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The readers of the Pesti Hirlap can bear witness to the 
fact that we never believed that Czecho-Slovakia could 
continue to exist in the form given to her by the midwives 

of Trianon. We repeatedly set down in our columns that the 
vermiform State would perish — if not the arms of an external 
foe, its own interior absurdity would be the cause of its end. 
May I ask the question whether anyone has heard of a 
greater absurdity than an imperialist State which keeps half 
of its citizens in fetters, not on its own strength but on that 
of England and France. As soon as the lamentable secret of 
Czecho-Slovakia’s plight was disclosed to the Council of 
Great Powers, the State devised by Benes, disappeared into 
the void, like the mythological sphinx whose mystery was 
unravelled.

Nothing better indicates how far the policy of Prague 
had been thin air than a saying we once heard from 
Edward Benes' mouth. “Rather the Anschluss than the Habs- 
burgs." This was supposed to be an instance of Czech 
bluff intended to frighten recalcitrant royalist children. 
However, the genius of history permitted itself a joke and 
took Edward Benes at his word — just as the wolf did with 
the slhepherd-boy. He got the Anschluss, not only the 
Austrian, but the Sudeten German one too, and, more than 
that, he was given the Polish Anschluss at Teschen in addition. 
To-day nothing prevents the ex-President of the Republic 
from spending his ample leisure in touring through America.

Edward Benes is for the time being a dead man 
politically. For how long, we do not know. But his ghost 
haunts us still. It thoroughly plagued several honourable Hun
garian gentlemen in Komarom. For I do not suppose anyone
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doubts that the happenings at Komarom were a very charac
teristic manifestation of the petty, sly and underhand 
diplomacy of the Hradsin. This policy of the Hradsin can be 
distinguished by its refusal to recognize the forces direct
ing the fate of the world except the material ones and by 
its never taking cognizance of ethical forces. The honest, 
Christian spirit of the Slovak people has nothing in common 
with this; and we do not presume that Slovak gentlemen could 
have played this role — forced upon them by the Prague 
policy — without blushing.

We assert that the Prague policy is an unparalleled 
phenomenon, which is but natural, for it springs straight from 
the soul of the Czech race. The German Empire trampled 
under foot the frontiers of the Czech State, and Prague ac
complished something no other people in the world would 
have been capable of doing, viz. after having built their 
entire system of foreign politics on Germanophobia they 
broke — so to say in a few minutes — with the past and 
offered Berlin a heart bursting with love. To be arrogant, 
wicked and insatiable where it can be done with impunity 
is incidental to this way of thinking. The Czech attitude 
towards us Hungarians is just as provocative now as it used 
to be towards the Germans at the time when the Czechs 
still believed that if it came to the point they could rely on 
the arms of three Great Powers. It seems the Czechs wanted 
to compensate at Komarom the inferiority complex they 
contracted at Munich.

At Komarom they again begun to cog the dice in the 
same way as Edward Benes did when he lost the most valu
able province of Bohemia as well as his own presidential of
fice. Nevertheless they will be losers for the second time — 
more certainly than before — for no normal person in Europe, 
unless a Bolshevik, will ever understand why Hungarian 
towns and Hungarian counties should be left under foreign 
sway for strategic reasons and in the interests of communica
tion.

The young Slovak state starts with a heavy and 
shameful burden if it engages to be the gaoler of hundreds 
of thousands of Hungarians. The honest Slovak people will 
one day curse those who doomed a nation of two millions to
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an imperialist policy. We must not forget that the Hungarian 
towns and counties of Upper Hungary, which after Trianon 
realized that they were the victims of a universal historical 
tragedy, will know this time that they are being kept in 
fetters by the vain and greedy leaders of a small people.

On the other hand we may take it for granted that 
though everyone is irritated by the happenings at Komarom, 
not a single Magyar is disheartened by them. The Council of 
Four Powers foresaw what was likely to happen and this 
was why it offered to be the tribunal of appeal. The 
Great Powers agreed as to the principles according to which 
the Czecho-Slovak bankrupt’s estate was to be liquidated, 
and we await with great interest to see how they intend to 
enforce their principles in practice. Honest liquidators know 
that every single one of the creditors of the bankrupt Czech 
State must receive the same treatment.
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