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Never in the course of history have two neighbouring 
nations shown such a great and lasting friendship for 
one another as that existing between Hungary and 

Poland. The reason, as M. Kalman de Kanya, former Hungarian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, has explained in a book entitled 
“ Hungary-Poland” , is that ,,there is nothing to cause a breach 
between Hungary and Poland". As regards the future, M. 
Kanya says that "many possibilites calculated to maintain 
lasting and equitable peace await realization by the two 
nations." In the same volume Col. Beck says: —  "To speak 
of Polish-Hungarian contacts is equivalent to a synthetic 
epitome of the friendship lasting for centuries between the two 
nations." The eminent historian, Dr. Valentine Homan, Hun- 
garian Minister of Education, who also contributed to the 
above-mentioned volume, remarks: —  "The history of the 
Hungarian nation is an unbroken chain of struggles for in
dependence; the same is also true of Poland. This struggle 
has proved successful when the two nations fight shoulder to 
shoulder and is apt to fail when their forces are divided.” A  
Polish publicist, Sanislo Wor cel, writing of the partition of 
Poland in the eighteenth century, says: — "It is probable that 
the partition of Poland would never have taken place had 
Hungary been independent at the time."

The Carpathians are so natural a frontier between the 
two countries that they obviate the possibility of conflict, 
and at the same time afford the safest basis of support for 
united work. The two nations that came into being on either 
side of those mountains in the tenth century acted as a check 
on a further migration of the peoples, and so gave the young 
European countries an opportunity of development.

Hungary and Poland were compelled to fight incessantly 
against the Petchenegs, Huns and other peoples that had been 
driven towards the heart of Europe by the pressure of the
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Mongols. Then, in the first half of the thirteenth century, the 
Mongols themselves appeared under the command of Ginghis 
Khan himself in the gates of Europe There they were con
fronted by Hungary and Poland. The two nations stove with 
might and main to stem the onrush of the barbarian hordes 
threatening to lay waste the whole of Europa. The flower of 
the Polish and Hungarian nations perished, the former on the 
battlefield of Legnyicki, the latter at Mohi Puszta. The havoc 
wrought by the Mongols was so devastating that after their 
retreat Hungary had to be re-peopled, and in Western Silesia 
the Poles had been so utterly exterminated that the land was 
taken possession of by Germans from the east. This was the 
first joint sacrifice of blood made for Europe by the sister- 
nations.

Against the re-birth of a Poland to which the Mongol 
invasion had dealt so shattering a blow the Czechs and the 
German Knights, who had established a principality in Slav 
territory in Prussia, then far from the German Empire, 
combined forces. Hungary took sides with Poland in tins 
struggle. The Polish-Hungarian alliance of offence and defence 
led to the complete elimination, of that combination at the 
congress convened to meet at Visegrad in 1331 by the Hun
garian King, Robert Charles.

The national and political renascence of Hungary had 
by this time reached its zenith, and the two nations 
understood so well that their interests were identical that 
they united under one king, Louis the Great of Hungary. After 
his death, his daughter Hedvig became Queen of Poland. This 
Hungarian queen, supported by Hungarian policy, did much 
to promote Poland's development. She brought about Poland’s 
union with Lithuania (1386), an achievement that for centuries 
ensured Poland's supremacy as a political power in the 
northeast of Europe.

At the close of the fifteenth century under King Matthias 
Hungary reached the summit of the political might 
founded by Louis the Great. But the two Central 
European Powers, whose political importance at that 
time vied with that of France, now found themselves 
face to face with a new and deadly enemy: Turkey. Under 
the leadership of John Hunyadi Hungary for a time stemmed
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the tide of Turkish invasion. Matthias Hunyadi then decided 
to provoke a final settlement of accounts with the Turks, but 
not until he had made adequate preparations. He was 
determined to have a thoroughly reliable hinterland behind 
his armies; death, however, claimed him before his 
preparations had been completed.

The Hungarians were absolutely certain that in the ap
proaching life and death struggle they could count on the Poles 
without prejudicing their own interests; so they put on the 
throne of Hungary a member of the Polish dynasty, who 
would bring the Polish forces into the confict with the Turks. 
Wladislas II and Louis II, Members of the Polish House of 
Jagello, both fell in battle, Wladislas at Varna in 1444 and 
Louis at Mohacs in 1526.

At the battle of Mohacs in 1526 the forces of Hungary 
were annihilated. For 150 years the Turks held possession 
of half of Hungary. North and West Hungary elected a 
Habsburg King, while Transylvania became an independent 
Hungarian principality. Hungary, though divided, continued 
to shed her blood in incessant fighting against the Turks, but 
the leadership gradually passed into the hands of the 
Habsburgs, who fought with Hungarian armies on Hungarian 
soil, but not for Hungary's interests, their only object being 
to keep the Turks out of German territory.

In 1578, Stephen Bathory, ruler of the small Hungarian 
principality of Transylvania, became King of Poland. His 
plan was to make Poland great by delivering her from the 
menace of Russia in the east, and then, with Polish assistance, 
to drive the Turks out of Hungary. During his reign Poland 
did indeed grow larger and stronger, but his premature death 
in 1586 prevented the realization of his further plans.

Hungary was sacrificed to the Turks by the Habsburgs: 
the Hungarians were constantly engaged in battles against 
Turkey, but the Habsburgs were careful not to give them 
sufficient aid to break the strength of their enemy. When a 
Hungarian victory encouraged the country to greater 
resistance, Vienna always hastened to make terms with the 
Turks. The result of this was that Hungary was completely 
exhausted after 150 years of bitter struggle, and the Turks 
considered that the time had now arrived for further conquest.
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In 1683 the conquering Turkish forces advanced on Vienna. 
Germany prepared to withstand them, but the final victory 
was due to the spirit bequeathed by Stephen Bathory to his 
successor on the throne of Poland, John Sobieski. The Turkish 
forces were defeated at the gates of Vienna. Sobieski realized 
at Vienna that Poland's and Hungary's interests were 
identical, and though Germany ignored his plans, he launched 
a campaign to deliver Hungary. At Parkany on the Danube 
opposite Esztergom, risking his own life in battle, he defeated 
the Turks. This was the initial step towards the liberation of 
Hungary from Turkish rule.

Neither he nor the Hungarians, however, were able to 
secure leadership. This, as the Polish publicist Sanislo Worcel 
explains so aptly in the sentence quoted above, was the tragedy 
of the next two hundred years of Hungarian history and the 
cause of Poland's downfall.

With the assistance of France and Poland, Francis Ra- 
koczi II attempted at the turn of the century (1703— 1711) to 
achieve Hungary's independence, and with the co-operation 
of Poland to ensure the balance of power in Europa. In this 
he was unsuccessful. Hungary's renascence was prevented, 
and the Magyar character of the country was reduced by 
a systematic settlement of other races. While Hungary and 
Poland were being bled to death in wars against the Turks, 
their neighbours were able to progress along the path 
of development; then, when Hungary had been shackled, 
the partition of Poland was decided on and was carried out 
between 1772 and 1795.

It was only later that the Western Powers realized their 
mistake in not doing all they could to check this course of 
events. Poland unaided tried to achieve the impossible. In 
1830— 1831 and again in 1863 the Poles rose in rebellion, 
while in 1849 Hungary made an attempt to attain complete 
independence.

The risings of the utterly crushed Polish nation were 
supported to the best of their ability by the Hungarians, who 
enjoyed a certain measure of independence. They sent large 
sums of money and consignments of arms to the insurgents. 
This was reported in Vienna by Lobkovitz, Governor of Ga
licia, whereupon an embargo was placed on the export of
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arms and war materials, including hoes, scythes, saltpetre 
and horses. Hungarian public opinion was wholly on the side 
of the Polish insurgents. Official expression of these 
sympathies was given at a general meeting of the County 
Council of Bars on 4th May 1831, when John Balogh moved 
that a memorandum be addressed to the King begging him to 
convene the Hungarian Diet without delay in order to discuss 
at once the question of the assistance to be offered to the 
Poles. This motion, which was passed by the County of Bars, 
was sent to the rest of the counties, 32 of which joined the 
movement, although everything was done by Vienna to 
discourage them. On 25th June, 1831, the Polish Diet in 
Warsaw passed a vote of thanks to the Hungarian nation, 
emphasizing therein that “ of all the nations in Europe the 
Hungarians alone had raised their voice openly in support of 
the Polish cause".

After the failure of the Polish war of independence the 
counties again petitioned the King to intervene on behalf of 
the oppressed Poles, and there was scarcely a single well- 
to-do family in Hungary that did not extend hospitality to 
some Polish refugee. The leaders of the Polish exiles in 
Paris were in constant touch with Hungary. At the meetings 
of the Hungarian Diet from 1832 to 1836 the most eminent 
members (e. g. Balogh, Francis Dedk and the great Hungarian 
poet Francis Kolcsey) strongly advocated the Polish cause, 
and their speeches gave an international character to the 
question.

In the Hungarian war of independence (1848— 1849), on 
the other hand, the Poles played an important role. To begin 
with single detachments, later on a united Polish legion, fought 
for Hungary's independence. In this struggle a leading part 
was played by two Polish generals, Bern and Dembinski; the 
latter, in fact, was more than once commander-in-chief of the 
forces. Russia was fully aware that if Hungary achieved 
independence, the liberation of Poland was bound to follow; 
she therefore supported Austria with all her might, and as a 
result Hungary was defeated.

In 1863 the Poles attempted an insurrection for the last 
time. Louis Kossuth, who was in exile, tried above all to win 
France and Italy over to the Polish cause. Kossuth's inspiriting

31



D A N U B IA N  R E V IE W

messages to the Poles were published in many English and 
Italian newspapers. He also addressed an appeal to the Hun
garian garrisons stationed in the parts of Galicia inhabited 
by Poles in which he said: —  “ Remember that the Poles are 
our brethren; their interests are indentical with ours. Let your 
behaviour towards them be guilded by a spirit of fraternity.'' 
And the Hungarian soldiers followed Kossuth's advice. Those 
on the Russian frontier, for instance, supplied all the needs of 
the insurgents and helped them across the frontier. Many 
Hungarians joined the Polish insurgents, and when the rising 
was crushed were sent with the captive Poles to Siberia. 
Kossuth also offered to the insurgents the 20.000 rifles he had 
received form Napoleon III for the Hungarian war of 
independence.

Hungary's defeat in 1849 was followed by a bitter 
oppression of the Hungarians, and the crushing of the Polish 
rising in 1863 left the Poles at the mercy of Russian tyranny. 
With this the balance of power in Central Europe was utterly 
destroyed. The Great Powers began to behave aggressively 
towards one another and to cast their eyes on the Balkans. This 
was the starting-point of a general conflict, the world war. 
With the collapse of Russia the question of Poland became 
one of the problems of the moment. Irrespective of party, 
Hungary's leading statesmen ( Apponyi, Andrassy, Tisza, 
Wekerle, Nagyatadi Szabo, etc.) on several occasions spoke 
in the Hungarian Parliament, energetically demanding the 
reconstruction of Poland and the restoration of her integrity. 
Poland's claims were fully satisfied by the Peace Treaties. 
But for Soviet Russia, then in her infancy, this resuscitated 
Poland was a thorn in the flesh; so she attacked. The superior 
and well-equipped Russian forces were at the gates of Warsaw, 
where the Poles were making preparations for a last desperate 
stand. The Czechs chose this critical moment to attack Poland, 
and refused to allow consignments of ammunition from 
Hungary to' pass through Czecho-Slovakia, so that it was only 
by round-about ways that the Hungarians were able to send 
assistance to Warsaw, to a Polish army entirely without, 
ammunition This assistance was all the more important since 
the transportation of ammunition by way of Gdanysk was 
checked. Hungary, though crushed by the peace edict of
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Trianon, also volunteered to send men to help the Poles, and
30.000 soldiers offered to go their assistance. For Hungary 
knew that by aiding Poland she was defending Western 
civilization.

Poland, in turn, has steadily refused to admit the justice 
of the Treaty of Trianon. In Geneva and before the rest of the 
international tribunals she always openly advocated Hungary’s 
cause, and withstood all attempts to draw her into the Little 
Entente (which was ready to guarantee her special ad
vantages), because one of its most important aims was to 
strangle Hungary. Recently Poland did everything in her 
power to establish a common frontier with Hungary. Hitler 
himself appreciated this endeavour of Poland, for he 
recognized that a common Polish-Hungarian frontier was of 
general European importance. A  strong Poland and a 
Hungary in the process of a resurrection based on the principle 
of equity are one of the the best guarantees of European peace. 
To serve that peace is the aim of the Hungarian-Polish friend
ship that manifests itself in concrete action.
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