
H O W  M I N O R I T I E S  LIVE
CZECHOSLOVAKIA

THE DEMOLITION OF THE PREMISES OF HUNGARIAN  
NEWSPAPER IN POZSONY (BRATISLAVA)

A  band of 30 Slovaks invaded the editorial premises of the 
Hungarian daily ‘‘Esti Ujsag" (Evening News) at Pozsony (Bra
tislava) and threatened the editor with revolvers; they declared 
to the terrified and cowed officials that they would not allow 
any Hungarian newspapers to appear in Slovakia any more. At 
the same time they demolished everything on the premises, so 
that typewriters, the telephone sets and the whole furniture 
lay there shattered to pieces after they had left the premises. 
(“Dilo", January 1). —  y  •—

NUMEROUS MINORITY EMPLOYEES DISMISSED FROM  
EMPLOYMENT OF BUSINESS FIRMS IN POZSONY 

(BRATISLAVA)
Countless numbers of employees have recently been dismissed 

from the employment of the cable factory, the rubber factory and 
other private firms in Pozsony (Bratislava). The dismissals are 
not without motivation, as the new boundaries of Czecho-Slovakia 
Lave led to a narrowing of the market available to the factories 
of Pozsony. Already in the first of these dismissals it became 
evident that the action was directed chiefly against workers of 
Magyar or German nationality. The Hungarian Party in Slovakia 
at once applied to M. Simko, Governor of Slovakia, to find a 
way by which the anti-minority tendency of these dismissals could 
somehow be minimized. It then appeared that the dismissals had 
been ordered by the Police Prefect of Pozsony. Thereupon MM. 
Tibor Neumann and Janos Csibok, delegates of the United Hun
garian Party, appeared before M. Joseph Jusko, Prefect of Police, 
on January 17th, asking him to revoke the above mentioned un
just orders. In reply to this request M. Jusko declared that he 
could only do so by order of the Government. It is evident, there
fore, that the dismissals were suggested and supported by the 
official Slovak Government. (“Uj Hirek".) —  y  —
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THE SLOVAKS REFUSE THE REQUEST OF 100.000 
RUTHENIANS

One hundred thousand Ruthenians living in Slovakia demand:' 
the annexation of their territory to Ruthenia (Sub-Carpathian 
Ukrania). M. Charles Sidor, Czecho-Slovak State Minister, has 
recently made a statement concerning the official point of view 
of the political leaders of Slovakia; he declared that the utmost 
they could possibly do for the Ruthenians was to offer them two 
seats in the Slovak Parliament. The Ruthenian leaders, however, 
protested most vehemently against this proposition, the more so 
as Slovakia exercises a most lively propagandists activity among 
the Slovaks living in other countries. —  y  —

RUTHENIA DOES NOT NEED THE UKRANIAN LANGUAGE
Canon Volosin, the Premier of Ruthenia (Sub-Carpathian 

Ukrania), asked the Parents’ Councils (parents' representative 
bodies co-operating with the schools) to deliver their votes as to 
which language they would like to have introduced in the 
schools for the instruction of their children. Though Volosin’s party 
propagate the introduction of the Ukranian language, the first 
results of the voting in two counties show that the parents voted 
for the introduction of the Ruthenian language. —  y  —

SUFFERINGS OF HOMELESS HUNGARIANS AT POZSONY 
(BRATISLAVA) AND OTHER PLACES IN SLOVAKIA

The recent census in Slovakia has brought the leaders of 
Slovakia into a difficult situation. It will be remembered that the 
records of this census show that the population of Pozsony (Bra
tislava) show only 15% of Slovaks, while the Magyar element 
represented 39%. The Slovak leaders are now thinking of pal
liating the disagreable impression of this “surprize-census" by re
fusing to prolong the Slovak citizenship of those Magyars who 
obtained it ten years ago. Countless complaints have recently been 
lodged at the town-hall of Pozsony, from which it appears that many 
of those families are unable to obtain their citizenship certificates 
which have lived in Pozsony for many generations: some of them 
are able to produce documents proving that the family has been 
living in Pozsony for a hundred years without interruption.

But this state of affairs is not limited to the city of Pozsony. 
There are about fifty thousand Magyars all over Slovakia who 
are still “homeless” and deprived of the possibility of exercising 
their political rights, so that they are entirely at the mercy of the 
authorities, though there are very many families among them which 
have lived in Slovakia for a very long time. Unfortunately, most 
of these miserable and "homeless” people, the slaves of our 
modem age, are Magyars and Germans (Uj Hirek.) —  y  —~
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HOW MINORITIES LIVE

RUMANIA

CONVICTION OF COUNSEL FOR THE DEFENCE
The Military Court of Kolozsvar (Cluj) recently tried the 

case of Baroness Lidia Aczel, who appeared to answer a charge of 
entering Rumania without a passport, and that of M. Hugo Roth 
and his son, M. B6dog Roth, both of them solicitors in Kolozsvar, 
who had represented the Baroness before the Military Court pre
viously. Namely, at one of the preceding hearings of the case it 
became evident that the two lawyers were not unfamiliar with the 
fact that the defendant was intending to cross the frontier without 
a passport. The Baroness stated in evidence that she had entered 
the country to settle a question of inheritance, while the two 
lawyers declared that professional discretion had forbidden them 
to reveal the unlawful action of the Baroness. The hearing was 
also attended by a representative of the Chamber of Solicitors of 
Kolozsvar (Cluj), who declared that the solicitors of Kolozsvar 
were of the opinion that professional discretion had, indeed, bound 
the two lawyers to keep the matter secret. The Military Court 
found the Baroness guilty of the charge and sentenced her to one 
year's imprisonment to be followed by banishment from the 
country; the younger counsel, M. Bodog Roth, was sentenced to 
three months' imprisonment, while his father was sentenced to 
two months. ("Neplap", January 22, 1922.) —  y  —

SERIES OF COURT MARTIAL SENTENCES AGAINST
HUNGARIANS

The Military Court of Kolozsvar (Cluj) has sentenced to 
seven months imprisonment M. Karoly Boszormenyi, landowner, 
of Petty6n (County of Szatmar), while his son, the 19-year-old 
Sandor Boszormenyi, a student of the Faculty of Political Eco
nomy in Budapest, -has been sentenced to 40 days' imprisonment. 
The charge brought against the father was that a letter had been 
found at his home which contained a highly derogatory criticism 
of Rumania’s civil administration. His son, on the other hand, 
had to appear before the Military Court to answer for certain 
unfavourable statements he had made concerning Rumania in his 
lecture on the situation of the Hungarian minority in Rumania, 
delivered at Sarospatak (Hungary) in 1936.

The Military Court of Brasso has passed a sentence of two 
years’ imprisonment on M. Gaspar Tamas, a journalist in Sepsi- 
szentgyorgy and editor of the Hungarian weekly "Szekely Nep” 
(“The Sz6kler People”) ; at the same time, M. Gabor Gabay, a 
sollicitor responsible for the above mentioned weekly, was 
sentenced to six months' imprisonment. M. Tamas was found 
guilty of high treason, while M. Gabay's conviction was due to 
alleged breaches of the provisions of the ordinance concerning the
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control of the Press. In addition to this M. Gabay had to answer 
the charge of improper conduct against the authorities, for 
which he was sentenced to another three months' imprisonment.

The defendants appealed against this verdict to the Supreme 
Military Court at Bucharest; the appeal resulted in the quashing 
of the original sentence, and the re-trial of the case was referred 
to the Military Court at Galatz.

According to the sentence of the Military Court at Galatz, 
M. Tamas was acquitted of the charge and consequences, but M. 
Gabay was sentenced to three months' imprisonment for infraction 
of the provisions of the ordinance concerning the control of the 
Press and to another two months' imprisonment for improper con
duct against the authorities. Both defendants were, however, at 
once set free, M. Gabay’s detention during trial having been 
accepted as corresponding to his term of imprisonment. The sent
ence is final. (“Nepujsag”, January 13, 1939). —  y  —

DISMISSAL OF RAILW AY AND POST OFFICE EMPLOYEES 
ORDERED BY MINISTRY OF PUBLIC TRANSPORT
One of the fevourite means of molesting the minorities in 

Rumania has always been the language test. —  Thousands and 
thousands of minority employees have been dismissed without 
any pension or composition on the ground that they had failed to 
pass these language tests. The dismissed railway and Post Office 
employees then applied for their reappointment; subsequent in
quiries revealed the fact that their dismissal was by no means 
due to the arbitrary measures of the subordinate authorities, but 
that it was actiually ordered by the Ministry of Public Trans
port.

Besides these general actions the dismissed employees have 
repeatedly submitted individual applications for reappointment, 
with due reference to the Minority Statutes, to the existing laws 
of the country, and, last but not le.ast, to the services rendered 
by them while in active service. In reply to these applications 
directorates of the State Railways and the Post Office respectively 
first invited the applicants to prove their Rumanian ethnic origin, 
but later on they waived this demand. In one instance the Direc
torate of the State Railway at Kolozsvar (Cluj), did, indeed, 
pass a favourable sentence, ordering the reappointment of a points
man who had previously been dismissed. Recently, however, the 
directorates declare in every case that the Ministry of Public 
Transport alone is responsible for the dismissals; however the 
case may be, the penniless railway and Post Office employees, 
who have been dismissed without any pension and have no other 
source of income, have again lost all hope of having their case 
settled within a reasonable time. (“Magyar Ujsag’’, January 19.)

—  y  —
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YUGOSLAVIA

Dr. IMRE VARADY APPOINTED SENATOR
On 21st January Dr. Imre Varady was appointed Senator by 

the Regency Council. Dr. Varady was one of the chairmen of 
the General Hungarian Party dissolved on 6th January, 1929. 
Since then he has been one of the most popular of the leaders 
of the Hungarian national minority in Yugoslavia. His present 
appointment took place seven and a half years after the promulga
tion of the Senate Act of 30th September, 1931. He had to wait 
all that time for it, although the German minority have had a 
Senator in the person of Dr. George Grassl for several years 
now. But apart from this consideration, however welcome his 
appointment may be as a slight reparation for years of neglect, 
the fact remains that in proportion to their numerical strength 
the Hungarian and German minorities would be entitled each to 
three seats on a Senate which consists of 92 members (46 elected 
and the rest appointed.) Here it may also be noted that the Hun
garian minority numbering about half a million people, and a 
similarly large German minority have only 1 representative each 
in the Skupshtina, whereas they would be entitled to 12 or 13.

—  y —

TOW N COUNCIL OF SZABADKA APPOINTED
On 21st January M. Rayitsch, Ban of the Danube Banate, 

"having obtained the consent of the Minister of the Interior, ap
pointed the new Town Council of Szabadka (Subotica). The 
Council consists of 72 members, 34 of whom belong to the 
Bunyevatz people, while 20 are Serbs, 15 Magyars and 3 Jews. 
According to the 1931 census, Szabadka has a population of 
101.050 souls, of whom 8000 are Serbs and 41.000 Magyars. Thus 
the Serbs would be entitled to 8 seats on the Town Council and 
the Magyars to 30 —  just double what they have received.

—  y  —

MUNICIPAL OFFICIAL STAFF WITHOUT MINORITY
OFFICIALS

The appointed Town Council of Ujvidek (Novisad) held a 
general meeting on 25th January at which the municipal officials 
were re-elected. Twenty officials who had been employed before 
the new Statutes were enforced and who under these Statutes 
were not qualified for the posts they held, were re-elected, after 
which four Municipal Councillors were elected. From a minority 
point of view these elections constitute a grievance, for there is 
not one single Magyar or German among the 28 officials despite 
the fact that one-third of the inhabitants of the town are Magyars.
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