
P O L IT IC A L  M O S A I C

THE PROCLAMATION ADDRESSED BY THE REGENT, 
ADMIRAL HORTHY, TO THE PEOPLE OF SUB-CARPATHIA

On 21st March the Regent of Hungary, Admiral Horthy, 
issued the following proclamation to the people of Subcarpathia:

“To the People of Subcarpathia!
"Brethren! On behalf of the entire Hungarian nation and in 

my own name I send you affectionate greetings.
"You have been and are our brethren. For centuries our 

ancestors and yours, sharing good and evil alike, lived side by 
side in peaceful harmony, and fought shoulder to shoulder for 
rights and liberties at a time when they were unknown in the 
greater part of Europe.

“The blue peaks of your mountains gaze on the Hungarian 
Plain, and the rushing brooks and rivers of your valleys hasten 
in the same direction. The natural features, highlands, and plains, 
completing each other, entwined, form an indissoluble unit 
created by God himself, and therefore it was only for a short 
time that violence, intrigue, human error and ill-will were able 
to separate those for whom symbiosis in one political State was 
ordained by the immutable laws of nature.

‘‘You have suffered much during the past twenty years; but 
the Hungarian nation has suffered too. And suffering has its own 
great moral value and produces its own fruits. W e all of us 
more clearly realize that our interests are common, that it is 
necessary for us to live in one State, and that within the frame
work of the Hungarian political State the Ruthenian people must 
be granted the self-government which outside of it they would 
never have been able to obtain.

"National values must be preserved, but besides this every 
son of the Ruthenian nation must find the ways and means of 
enjoying financial prosperity, and a sure basis must be established 
after years of oppression, disability and neglect upon which 
Prince Rdkoczi's beloved "gens fidelissima”, the Ruthenian folk, 
may build a future of liberty, rights and brotherly co-operation 
with us. Reunion with the Great Plain of Hungary will supply the 
firm foundation of economic prosperity, and the immediate 
inauguration of wide-spread public works will certainly promote
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your financial welfare. Your land, which with the exception of 
the past twenty years has never known alien rule, has again 
become an integral part of Hungary.

"Once again you are a free people. May God reward you 
for your loyalty and perseverance.

"Together let us raise our voices in gratitude to the Almighty, 
who has restored a lost brother to the bosom of his family in the 
Basin of the Carpathians.

(signed) Nicholas Horthy de Nagybanya, Regent of Hungary.
(signed) Paul Teleki, Prime Minister of Hungary.”

—  y  —

HUNGARY GRANTS AUTONOMY AND POLITICAL 
AMNESTY TO PEOPLE OF SUBCARPATHIA

The fervent desire of the people of Subcarpathia has been 
realized. Namely, the Hungarian Premier, speaking on behalf of 
the Government, has announced that Hungary voluntarily grants 
to them what, in spite of all commitments, the Czecho-Slovak 
Administration refused to Subcarpathia: self-government. At the 
same time the Hungarian Government, true to the ancient Hun
garian spirit of chivalry and generosity, has proclaimed a political 
amnesty in those regions. The promise of autonomy was announced 
in the Hungarian Parliament on 16th March, when the Prime 
Minister made the following solemn statement: —

‘‘In view, on the one hand, of a series of provocative incidents 
that have been taking place during the past weeks on the 
Ruthenian frontier, or rather along the line of demarcation and 
in the environs of Munkacs and Ungvar, and, on the other hand, 
of the disintegration of the Czecho-Slovak Republic followed by 
a state of anarchy, it became necessary, practically overnight, to 
take certain political and military steps in order to protect the 
interests both of the Ruthenians, who in spirit have always 
remained loyal to Hungary, and of the Hungarian inhabitants. 
Yesterday and today the masses of the Ruthenian people and 
their leaders approached the Hungarian Government, asking us 
to send an army immediately to occupy Ruthenia, in order to 
restore the security of life and property there. The Hungarian 
Government has acceded to this request and our national army 
will proceed to occupy the whole of Ruthenia.

‘‘The occupation of Ruthenia by the Hungarian national army 
will in no way endanger the territories or frontier interests of any 
of Ruthenia's neighbours; on the contrary, instructions have been 
issued to avoid even the semblance of any action that might lead 
to a misunderstanding. With the occupation of Ruthenia we 
restore to the mother-country a region of vital importance to 
Hungary, to which for a thousand years it belonged, and within
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this ancient framework we grant self-government to our brethren, 
the Ruthenian folk."

On 17th March the Premier repeated this announcement in 
the Upper House. A  political amnesty was proclaimed by official 
placards posted in every village of Ruthenia on 19th March. The 
text was as follows:

“The glorious Hungarian national troops come to you as 
brethren and friends, bringing you economic prosperity, economic 
welfare, religious, cultural and social liberty and autonomy. 
Ruthenians and Hungarians are equally free citizens without 
distinction of religion or nationality. In Hungary every nationality 
may live in peace, provided it is willing to co-operate peacefully 
and loyally. W e therefore warn everybody that all attempts to 
launch a campaign of revenge or calumny will be suppressed. On 
the other hand, the Hungarian army brings amnesty to all who 
conform to the requirements of the new legal system created by 
the occupation of Ruthenia by the Hungarian troops. Brotherly 
love and a desire for co-operation have brought the Hungarian 
troops to Ruthenia; therefore we ask you to regard the Hungarian 
soldiers as your brethren and the guardians of your persons and 
property, to wait with patience for our arrangements to be made 
and to obey our orders." —  y  —

M. VOLOSIN DECLARES THAT HE AUTHORIZED NO ONE 
BUT HIS ENVOYS IN BUDAPEST TO TREAT OF 

RUTHENIA'S FUTURE
The Hungarian Telegraph Bureau issued the following re

port on 4th April:
"During his sojourn in Zagreb, Dr. Augustus Volosin made 

the following statement to the Hungarian Consul there:
"Statement. In refutation of certain Rumanian Press reports 

concerning a union of Carpathian Ukraine with Rumania, the 
following facts must be established: After the disintegration of 
the Czecho-Slovak Republic the Provincial Diet of Ruthenia 
proclaimed the independence of that province and notified the 
neighbouring States of that step. As an independent, free State 
Ruthenia that day sent delegates to Budapest to discuss to which 
State the country should belong and the question of Ruthenian 
autonomy. After the unexpected evacuation of Ruthenia by the 
Czecho-Slovak army, certain local and irresponsible elements in 
villages on the Rumanian frontier instigated an insurrection, in 
consequence of which, at the request of the inhabitants who had 
fled to Maramarossziget, we addressed a question to the Prefect 
of that town, asking whether it would not be possible for Ruma
nia to assist in protecting the security of life and property 
endangered until such time as the Hungarian troops arrived. It 
is not true that the Government of Ruthenia authorized anyone
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except the delegates we sent to Budapest to negotiate concerning 
the country to which Ruthenia was to belong politically.

(signed) Dr. Augustus Volosin President of Carpathian 
Ukraine.” —  y  —

W H AT THE ADJUSTMENT OF THE FRONTIER BETWEEN 
HUNGARY AND SLOVAKIA MEANS

During the twenty years of Czech rule the Ruthenians of 
Subcarpathia repeatedly urged the delimitation, on an ethnographic 
basis, of the frontier between Ruthenia and Slovakia. But it was 
in vain they did so, for the Czech Government merely established 
administrative frontiers. When the Ruthenians were liberated from 
Czech rule between the 15 th and 18th of March, and 
Ruthenia returned to Hungary, the Hungarian authorities were 
compelled to establish the fact that the western frontier of Ruthe
nia was not clearly defined. The result was that on the 24th 
the Hungarian forces in Subcarpathia found it necessary to occupy 
certain places west of the Ung Valley in order to protect the 
railway line in that valley. In connection with this the Hungarian 
Telegraph Bureau issued the following report on 24th March: 
"In order to insure the necessary protection of the railway line 
in the Ung Valley, the Hungarian troops in Subcarpathia occupied 
certain places to the west of that valley today. As is well known 
the frontier between Slovakia and Subcarpathia was never 
demarcated, a circumstance that led to constant conflict in the 
past. Peace has now been restored, but to prevent any dispute in 
the future a mixed commission of Hungarians and Slovaks will 
draw the final frontier. For this purpose the Hungarian Govern
ment has approached the Government in Pozsony."

Although Hungary was innocent of any act of provocation, 
having made no attack on the towns and villages of independent 
Slovakia, and although none of the movements of the Hungarian 
troops warranted the belief that Hungary was planning hostilities 
against Slovakia, on 24th March Slovak aeroplanes launched an 
air-raid against defenceless Hungarian towns and villages. Slovak 
aeroplanes bombed the towns of Ungvar, Rozsnyo and Nagy- 
berezna, and also numerous Hungarian villages. Besides this, the 
Slovak aeroplanes attempted to attack the Hungarian infantry 
regiments in their positions, but without success, as they were 
soon put to flight by the Hungarian anti-aircraft guns. The Hun
garian antiaircraft forces engaged the Slovak aeroplanes at every 
point, and a very fierce battle was fought in the air over Szobranc. 
In this battle two Slovak aeroplanes were shot down. Another 
fierce fight raged over the village of Paloc, where the Hungarian 
anti-aircraft arm destroyed seven Slovak 'planes. In answer to 
these attacks Hungarian bombers made their appearance over 
the Iglo flying-field, where they destroyed nineteen Slovak
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aeroplanes. In all the Hungarian Air Force destroyed thirty-two 
Slovak machines. The reply of the Hungarian army to the air 
raids of the Slovaks was annihilating. The personal courage of 
the Hungarian pilots and the excellence of the Hungarian aero
planes won the admiration of the whole world.

Although the Slovak attacks were wholly unwarranted, it 
was the Hungarian Government that approached the Slovak Govern
ment, asking that this unnecessary bloodshed be stopped and 
inviting the Slovak Government to send their delegates to Buda
pest when it suited them, to discuss the issues that had arisen. 
The Slovak Government accepted this invitation and sent a delega
tion to Budapest for that purpose. The Hungarian and Slovak 
commissions opened negotiations on 27th March. These pourparlers 
were brought to a satisfactory conclusion on 1st April, by which 
time an agreement had practically been reached regarding the 
delimitation of the disputed frontier. On 3rd April another meating 
of the experts was held at which the frontier was precisely drawn 
on the map.

The width of the new frontier strip returning to Hungary 
is on an average 20 kilometres. Hungary receives 50.000 inhabitants, 
40 villages and 1000 square kilometres of territory. The new 
frontier does not coincide everwhere with the Ruthenian ethno
graphic frontier, in so far that, according to the leaders of the 
Ruthenian people, the Ruthenian ethnographic frontier extends 
as far as Poprad, and it is only there that the final frontier can 
be drawn. —  y  —
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