMANIAN PREMIER 

RECENTLY DISMISSED FROM OFFICE

BY

LADISLAUS FRITZ

T
he only Rumanian political party whose activity is 
permitted —  the "National Renaissance Front” —  held 
its first public Assembly on November 12th. at 

Kolozsvar, the Capital of Transylvania. This Assembly was 
attended also by M. Argetoianu, who was then still Prime 
Minister of Rumania and who made a long speech in which 
he dealt with the minority question.

In the introductory part of his speech referring to this 
matter M. Argetoianu asserted that from the very outset —
i. e. from the establishment of Greater Rumania —  the 
minorities had chosen a mistaken method of dealing with the 
Rumanian people. This assertion was made to apply also to 
the German minority in Rumania, which has never been 
disturbed by irredentist movements. Instead of endeavouring 
to bring about a rapprochement with the majority nation 
with a view to undertaking a joint responsibility for the 
direction and protection of the State, the minorities —  he 
declared —  had confined their attention to affairs of a purely 
local character. They had even more often adopted an 
attitude of hostility towards the Rumanian State, 
concentrating their energies and their wishes, not on the 
permanent problems of the State, but —  on the securing of 
certain privileges of a quite insignificant nature.

The second thing asserted by M. Argetoianu was that 
from the very outset the Rumanian State —  in the form of 
the constitutional law enacted after the expansion of its 
territory —  had granted all its citizens the most far-reaching 
rights irrespective of nationality or race.
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In the third place M. Argeoianu asserted that there was 
no other State either in Europe or in any other part of the 
world which had dealt more justly or more benevolently with 
its ethnic minorities than Rumania.

Further on M. Argetoianu declared that the Rumanians 
had opened their arms to all their minorities, and that it was 
not their (the Rumanians') fault that the minorities had only 
recently come to realise that it was after all better to be in 
Rumania than elsewhere. He —  M, Argetoianu —  was 
delighted to see that the leaders of the minorities had 
recovered their senses; and he assured them that the 
Rumanians were ready to admit them to every branch of 
Rumanian national activity provided only that they would 
abandon all political and social independence and —  without 
reserve or arrieres pensees —  accept the uniform creed on 
the foundations of which the indivisible and unshakable
Rumanian State was being built.

M. Argetoianu then proclaimed equality of rights and 
duties in respect of the ethnic minorities adopting the uniform 
political attitude, and finally expressed the wish that the 
ethnic minorities should also join the ranks of the Rumanians.

Dealing with the above statements made at Kolozsvar, 
the Hungarian Foreign Minister, Count Stephen Csaky, in 
a speech made in the Hungarian House of Deputies on
November 21st., hit the nail on the head when he established 
the fact that the same “had not reacted particularly
encouragingly on Hungarian public opinion’s view of the 
future”  We may well ask whether there is anything
encouraging about a Government programme which demands 
that the minorities should abandon all political and social 
independence and become absorbed by the Rumanians, —  or 
which restricts equality of rights and duties to ethnic 
minorities adopting a uniform political attitude?

We cannot leave unanswered the statements made in 
connection with the minority question by the former 
Rumanian Premier. The assertion made by M. Argetoianu 
to the effect that from the very outset, instead of 
endeavouring to secure a rapprochement with the majority 
nation, the minorities have confined themselves to matters of 
purely local character and have concentrated their energies,
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not on the permanent problems of the State, but on the 
securing of privileges of trifling importance, is absolutely 
wrong. This statement of the question is wrong simply because 
from the very first day on which Greater Rumania was 
established the minorities —  and above all the very 
considerable Magyar minority — have at all times been 
regarded and treated by the Rumanian Governments as 
“ second-rate” citizens. Despite their having been subjected 
to an interminable series of arbitrary acts and injustices — 
despite attacks on their material, moral and intellectual 
assets, which have indeed been taken from them —  the 
minorities have unceasimgly endeavoured to bring about a 
rapprochement with the majority nation; but their legitimate 
complaints —  made with the object, not of securing privileges 
of trifling significance, but of obtaining a fair and reasonable 
solution of their vital problems —  have almost always been 
rejected and a redress refused. Only in the greatest extremity 
did the Magyar minority avail itself of its right of appeal 
to the League of Nations —  only when every effort to move 
the Rumanian Government had proved futile.

We must most energetically protest against the assertion 
made by the former Rumanian Premier to the effect that 
from the very outset the Rumanian State has granted all 
its citizens —  irrespective of nationaliry or race — the most 
farreaching rights. As against this assertion the plain truth 
is that Rumania has never respected the resolutions passed 
by the Rumanian National Assembly held at Gyulafehervar 
on December 1st., 1919, nor has she observed the provisions 
of the international treaties drafted for the purpose of 
ensuring the minorities the minimum of human rights and 
their most important national rights. Nor has Rumania 
fulfilled the obligation undertaken by her to the effect that 
the so-called Minority Treaty concluded on December 9th., 
1919, should be incorporated in the Constitution of 1923 or 
in that of the year 1938 (the said treaty having been 
concluded between Rumania of the one part and the Allied 
and Associated Powers of the other part). Nor indeed does 
the Rumanian Constitution itself make any mention of the 
existence of minorities, speaking as it does of Rumania as a 
one-nation State. Innumerable Rumanian laws, ordinances
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and official measures constitute direct breaches of the 
provisions of the minority treaty. The laws and ordinances 
are carried into effect even today when applied to the * 
minorities in quite a different spirit from that shown when (T* 
it is a question of persons belonging to the majority 
(Rumanian) nation. Consequently, the "second-rate" character 
of the national minorities is made unequivocal in theory and 
in practice too; in dealings with the minorities the principle 
of unequal treatment is enforced. And the apparent readiness 
on the part of the Rumanian Government to adjust the 
minority question has —  so far as can be seen at present — 
led merely to a mock solution of the minority question. We 
must not overestimate the measures relating to the minority 
question taken during the course of the year 1938; for those 
were mere "crumbs from the master's table" compared with 
the rights formulated in the resolutions passed by the 
National Assembly held at Gyulafehervar on December 1st., 
1919. But — quite apart from the fact that the Rumanian 
Government effected the said adjustment of the minority 
question, not by laws, but partly by royal edict and 
partly by Order in Council — the fact is that the Rumanian 
Government has carried into effect so far only a very trifling 
part of the provisions of the co-called “Minority Statute", 
the result being that there has not been any material change 
of the situation in favour of the Magyar minority living in 
Rumania.

M. Argetoianu asserts further that there is no other 
State which has treated its ethnic minorities more justly or 
more benevolently than Rumania. When we add to what 
has been said above the fact that the minorities of Rumania 
have to suffer from innumerable restrictions and infractions 
of their right to use their own languages, of their rights of 
assembly and association, and of their educational rights — 
this being the case even today — , we cannot but describe the 
“ just and benevolent treatment” referred to by M. Argetoianu 
as simply non-existent. Equally untrue is the assertion made 
by M. Argetoianu that the leaders of the minorities have 
only just recovered their senses. In making this assertion 
M. Argetoianu would fain suggest that the minorities have 
only just thrown themselves into the Rumanian arms so
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ready to receive them, doing so voluntarily and spontaneously 
and thereby abandoning their political and social 
independence, As a matter of fact, however, the measures 
taken for the dissolution of the political parties involved also 
a dissolution of the minority parties, that being a particularly 
sensible blow to the minorities, seeing that these parties were 
not merely or exclusively political corporations, but were 
bodies embracing every phase of life of the respective 
minority people and responsible for the defence of that 
people's political, cultural, economic and other legitimate 
interests. The minorities thus given no other choice were 
compelled willy-nilly to join the "National Renaissance 
Front", the only authorised political organisation in Rumania.

The place of M. Argetoianu as Premier of Rumania has 
been taken by M. Tatarescu. The four years (down to 
November, 1937) of M. Tatarescu's previous term of office 
as Premier were years fraught with grave injustice to the 
minorities, and in particular to the Magyar minority. The 
minorities have not much to hope from the second Tatarescu 
Government; the Minister of Justice, for instance, is that M. 
Istrate Micescu who in his capacity as President of the 
Bucharest Chamber of Advocates some time ago initiated a 
most ruthless campaign against minority lawyers, whom he 
spoke of as “ lice", proposing that they should be subjected 
to a process of "fumigation".
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THE NEW YUGOSLAV SENATE
BY

EMIL PROKOPY

T
he first step towards a reformation of the Yugoslav 

Senate dissolved on August 26th. simultaneously with 
the conclusion of the Serb-Croat Agreement was taken 

on November 12th., when 47 Senators were elected on the 
basis of the Law of September 30th., 1931, relating to the 
election of senators. This determination of the number of 
senators to be elected is in accordance with a provision 
contained in § 5. of the Law, which stipulates that all the 
electoral units —  i. e. as provided in § 4. of the Law the 
Banates and the administrative area of Belgrade together 
with the towns of Zemun and Pancsevo — shall elect one 
(1) senator for every 300.000 inhabitants. So far there have 
been 10 such electoral units inclusive of the administrative 
area of Belgrade; but, seeing that the number of Banates 
has by the absorption of the Save and Littoral Banates in 
the new Croatian Banate been reduced from 9 to 8, the 
number of electoral units has also decreased from 10 to 9. 
The senators are not elected by the people, § 8. of the Law 
providing that at the election of senators the right to vote 
shall be restricted to: —  1. the national assembly deputies 
representing the constituencies of the Banate in question;
2. all the Banate Councillors of the respective Banate 
(officially appointed persons!!); 3. the heads of all the 
villages and towns of the respective Banate, while in the 
Belgrade administrative area, in addition to the national 
assembly deputies, there shall be entitled to vote the 
presidents and vicepresidents (officially appointed!!)  of the 
Belgrade, Zemun and Pancsevo town assemblies, the 
municipal committee of the town of Belgrade and 5 Members 
each of the town councils (representative bodies) of Zemun 
and Pancsevo.
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The limited number of electors —  who are all easily 
influenced — , together with the fact that § 29. of the Law 
provides for the voting to be open, not secret, and that the 
Banate Councillors and the heads of the towns are officially 
appointed persons entirely dependent upon the good graces 
of each successive Government, makes it quite natural that 
senatorial elections carried out in such manner must under 
all circumstances end with a complete victory of Government 
In connection with the election of senators under discussion 
it must be noted that, the mandate of the national assembly 
deputies having ceased with the dissolution of the Skupshtina 
ensuing on August 26th., the said deputies were naturally 
unable to exercise their right to vote, while the mandate of 
the parish representative bodies elected on 1936 for a period 
of 3 years as provided in § 26. of the Parish Act of March 
14th., 1933, had also expired, so that even the heads of the 
parishes elected by the representative bodies were not 
entitled legally to cast votes at the senatorial elections.

All thes circumstances explain the resolution taken by 
the various Opposition parties to the effect that they would 
refrain from taking any part in the senatorial elections except 
in the Zeta Banate, where the Government list carried the 
day by 224 votes to the 42 polled by the Opposition list. The 
abstinence from voting at the elections is motivated by a 
manifesto issued by the Board of the Democratic Party 
headed by M. Ljuba Davidovitch, a former Premier, which 
offers the following reasons for the passive resistance of the 
Opposition:

“ The senatorial elections will be held in the absence of 
all the bodies legally entitled to decide —  the elections being 
carried out on the basis of the old reactionary law without 
the co-operation of national assembly deputies or elected 
Banate Councillors or of parish presidents duly elected within 
the prescribed period" ("Vreme” , 17th. October, 1939).

In reply to the serious objections raised by the Opposition 
against the senatorial elections — the main objection being 
that the manner in which the elections were fixed and 
carried out is in direct defiance of the democratic principles 
professed by the Government itself — , Government circles 
declare that the Government does not attribute any
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particular political importance to the senatorial elections, 
regarding the same merely as a political necessity 
indispensable in the present complicated international 
situation, in which at least one representative body is a sine 
qua non. The senatorial elections do however possess political 
significance too, as may be seen also from the joint action 
of all the parties and groups represented in the Government 
and from the fact that the senatorial elections have once more 
given the representatives of the Croatian people a voice in the 
direction of public affairs, from which they had so long kept 
aloof. The Croatians, having abandoned their attitude of 
passive resistance, are at long last once more taking their 
part in all State affairs, thereby sharing also the responsibility.

The 47 seats on the Senate to be filled by election were 
divided among themselves in advance by the political 
parties and fractions represented in the Government, who 
had no opposition to fear. In terms of the relevant agreement 
the Government Party (JRZ) received 25, the Croatian 
Peasant Party 11, the Serbian Agrarian Party 4, the 
Independent Democratic Party 3, the group headed by M. 
Laza Markovitch 2, and the group headed by M. Bozha 
Maximovitch also 2 seats. We see, therefore, that as against 
the 36 seats allotted to Serbians the Croatians will be 
represented in the new Senate by only 11 elected Senators.

In terms of the Law relating to the Senate the King or 
the Regency Council respectively is entitled to appoint a 
number of Senators equal to that of the Senators elected 
under the Law. On November 16th., however, the Regency 
Council appointed for the moment only 37 Senators. The 
Bunyevatz people —  barely 70— 75 thousand in number — 
a considerable part of whom profess to be Croatians and 
side with Zagreb, while the rest show a desire to establish 
the most complete co-operation with Belgrade, are 
represented by no fewer than 3 Senators — two by election 
and one by appointment. On the other hand —  a circumstance 
very aptly illustrating the attitude and procedure of the 
Government —  so far no seat on the Senate has been allotted 
either to the Magyar minority (some 500.000 strong) or to 
the equally considerable German minority. Both these 
minorities would be entitled by their respective quotas of the
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population to receive at least three seats each on the Senate; 
while, in the event of the special benefits granted to the 
Bunyevatz people being extended also to these minorities, 
22 seats would have to be allotted to each- Under the Law 
the Regency Council may in the name of the King appoint 
a further 10 Senators; there would thus be an opportunity 
to repair to some extent at least the wrong suffered so far 
in this connection by the Magyar and German minorities 
and by the national minorities generally, who number 
altogether more than 2,600.000 souls. In all probablity, 
however, not more than 1 seat each will be allotted by 
official appointment to the Magyar and German minorities 
—  the two most important minorities in Yugoslavia — in the 
name of “ equality", that being what was done also in the 
case of the Senate which was dissolved a few months ago.
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HUNGARIAN-SLOVAK ECONOMIC 
AGREEMENT

BY

ANDREW FALL

In the course of its historical mission of a thousand years 
the Hungarian nation has always pursued a construc
tive policy in the Danube Valley, for it has always 

striven to make it possible for the peoples of that region to 
live in peace and to co-operate amicably. This policy of 
understanding, manifested both in economic and cultural 
matters, raised Hungary to a leading position among the 
States of the Danube Valley. So long as Hungary was great 
and powerful the other States there were also strong. But 
a century and a half of Turkish rule broke Hungary’s 
strength and with her decline the rest of the Danubian States 
were dragged down too. Hungary’s recovery was followed 
by that of her neighbours. Today all the States in the Danube 
area are in danger again, thanks to the peace edict of 
Trianon, which has enfeebled Hungary. That the danger is 
imminent is now clearly realized by every country belong
ing to the Danube region, and this consciousness of danger 
has brought the importance of Hungary’s historical mission 
into the limelight again. In these grave times the Hungarian 
nation refuses to allow old insults to rankle; it is ready to 
discharge its historical mission and is now striving to estab
lish co-operation and collaboration among the peoples of 
the Danube Valley. In undertaking this historical mission the 
Hungarian nation is fully aware of the sacrifices that mission 
entails, but it is prepared to make them, convinced that all 
the Danubian nations understand this and will be ready in 
their turn to repay these sacrifices by sacrificing something 
themselves and also that all the Great Powers of Europe 
will appreciate the self-sacrificing spirit of the Hungarian 
people.
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Hungary in the first place endeavoured to establish 
friendly relations with her southern neighbour, Yugoslavia, 
and strove to foster a desire for co-operation between thn 
two peoples. She also showed a conciliatory attitude towards 
Rumania, despite the fact that this endeavour was not 
properly appreciated by the Rumanians. And now, when the 
European Great Powers confront one another armed to the 
teeth, Hungary has found means of creating friendly contacts 
with her neighbour on the north, with Slovakia. The estab
lishment of economic intercourse between Hungary and 
Slovakia is a gratifying event for both parties. No nation 
in the Basin of the Carpathians and the Danube Valley ever 
lived in such peaceful and harmonious symbiosis with another 
people as did the Magyars with the Slovaks, and no other 
nations are so interdependent economically as those two. 
For a thousand years this peaceful harmony existed 
undisturbed by political or economic issues. The peace edicts 
terminating the world war separated the Slovaks from 
Hungary, and for twenty years this separation was a source 
of much suffering and misery to both nations. During the 
past two decades men who knew nothing of the historical 
evolution of the peoples of the Danube Valley, or who 
chose to ignore it, did their best to shatter the links of 
peaceful symbiosis and understanding binding the two 
nations together and to poison the minds of the Slovaks 
against Hungary. But twenty years of historical evolution 
have shown that it is impossible to separate the peoples of 
the Danube Valley. Slovakia cannot expect to find economic 
or political possibilities of future development outside the 
Basin of the Carpathians; she must return to the economic 
unit bounded by the ridges of those mountains. It is only 
within that framework that she will be able to ensure her 
own economic, political and cultural existence.

The initial steps in this direction have been taken by 
the Hungarian and the Slovak Governments; for we cannot 
but believe that the economic negotiations inaugurated on 
11th October and brought to a successful termination on 
4th November with the conclusion of an economic agreement, 
were merely the first steps towards further developments 
along the line of co-operation between the two nations. The
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fact of an economic agreement is proof positive of their 
close interdependence.

On 5th November the following report concerning the 
economic agreement was issued by the Hungarian Telegraph 
Bureau: The negotiations dealing with questions of economic 
policy conducted in Budapest between Hungary and Slova
kia have reached their conclusion. The agreement arrived 
at provides for an exchange of commodities to the value of
100.000.000 Slovak crowns, and regulates the question of 
payments.

A  commercial treaty together with a 
veterinary agreement, a customs agreement and one regula
ting local frontier traffic, will be signed shortly. The agree
ment dealing with the exchange of commodities will come 
into force immediately and remain valid until 31st October 
1940. The economic agreement was signed on behalf of Slo
vakia by Dr. Stephen Polyak, and by M. Alfred Nickl, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, on behalf 
of Hungary.

The exchange of commodities to the value of 100 
million Slovak crowns between Hungary and Slovakia will 
take place in three instalments. The value of the goods 
figuring in the first instalment is planned to amount to 30 
million Slovak crowns. In that instalment

Slovakia will export 
fire-wood, timber, mine-props, sawn timber and Christmas 
trees.

The second instalment will consist of so-called la 
compensated commodities and also other smaller lots of 
compensated goods. The value of this instalment is to be 
22 million Slovak crowns, and it will include the iron ore 
to be imported from Slovakia.

The value of the compensation goods in the third instal
ment has been fixed at 48 million Slovak crowns. In this 
instalment Slovakia will export mineral waters, granite, 
kaolin, magnesite, artificial fibre, furs, cellulose and 
incandescent lamps for trams.

On the Hungarian
side, trade with Slovakia will be transacted through the 
medium of the General Commercial Trading Co. affiliated
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to the General Credit Bank of Hungary and the Central 
European Co. Ltd. affiliated to the Commercial Bank of 
Pest.

The picture presented by this economic agreement is 
the best proof that Slovakia with her mountains cannot do 
without the produce of the Hungarian Plain, and, vice versa, 
the Hungarian Plain requires the timber and iron ore of 
Slovakia. From an economic point of view, then, the Hun
garian und Slovak areas are inseparable. For twenty years 
an attempt was made to keep them apart, but now the Ma
gyars and the Slovaks have again joined hands and set 
forth upon the path which, if they adhere to it, will ensure 
economic prosperity and peaceful co-existence.

In order to follow the developments of the trade be
tween the two countries a joint Government Commission 
has been appointed, which is to meet once every three 
months alternately in Hungary and Slovakia.

Another task devolving upon this joint Commission will 
be to examine any hitch that may occur in the reciprocal 
exchange of commodities. When the cause of any difficulty 
has been determined, the Commission will submit suggestions 
to both Governments. The goods enumerated in the agree
ment are to be imported to and exported from both countries 
subject to import and export permits.

An important provision of the agreement stipulates that 
if the quotas have not been exhausted by the date on which 
the agreement expires, permission to make full use of them 
for three months after the expiration of the agreement will 
be granted.

There is no doubt that the economic agreement concluded 
betwenn the Hungarian and Slovak States was inspired by 
a spirit of reciprocal understanding. The Hungarian nation 
will do all in its power to ensure that this spirit is extended 
do other fields of intercourse between the two countries, 
and so set an example of economic and political co-opera
tion to the rest of the peoples of the Danube Valley.
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THE SLOVAKS OF AMERICA TURN 
AGAINST BENES

BY

DR. ANDREW KASSAY

B
y virtue both of their numbers and their financial posi

tion the Slovaks of America have always played a 
great role in the affairs of the Slovak nation as a 

whole. It is well known that, during the last war, or rather 
at its close, Benes and Masaryk at Pittsburg concluded an 
agreement with the Slovaks. This was the so-called "Pitts
burg Convention", which promised extensive autonomy to 
the Slovak nation. Thanks to the propaganda work of Benes 
and Masaryk, Czecho-Slovakia was created by the Great 
Powers responsible for the Paris Peace Treaties concluding 
the war. That State, however, was made excessively large, 
and too many diverse racial elements were included in it. 
The most conspicuous movement in the new State was the 
struggle of the Slovaks to obtain autonomy. As everyone 
knows, Professor Bela Tuka, the present Slovak Premier, 
was cast into prison by the Czechs because of his campaign 
for autonomy; and Slovak autonomy was the aim for which 
Father Hlinka laboured to the day of his death. But the 
Czecho-Slovakia of Benes and Masaryk refused to fulfil the 
Pittsburg agreement, and it was only when the Republic had 
been dismembered by the Munich Conference that any will
ingness to grant the Slovaks autonomy was shown. Then, 
when in the March of this year German troops occupied 
Bohemia and Ruthenia was restored to Hungary, the 
independent Slovak State came into being.

Benes and the representatives of the old Czecho-Slovak 
political idea fled to foreign countries, where they are now 
busy striving to revive the conception — already dead and 
buried — of a Czecho-Slovak State. Benes has learned
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nothing from the past; he still continues to work for the 
establishment of an overgrown Czecho-Slovakia. His campaign 
was launched in the United States, where he delivered a 
number of lectures and did his best to win the Slovaks over 
to support his plans. This propaganda tour was a complete 
failure. It is true, indeed, that the Slovak newspapers 
appearing in America, Catholic and Protestant alike, sharply 
criticize the present Tiso regime, but they are even more 
antagonistic to Benes and his system. Only one small sec
tion of the Lutheran Slovak Press of America — in particular 
the "New Yorski Dennik” —  has anything to say in favour 
of Benes and his schemes. The important Catholic Slovak 
papers, on the other hand, are on the defensive against the 
"Czecho-Slovak" idea; and no wonder either. The Catholic 
Slovaks of America have not forgotten that it was Benes 
who helped to spread Bolshevism in Czecho-Slovakia and 
repudiated the Pittsburg agreement. In consequence they 
have lost all faith in the political conception of a Czecho
slovak State. It is a striking fact that neither the Catholic 
nor the Protestant Slovak Press of America attacks Hun
gary; on the contrary, a certain advance on the line of 
orientation towards this country is noticeable, especially in 
the Catholic papers.

Of particular significance is the attitude shown by the 
“ Samostatnos” . For, faithful to its old traditions, that news
paper sees its point of view justified by the recent happenings 
in Slovakia, and emphatically declares that the only proper 
solution would be for the Slovaks to return to the Realm 
of St. Stephen.

That Benes has lost all his personal prestige among 
the Slovaks of America, is best seen from the statement 
made by the President of the American Slovak League. The 
report of that statement runs as follows:

“The Hungarian Telegraph Bureau reports from New 
York that M. Husek, President of the American Slovak 
League, has protested in the “ New York Times” against an 
assertion made by the Belgrade correspondent of that 
newspaper to the effect that he (M. Husek) had appealed 
to the Slovaks to co-operate with the Czechs. In his refuta
tion M. Husek stresses the point that the Slovaks cannot
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unite with the Czechs under the leadership of Benes and his 
henchmen, for they have not forgotten how the rights 
guaranteed in the Pittsburg Convention were denied them".

The feeling against Benes was even more clearly 
expressed at the 22nd Annual Assembly of the American 
Slovak League, which opened in Cleveland on 16th Novem
ber. The most important item of the programme was the 
President's report:

"Czecho-Slovakism" —  said M. Husek —  "is diametri
cally opposed to the Slovak national idea. We have always 
fought against Czecho-Slovakism and we shall never cease 
to fight against it. The Czechs guaranteed a number of 
things, but not one of their promises was redeemed. When 
the delegates of the Slovak League visited Prague in the 
last hours of the Czecho-Slovak Republic's existence, they 
were cordially welcomed by M. Hodza, who again promised 
autonomy, although he well knew that his day was over. 
By then Benes had not only collected his millions, but the 
aeroplane was also waiting ready for him to make his 
escape."

Magic lantern slides were shown at this mass meeting. 
When pictures of the Czecho-Moravian parts of the country 
were projected, the majority of the audience broke out into 
vociferous demonstrations against the Czechs. These demons
trations reached their culmination when a picture of Benes 
appeared on the screen. The report read by the Secretary, 
M. Para Kucor, was also an indictment against the Czechs: 
"There is" —  he said — “more honour among thieves than 
there was among the Czechs; for thieves do not rob the 
poor as the Czechs persecuted the downtrodden Slovaks.”

On 17th November, the second day of the assembly, 
violent attacks were launched against those statesmen who 
had left their people in the lurch when the country was 
occupied by the Germans in March. "W e” —  said one of 
the speakers —  "who were born here in America were taught 
that the captain is always the last to leave a sinking ship; 
the Czech leaders, on the other hand, were the first to take 
to their heels, abandoning their unfortunate people to their 
fate."

According to another speaker, Benes encouraged the
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people at home to resist, but only from a safe distance, from 
Chicago: "To arms, Slovaks, and shoot the Germans!"

The resolution passed by the Cleveland Slovak Assem
bly condemns Masaryk's and Benes's rule and protests 
against a reconstruction of the Czecho-Slovak Republic. The 
so-called "Czecho-Slovaks" —  says the resolution —  have 
no right to speak on behalf of the Slovak nation. This 
protest is directed primarily against Benes.

The "Czecho-Slovaks" are now working only in Great 
Britain and France. They are particularly busy in Paris, 
where they own a monthly magazine in French, a weekly
—  also in French, —  a Czech weekly, and a Czech and a 
Slovak news agency. Through the medium of these papers 
and news agencies they are making great propaganda for 
the resuscitation of the Czecho-Slovak Republic. Particularly 
interesting is the September 6th issue of the "Slovensky 
Chirnyk", published by one of their news agencies, the 
leading article in which asserts that Slovakia has never 
existed and that the idea of an independent Slovakia had 
never occurred to the Slovaks; all they wanted was autonomy 
within the framework of the Czecho-Slovak State. The 
“ Czecho-Slovaks” are again trying to spirit Slovakia away, 
and keep harping on autonomy, which they would be the 
first to deny the Slovaks in like manner as they repudiated 
the Pittsburg Convention. The Czechs, as we see, are again 
making excessive demands, but this time it is the Slovaks 
themselves who protest most sharply against the idea of 
their forming one State with the Czechs. The majority of 
the Slovaks would prefer —  if only for economic reasons
— union with Hungary.
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CELEBRATION OF THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
LIBERATION OF UPPER HUNGARY

The entire Hungarian nation, but especially the people of 
the areas restored to Hungary in the autumn of 1938 by the 
Vienna Award, celebrated this historical event with great 
rejoicings. That event is regarded by the whole Hungarian 
people as a turning-point in their history, as the first 
harbinger of a new era. It was the first success achieved 
by the policy of peaceful revision, which must lead to the 
triumph of the truth proclaimed by Hungary, viz. that the 
Kingdem of St. Stephen is one organic whole indisseverably knit 
together by the historical rights of a thousand years, by impe
rative geo-political postulates and by the will, the common 
interests and sentiments, of the peoples who for ten centuries 
have lived together on its soil.

The first anniversary was celebrated with scenes of wild 
enthusiasm by the people of the restored territories, who gave 
free rein to their joy at having been able to return, after two 
decades of separation, to the land from which the peace edict 
of Trianon had never been able to divorce them in spirit. Of 
the many rejoicings special mention must be made of the celebra
tions held at the following places: Dregelypalank, where a new 
bridge over the Ipoly was opened, Ogyalla, where a war 
memorial grove was planted to commemorate the date of the 
restoration, Zsilix, where November 8 was set apart as a perpetual 
day of remembrance, Munkacs, called by M. Andrew Jaross, 
Minister, "the town of Magyar historical consciousness,” Koma- 
rom, Kassa, Rozsnyo, Udvard, Rimaszombat, Leva, Lrsekujvar, 
Nagysurany and Ungvar. In the last-mentioned town, where the 
celebrations were held on 10th November, M. Jaross made a 
speech in the course of which he said:

"Ungvar has always been and always will be a Magyar 
town. But it must be added that this town has also another 
mission, for in it there are important cultural institutions of 
vigorous growth belonging to our brethren, the Ruthenian people. 
This town must be able to remain Magyar and at the same time 
take the Ruthenians to its bosom, and be ready to make 
sacrifices for them. It must unite all the people living in it, 
so as to be able to perform this double task. Our nation has had 
to face severe trials in the course of its history, but we have
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always been able to preserve our forces from one century to 
the next, and if one generation was compelled to lay down the 
standard, the next was always ready to raise it again and carry 
it to victory. This was true after Mohi, Mohacs, the Plain of 
Majteny and Vilagos, and it is also true of the post-Trianon 
generation. At Trianon the nation had to stand again before 
the judgement-seat of history. The question was: would it be 
capable of regeneration, of producing new vital forces? And 
the nation did succeed in rising again from its tomb. Hungary 
has shown the world that the Magyars and their State have a 
mission in Europe. Our self-reliance has been restored, and 
now the vigour of the enlarged country, its moral authority and 
military strength, give us increased confidence in our ability to 
cope with the work before us. Hungary’s historical mission in 
the Danube Valley is to preserve the balance of power. We must 
convince the world that Hungary as an independent State is 
necessary, not only to our own interests, but also to the peace 
of every nation living in this region. We come prepared to 
tackle all the problems of the Ruthenian people in a spirit of 
brotherly love,” —  continued M. Jaross, —  "and when we 
approach them in this spirit we do so with the primary inten
tion of supplying the Ruthenians with the means of subsistence. 
Besides this, it is the Hungarian Government's task to see that 
they enjoy the opportunities of political, cultural and economic 
progress that every people is entitled to demand. At the same 
time, however, we expect the Ruthenians to join us in declaring 
jhat a strong Hungary, a strong Hungarian nation, is the only 
absolute safeguard of their interests as well as of ours.”

COUNT CSAKY'S REPLY TO RUMANIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTER'S STATEMENTS

In his expose delivered before the Rumanian Foreign 
Affairs Committee on 29th November M. Gafencu, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, speaking of the relations between Rumania and 
Hungary, said amongst other things that the treaty of Trianon 
was not a terrible injustice, and that it could never be altered. 
On that same day Count Stephen Csaky, Hungarian Foreign 
Minister, made the following statement to a correspondent of 
the Hungarian Telegraph Bureau: —

"The Rumanian Foreign Minister, M. Gafencu, is said to 
have made a statement before the Rumanian Foreign Committee 
to the effect that the Treaty of Trianon was not a terrible 
injustice, and that whatever the new natural order of things 
might be, that Treaty could never be altered. Of all the States, 
whether belligerents or neutrals, who are not taking part in the 
present war, Rumania alone clings to this stubborn point of 
view. I consider that l  am doing my duty and serving the cause
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of peace, not only of the peace of Hungary, but also of that of 
Central Europe, when 1 raise my voice in warning and earnestly 
protest against the effort being made by Rumnnia to revive the 
spirit of the Paris Peace Treaties.

"It is my conviction that when the question of the Trianon 
Treaty comes to be laid before an impartial international tribunal, 
no matter when or where, it will be condemned —  as it has 
been condemned recently —  as unjust and urgently in need of 
revision so far as Rumania too is concerned. In an era when the 
failure of the Paris Peace Treaties is recognized, Rumania cannot 
be allowed to be the only State to profit by them, for this would 
not ensure tranquillity and peaceful development in the Basin 
of the Carpathians. The Rumanian Foreign Minister will surely 
know why not."

THE MINORITIES AND THE NEW RUMANIAN 
ADVOCATES BILL

An Edict promulgated lately has dissolved the General 
Law Association and the committees of the various Chambers 
of Advocates, and provides that until a new Act makes provision 
for a reorganization of those bodies, interim committees shall 
attend to their affairs. A t a meeting convened for 4th November 
of the committee of 30 appointed to draft the new Bill, M. 
Iamandi, —  who was Minister of Justice in the Argetoianu 
Cabinet, —  first stated the reasons that had induced the Govern
ment to dissolve the committees of the General Law Associa
tion and the Chambers of Advocates and to appoint interim 
ones to carry on their work. He then outlined the aims of the 
new Advocates Bill. Speaking of the fundamental principles 
underlying the new Bill, M. Iamandi in the first place laid 
stress on the point that, far from having any intention of 
abandoning the wish to ensure the priority of the Rumanian 
national elements, he thought that now was the time to attain 
that object by way of a law drafted in the spirit of the new 
Constitution. When formulating and applying this principle, 
however, the situation of the fairly large number of minority 
citizens in the country would have to be taken into considera
tion. While ensuring priority to the Rumanian national elements, 
—  said M. Iamandi, —  a system would have to be devised that 
would be in keeping with their position in the State and their 
loyalty towards it. In connection with the Rumanianizing of the 
Chambers of Advocates, M. Iamandi expressed the opinion that 
it would be the best plan to do so by legal methods, since a 
flouting of the laws of the land made people lose their respect 
for them. He also said that the Government wished to respect 
vested rights and would re-examine the cases of lawyers hitherto 
excluded from the Chambers.
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The standpoint of the minorities was stated by Dr. Hans 
Otto Roth, speaking on behalf of the German lawyers, and by 
Dr. Elem6r Gyarfas, representing the Magyars. Both speakers 
laid emphasis on the point that the new Advocates Bill ought to 
make it certain that lawful methods and stability prevailed in\ 
the practice of the legal profession. As regarded the priority of 
the national elements, that was, and would be, assured an any 
case —  he said —  by the mere fact that the Rumanians were 
in the majority. The solution of the problem, therefore, lay in 
an adequate guarantee that the minorities would be allowed to 
assert themselves in due proportion to their numerical strength.

No impartial criticism of the proposed new law is possible 
before the text thereof is made public, or rather until we see 
how it is carried out. W e have a vivid recollection of the principle 
of “ numerus valachicus”  (i. e. “ numerus nullus” )  applied not long 
ago to lawyers in Rumania, the aim of which was to exclude 
minority solicitors from the Chambers of Advocates. A  meeting 
held in Bucharest on 7th February passed a resolution in 
terms of which „in the service of the national idea only the 
rights of Rumanians are recognized.”  This in effect meant that 
citizens of non-Rumanian extraction were to have no rights at 
all. The atmosphere prevailing in the Chambers of Advocates 
in 1937 was so prejudiced and anti-minority that the then Chair
man of the Law Association, M. Micescu Istrate, called 
the minority solicitors "lice” and urged the need of disinfecting 
the premises. And at a congress of the Association held in 
Bucharest on 9th May of the same year, the minority lawyers 
were arbitrarily prevented from making their appearance and a 
resolution was carried by which the lawyers of the minorities 
in Rumania were declared to be second-rate citizens. It was 
also decided to exclude all but citizens of Rumanian ethnic 
origin from the Chambers of Advocates, and, in order to ensure 
the purely Rumanian composition of the latter, to revise the 
lists of members and strike out the names of all who did not 
fulfit the prescribed requirements.

There was no justification for the exclusion of the 
minorities from the Chambers of Advocates, particularly since 
the proportion of minority lawyers is considerably lower than 
the minorities would be entitled to according to their numbers. 
Here we would merely point out that in Transylvania the Ma
gyars represent 24.4% of the entire population, but that in no 
Transylvanian county —  not even in those inhabited almost 
exclusively by Szeklers —  does the proportion of minority 
solicitors rise above 20% of the total number of lawyers there. 
Of the 2646 lawyers in Transylvania only 542 (20%), are
Magyars, whereas there ought to be at least 646 on a propor
tional basis. To be just, we must note that the minorities are 
reassuringly well represented on the new interim committees
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managing the affairs of the Chambers of Advocates; in point of 
fact they are no longer debarred from leading positions on 
those committees. Whether the new, more "national" Tatarescu 
Government is going to bring the well-known ultra-chauvinist 
principles, involving the extermination of the minorities, that 
characterized his former regime, to bear on the aims of the new 
Advocates Act, is a question that only time can answer.

HUNGARIAN PARTY LEADER’S CRITICISM OF PREMIER 
TUKA'S PROGRAMME

On 22nd November M. Bela Tuka, Slovak Premier, made 
his d6but in the Pozsony Parliament. He outlined his programme 
of work and in his expose touched on all the major questions 
of Slovakia's domestic and foreign policy. Amongst other things 
he stated that one of the most important factors ensuring a 
successful solution of Slovakia's problems was internal order; 
he was sorry, however, to say that he noticed various hostile 
tendencies that were keeping the Slovak nation in a state of 
unrest and tension. Premier Tuka then spoke of the minorities 
and said: —

“Although our country is a national State, our political 
administration proposes to show the greatest measure of under
standing towards the minorities. We cannot, however, allow 
anyone to regard the equitable treatment meted out to the 
nationalities as a sign of indecision on the part of the Govern
ment . . .  We shall naturally adhere most strictly to the Consti
tution and give every nationality no more than the rights accorded 
to our Slovak brethren living in the country to which the 
nationality in question belongs and in which they are living as 
a minority.”

In the debate following Premier Tuka's expose one of the 
speakers was Count John Esterhazy, Chairman of the Hungarian 
Party of Slovakia. In his speech he referred to the Premier's 
announcement that the laws framed in Slovakia were free of all 
dogmatic abstractions. This would mean that practice would 
give meaning to the written paragraphs. From this angle Count 
Esterhazy went on to criticize the position of the Magyars in 
Slovakia. He enumerated a long list of the difficulties and 
obstacles with which they had to contend and stressed the 
importance of civil rights and liberties. If Slovaks and Germans 
were equally free to meet and hold assemblies, why was this 
forbidden the Magyars? The Magyar societies and organizations 
were struggling with difficulties. The Sz. M. K. E. (Central 
Association of Magyars in Slovakia) had not been allowed to 
continue its activities since April, and the statutes of the Boy 
Scouts' Association and the Children’s Welfare League had not 
been approved yet, despite the fact that all these three organiza
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tions were non-political associations. Count Esterhazy next 
enumerated several concrete cases in which the personal liberty 
of Magyars had been restricted. Freedom of speech today —  
he said —  was a source of more trouble than good. The 
Magyars had also many grievances in the field of education. 
Count Esterhazy then proceeded to submit a number of Magyar 
demands and complained of the economic injustices suffered by 
the Magyars. The Premier's speech had contained a detailed 
summary of the economic contacts that had existed for twenty 
years between Slovakia and the Czech Protectorate, but not a 
word had been said of those that for a thousand years had 
linked that country to Hungary. In conclusion Count Esterhazy 
spoke of Pozsony, its special role and position, and deplored 
the lack of the equality guaranteed by the Vienna Award. The 
activities of the Government Commissioner had not proved a 
success.

OFFICIAL SLOVAKIA OPPOSES RESUSCITATION OF 
CZECHO-SLOVAK STATE

The new Slovak Premier, Professor B6la Tuka, described 
his programme of work before the Slovak Parlaiment on 22nd 
November. Amongst other things, he defined his attitude towards 
the question of the resuscitation of Czecho-Slovakia. Premier 
Tuka rejected the idea entertained by the Western Powers of 
reconstructing the old Czecho-Slovak Republic. "It is” —  said 
Professor Tuka —  "inconsistent on the part of the Western 
Powers on the one hand to make it one of their war aims to 
recreate Czecho-Slovakia, and on the other, to de facto recognize 
the independence of Slovakia. . . ” "The Slovak nation has 
definitely settled accounts with Czecho-Slovakia; we shall never 
agree to its being reconstructed, for that would mean the end 
of Slovak liberty. . "Not until the resistance of the whole 
Slovak nation is broken will Slovakia cease to be an independent 
State."

The semi-official organ of the Slovak Government, the 
“ Slovak” , writing about this question in its issue of 25th November 
says: "The leading politicians, generals and experts of former 
Czecho-Slovakia have gathered in Paris. . .  W e have no objec
tion to these state-builders making provision for the future of 
the Czechs. That is a matter which concerns the Czech nation 
only. But we cannot understand how they find courage to 
decide the fate of the Slovak nation whose existence for twenty 
years they refused to acknowledge and whose name they still 
refuse to accept. For twenty years the fiction of a “ Czecho
slovak nation” broke the spirit of the Slovaks, sent their best 
men to prison, deprived the Slovak people of their means of 
subsistence, and of their daily bread, and drove our brethren
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into exile in the U. S. A. and the Argentine. And now this 
humiliating conception raises its head again, thanks to the 
fanatics of the old Czecho-Slovak regime. . ,  Viest has declared 
that the Czecho-Slovak State exists. The advocates of this 
dead idea are not ashamed to stand up and tell the world an 
untruth. They refuse to recognize the Slovak nation and the 
Slovak State; so now we ask them what right they have to 
speak on behalf of that nation and State. . .  The Slovak nation 
has had ample opportunities to learn what the lo^ingkindnc'ss 
of Benes and his friends means. For every Slovak the past 
twenty years are a dark chapter in the history of the Slovak 
nation. Benes and Co. have neither a natural nor a moral right 
to speak on behalf of the Slovak people. . .  Nobody —  not even 
the poorest Slovak in the humblest dwelling —  can be persuaded 
to believe that those gentlemen who ran away to foreign 
countries would ever bring happiness to his humble home or 
money to fill his empty purse, while the better-off Slovaks and 
the intelligentsia would not demean themselves to shake hands 
with certain individuals. Should any attempt be made to deprive 
the Slovaks of their independence, the whole Slovak nation 
would resist. . .  Those who regard us as their prey, who wish 
to make mock of our people, who fain would grow rich at our 
expense and steal our means of existence, who are trying to 
spread the theory of a Czecho-Slovak nation, will not be 
allowed to set foot again on Slovak so i l . . .  Hitherto Benes has 
been able to mislead French circles in Paris, because the Slovaks 
could not make their voices heard. But now the Slovak people 
have given their answer. If is for Benes and his followers to 
decide whether they are going to take cognizance of the protest 
voiced by the Slovaks of America, or whether they intend to 
continue their futile efforts to reconstruct a Czecho-Slovakia 
embracing Slovakia, i. e. former north-west Hungary, and the 
areas inhabited by Magyars restored to Hungary by the Vienna 
Award.

CROATIAN COMPLAINTS AGAINST YUGOSLAV 
LAND REFORM

Of late the Croatian newspapers have been devoting much 
space to the question of internal colonization in the Banate 
of Croatia. Thus, for instance, the "Hrvatska Straza” , a daily 
paper, points out in a lengthy article that enormous estates have 
been taken from the Roman Catholic Church and that these 
excellent lands have been given to Pravoslav (i. e. Serb) people, 
while the Roman Catholics of the districts in question, who were 
without any land at all, have been compelled to emigrate to 
America. They were not even allowed to show themselves to
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the colonists of non-Croatian origin who had been settled on 
those lands, for if by chance they ventured in their neighbourhood, 
the new occupants attacked them with guns and axes. Many a 
Croatian peasant paid with his life for daring to go near them. 
The newspaper urges that the proper authorities should devise 
some feasible method of transferring these non-Croatian 
political propagandists from the purely Croatian areas and of 
settling Croatian "landless" people in their stead. The ,,Obzor” 
of 3rd October contained a long article dealing with the same 
subject in which it was pointed out that 90%> of the colonists 
settled in Croatia were not Croats. The article demanded a fair 
solution of the problem that would provide the poor peasantry 
of Croatia with land.

The “ Hrvatski Narod", a weekly edited by the eminent 
Croatian author, Dr. Milan Budak, published on 29th September 
an article on the Land Reform, which was carried out wtihout 
any consideration for Croatian interests. In this article we find 
the following passage: “Dr, Chubrilovitch, Minister of Agriculture,, 
has stated that in the near future 27.000 cadastral yokes will 
be distributed among the Dobrovoljaci (war volunteers). The 
land in question is the socalled “ Meadow of Pancsova", where 
over 2000 families from the Banates of Vrbas, Drina, Zeta, Mo
rava and Croatia are to be settled . . . .  It is a well 
known fact that the Radical Governments gave many people land 
in the “ Precanski” areas (the territory wrested from the Austro- 
Hungarian Monarchy) in order to win and keep these people as 
their adherents . . .

“Here it should be mentioned that almost all the land 
distributed in the so-called "Precanski" areas was given to war 
volunteers, since not one square inch of soil was to be found 
in Serbia for this purpose. Land was also given to others who 
were not war volunteers, to all sorts of settlers, who, purely to 
serve political interests, were scattered over the whole area of 
Croatia by the successive Governments. No consideration what
ever was paid to the fact that there were many poor families 
among the Croats who ought to have been provided with land. 
No account was taken of the Croats of Lika, Zagorac, Dalmatia 
and Hercegovina. The Radical Ministers, as well as the Ministers 
of the Dictatorship, were concerned only with the Pravoslav 
populations, whose survival in the Croatian areas, on Croatian 
soil, they wished to ensure at all costs. . .  It happened, and 
still happens, that the war volunteers ruined the soil allotted 
to them because they did not know how it should be tilled . . .  
In his speeches M. Chubrilovitch .Minister of Agriculture, has
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often laid emphasis on social justice and justice in general; it 
would therefore not be a bad thing were he to make a closer 
examination of the question of the land allotted to the war 
volunteers and other settlers. W e believe he would find 
much that ought to be repaired, for Croatia was never a colony 
of any kind, not even a colony for war volunteers."

UNIVERSITY ELECTIONS AT ZAGREB
The Students' Union elections held by the Faculty of Agri

culture of the University of Zagreb on November 12th, resulted 
in the victory of the extreme nationalist party (108 votes), which 
is dissatisfied with the recent Serbo-Croat agreement; M. Macek’s 
party secured 82, the Specialists and Communists 55 votes. The 
Students’, Union of the Faculty of Law shows similar results; 
Nationalists 217, Ma£ek party 172.
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RUMANIA
THE RUMANIAN STATE TAKES POSSESSION OF THE 

ACADEMY OF LAW IN NAGYVARAD

Before the year 1919. i. e. before the beginning of the 
Rumanian regime —  there was an Academy of Law in the city 
of Nagyvarad; the building has been the property of the Roman 
Catholic Studies Fund for 70 years. — The Rumanian 
Minister of Education applied to the County Court of 
Nagyvarad, asking for the allotment of this property to the 
Rumanian State as legal successor of the Roman Catholic 
Studies Fund. The allotment was made and executed without the 
previous information of the parties concerned. The decision made 
has now been confirmed by the Court of Appeal, but this latter 
finding was not final yet. The Roman Catholic Studies Fund is 
at present under the care of the college of Roman Catholic 
bishops in Rumania, which is presided over by Cardinal Cisar 
of Bucharest; this state of affairs was confirmed by the 
Concordat concluded between Rumania and the Holy See. The 
Cardinal president appealed against the above finding, but his 
appeal was rejected in spite of the fact that the Concordat — 
which had been ratified by law —  declares that the Studies Fund 
is to be looked upon —  as it was in the past, —  as an artifical 
person, so that there can be no question of legal succession on 
the part of the Rumanian State. —  (Brassoi Lapok, November 
13. 1939.).

NO SUBSIDY TO MINORITY SCHOOLS IN ARAD
In spote of the fact that the city of Arad is largely inhabited 

by minorities, especially by Magyars, it has not granted any 
subsidy to the minority schools, which the minority churches are 
now maintaining with ihe utmost difficulty. {Hirlap, October 15.)

STATUS OF TWO HUNGARIAN SCHOOLS STILL 
UNSETTLED

The city of Temesvar ( Timisoara)  had for many years had 
one single Hungarian secondary school —  the Roman Catholic 
grammar school of four classes —  which the Government
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deprived of its right to figure as a publis school some years 
ago, because —  it was alleged —  the school authorities had 
omitted to provide for certain acquisitions. After this the number 
of pupils began to decrease rapidly, so that the school was 
faced with the most critical situation. When after repeated 
enquiries the official authorities were satisfied that the school 
had actually provided for the necessary acquisitions, the school 
authorities obtained permission to re-open the first public class 
of the school in 1938. At the same time, they were told that the 
permission would be successively prolonged for the re-opening 
of further public classes; this prolongation has, however, not 
been granted so far either for the second or for the third class 
and is thus three years overdue now. The Hungarians of the 
Rumanian Banate have every right to claim the re-opening of 
the only Hungarian secondary school of their chief provincial 
city. —  In the city of Arad on the Hungaro-Rumanian frontier 
the Hungarian population has, again, only one Hungarian secon
dary school, the Roman Catholic grammar school, which has 
only three public classes. All attempts to obtain permission for 
the re-opening of the whole school have hitherto failed. [Magyar 
Ujsag, November 18.)

TEMESVAR APPLIES FOR HUNGARIAN KINDERGARTENS
The State is maintaining four German kindergartens in the 

city of Temesvar with a full staff appointed and maintained by 
the State. The local leaders of the Hungarian Community have 
now started a similar movement to ensure the opening of Hun
garian kindergartens by the State. (Deli Hirlap, October 19.).

MORE MILITARY COURT SENTENCES AGAINST MAGYARS
Military court proceedings taken without came are one of the 

most " popular”  means of annoying the minorities. Even if the 
trial ends with the acquittal of the defendants, the whole 
procedure means for them endless suffering and material sacrifice. 
The Rumanian newspapers have, now dished up a few of the 
latest cases, among them the case of M. Imre Zubor, a solicitor 
in Arad. He had been accused of hostility against the State, 
because certain phrases in a letter written to one of his friends 
were misconstrued by the authorities, and because copies of 
foreign newspapers had been found in his home. The military 
court had annulled two verdicts passed by courts of lower instance: 
in the first place M. Zubor was sentenced to three years imprison
ment, then to three and a half years; in the meantime he was, 
of course, kept in confinement. The third, and final, quashing of 
the sentence and the acquittal of the defendant took place some 
time ago, when the military court found that M. Zubor was not
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guilty of the charge brought against him; he was, however, found 
guilty of a minor offence in so far that he had had copies of 
newspapers in his home which had not been seen by the Censor; 
in view of his protracted preliminary arrest, however, he was 
released at once. (Hirlap, November 18.) —  The Rev. Samuel 
Csog of Nyarszo was also acquitted of the charge of concealing 
arms; it was found that an old revolver —  completely out of 
order —  had been concealed in the loft of the parson's house by 
one of its former occupants. (Esti Lap, November 14.) —  Two 
inhabitants of the village of Kovaszna, Sandor and Barabas Nagy, 
were acquitted of the charge —  brought against them by a personal 
enemy —  of infringing the honour of the Rumanian nation and the 
State. (Nepujsdg, October 21.) —  The military court of Brasso 
acquitted the farmer Peter Janos Szekely of Tiirkos (County of 
Brasso) of the same charge, which had been brought against him 
by the local gendarmes. (Nepujsag, November 13.)

SZEKLER JOINT TENANTS TO PAY ILLEGAL PENALTY 
OF 2.600.000 LEI

In the three Szekler counties (Csik, Haromszek, Udvarhely) 
of Transylvania —  a province annexed to Rumania by the 
Treaty of Trianon —  most of the land consists of forests and 
high mountain pastures. This property has never been suited 
for private cultivation, so that it was turned —  many centuries 
ago —  into an indivisible property of the entire population 
("compossessoratus”)  In other words, these Magyar counties 
gradually developed a peculiar form of private ownership, i. e. 
the system of “ joint tenancy” , which was based partly on tradi
tion and partly on the laws of the country (Art. 55, 1871). The 
Magyar population of these counties was thus in possession of 
a considerable amount of property, which —  ever since the 
beginning of the Rumanian regime —  all successive Rumanian 
governments have endeavoured to weaken or to take away 
entirely from its lawful owners, with a view to giving it to 
Rumanians. The Rumanian Land Reform dealt a heavy blow to the 
system of joint tenancy, so that the amount of confiscated property 
represented a value of many hundred million lei. At the same 
time, official inquiries are being incessantly conducted against 
the Szekler joint tenancy. The following is a glaring example: 
A  storm recently tore up many trees in the common forest of 
Csikszentdomokos, a village in the County of Csik. In pursuance 
of the orders of the forestry authorities the leader of the joint 
tenancy had the fallen trees removed from the place and sold 
the material in accordance with the terms of the official permit. 
Although he had notified the authorities of the progress of the 
sale, a commission was nevertheless recently sent to the village 
to examine the books of the joint tenancy; as a result of the
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enquiry the commission "found" that the joint tenancy had 
omitted to notify the authorities of the exact amount of wood it 
had sold. The tenancy was therefore compelled to pay a fine of
2.600.000 lei, which is the price of 14.000 cubic metres of wood, 
plus the tax which —  the commission declared —  the tenancy 
had omitted to pay. The tenancy thereupon appealed against 
this decision and submitted its proofs of the fact that it had 
always duly notified the authorities of the sale of wood, so that 
there can be no question of a failure to pay taxes.

NO PENSIONS FOR DISABLED SOLDIERS
Those disabled officers and subalterns belonging to the late 

Austro-Hungarian Army who now live in Transylvania have not 
yet received their pensions from the Rumanian State, although 
the problem has by now been settled satisfactorily by all Western 
States; the majority of the men are either Magyars or Germans. 
No change has been effected by the Law of 1933, which provides 
that these disabled soldiers are entitled to claim the same 
pensions as the disabled soldiers of the Rumanian Army. The 
enforcement of the law was postponed —  it is said —  owing 
to the lack of necessary funds. The Hungarian Community has 
now repeatedly appealed to the Government for the settlement 
of the problem of disabled soldiers' pensions. (Brassoi Lapok, 
November 20.).

SLOVAKIA
DEMONSTRATIONS IN POZSONY ON NOVEMBER 2nd

On November 2nd, the anniversary of the Vienna Award — 
to which both nations had subjected themselves — demonstrations 
were held in Pozsony (Bratislava) by Slovak nationals dissatisfied 
with the award. The demonstration —  which was an offence 
against the two great powers responsible for the award — ended 
in the smashing of the windows of Hungarian shops. (U j Hirek, 
November 5.)

IS THIS A  “ CRIME" TOO?
The Magyars in Slovakia endeavour to save their impoverished 

cultural institutions by the occasional arrangement of public 
street collections. On November 19th the Hungarian Party arranged 
its third public collection since the establishment of the 
independent Slovak State; the contributions to this collection 
amounted to 120.700 crowns. Some of the contributors bought a 
considerable number of tickets and stuck them in their button
holes. The Slovak authorities considered this as a form of 
demonstration, whereupon the Hungarian Party instructed its
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members to wear not more than three tickets in their button
holes. (U j Hirek, November 21.)

HOSTILE TREATMENT OF HUNGARIAN WORKERS
M. Tibor Neumann, the Hungarian Deputy Commissioner of 

the Government in Pozsony (Bratislava), on November 23rd 
informed the municipal council of the Slovak capital of the 
grievances of the Hungarian workers in the city. He demanded 
that the authorities should put an end to the hostile treatment of 
Hungarian workers by various municipal bodies, especially by the 
Labour Bureau; the grievances, he pointed out, could essily be 
remedied if the Hungarian nationals were represented at this 
office by a delegate. (U j Hirek, November 26, 1939.)

RESTRICTION OF IMPORTATION OF HUNGARIAN BOOKS
In 1937 Hungary exported to Czechoslovakia 3.298 quintals 

of Hungarian books and periodicals representing a value of
778.000 pengo, or 5,446.000 Czechslovak crowns. The value of 
books to be imported to Slovakia has now been restricted to
600.000 Slovak crowns, not quite one tenth of the above amount. 
At the same time the Hungarian Government raised the value of 
printed matter to be imported from Slovakia to three times the 
amount of 1937. (U j Hirek, November 24.)

YUGOSLAVIA
TEACHERS’ APPOINTMENTS AND MAGYAR MINORITY

The majority of the teachers employed in the called 
"Magyars sections" of Yugoslav schools are not Magyars, but 
either Serbs or Croats. This also explains the fact that —  
contrary to the provisions of § 45, of the Yugoslav Elementary 
Education Act and Art. 9 of the Minority Agreement —  most 
of the subjects, too, are being taught in the State language and 
not in the children's own language. This scarcity of Hungarian 
teachers might possibly be counterbalanced —  at least to a 
certain extent —  by the appointment of those young teachers 
who received diplomas in the Hungarian section of the State 
Training School of Belgrade in June last. So far, however, not 
more than seven out of the thirteen graduates have been appointed 
by the Government, which is by no means a proof of good will 
and readiness to help the Hungarian schools in the solution of 
their problem.
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APPOINTMENT OF BANATE COUNCILLORS, AND MAGYAR
MINORITY

M. Jovan Radivoyevich, head of the Danube Banate, has 
recently relieved 13 Banate Councillors of their office and 
appointed new councillors to the vacancies. There is not one 
single Magyar among the newly appointed councillors, which is 
a glaring breach of the repeated assurances of the Serbs concern
ing equal and just treatment. Another striking proof is the fact 
that of all the members (90 in number) of the entire Banate 
Council, only two are Magyars, in spite of the fact that on 
account of its official percentage (18%) the Magyar population 
of the Danube Banate is entitled to be represented by at least 
16— 17 Banate councillors.

GERMANS ALSO COMPLAINING
A similar complaint is voiced by the German minority paper 

“ Volksruf” , which, on October 27th, referred to the numerous 
promises made by the Yugoslav authorities concerning the 
settlement of the German minority school problems. The Belgrade 
paper “Politika”  on August 21st reported that 530 out of the 560 
teachers applications had been favourably settled by the Ministry 
of Education, but the number of teachers appointed to the German 
sections of the elementary schools was not more than three. Of 
the 22 teachers qualified by the German training school in June 
this year, only one —  a woman —  has been appointed; she, too, 
was appointed to a school in the Zeta Banate, although her husband 
is teaching in a school in the Danube Banate. The other 30 
applicants —  including the above mentioned 21 newly qualified 
teachers —  are still waiting for appointments.
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HUNGARY
HUNGARY'S FOREIGN TRADE EXPANDING

According to a report issued by the Central Statistical Bureau, 
imports in October represented a total value of 37,700.000 pengo 
(as against 33,700.000 in the same month last year), while the 
value of the exports amounted to 51,800.000 (44,100.000) pengo, 
the balance for that month thus showing an excens of exports of
14,100.000 (10,400.000) pengo. The figures for the ten months 
from January to October inclusive show that the value of our 
imports during that period aggregated 393,700.000 (332,300.000) 
and that of our exports 480,600.000 (437,300.000) pengo. The 
balance for these ten months thus closed with an excess of exports 
of 86,900.000 (105,000.000) pengo. The figures for the first ten 
months of this year show a notable increase in our imports of 
industrial raw materials, while imports of timber and prepared 
wood have declined sharply in comparison with last year. The 
rise in exports is due to brisker business in agricultural produce.

DECREASE IN THE CIRCULATION OF BANKNOTES; — 
THE RATE OF INTEREST AT 4°/o.

It appears from the report of the National Bank published 
on November 23rd that the circulation of banknotes has decreased 
by 40. 1 million pengo since November 15th. The amount of 
State current accounts was 30.4 million pengo, other accounts 
3 million pengo, so that the total of current accounts 
amounted to 33.4 million pengo. The amount of redeemed bills 
was 13 millions higher than that of new bills. The total stock of 
token coin was 18 millions higher, while the amount of mortgage 
loans increased by 3.9 millions. The amount of Sundry Assets 
show an increase by 2.7 millions and that of Sundry Liabilities 
by 0.6 millions.

Assets: metal reserve 124,058.352.20, foreign bills and 
currency 76,543.566,73, total: 200,601.919.93 (— 1,545.190.22), stock 
of token coin 10,145.515.31 ( +  1,863.988.14), public mortgage bonds 
and stocks 532.585.445.79 (— 13,059.291.27), mortgage loans
38,874.500 (+3,900.000), long term State debts 217,516.687.91), 
short term current account debts 30,000.0000.— , State debts in 
the reoccupied areas, accruing from the exchange Crown 
banknotes and coins 95,293.373.68, total 342,815.061.59 (—3500.—),
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buildings and investments 5,670.674.44 (same), Sundon assets 
339,227.681.03 (+2,754.980.18) total 1,469.820.798.09).

Liabilities: Share capital 34,095, reserve fund 10,074.529.28 
(both unchange), note circulation 893,926.960.—  (— 40,169.160.— ), 
current account debts and other debts: State 200,243.226.82, 
others 32,549.900.69, total 232,793.127.51 (+33,432.753.79), receipts 
issued according to Art. 73. of the Statutes 93,543.805.38 
(unchanged), Sundon liabilities 199,726.280.92 (+647.393.04), total 
1,469.820.798.09 pengo. Rate of interest since August 29th: 4°/o.

YUGOSLAVIA
NEW LAND REFORM IN YUGOSLAVIA?

For some time certain Yugoslav circles have been urging 
with increasing insistency the necessity of a new Land Reform, 
without, however, even attempting to give reasons for their 
demands and in spite of the fact that the first Land Reform 
scheme, which was of a very extensive nature, has not yet been 
fully carried into execution.

The first Land Reform scheme, as we know, was inaugurated 
by an Order in Council issued on 25th February 1919. In terms 
of this Order and of others amending and supplementing it, 
the following estates were classified as "large" estates liable to 
be expropriated and cut up into smaller holdings: 1. In Gorz, 
Istria, Dalmatia and Hercegovina estates of 50 hectares (87 
cadastral yokes) of arable land and in general all estates of 
100 hectares (174 cadastral yokes); 2. in Slovenia, the Trans- 
Mura districts, the Murakoz and three of the Croatian counties 
estates of 75 hectares (130 cadastral yokes) of arable land and 
in general all estates of 200 hectares (347 cadastral yokes); 3. 
In six districts of Croatia and part of Montenegro estates of 
100 hectares (174 cadastral yokes) of arable land and in general 
all estates of 300 hectares (521 cadastral yokes); 4. in the rest 
of Croatia and part of Bosnia estates of 150 hectares (260 
cadastral yokes) of arable land and in general all estates of 
400 hectares (695 cadastral yokes); 5. in one of the counties 
of Slavonia and eight districts of Bosnia estates of 200 hectares 
(347 cadastral yokes) of arable land and in general estates of 
450 hectares (787 cadastral yokes) and 6. in two of the counties 
of Slavonia, in counties Bacska, Banat and Baranya, that is 
to say in the areas detached from Hungary, the Voivodina, and 
in the new Serb areas, estates of 300 hectares (521 cadastral 
yokes) of arable land and in general all estates of 500 hectares 
(869 cadastral yokes).

We give these figures merely as evidence that with the 
execution of the Land Reform large estates, barring State 
properties and a very few so-called "super-maximum” ones,
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have entirely ceased to exist in the whole area of Yugoslavia, 
and that in consequence a new Land Reform could not be 
carried out except by cutting up the medium-sized estates left. 
In the Voivodina, the part of the country where over 400.000 
Magyars —  about three-fourths of the total Magyar population 
of Yugoslavia —  live and which since 3rd October, when the 
country was divided into Banates, forms the greater part of 
the Danube Banate, the object of the Land Reform was to strike 
an economic blow at the Magyar elements and if possible ruin 
them. The aggregate extent of the large estates in that region 
was 751.149 hectares (1.302.392 cadastral yokes) of which area 
435.812 hectares (756.106 cadastral yokes) were arable land. Of 
this arable land 285.591 hectares (495.216 cadastral yokes) were 
expropriated and parcelled ont. The Magyars and Germans, like 
the rest of the national minorities, were entirely excluded from 
the benefits of the Land Reform and all the land expropriated 
was divided among 74.188 Slav claimants —  12.265 war volunteers 
(dobrovoljaci), 4730 settlers, optants and refugees and 57.193 
local claimants.

The purchase price was fixed so low that it did not amount 
to more than one-fifteenth or one-tenth of the market price of 
land. Even so these sums were not paid in cash to the ex
propriated landowners, but in State-guaranteed bonds redeemable 
within thirty years the market value of which, at the best, is 
about half their nominal value. In practice this means that the 
landowners are not getting more than one-thirtieth or one- 
twentieth of the value of their land. And when we consider that 
the owners of more than three-fourths of the land expropriated 
in the Voivodina were of Magyar race, most of whom have not yet 
received the redemption bonds, we shall have an idea of the 
fatal consequences in store for the Magyars of Yugoslavia if 
the new Land Reform suggested on so many sides is carried 
through.

A  new Land Reform was urged, for instance, by the war 
volunteers at a meeting held at Ujvidek (Novisad) about the 
end of October. They demanded a considerable reduction of the 
maximum size of estates and a further distribution of land. The 
same demands were urged at Bacstopolya by the adherents of 
the Serb Peasant Party, and these demands were also supported 
by the Croats, one of whose organs, the “ Obzor", on 3rd October 
wrote as follows: —  "As regards the Voivodina, the properly 
understood interests of the State demand that the question of 
colonization there should be settled to the complete satisfac
tion of the Croats and Serbs. We declare that it would not be 
difficult to find such a solution of the problem of colonization 
in the .Voivodina.” These sentences are an additional proof of 
the indisputable fact that nationalist points of view were the 
mainspring of the Yugoslav Land Reform.
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The need of revising the Land Reform measures was also 
urged by M. Beshlitz, former Minister of Agriculture and present 
Minister of Communications, at a meeting of the Government 
Party held at Pancsevo on 29th October; and a similar state
ment was made on 27th October by M. Chubrilovitch, Minister 
of Agriculture, on the occasion of his visit to Ujvidek. To a 
question put by the correspondent of the “ Jutarni List" as to 
whether it was proposed to revise the Land Reform measures 
in the Danube Banate by introducing a new Reform, the Minister 
of Agriculture replied: —  “Yes, yes. In six months I shall be 
able to tell you more about that. The Voivodina is a very promis
ing field, where much remains to be done." What M. Chubrilovitch 
regards as essential in the Voivodina may be gathered from a 
reliable Belgrade source. According to an authentic report 
received from that source, it is proposed to reduce the present 
maximum size of estates in the Voivodina from 300 to 100 
hectares (174 cadastral yokes). This would mean that the bulk 
of the land still in Magyar hands would be expropriated on 
the terms described above, that is to say, practically without 
payment of any compensation, and that consequently thousands 
of Magyar labourers employed on these medium-sized estates 
would lose their jobs and all possibility of earning their living.

According to another statement made by M. Chubrilovitch, 
a phase of this Land Reform scheme to be carried out chiefly 
in the Voivodina will be the settlement of about 2000 war 
volunteers on the land reclaimed at an expense of several 
million dinars on the left bank of the Danube opposite Belgrade 
and known as the Meadow of Pancsevo. The settlement of this 
fresh contingent of war volunteers on the southern fringe of the 
Hungarian lands attached to Yugoslavia will also, like the 
previous settlements and the new Land Reform promised by the 
Minister of Agriculture, primarily serve nationalist aims and 
endeavours. Were this not so; were it the intention of the 
Administration to carry out the new Land Reform solely with 
an eye to economic and social considerations, it is not the 
medium-sized estates belonging to the Magyars of the Voivodina 
that ought to be used for colonization purposes, but the 1.400.000 
hectares (2.426.000 cadastral yokes) which, according to a report 
laid before the Skupshtina on 7th March 1937 by the then 
Minister of Agriculture, M. Swetozar Stankovitch, have been 
rendered arable during the past ten years by drainage, the recla
mation of inundation areas and the improvement of the soil. 
Without launching a new campaign of expropriation against 
private landowners, the Government might also find other areas 
suitable for the purposes of colonization and Land Reform; for 
instance, the several million cadastral yokes owned by the State 
itself, a very considerable part of which is agricultural, or 
arable land.
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If to all this we add that the Order in Council restricting 
the sale of real estate makes it practically impossible for non- 
Yugoslav citizens, particularly Magyar nationals, to acquire an 
estate or even a small plot of land, it is easy to understand 
that the announcement of, and insistence on, a new Land Reform 
has given rise to great anxiety and indignation among the 
Magyar and German minorities. They have every reason ta. 
regard the possibility of a new Land Reform as a further 
triumph —  in fact the crowning triumph —  of the policy of 
dispossession directed against them and inaugurated with the 
first Land Reform.

SETTLEMENT OF CLEARING DEBTS BETWEEN HUNGARY 
AND YUGOSLAVIA

As a result of clearing transactions between Hungary and 
Yugoslavia, Hungary owed Yugoslavia a considerable sum, which 
—  following an agreement between the three countries —  
Yugoslavia ceded to Italy, who in her turn, also owed Hungary 
a large sum. By this means it will be possible to settle the whole 
difference of accounts between Hungary and Yugoslavia, a result 
which will no doubt exercise a favourable effect on the 
development of the trade relations of the two countries.

THE BANKS OF CROATIA
The data relating to the situation of banks in Yugoslavia in 

the year 1937 have just been published. It appears from them 
that the total number of banks in the country was 584, of which 
number 118. (20°/o) were in the Banate of Croatia. The above 
number of Croatian banks is distributed as follows: 12 in the 
former Save Banate, 24 in Zagreb, 12 in the former Littoral 
Banate (Dalmatia), 10 in those areas which have been annexed to 
Croatia out of the Banates of Zeta, Drina and Vrbas. It is 
interesting to read the data relating to the amounts of deposits 
in the custody of these banks: the total amount of deposits in the 
banks of Yugoslavia was 5.303,000.000 dinars, out of which 
amount 2.670,000.000 dinars (50.36°/» of the total amount of 
deposits) were administerd by banks in Croatia.

DEMAND FOR INDEPENDENT BRANCH OF NATIONAL 
BANK IN ZAGREB

Political and economic circles in Zagreb and in the Banate 
of Croatia have repeatedly demanded the establishment of an 
independent branch of the National Bank at Zagreb, in place of 
the subordinate branch functioning there at present. This 
independent branch should possess a certain independence in 
matters of credit, exports and imports.
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