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On 31st March, 1938, a Royal Decree dissolved all the 
political parties in Rumania and created one single 
party, the ‘ ‘National Renascence Front” . In their 

sore plight the national minorities were forced to join that 
party, since political passivity would have endangered their 
vital interests.

To the Supreme Committee of this political party Pre
mier Calinescu recently — on May 9th — made an important 
statement, in which, among other things, he treated of the 
situation of the minorities in Rumania. The Premier declared 
that last summer, before the question had been broached 
anywhere else, the Rumanian Government had striven to 
formulate regulations which ‘‘would have ensured the inte
rests of the minorities and their development in the most 
liberal spirit, provided, naturally, that they were compa
tible with the existence of the Rumanian State.” M. Cali
nescu emphasized the point that no other State had regulated 
the minority questions so perfectly and with such liberality 
as had Rumania, He pointed out that the Government had 
created the conditions essential to a normal symbiosis, and 
it was only a question of the several members of the various 
minorities availing themselves of the opportunities offered 
by the regime and of their avoiding the danger of being 
isolated by disloyaly to the State.

Mention has been made more than once in the columns 
of this paper of the fact that, under pressure of the general
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political situation in Europe, certain regulations for the na
tional minorities were established in Rumania by the Royal 
Dictatorship last August, under the title of a Minority Statute. 
The significance of the Statute must not, however, be over
rated, for its provisions, of which only one or two have been 
put into execution, were but a sop to Cerberus. The new 
regulations — which M. Calinescu lauds as perfect and 
liberal — have effected no essential change for the better 
in the life of the minorities, and the Rumanian Government 
still continues to pursue its old anti-minority policy. The so- 
called Minority Statute, comprising the Royal Decree issued 
on 4th August, 1938, and the minutes of the Cabinet Council 
(jurnal al consiliului de ministri) promulgated simultane
ously, was merely a re-dishing up and repetition in a slipshod 
style of the minority treaty of 9th December, 1919, the 
minority provisions of the Rumanian Constitution and other 
laws, with certain restrictions in some places. Its legal signi
ficance is therefore small, and very questionable in parti
cular is the value of the innovations, some of which are 
actually contrary to the laws of the land, introduced in the 
spheres of education, religion and language by the Minutes 
of the Cabinet Council, which as an instrument of public law 
is of less importance than a law or a decree.

The Magyar minority in Rumania has still every reason 
to complain of grievous wrongs. Wrongs that are a menace 
to its very existence. Of these it will suffice here to mention 
but one: the way the so-called National Labour Protection 
Act is being enforced. In spite of every official statement 
to the contrary, the members of the Magyar national mino
rity are being deprived of the means of earning a living, for 
after being almost entirely excluded from posts in public 
offices, they are now not allowed to be employed even in 
private enterprize. Another similarly bitter grievance is the 
refusal to recognize the Rumanian citizenship of people who
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were born in the area of present-day Rumania, have lived 
there all their lives, and have never been outside the fron
tier of the country.

The following are some of the most urgent problems the 
solution of which is demanded in the memorandum recently 
submitted to the Rumanian Government:

The question of citizenship, the problem of the public 
servants who have failed to pass the language tests, the 
legal status of the trade associations, the new telegraph rates 
according to which more is charged for telegrams in Magyar, 
the regulation that citizens of Magyar ethnic origin must 
surrender their guns, and the putting into execution of the 
Administration Act and paragraph 17 of the Minutes of the 
Cabinet Council of 4th August, 1938. (This paragraph, 
namely, provides that Magyar village magistrates shall be 
appointed in purely Magyar villages and in the mixed 
ethnic areas.)

We quote these demands merely to prove how little M. 
Calinescu’s statement about the perfect and liberal treat
ment of the minority question corresponds with the actual 
state of affairs.


