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FROM MUNICH TO SALZBURG
BY

ELEMfiR SZUDY

A year ago, in the months of August and September, 
the European situation had become so tense over 
the question of Czecho-SIovakia that we were near 

to another world war. At the last moment, however, the 
statesmen shaping the policy of the Great Powers recoiled 
from the thought of the terrible catastrophe which seemed 
so imminent. A  wise and equitable agreement was concluded 
in Munich. Now, a year later, the Danzig problem is the 
fire-brand that may at any moment set the whole world 
ablaze. Mankind is again at war, this time a war of the 
nerves: the hearts of millions are filled with fear of war, 
the world's economic circulation is paralysed and European 
civilization is gradually approaching a crisis. And why? 
For no other reason than that the Paris Peace Treaties 
concluding the last war produced bad or half solutions. The 
faults latent in those bad or half solutions are now, one after 
the other, making their evil consequences felt, are poisoning 
the European atmosphere. And instead of sitting down to a 
conference and repairing once for all the terrible mistakes 
of the Paris Peace Treaties and establishing a satisfactory 
peace in conformity with the interests of all the parties con
cerned by eliminating the injustices of those treaties, the 
Great Powers deal with each symptom singly as it arises and 
then wait until a new sore breaks out on Europe's body 
before taking further steps.

If we seek the reason why the Great Powers have not 
yet sat down to negotiations that would lead to a general 
settlement, we shall find it in the fact that the spirit of the
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Paris Peace Treaties, far from being dead, is more alive than 
ever. And this spirit is one of falsification, misrepresentation 
and deception. In recent years the leading statesmen of all 
the Great Powers in Europe without exception have publicly 
avowed their desire for peace and admitted the necessity of 
a peaceful settlement, but they have not been able to assert 
their wishes because their hands are tied and their vision 
obscured, or at least dimmed, by that secret spirit, secret 
force, which though at the time of the Peace Conference it 
openly revealed its face, has, especially of late years, been 
secretly poisoning the minds of the European nations and 
setting them at variance with one another. When statesmen 
—  whether of one group of Powers or of the other —  meet 
to negotiate, this spirit of calumny and strife immediately 
sets to work, in the Press, by way of secret agents, and with 
all the technique of modem intrigue, to poison the most 
peaceful atmosphere of discussion and spoil the best plans, 
lest a reciprocal rapprochement be achieved between the 
conflicting nations. One of the most illuminating examples of 
this work was observable at the time of the Salzburg pour
parlers. About the middle of August Herr von Ribbentrop, 
Germany's Foreign Minister, discussed in Salzburg with 
Count Ciano and the Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Count Csaky matters affecting the political situation of the 
three countries represented. Simultaneously with these con
versations the idea of a general international conference was 
again mooted, a conference at which all the questions at 
issue might be settled permanently. This excellent plan lived 
less than twice twenty-four hours before it was killed by 
gentle hands.

Nevertheless, we cannot believe that mankind can be 
made to give up this splendid idea for ever. A desire for a 
general revision of the Peace Treaties lives in the soul of, 
every soberminded and honest man, and all who really have
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the vital interests of their own country and mankind in 
general at heart must strive to the best of their ability to 
hasten its coming. Every day lost may mean the sacrifice of 
many thousands of lives. .With the "Times" we also say that 
a peace conference should be held before another war, not 
after it.

Needless to say, Hungary would be one of the parties 
most vitally concerned at such a conference. Hungary, un
fortunately, has many serious matters to settle with 
certain of her neighbours, who stall refuse to read the signs 
of the times and recognize the change that has come over 
their spirit and who are not prepared even yet to 
further the establishment of universal European peace. On 
the contrary, day after day, they play on the nerves of the 
Hungarian nation. Rumania —  for the present we do not 
know why — is building strong military fortifications on her 
western frontier facing Hungary, and is expropriating more 
and more of the land belonging to the Magyar minority; 
preparations have, in fact, been made to transfer a certain 
part of the Magyar population to other parts of the country. 
These and similar acts serve to make the situation between 
Hungary and Rumania very acute. No kind of written law 
or international treaty entitles the Rumanian authorities to 
behave as they do; on the contrary, the Minority Treaty 
signed by Rumania herself (which, by the way, she has never 
respected) is the very instrument which ought to ensure that 
the autochtonous Magyar population should be able to live 
unmolested. What happens, however, is that the Bucharest 
newspapers publish long lists of the lands expropriated by 
the State along the Hungarian frontier, chiefly in County 
Bihar. For Hungarian eyes these lists are a shocking sight 
and one calculated to make relations between the two 
countries colder even then they were. The lot of two million 
Magyars in Rumania presents a lamentable picture and this 
is the reason why the question is one the solution of which 
cannot be long delayed.
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But Rumania is not the only country that tries the nerves 
of the Hungarian nation. The new Slovak State does the 
same, where day by day the vilest calumnies are being 
spread —  often by official circles —  about Hungary. In 
answer to a question put to him in Parliament, the Hun
garian Foreign Minister said: "I  must warn Slovakia to be 
more careful of laying too great a strain upon the nervous 
system of the Hungarian nation, for though it may stand 
much, it will not stand everything." Perhaps that solemn 
warning will be taken to heart in Slovakia. For a thousand 
years the Hungarian nation lived in friendly symbiosis with 
the honest, sober and religious people of Slovakia, and we 
would fain preserve these traditions in the future too.

Hungary's neighbours must stop their provocative and 
insulting behaviour. It merely tends to work havoc with 
good, neighbourly relations, for the Hungarian nation always 
hits back and will always protest against it. Hungary will 
also protest against intrigue from whatever source that 
adversely affects the vital interests of the nation. In the 
present instance we protest energetically against those tenden- 
tional reports which were spread in the international Press not 
long ago in connection with Count Csaky's visist to Salzburg, 
and which were bent on making the world believe that Hun
gary' sovereignty as a State, her political and economic in
dependence, had become uncertain. The object of these 
tendentious reparts was to undermine Hungary's prestige. 
A  fitting answer to them was given by Count Csaky on 21st 
August by way of the Hungarian Telegraphic Bureau, when, 
amongst other things, he said: “ Once again 1 repeat that 
nobody in Germany or Italy demanded, desired or asked 
anything either of the Hungarian Government or its Foreign 
Minister. No suggestions were even made to us. For my own 
part I enjoyed myself so well in both countries that it was 
only because my holidays were over that I came home from 
abroad.
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"Fortunately for Hungary she has friends in every 
country. I ask them to say a word in our favour to their own 
Governments and their acquaintances. I would request them 
to remind everybody that in every age and circumstance this 
thousand-year-old State has always prized reliability and 
national honour above all else, and that these are the very 
qualities of the Hungarian nation that are valued by its 
powerful friends."

Later on Count Gsaky said:
"An independent and strong Hungary is one of the in

dispensable factors of a political balance of power in Central 
Europe."

Every Hungarian agrees with this statement of Count 
Gsaky's and every statesman in Europe would do well to 
take it to heart. From the teachings of history we learn that 
the balance of power in Central and Eastern Europe was 
maintained by a strong and vital Hungary. When Hungary 
was dismembered and her vital forces impaired by Trianon, 
chaos and confusion set in. One sine qua non, therefore, of 
permanent peace in Europe is that Hungary's reinforcement 
and independence should be ensured. The next peace con
ference will do its work well only if at its conclusion the 
delegates of the Hungarian nation rises from the conference 
table as the representatives of an independent and strong 
Hungary.
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