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PRECARIOUS SITUATION OF CZECHO-SLOVAK
STATE

BY

Dr. GEORGE LUKACS
FORMER MINISTER

The treaties of peace concluded after the Great W ar  
abnormally augmented certain States and brought others 
again into being; but there were other States too which 

were created haphazard without there being any particular 
reason for their creation. In the latter category we must in
clude the Czeeho-Slovak State too. Under the influence of 
the unfounded Czech propaganda the treaty-makers made a 
ring round a certain part of Central Europe and decided 
that the territory in question should in the future be known 
as Czecho-Slovakia. A nd the Magyars, Germans, Slovaks, 
Ruthenians, Poles and Czechs living within the new frontiers 
were to be called “ Czecho-Slovaks” . The fact that the lords 
of the Peace Conference were uniting territories which, both 
geographically and economically, are in reality mutually 
exclusive, and that they were amalgamating peoples which 
had nothing whatsoevef in common, was simply ignored, as 
was the fact that the famous principles enunciated by Pre
sident W ilson —  the principles of self-determination and 
nationality —  had been left entirely out of account.

The unfounded propaganda —  based on a falsification 
of the facts —  connected with the names of Dr. Masaryk and 
Dr. Benes certainly for the time being bore fruit in the 
establishment of the Czeeho-Slovak State. The W estern  
Powers having given the Czechs a free hand in respect of 
the realisation of their ambitions, the Czechs took all the 
plunder they could scrape together, quite forgetting the 
familiar truth that it is not enough to create a State when
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circumstances are favourable, but what we create we must 
also be able to keep.

A  glance at the map will suffice to convince us of the 
precarious character of the situation of the Czecho-Slovak 
Republic geographically and therefore strategically too. It 
stretches like a narrow corridor running from west to east 
of so enormous a length that —  while London is only 840 
kilometres distant from its most westerly point —  the two 
extreme points of the Republic are actually 940 kilometres 
distant from one another. Nothing shows better the narrow
ness of the corridor than the fact that the two frontier towns 
of Central Slovakia —  Kassa (Kosice) and Bartfa (Bardiov) 
are only separated by a distance of barely 95 kilometres 
(north to south). Seeing that the Czech plateau belongs to the 
water-system of the Elbe, while Slovakia belongs to that of 
the Danube, the unfavourable situation resulting from the 
narrowness of the corridor is aggravated further by the fact 
that the rivers and valleys —  i. e. the highways of commu
nication —  run from north to south. There are only one or 
two railway lines and roads running lengthwise (from west 
to east) through the territory of the Republic, and those too 
are so near the frontier that in the event of an armed conflict 
there would be no difficulty whatsoever in paralysing from 
the very outset all communications and preventing the trans
port of reinforcements or supplies. Anyone who has the 
slightest inkling of strategy can have no doubt as to the 
hopeless and disastrous situation facing the Czecho-Slovak 
army in the event of a war. The Czechs themselves are fully 
aware of this fact. W hen Ernest Pezet, one of the authorities 
on Central Europe sitting in the French Chamber, was in 
Czecho-Slovakia in 1933 for purposes of investigation, the 
responsible Czech politicians already found themselves im
pelled to admit their inability to defend the 4000 kilometres 
of frontier surrounding their country. A  full report on the 
matter was submitted to the French Chamber by Pezet at 
the meeting held on November 1st of the same year.

A ll these dangers have been further aggravated by the 
arrogant foreign policy pursued by the Czechs, which has 
resulted in the Czech State being on the worst possible terms 
with all its neighbours, with the sole exception of Rumania,
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which only adjoins that State over quite a short distance. 
The Poles have not forgotten that in 1920 Prague took the 
side of Moscow and left no stone unturned to further the 
victory of the Russian Bolsheviks. A nd Prague in addition 
actually attacked Poland from behind with the object of 
robbing her of the Teschen district which is so rich in 
natural resources. The Czechs have continually provoked the 
German Empire —  both during the regime of the Weimar 
system and during the days of the Third Empire —  by their 
oppression of the three and a half million Germans living as 
a minority in Czecho-Slovakia. Nor did Prague leave even 
Austria in peace, having more than once (indirectly) broached 
a scheme of partition. Moreover, the Austrian police re
peatedly disclosed communistic machinations originating 
from Prague which threatened the security of Austria. A s  
for Hungary, it would be a waste of time to give a detailed 
description of all the hostility, hatred and injustice displayed 
by the Czechs at all times in their treatment of Hungarians
—  whether of Hungarians living beyond the frontier or of 
such as are resident in Czecho-Slovakia.

A s a consequence of this policy, of the total length of 
the Republic's frontiers (4125 kilometres) only 201 kilo
metres connect Czecho-Slovakia with a friendly State —  
with Rumania. A nd that is at the extreme east, the frontier 
running through territory not possessing the slightest import
ance. The rest of the frontiers —  3924 kilometres in length
—  all adjoin States from which the Czechs have taken 
something, —  States which during the last twenty years have 
suffered continually from a policy of hostility on the part 
of the Czechs.

The precariousness and isolation of the situation of the 
Czech State is further enhanced by the fact that it is sur
rounded exclusively by States which are violently antagonistic 
to Bolshevism. Ever since Prague —  as a consequence of the 
military treaty concluded on M ay 16th, 1935, between
Czecho-Slovakia and Russia —  became the ally of Moscow, 
the bolshevisation of the country has assumed such striking 
dimensions that the Slovak People's Party too has felt 
impelled to warn public opinion of the danger, Prague has 
not however taken any notice of the warning; and the
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Komintern has been allowed to settle in the country and 
use it as headquarters for the organisation of its subversive 
endeavours in the neighbouring countries and in the other 
States of Europe. The police authorities of the latter have 
repeatedly disclosed communistic conspiracies originating 
from the Prague headquarters of the Moscow Komintern.

Under such circumstances it is only natural that the 
neighbouring States should be suspicious of a Czecho
slovakia which is so friendly disposed towards Soviet 
Russia. The excessively firm hold on Czecho-Slovakia 
secured by the Soviet is a danger, not only to their racial 
brethren living in that country, but even to their own 
security. Is it surprising under such circumstances that it 
should have been suggested that the frontiers adjoining rus- 
sophile Czecho-Slovakia should be closed, that being the only 
effectual means of defence against the inroad of the Red  
peril? The suggestion is certainly an interesting one; and we 
believe it would be very salutary if one fine day Poland, 
Germany and Hungary were to institute a system of qua
rantine as a means of protection against the ally of Bol
shevism. In practice that would mean that of the whole 
length of the Czech frontiers only 202 kilometres would re
main open, with a single railway line running eastwards. 
A nd in any case a closed frontier would not be anything new 
to the Czechs. After the change of regime the frontier ad
joining Hungary was closed too; and indeed on one occasion 
the Czechs even closed their frontiers when the Hungarian 
authorities had caught a Czech spy red-handed.
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA'S NATIONALITY 
PROBLEMS

BY

D r. A N D R E W  F A L L

The events of recent weeks have brought the grave 
nationality problems of Czecho-Slovakia into the lime
light of international interest. The public opinion of the 

world, which had previously so light-heartedly poohpoohed 
the complaints which for the last nineteen years have been 
continuously voiced by the so-called minorities (really the 
majority of the population of Czecho-Slovakia) living in the 
Republic established by and for Dr. Masaryk and Dr. Benes 
(the petitions addressed by those minorities to the League 
of Nations and the grievances so repeatedly described in the 
columns of our Review) after the events of March 12th sud
denly realised to its surprise —  practically from one day 
to the other —  the serious internal crisis with which Czecho
slovakia has to contend as a consequence of the absolutely 
unsettled character of its nationality problems, at the same 
time finding that the precarious international position of that 
Republic and the deterioration of its relations with its neigh
bours was due primarily to the bad treatment meted out to 
its non-Czech nationalities. W e  therefore believe we are not 
wasting either time or energy in presenting below, in a 
nutshell, an accurate and systematic summary of the essential 
points in the nationality problems of Czecho-Slovakia.

Nationality Statistics.

According to the data relating to the 1930 Census 
published officially, the distribution by nationalities of the 
population of the Czecho-Slovak State is as follows: —
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Czechs 7.446.732 50.56%
Germans 3.318.445 22.53%
Slovaks 2.309.972 15.68%
Magyars 719.569 4.89%
Ruthenians 568.941 3.86%
Jews 204.779 1.39%
Poles 100.322 0.68%
Others 53.053 0.31%

Even according to the above official data the Czechs 
only just manage to form an absolute majority of the popu
lation. The said data are not however accepted as authentic 
by any of the "non-Czechoslovak" nationalities. For on the 
occasion of the 1930 Census —  just as in that of the 1921 
Census and of the Census taken in Slovakia in 1919 for the 
use of the Peace Conference — , the Czechs (by the aid of all 
kinds of methods) artificially reduced the numbers of the 
"non-Czechoslovak” nationalities. Methods employed for this 
purpose were, for instance, the analyses of names and race 
(determination of nationality on the basis of surname or in 
the case of mixed marriages on that of descent from a 
"Czechoslovak" ancestor), promises, cajolement and even 
threats, the "rectification” of data by the district offices and 
in some cases actually the infliction of punishment for cling
ing to one's own minority nationality. W hen appointing the 
Census commissioners and "revisors" the authorities made a 
point of ignoring citizens belonging to a minority. And in 
Slovakia and Ruthenia the position was further aggravated 
by the data appearing on the Census forms being everywhere 
filled in by the Census commissioners themselves, —  a pro
cedure which naturally opened the way to further abuses. 
(E. g. data were written in in pencil and later altered, while 
in numerous cases the entries ultimately filed ran counter to 
evidence in re their nationality given by the persons 
registered.) According to Order in Council No. 86 ex 1936 
nationality has to be determined usually on the basis of 
mother tongue, though Jews are allowed to register as of 
Jewish nationality, a construction the object of which is 
manifestly to further reduce the number of persons belonging 
to the minorities. Gipsies have been registered as a separate 
nationality except in cases where they have declared them
selves to be of "Czechoslovak" nationality.
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The enormous shiftings resulting from the employment 
of these methods is shown, for instance, by the fact that 
whereas according to the 1919 Census there were still 
692,831 Magyars in Slovakia, according to the 1921 Census 
the number of Magyars in that province had fallen to 634,827, 
and by the time the 1930 Census was taken that number had 
actually declined to 571,988. W e  see, therefore, that the 
official Czecho-Slovak statistics contradict themselves. 
Although, according to the official Czecho-Slovak data, the 
actual natural increase in the number of Magyars between 
1921 and 1930 amounted to 60,879. the 1930 Census shows 
a decrease (by 62,839) in the number of Magyars as compared 
with the figures for 1921.

Taking all these moments into consideration we cannot 
but arrive at the conclusion that in actual fact the Czechs do 
not represent even 5 0 %  of the total population.

Settlement of Nationalities.
A s the annexed map shows, the only compact Czech 

settlement areas are those to be found in the central part of 
Bohemia (mostly flat country) and in the northern (larger) 
half of Moravia. In the eastern provinces of the Republic 
—  in Slovakia and Ruthenia —  there are no Czech settle
ments at all, —  apart of course from the scattered settle
ments resulting from the provisions of the land reform  
measures. So far as Moravia is concerned, it must not be 
forgotten that the process of absorption by which the M ora
vians have been incorporated in the Czech nationality was 
not completed until during the last fifty years; indeed, in 
the south-eastern part of Moravia (in the region known as 
“Mahrischslowakei" =  Moravia-Slovakia) the inhabitants 
speak a soft Slovak dialect, not the hard dialect spoken 
by the Czechs.

A long the northern, western and southern frontiers of 
Bohemia, as also along the southern frontier of Moravia and 
the northern frontier of W estern Silesia —  immediately ad
joining the German Empire —  there runs a broad zone in
habited by Germans which encircles and encloses the Czech 
settlement area. In addition, that settlement area too in
cludes several German language enclaves, the largest of the
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latter being those found in the Iglau district and in Northern 
Moravia.

In Eastern Silesia, and in the adjoining corner of 
Moravia, there is a compact Polish settlement area reaching 
far into the Karwin-Mahrisch-Ostrau colliery district.

The larger (northern) part of Slovakia is inhabited by 
Slovaks; the latter —  at every point in Western Slovakia 
except where there are unimportant Polish settlements —  
are the immediate neighbours of the province known as 
“Moravia-Slovakia” ; while in Central Slovakia their settle
ments extend as far as the Czechoslovak-Polish frontier and 
in Eastern Slovakia —  just below the ridge of the 
Carpathians —  there runs a belt of territory inhabited by 
Ruthenians which increases in breadth as it moves eastwards, 
that belt at every point immediately adjoining the territories 
inhabited by the Little Russians of Galicia. The Ruthenian 
settlement belt expands to a still greater breadth in 
Ruthenia, the most easterly province of the Republic; the 
northern (the larger) part is inhabited by Ruthenians, as 
is also (apart from a few Magyars and Rumanian islands) 
the south-eastern corner.

Along the southern frontier both of Slovakia and of 
Ruthenia, —  at all points immediately adjoining the mother 
country —  there is a broad Magyar belt, which on the west 
completely covers —  and indeed, to the north, actually 
stretches beyond —  the district known as "Csallokoz” formed 
by the two branches of the Danube, reaching its northernmost 
point at Csucsos on the southern slope of the Gomor-Szepes 
Ore Mountains. In addition to this compact Magyar settle
ment area, considerable numbers of Magyars are to be found 
also in the towns situated in the Slovak and Ruthenian 
settlement areas.

Fundamental Divergences Between Respective 
Nationality Problems of Two Parts of State.

In order to understand and form a correct view of the 
five big nationality problems of Czecho-Slovakia, our 
readers must first of all be informed that Czecho-Slovakia 
consists of two distinct parts, —  viz. 1. the so-called  
"historical” provinces (Bohemia proper, Moravia and Silesia)
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and 2. the new provinces (Slovakia and Ruthenia). The 
former provinces (with the exception of the district of 
Hultschin detached from Germany) originally belonged to 
Austria, the latter provinces to Hungary. (Eastern Silesia 
was claimed also by the Poles: and the Council of
Ambassadors did actually ordain a plebiscite; but at the 
Spaa Conference, when the Soviet armies were already 
threatening Warsaw, the Poles were compelled to agree to 
a partition of the disputed territory which favoured the 
Czechs.)

These two parts of the Czecho-Slovak State are separated 
from one another by the Carpathian range of mountains, 
which runs along almost the whole length of the boundary 
between them. Each of the two parts therefore constitutes a 
separate geographical unit. A nd that is why the respective 
histories of these two parts show an entirely divergent 
development. In the M iddle Ages the "historical" provinces 
constituted a separate kingdom the unity of which was 
symbolised by the Crown of St. Wenceslas. This kingdom 
formed part of the Holy Roman (German) Empire, the King 
of Bohemia being one of the Electors of that Empire. Within 
the territory subject to the Crown of St. Wenceslas the 
Moravian Marquisate and the Silesian Dukedoms respectively 
possessed an extensive autonomy. Nor did any change ensue 
in this political situation even after the accession to power 
of the Habsburgs (in 1526); but after the battle of Weissberg 
near Prague (1621) the "Verneuerte Landesregelung” 
materially curtailed the power previously possessed by the 
Estates. After the dissolution of the Holy Roman (German) 
Empire in 1806 both the Alpine and the Sudeta provinces 
of Austria remained parts of the German "B u n d " 
(Federation). W hen Austria left the Federation (in 1866), 
Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia continued within the frame of 
that State as separate provinces each with its own limited 
legistative and administrative autonomy.

Slovakia and Ruthenia, on the other hand, had for at 
least nine centuries' (from the early years of the eleventh 
century) been wholly and entirely component parts of the 
Kingdom of St. Stephen — i. e. of the Hungarian Kingdom. 
Both names are of quite recent origin. Neither Slovakia nor
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Ruthenia ever constituted independent political or ad
ministrative units within the Hungarian Kingdom; but both 
alike were organised in respect of public administration in 
exactly the same manner as the other parts of that Kingdom, 
being divided into counties possessing fairly extensive powers 
of self-government.

The history of the nationality problem also shows 
a divergent development in the two parts of the State. The 
modern "nationality idea” very soon fixed a wide gulf 
between the Czechs and the Germans representing almost 
one-third of the population of the “historical" provinces; 
indeed, even before the establishment of the new Republic 
the “symbiosis” of the two peoples had not always been 
undisturbed. (E. g. the anti-German tendency of the Hussite 
movement etc.) After 1848 there developed between these 
two nationalities a bitter antagonism almost without a 
parallel in the history of Europe. The Austrian Government 
and the House of Habsburg proved unable to reconcile the 
differences, — a circumstance which gave rise to a feeling of 
discontent, not only among the Czechs, but also among the 
Sudeta Germans, who began to show signs of German 
irredentism even prior to the outbreak of the Great War 
(e. g. the Schonerer and the Wolf movements). The nationality 
movement spread also to the Poles of Silesia, who set 
themselves the task of trying with the aid of their racial kin 
in Galicia and Poland proper to resuscitate the Poland of 
history and of securing their incorporation in that country.

The nationality movement in (Slovakia and Ruthenia 
never assumed such a virulent character. Although there 
began among the Slovaks in 1848 a movement, which was 
resumed in 1861, demanding autonomy for the Slovaks 
within the Hungarian Kingdom, that movement never per
meated the Slovak people as a whole. In the Hungarian War 
of Independence in 1848/49 a considerable proportion of that 
people fought against the Austrians in the Hungarian army 
of Louis Kossuth, who had liberated the serfs. After the 
Compromise (Ausgleich) concluded between Austria and 
Hungary in 1867 the vast bulk of the Slovak people were 
quite happy to be citizens of that Hungary which was 
developing so vigorously economically and which was
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engaged in industrialising the Slovak regions; and not even 
the Slovak Nationality Party professing nationality princ
iples which early in the twentieth century once more as
sumed activity renewed the demand for autonomy. Among 
the Ruthenians there was practically no trace whatsoever of 
any nationality movement prior to the outbreak of the 
Great War; the pan-Slav propaganda of Russia, which the 
Maramarossziget Schism Trial of 1912 was intended to 
counteract, had to confine its activity for the purpose of 
furthering its imperialistic aims to the field of religion, 
endeavouring to realise those objects by spreading the 
Orthodox faith. And the Germans of Slovakia and Ruthenia 
to a man identified themselves with the idea of a Hungarian 
State. We see, therefore, that the nationality movement in 
Slovakia and Ruthenia did not disturb the feeling of 
community to anything like the extent in evidence in the 
“historical” provinces. That is why the relations between 
Slovaks, Ruthenians, Magyars and Germans are so much 
more cordial than those existing between the Czechs and the 
Germans and the Poles respectively in the “historical" 
provinces.

As a consequence of the geographical separation of the 
two parts of the State and of the divergence of their 
respective historical development, we find deep-seated 
antagonisms dividing the peoples of Slovakia and Ruthenia 
from the Czechs. Particularly violent are the antagonisms 
due to the clash of economic interests between the two parts 
of the State. From the very outset the manufacturing industry 
x>f the "historical" provinces has left no stone unturned to 
further the “de-industrialisation" of Slovakia and Ruthenia; 
and the State power has mobilised all the means at its 
disposal to support that endeavour. (Inequality in respect of 
taxation, railway tariffs favourable to the "historical" 
provinces, ignoring the claims of the new provinces in 
connection with State investments, etc.)

All these circumstances must be taken seriously into 
account when reviewing the nationality problems of Czecho
slovakia and when effecting a solution of those problems.

(To be continued.)
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STRUGGLE OF HUNGARIANS 
IN CZECHO-SLOVAKIA

BY

O B S E R V A T O R

No non-Czech nationality of the Czecho-Slovak Republic 
has suffered so much from the twenty years of Czech 
rule as the Magyars. This has been due, partly to the 

fact that the foreign policy of Prague —  down to the accession 
to power in Germany in 1933 of National Socialism and 
indeed even after that event — was directed primarily 
against Hungary; it is however partly the consequence also 
of the circumstance that, while afraid of the Germans and 
while showing a certain indulgence towards the Slovaks, 
Ruthenians and Poles as being Slav by race, the Czechs have 
at all times shown unbounded hatred for the Magyars and 
treated them — as members of a foreign race — with all 
the arrogant haughtiness of “victors” . Ever since the days 
of their standard historian, Frantisek Palacky, the Czechs 
have been unable to forgive the Magyars for having — at 
the time when, in the ninth century, they settled in the 
territories which they now occupy — wedged themselves in 
between the Northern and Southern Slavs and having thereby 
prevented the establishment in the Danube Valley of a great 
Slav Empire. Nor can the Czechs forget that it was the aid 
given by Ladislas IV., King of Hungary, that in 1278, enabled 
Rudolph of Habsburg to defeat Ottocar II., King of Bohemia, 
at the battle of Dixrnkrut. And after 1867 the Czechs 
discovered another reason for hating the Magyars: they 
could not forgive that people — which was undoubtedly 
stronger and greater than the Czech nation — for maintaining 
its original political status within the framework of Austro- 
Hungarian dualism while the Czechs failed to recover the 
independent status which they had lost in 1621.

13
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Before giving a short outline of the methods followed by 
the Czechs to wreak their hatred on the Hungarian minority 
which had been severed from the mother country and had 
been driven to accept Czech rule, we must stress one or 
two points of general interest. The Magyars living in present- 
day Slovakia and Ruthenia occupy a zone of an everage 
breadth of 40—50 kilometres running along the southern 
boundary of these provinces and from one end to the other 
immediately adjoining the Magyar language area of Dis
membered Hungary. The Magyars of Czecho-Slovakia there
fore constitute what the Germans call a “ Grenzminderheit” 
(Frontier Minority). The territory in question has been in
habited by Magyars without a break for more than a 
thousand years. As against the assertion which the Czechs 
did not shrink from making at the Peace Conference to the 
effect that this territory had become Magyar as a result of 
the magyarisation of Slavs, it is a historical fact that until 
the eighteenth century the Magyar language area extended 
much farther north than it does today; so that what has 
happened here is, not that the Magyar ethnic element has 
penetrated north, but on the contrary that the Slav (Slovak 
and Ruthenian) ethnic elements have penetrated southwards. 
This was the natural consequence of the circumstance that 
along the present boundary line separating the Slav and 
Magyar language areas, during the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries, there stood Hungarian and Turkish frontier fort
resses, while battles were fought incessantly during a century 
and a half in which large numbers of Magyar warriors shed 
their blood in defence of Vienna and Western Europe against 
the inroads of Islam. Outside this compact Magyar language 
area the Magyar ethnic element is still to be found in large 
numbers also in the towns of Slovakia and Ruthenia, which 
are even today for the most part typically Magyar in point 
of culture, their inhabitants following the habits and 
fashions of Hungarian social life.

Czech nationalism, which claimed the districts in
habited by the Sudeta Germans and by the Poles of Silesia 
on the ground of the historical right of the medieval Czech 
Crown, its claim to the Slovak territories being based upon 
an imaginary Czecho-Slovak nationality and its claim to the
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Ruthenian districts on the decision in favour of annexation 
taken by a fraction of the Ruthenians of America, — the 
grounds adduced in favour of the claims of the new 
Republic being therefore diametrically opposed to one 
another — , was unable to adduce either of these grounds in 
respect of the territory settled by Magyars. As a con
sequence, the territory in question was allotted to Czecho
slovakia on strategic and economic grounds and to facilitate 
communications. According to the figures of the Hungarian 
Census of 1910, the number of Magyars living in this 
territory who were converted by the peace treaty into 
citizens of Czecho-Slovakia was 1,070,772. It should be noted 
that the Czecho-Slovak Census of 1921 fixes the number of 
Magyars in this territory at 738,517, that of 1930 showing the 
presence of only 681,460 Magyars, figures a simple com
parison of which bears eloquent testimony to the utter 
unreliability of official Czecho-Slovak statistical data.

Years of Occupation and Terror.
The occupation by Czech troops — late in 1918 and 

early in 1919 — of the Magyar settlement area dumfounded 
the million odd Hungarians, to whom it all seemed like a 
bolt from the blue. For only a month or two before they 
could not have imagined even the remote possibility of this 
purely Magyar territory situated on the fringe of the 
Greater and Lesser Hungarian Lowlands being subjected to 
the rule of distant Prague. As was only natural, their very 
soul rebelled indignantly against the flagrant injustice. The 
Czech soldiers and authorities who were entering the 
territory, however, proved quite incapable of understanding 
the agony of pain of men who only the day before had been 
members of a State-building nation. At Pozsony (Bratislava), 
Kassa (Kosice), Komarom (Komarno), Aranyosmarot (Zlate 
Moravce), Zolyom (Zvolen), Buzita, Pereny, Udvard, Ko- 
bolkut, tJjbanya, Divek, Ruttka (Vrutky), Fiilek (Filakovo), 
Ersekujvar (Nove Zamky), etc., etc. Czech bullets killed 
many Hungarians when the soldiery suppressed the 
demonstrations against the new regime made by unarmed 
crowds. Hundreds of Magyars were dragged off to the 
prisons at Illava, Briinn, Olmiitz, Josef stadt and Theresien-
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stadt. Large numbers of Magyars were seized as hostages 
when, in May and June, 1919, Hungarian soldiers fighting 
for ancient Hungarian territories under the direction of Bela 
Kun and his Red fellow-leaders penetrated far into the 
territory of what had been Upper Hungary, retiring only 
when ordered to do so by the Entente.

This was a very depressing overture to the life to be 
led by the Hungarian minority subjected to Czech rule. The 
court-martials and the state of siege made every form of 
movement impossible; and the Censorship prevented the 
Hungarian press being able even to voice the complaints of 
that minority. The Ministry at Pozsony which possessed 
plenipotentiary powers of government organised a so-called 
“propaganda office” (later called “press bureau") composed 
of political refugees from Hungary and of various elements 
of dubious character for the purpose of watching any 
movements undertaken by the Hungarians. The agents of 
this office wormed their way by all kinds of ruses into the 
Hungarian families, forging false charges and thereby getting 
the heads of the families put into prison. The first questions 
asked in the Czecho-Slovak Parliament by the Hungarian 
Deputies simply teemed with concrete data referring to 
cases of the kind and with stories of the brutal tortures 
inflicted on their victims by the agents provocateurs. It was 
at this juncture that most of the Hungarian officials — 
on pretexts of the most varied character — were dismissed, 
irrespective of whether they had taken the oath of allegiance 
which they had been ordered to take or not. It was during 
this period that the Czech legionaries and "Sokolists" 
demolished most of the statues commemorating the historical 
past of the Hungarians and the great men of Hungary (the 
victims of this vandalism included also the beautiful 
equestrian statue of Maria Theresa at Pozsony and the 
statue of Alexander Petofi, the great Hungarian lyric poet 
who sang the glory of world liberty, which stood in that 
ancient coronation city of the Magyars).

The Magyars, gravely harassed and persecuted, found 
no rest or relief even behind the bulwark of their religious 
faith. The Roman Catholic bishops of Magyar nationality — 
with the exception of Dr. Fischer-Colbrie, Bishop of Kassa,
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who died in 1925 leaving no Magyar successor —  were re
moved by force; indeed, Count William Batthyany, Bishop 
of Nyitra, and — later on — Dr. Anthony Papp, Uniate 
Bishop of Munkacs, who is at present Archbishop Designate, 
were actually “deported". After the suspension of the auto
nomy of the Evangelical Church the Magyar Evangelical com
munities were left entirely at the mercy of the Church Board 
appointed by Government. Nor has the constitution of the 
Reformed Church, the Members of which are almost ex
clusively Magyars, been approved or ratified by the Pre
sident of the Republic.

Constitution Framed by Parliament from which Magyars
were Excluded: First Parliamentary Elections of 1920.
It was in this atmosphere that the Magyars had to 

record their votes at the first Czecho-Slovak Parliamentary 
elections held in April, 1920. Until then the legislative power 
had been in the hands of the so-called Revolutionary National 
Assembly, in which the Magyars, Germans, Poles and 
Ruthenians were not represented at all, while the Slovaks 
themselves were only represented by Members appointed by 
Prague. And even at the elections of 1920 only one section 
of the Magyars were enabled to vote, Ruthenia being then 
still in a state of ex-lex: it was only early in 1924 that the 
General Parliamentary Elections were held. Just before the 
elections of 1920, 50—60 leading Magyar personalities were 
arrested, the latter including also Dr. Oscar Petrogalli, the 
leader of the Hungarian minority who died in 1925. Not till 
months had elapsed were these personalities released; and 
the authorities did not trouble even to apologise for their 
illegal detention and the ordeals through which they had 
been made to pass.

As it was not represented in the Revolutionary National 
Assembly, the Magyar minority and the other minorities too 
were not given an opportunity to take part in the framing 
and passing of the Constitution, the supreme act of the 
legislature. The Constitution itself and the series of laws 
supplementing the same were the work of the Revolutionary 
National Assembly and were framed entirely after the 
image of the Czech nation. It was based on the groundless
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fiction that the Czechs and the Slovaks were one people, — 
the “ Czecho-Slovak" people, which constituted a majority 
(two-thirds) of the population, the result being that Czecho
slovakia was a “national” , not a "nationality" State and the 
other peoples (the "minorities” ) incorporated in that State 
had no claim to any corporative rights, the nationalities 
having no rights collectively as units, such rights in the best 
case being exercised by individual citizens belonging to those 
minorities. That was the fundamental mistake made by the 
founders of the Czecho-Slovak State, — a blunder which has 
proved the source of all subsequent troubles. The Constitution 
of Czecho-Slovakia — promulgated on February 29th, 1920, 
as Act No. 121 ex 1920 — did not grant any collective 
rights to the non-Czech peoples of the State (except to the 
Ruthenians, whose autonomy guaranteed under § 3 of the 
Constitution has however not yet been enforced); indeed, 
openly infringing the provisions contained in Article 1. of 
the Saint Germain-en-Laye Minority Treaty, it incorporated 
that Treaty only after amending its text in essential points, 
omitting the important paragraph of Article 8, which ensured 
the minorities, not only legal, but actual, equality.

The administrative distribution of the Republic was 
effected by Law 126 of 1920 in a manner providing that the 
Magyars should not constitute a majority in any of the big 
counties (zupa) of Slovakia: moreover, the influence of the 
"Czecho-Slovak” element in the Slovak big counties (not in 
the historical provinces) was further enhanced by the pro
vision that one-quarter of the Members of the representative 
assemblies of the big counties should be delegated, not by 
election, but by appointment, it being also provided that the 
discussion of all political questions within the frame of the 
local government of the big counties should in principle be 
banned. Under Law 167 of 1920 the officers and committees 
of the Slovak Chambers of Advocates were to be appointed 
by Government; the manifest object of this provision being 
to prevent the Magyar advocates forming a majority from 
being in a position to themselves adjust their affairs within 
the frame of an autonomous representative body.

The Preamble to the Czecho-Slovak Constitution speaks 
of the sovereignty of the people; but the manner in which it
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was brought into being and the substance of its contents 
are diametrically opposed to that sublime principle and to 
democracy. For how can we describe as democratic and 
as based upon the sovereignty of the people a Constitution 
framed at a time when the majority of the population were 
deliberately excluded from participation in its discussion, — 
a Constitution, moreover, which displays an attitude of an
tagonism to the idea of self-government? Czecho-Slovak 
democracy, in which (unfortunately) some people in Western 
Europe still continue to believe, is in force at most among 
the Czechs themselves, only in their relatively small settle
ment area; but outside that area it is absolutely non-existent. 
In the Czecho-Slovak Republic the power is really in the 
hands of what is practically a minority; for even according 
to the official data themselves the Czechs represent only 
50.56% of the population, while in reality they are not so 
numerous and they have only been able to maintain their 
supremacy with the aid of bayonets and of the rubber batons 
of the gendarmes and police. This is proved by what has 
been said above, but will be made even more evident from 
what we are now going to say.

Magyars Enter Czecho-Slovak Parliament
Declaring Reservation of Rights.

The Deputies representing the Magyars who were — 
against their will and without their wishes being consulted 
—  severed from their native land and incorporated in 
Czecho-Slovakia and were excluded from the Czecho-Slovak 
National Assembly which framed the Constitution, when 
beginning their activity as Members of the Czecho-Slovak 
Parliament announced the reservation of their rights and 
declared that ‘ ‘they would never under any circumstances 
whatsoever renounce their right of self-determination and 
would on the contrary insist on demanding that right" (from 
the solemn declaration made by the Magyar Deputy, Dr. 
Louis Ekes, at the meeting of the Czecho-Slovak House of 
Deputies held on June 2nd, 1920). Nor indeed were the 
Magyars represented in Parliament in proportion to their 
ratio of the population. For Laws 123 and 124 of 1920 
distributed the constituencies in a manner providing that in
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the constituencies with a Magyar majority a larger number 
of inhabitants and voters should be required for the institu
tion of a seat than in the other constituencies. The Magyar 
Deputies and Senators sitting in the first Prague Parliament 
were unable to exercise their functions adequately because 
the Czech majority systematically rejected all motions sub
mitted by them, however objective and opportune, while 
questions asked by them were not answered for months or 
years — or not at all.

Nor has there been any change in this system since.
Organisation of Anti-Magyar System (1920—25).

During the first session of the first elected Parliament 
(1930—25) the legal and actual position of the Magyars 
deteriorated more and more. On the occasion of the attempt 
to regain his throne made by Charles IV. in 1921 a large 
number of leading personalities of the Magyar society of 
Czecho-Slovakia were again interned, — “ for preventive 
reasons", to use the expression employed on this occasion 
by Dr. Benes, then Prime Minister — and were not re
leased until some months later. Many of the leaders of the 
Magyar Parties (e. g. Andrew Korlath, who subsequently sat 
as Deputy, the late Rudolph Bohm, who subsequently sat on 
the Senate, Julius Fleischmann, who later on was elected 
to the Provincial Diet, the late Kalman Nagy, one of the 
leader of the Magyars of Ruthenia, etc.) were also before 
long made familiar with the horrors of Czech prisons. Law 
50 ex 1923 (that known as the Defence of the Republic Act) 
was cited as the authority on which these men were arrested 
and condemned. To wear the Hungarian colours, to sing the 
Hungarian National Anthem, — to listen in to the playing 
of that Anthem in the presence of more than one person, 
— to appear at Budapest balls or take “Levente" cigarettes 
across the frontier, — to sing old, innocent military songs 
not in the least, offensive to the Czechs, — to reside in 
Budapest student hostels, etc., etc., — all these harmless 
"acts” were regarded by the Czecho-Slovak Courts of Law 
as in themselves offences serious enough to warrant the con
demnation of the “culprits".

During the first fifteen years of the existence of the
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Czecho-Slovak Republic the anti-minority pressure of the 
Government was brought to bear primarily on the Magyars, 
who were treated as beasts of the chase. The turn of the 
Sudeta Germans did not come until 1933.

In the latter year a whole series of Magyar journals 
were placed under embargo. After the suspension — early 
in 1922 — of the system of previous examination by the 
Censor, the Magyar papers were even more effectually para
lysed by the practice of ruthless confiscation; the everyday 
confiscations inflicted enormous losses on the Hungarian 
journals: and the provisions of the Defence of the Republic 
Act which opened the way towards a universal embargo 
practically condemned the Hungarian press to silence. Why, 
on one occasion the "Pragai Magyar Hirlap", the leading 
Hungarian journal, was actually confiscated for publishing a 
statement (quite theoretical in character) made by Charles 
Dupuis, the eminent French jurist, relating to the improve
ment of the situation of he minorities; and even today it is 
quite a common occurrence for the Hungarian papers to be 
confiscated for publishing reports which are allowed without 
let or hindrance to appear in Prague Czech or German 
Papers.

In order to avoid the danger of confiscation which has 
Fecome the order of the day, the less important papers 
prefer to submit the first copies of the new issues to the 
Censor before despatching them; and that in practice means 
a resuscitation of "previous licence". The bigger papers 
cannot however avail themselves of this method, because 
they would thereby run the risk of appearing very belatedly: 
and as a consequence the frequent confiscations in their 
case involve serious material losses.

On the occasion of the “revision” of association in 1922 
a whole series of Hungarian (Magyar) social, cultural, 
economic and sport associations were suspended. The zupan 
— high sheriff — of Zemplen County, M. Slavik, himself 
dissolved more than 50 Hungarian associations by a stroke 
of the pen. In the first ten years following the establishment 
of the Republic insuperable difficulties were thrown in the 
way of the foundation of new Hungarian associations; 
whereas no such obstacles were thrown in the way of the

21



D A N U B IA N  R E V IE W

German and Polish associations. In the so-called “historical^ 
provinces, namely, the authorities could not over-ride the 
laws so easily, seeing that those provinces are inhabited by 
Czechs too; but in Slovakia and Ruthenia the ruling factor 
is not law, but the arbitrary will of the Czech officials who 
have migrated to those provinces in such masses since 1918. 
The Czech gendarmes regard as their principal duty, not 
the detection of crime, but the supervision of the elements 
classed as politically "unreliable” — the Slovaks and 
Ruthenians and more particularly the Magyars; and they 
are incomparably more powerful than the Slovak or 
Ruthenian district prefects, whom it is indeed their duty to 
“watch” . In these provinces Czecho-Slovak is not a con
stitutional State, but a police-State, employing the same 
methods as in olden times made the rule of Metternich and 
Bach so detested.

There being absolutely no possibility of social organisa
tion, during the years in question the Magyars of Slovakia 
and Ruthenia had only a single bulwark of defence, — the 
two Hungarian Parties, the National Christian Socialist Party 
and the Hungarian National Party, which in 193b 
amalgamated to form the United Hungarian (Magyar) Party. 
But the organisation even of parties has been rendered ex
tremely difficult by the rule of the gendarmes. As we have 
seen, the leaders of the Hungarians were thrown into prison. 
Their papers (journals) have been placed under an embargo 
or ruthelessly censored. Obstacles have been continually 
thrown in the way of their meetings. The letters of their 
parliamentary representatives and of their secretaries have 
been opened and their telephone conversations checked; 
they have been repeatedly subjected to domicile visits; their 
every movement has been shadowed and watched; and when 
crossing the frontier they have been searched. And in 
general a similar treatment is being meted out even to those 
persons playing roles in Magyar society who have no connec
tion whatsoever with politics. So, this system has very aptly 
been compared to the "cabinet noir” and “ lettres et cachet" 
system in force in the France of Louis XIV. and Louis XV.

Another characteristic feature of the nationality policy 
of the Czechs differentiating it from the systems of
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nationality oppression previously in force (including that of 
the Czarist rule of Russia), is that — apart from subjecting 
the educational claims of the non-Czech nationalities to a 
process of those nationalities —  it aims at ruining even the 
individual existence of the minority citizens. By means of 
measures working slowly but with pitiless consistency they 
have in the course of twenty years actually succeeded in 
bringing about the practically complete material ruin of a 
very large proportion of the leading social elements of the 
Hungarian (Magyar) minority — landowners and manu
facturers, merchants and craftsmen, and more particularly 
the public employees.

Already in 1920 the Czechs seized the estates of the 
Hungarian landed proprietors and expropriated them 
without offering any adequate compensation; and it was only 
in exceptional cases that the land was distributed among 
the local Hungarian peasantry — even within the Hungarian 
(Magyar) settlement area, it being in general allotted to 
"Czecho-Slovak” owners of "remnant” estates (a new form 
of medium-sized estates), to “Czecho-Slovak” settlers or to 
local “Czecho-Slovak” claimants, though in some cases it 
was requisitioned for the use of the State. We see, therefore, 
that the social object of the land reform measure was com
pletely overshadowed by the “ Czech-Slovak” national aims. 
In 1921 Dr. Thomas G. Masaryk himself invented the slogan 
“ de-industrialisation of Slovakia” ; a slogan which led to a 
considerable proportion of the factories in Slovakia and 
Ruthenia being almost at once compelled to suspend opera
tions: and the losses involved affected primarily the
Hungarians who represented a percentage of the manu
facturers far in excess of their quota of the population. And, 
seeing that the proportion of Magyars (Hungarians) figuring 
among the craftsmen and merchants of Slovakia and Ruthenia 
is relatively larger than the proportions of Slovaks and 
Ruthenians, it was again the Magyars that were most sensibly 
affected by the inequalities and differentiations existing as 
between the "historical” provinces and the territories wrested 
from Hungary respectively (naturally to the disadvantage of 
the latter) in respect of kinds of taxation, procedure in 
respect of taxation, railway tariffs, State investments and
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public contracts, representation in the big State economic 
organisations, etc,, etc., — inequalities and differentiations 
to a very large extent still in force even today. The dismissal 
of the majority of the State and other public employees, 
combined with the determination of the pensions of the Ma
gyar pensioners in a manner placing them at a disadvantage 
as compared with the Czecho-Slovak pensioners, at the very 
outset veritably reduced to beggary this very valuable section 
of the Hungarian population.

It was against the Magyars that the Czecho-Slovak 
system first employed those methods of impoverishment 
which were resorted to later on against the Slovaks and the 
Ruthenians and subsequently also against the Sudete 
Germans; and these methods necessarily enhanced the 
discontent of all the non-Czech nationalities of the Czecho
slovak State which had already risen to fever height for 
political and cultural reasons.

(T o be Continued)

In one of his Easter speeches, Dr. Benes, President of the Czecho
slovak Republic, quoted with emphasis the motto emblazoned on 
the Czecho-Slovak standard, "Justice W ill Prevail!”. This is one 
of the few Czech slogans that the national minorities of that 
State are willing to accept. They, too, declare that justice must 
prevail, for, as the whole world knows today, justice is on their 
side. —  y  —
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After thirty years of war, in which fortune smiled 
sometimes on the one, sometimes on the other, the 
struggle for the throne of England, the Wars of the 

Roses came to an end. During the battle of Bosworth (1485), 
in which the issue was decided, the gold crown which had 
fallen from the head of the tyrant, Richard III, was placed 
on that of Henry Tudor, who, as Henry VII, was thenceforth 
master of England’s destiny. The new monarch was 
recognized by the countries of Europe. A  few years after 
the battle of Bosworth ambassadors and diplomats from all 
parts of the Continent were in England, and, as one of 
Matthias's biographers tells us, the King of Hungary was 
among those who sent envoys to Henry’s Court (1489).

Henry VII was a scion of the House of Lancaster, but 
he made peace with York when he married Elizabeth of that 
House. From that time on the red and the white roses 
bloomed amicably side by side, and in some old English 
gardens rose-trees may still be found with red roses on one 
branch and white ones on the other, thus symbolizing this 
old historical reconciliation.

The bitter hostilities of thirty years had come to an end, 
it is true, but Henry VII never felt completely secure on 
the throne. He had won it by force, as had his predecessors 
of the House of York, Edward IV, and Richard III, and what 
may be won by violence may just as easily be lost if the 
balance of power inclines in the opposite direction. At any 
suitable moment the House of York might again lay claim to 
the throne, if sufficiently powerful to enforce that claim. 
No regular order of succession had yet been established, and
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in Henry’s own case it was might rather than right that had 
secured the crown. And in the event of disputed right, might 
was a sufficiently unstable fondation upon which to build. 
The time had not yet arrived when the theory of ‘ ‘King by 
the Grace of God" provided an unshakeable title for crowned 
heads. During the whole of his reign the first Tudor King 
was obliged to guard his throne jealously. The very first 
years of his rule were disturbed by two insurrections, one 
headed by Lambert Simnel, the other by Perkin Warbeck.

Lambert Simnel was the son of an Oxford carpenter. 
His pleasing exterior and the assurance of his manner in
duced Henry's enemies to proclaim him as Edward 
Plantagenet, who, it was alleged, had made his escape from 
the Tower. They rallied round him in large numbers, and 
when the Party felt strong enough, an army was recruited 
to support his claim. This force was routed by Henry, who 
took Lambert Simnel and all the nobles supporting him 
prisoner. Everybody shuddered to think of the bloody 
vengeance Henry would wreak. But in this they were 
mistaken. The King invited his Court to a banquet — his 
enemies too, who were forced to attend on pain of a heavy 
fine — and Simnel, the pretender, was made to fetch the 
wine that was drunk from the Royal cellar. The King 
showed his contempt for Simnel by making him a scullion 
in the palace kitchen, and the nobles saw with shame for 
whose sake they had rebelled against their crowned monarch.

The second insurrection led by the impostor Perkin 
Warbeck did not end on so humorous a note. Warbeck 
pretended to be Edward, Duke of York, and he was joined 
by many malcontents. For a time he even received military 
support from the King of Scotland, but in a short time he 
fell into the King of England's hands. He was imprisoned in 
the Tower and later, when news of a fresh conspiracy 
reaches Henry, he was hanged. Both these daring impostors 
managed to attract a powerful following — a sign that 
many of Henry's subjects were eager to see a King of the 
House of York on the throne. Thus it was patent that a 
legitimate scion of that House had fair prospects of obtain
ing the crown of England — and such a one was at hand.

The second Earl of Suffolk, John de la Pole, had
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married the sister of Edward IV. Although he himself loyally 
kept his oath of allegiance to Henry, his three sons in turn 
caused the King considerable uneasiness to the day of his 
death. The eldest was a supporter of Lambert Simnel; 
perhaps only because he hoped that Simnel would bring 
about a vacancy on the throne. However, he himself had no 
time to play the pretender, for he was killed in battle in 
1487. His two younger brothers, Edmund and Richard, were 
a source of much greater anxiety to Henry. Both laid claim 
to the throne and both had a strong following at home and 
could count on the support of abettors abroad. Edmund, the 
elder, thought to enforce what he considered his rightful 
claim with the aid of the Emperor Maxilimian. In 1501 he 
made his way to Tyrol to visit the Emperor, who at first 
showed great readiness to support him; later on, however, 
when Maximilian became reconcilied with Henry, he left the 
pretender in the lurch. For in the treaty concluded between 
Maximillian and Henry, the former undertook not to 
support the cause of the exiled de la Pole. This provision 
of the treaty explains the sum of L 10.000, which the wealthy 
King of England paid to Maximilian.

Meanwhile Edmund had gone to Aachen, where he was 
followed by his brother Richard. Financial troubles weighed 
heavily on the two brothers, despite the considerable sum 
allowed them by Maximilian for the payment of their 
debts. After various adventures Edmund, in 1506, fell into 
Henry's hands and was sent to the Tower. He was not 
executed, for Henry had given pledges for his safety to the 
King of France. True, the latter had repeatedly lent his 
aid to Henry's enemies, thus also to the de la Poles, but 
nevertheless Louis was so powerful that the King of England 
could not afford not to respect his wishes. So long as 
Henry lived, Edmund was safe; but when his strongwilled 
son, Henry VIII, succeded him and Edmund's younger 
brother attempted with the aid of France to raise a rebellion 
against the Tudors, nemesis overtook Edmund and he was 
beheaded (1513).

There was still one scion of the House of York, the one 
remaining hope of the Yorkists — Richard de la Pole. It is 
his fate that is of the greatest interest to us, although less.
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is known of his life than of his brother’s. In 1500 he had 
fled with Edmund to the Continent. In 1504 he joined his 
brother in Aachen, where they lived in poverty, harrassed 
constantly by Edmund's creditors, who even threatened to 
hand them over to Henry. Richard, however, managed to 
secure the protection of Erard de la Marck, Bishop of Liittich 
who delivered him from his straightened and dangerous 
circumstances. Richard left Aachen and came to Hungary, 
where for a time he lived in Buda at the Court of Wladislas 
II. The King of England must have been worried by the 
thought of the pretender in Buda, for he sent an envoy to 
Wladislas, asking him to surrender Richard. This Wladislas 
refused to do; in fact he gave his English guest financial 
aid.1 According to a note in the diary of Marino Sanuto, the 
“White Rose", the enemy of the King of England, arrived 
in Buda for the first time on 6th October 1506, and we 
know of a letter from Buda dated 14th April 1507 and 
addressed to the Bishop of Liittich by Richard himself.2 These 
two dates enable us to ascertain that his stay in Buda was 
not merely a short visit; probably his time was occupied in 
elaborating far-reaching schemes. Comparatively little is 
known of his sojourn in Hungary. From the letters of Thomas 
Killingworth, the loyal servant of the de la Pole family, we 
learn that he (Killingworth) had settled Edmund’s financial 
matters in Tyrol and that it was he who attended to Richard's 
affairs in Buda. It would appear that Richard left Buda in 
1507, first for Austria and later for France. In 1512, when 
England was again at war with France, King Louis XII 
recognized Richard as King of England and supported his 
cause with men and money. In the Navarre campaign Richard 
fought by the side of his friend Bayard of legendary fame, 
who was known to his contemporaries as a knight “ sans pern 
et sans reproche” . When Edmund was beheaded in 1513, 
Richard took the title of Earl of Suffolk and from that time 
on openly laid claim to the throne of England.

He was supported by the King of France; in fact in

1 Diet. of. M, B.
2 Letters illustr. the Reigns of Richard III and Henry VII Script. 

Bei. Brit. 1861 II 309.

28



AN ENGLISH PRETENDER IN HUNGARY

Lyons he was solemnly recognized by Francis as King of 
England. Francis had great plans with him, which, however, 
were frustrated one after the other. In 1519, for instance, he 
sent Richard to Prague to plead for his interests with the 
young King Louis II, but in vain, and in vain did he make 
preparations for an invasion of England in 1522— 23, at which 
time that country was again at war with France. Richard 
never set foot in England again. On 24th February 1525 he 
fell in the battle of Pavia, fighting on the side of the French 
King. There is a picture of him still preserved in Oxford 
bearing the inscription “ Le Due de Susfoc dit Blanche R ose” . 
He was the last bud on the White Rose tree to lay claim to 
the throne of England, and fate decreed that the footsteps 
of this last White Rose were to be directed towards Hungary 
for a time.

One question remains: W hy did Richard visit this
country? W e  believe that the reason must have been his ties 
of kinship with the Royal Family of Hungary. For W ladislas 
II's consort Anna was related to the King of France and 
also to the de la Poles. W hen first the plan of his marriage 
with Anna was broached, W ladislas thought she was an 
English princess and this belief was also held later on by 
those who were misled by the Oueen of Hungary's 
relationship with the de la Poles, or who failed to find any 
other reason why Salisbury, the English ambassador, should 
have been present at Anna's coronation at Szekesfehervar.

Anna was French, but she was also related to the de la 
Poles, and thus indirectly to the House of York; and this 
explains why the pretender Richard, the last of the W hite  
Roses, sojourned at the Court of W ladislas II of Hungary 
while waiting for his affairs to take a favourable turn.

— y —

“The situation of the Hungarians in this country is much worse 
than that of the Germans; indeed, they enjoy much fewer rights 
than any other people in the country." —  (From a parliamentary 
address by Count Janos Eszterhazy on April 5. —  “Pragai 
Magyar Hirlap”, April 7).
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BRITISH OPINIONS ON THE CZECH QUESTION

Observer:
(The Times, May 2.)

“Twenty years ago the Austro-Hungarian Empire was broken 
up, so we were told, to achieve the self-determination of peoples. 
The Czechs, Hungarians, Slovaks, &c., were granted political 
freedom, and the Austrians reduced to economic misery by 
rupturing the economic unit which that Empire represented —  a 
unit of which it has been well said "it would have had to have 
been created had it not already existed.”

“From that Empire, and economic unit, was created a State, 
Czechoslovakia, which reproduced all the political disadvantages 
and none of the economic advantages (from the point of view 
of Central Europe as a whole) of the former Empire; it unites 
within the same political boundaries, and systematically oppresses, 
far more violently discordant (and possibly incompatible) elements 
than those which formed the former Empire. It holds them 
together by force, and now we are solemnly adjured to risk a 
European war, and the very possible downfall of civilisation itself, 
to keep this tatterdemalion State together, i. e., to defeat the 
very principle of self-determination for which we created —  or 
thought we created —  it.

“Could even the most cynical have believed, 20 years ago, 
that only two decades later Britain and France could seriously 
consider risking a European war, and its ruinous consequences, 
to perpetuate the hegemony of 7,000,000 Czech over 3,500,000 
Germans and 800,000 Hungarians?

“Czechoslovakia in its present form is a standing menace 
to the peace of Europe, as well as a sorry travesty of the ideal 
of freedom and self-determination for which we fought! And 
now, at last, let it be liquidated once and for all by the self- 
determination, by fair plebiscite, of its component parts.

“To one who, like myself, has lived in that State for four 
years the at least partial destruction of London and Paris, Berlin, 
Rome, and almost certainly Prague itself, as well as the general 
ruin of Europe seems too high a price to pay for forcefully, and 
it is almost certain uselessly, endeavouring, against the will of 
a large part of its population, to keep Czechoslovakia together,"
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Lord Noel-Buxton:
(The Times, May 7.)

“It has been pointed out in your columns that violence would 
be done to the principle of self-determination if the Czechoslovak 
Republic were to be destroyed and its territories distributed 
among other States. Such a development would be a disaster; 
nevertheless, the principle of self-determination cannot be invoked 
on behalf of the independence of the Czechs and rejected in 
respect of the Sudeten Germans."

Lord Rothermere:
(The Daily Mail, April 29.)

“Numbers of our pugnacious pacifists are now saying that 
we should stand up for Czecho-Slovakia. Do they realise that al
most half its population regards the Government of Czecho
slovakia as a tyranny?

“Do they realise that the country contains 3,500.000 Germans 
—  24 per cent, of its population —  who are deadly hostile to 
that Government, and with reason?

“In addition to this German minority there are great 
minorities of Hungarians, Poles, Slovaks, and Ruthenians who 
detest the tyranny of Prague.

“There are at this moment in Czecho-Slovakia 1,300 citizens 
awaiting trial on charges of military treason, a significant symptom 
of terror and unrest.

“This caricature of a country under its Czech leaders has 
from the moment of its birth committed almost every con
ceivable folly.

"Contrary to the spirit of the very treaty which created its 
Constitution, it has armed to the teeth and used its arms to 
dragoon those minorities which were handed over to its untender 
mercies without the asking of their yea or nay.

“It was not the Germans alone Who were treated with 
brutality. Quite recently members of the Hungarian minority 
found themselves denied visas to enable them to cross the Czecho
slovakian frontier to their original native country, even when 
their purpose was so personal and so sacred as to attend a 
mother's funeral.”

Philip Gibbs:
(The Times, May 10.)

“I found public opinion in Germany still anxious for friendly 
relations with Great Britain, but they are losing faith in our 
national sincerity and political sense. As regards sincerity many 
of them ask, for instance, how it is that we who profess to believe 
in liberty and the selfdetermination of peoples should deny the 
will of the Sudeten Germans —  a solid block of three and a half 
millions —  to liberate themselves from the rule of the Czechs
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who, in that ethnographical absurdity called Czechoslovakia, are 
actually in a minority among the combined numbers of Germans, 
Poles, Hungarians, Slovaks, and Ruthenians whom they govern 
with no light hand. Why, they ask, does England object to those 
Sudeten Germans linking up with their fellow Germans if that 
is their desire, and by what right do we object? I confess I don't 
know the right answer.

"A t the present time the German leaders, I am told, are 
trying to calm down these Sudeten Germans in order to avoid 
any popular explosion which might lead to the menace of a 
European war if England and France insist upon upholding the 
integrity of Czechoslovakia. But here is another question they 
ask: Why should Europe be even remotely threatened by a war 
which would lead to frightful horrors and general ruin in order 
to uphold an artificial State which reproduces in a small area all 
the mixture of races of the old Austro-Hungarian Empire? Within 
24 hours of war Czechoslovakia would have disappeared off the 
map and Europe would be fighting to the death for a non-existent 
State which was a violation of all racial ideals. Is that, they 
ask, England’s present line of policy? If so, where is the sense 
of it? That question also is hard to answer."

B. E. Lawrence:
(Southern Daily Echo, 4 April)

“Consequent on the Treaty of Trianon, a territory consisting 
of 23 per cent, of the area of the pre-war Kingdom of Hungary 
was transferred to the newly-created state of Czechoslovakia. 
The population of this territory comprises nearly two million 
Slovaks and about half a million Ruthenians, including also
1,700,000 Hungarians (equal to 10 per cent, of the whole Magyar 
population of Hungary).

“The suggestion that this large Hungarian population, long 
established on its native soil, is now “rapidly disappearing” (and 
this in the course of less than 20 years), carries the implication 
that this "disappearance” is something merely in the ordinary 
course of nature.

“The true explanation is more disquieting. It lies in the 
manner in which the Hungarian (and other) minorities handed 
over by the Allies to the Succession States have been treated 
by the new overlords to whose care they were entrusted. It is 
an unhappy tale of determined attempts to denationalise the 
minorities by such devices as discrimination, expropriation, sup
pression of racial cultural institutions, and proscription of the 
use of the mother-tongue.

“To speak of Czechoslovakia as a "nation" is misleading. 
There never was, and there is not, a Czechoslovak nation in the 
racial sense, nor is there likely to be. The peoples of Czecho-
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Slovakia comprise about 15 millions, of whom about half are 
Czechs, the balance being mainly (in order of number) Sudeta 
Germans, Slovaks, Hungarians and Ruthenians. There is little 
racial affinity between Czechs on the one hand, and Slovaks and 
Ruthenians on the other; they speak dissimilar languages, and 
are perhaps more widely separated racially than English and 
Germans,

"Herr Hitler's action, however much the methods may be 
deplored, seems to have had the effect of shocking the Czech 
Government into an almost belated recognition of its responsi
bilities to one of its minorities; but a® yet no vigorous champion 
has appeared on behalf of the others.

"There will be no sure foundation for building up peace in 
Europe until the wrongs of the minorities are redressed. The 
Treaty of Versailles has been scuttled; the Treaty of St. Germain 
has been violently annihilated. Let us hope that common sense 
will liquidate the iniquitous Treaty of Trianon in some less 
eruptive manner.”

BRITISH MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT FOR REVISION 
WITHOUT DELAY OF TRIANON TREATY

The Times of April 30th published a Letter to the Editor 
signed by Robert Gower, Henry A. Procter, Henry Haslam, 
Philip Dawson, John Haslam, Murray F. Sueter, William Allan 
Ried, W . A. Wayland, J. J. Stourton, H. R. Selley, George Jones, 
W . Rostron Duckworth, J. Baldwin-Webb, G. S. Elliston, Robert 
Bird, J. Smedley Crooke, Daniel L. Lipson, Members of the 
British House of Commons. The Letter runs as follows:

"M ay we express agreement with your Paris Correspondent 
“that the Central and Eastern European States have no great 
desire to fall completely within the German orbit” ? So far as 
Hungary is concerned, her great anxiety is to retain her 
autonomy and independence, but an intense Nazi campaign is 
being waged in that country.

"N o nation has suffered more than the Hungarian from 
the operation of the post-War treaties. The greater part of 
Hungary was partitioned among her adversaries without the 
slightest regard being paid to her national and economic 
interests, and in consequence an unnatural and artificial, 
situation has been created with well-nigh intolerable suffering 
to the Hungarian nation.

“It is, we submit, in the interest of Europe, particularly 
of Czecho-Slovakia, that the present impossible position should 
be removed by such a revision of the territorial provisions 
of the Treaty of Trianon that Hungary shall have restored to 
her those parts of her former territory that are essentially 
Hungarian, and we urge that an attempt should be made to
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secure agreement between the Little Entente States and Hun
gary with that object in view.

‘‘Since the War the conduct of Hungary in her internatio
nal relations, despite her grievances, has been a model of 
propriety, and it would be regrettable if the Hungarian people, 
in desperation, although with reluctance, turned to Germany 
in the hope that only thereby can she obtain that justice which 
is unquestionably her due. The effect of such a happening on 
the balance of power in Europe cannot be over-estimated.”

“ PEACEFUL CHANGE” CONFERENCE IN SOUTHAMPTON 
ADMITS NECESSITY OF CHANGING DANUBIAN  

STATUS QUO
Ninety-five delegates from nine European countries together 

with the representatives of the Carnegie Endowment for Inter
national Peace met at an international Conference (organized by 
the International Student Service in Southampton between April 
1th and 15th) to discuss the following questions: ‘‘Is change
needed in the Danubian Basin and if so, in what direction?" and 
"Can any practicable policy be suggested to remedy the malad
justments revealed?” Sir Arthur McFadyean was Chairman of 
the Conference and the debate was opened by Sir Arthur Willert 
on "Stability and Change in International Relations”. Sir Arthur 
admitted that the Peace Conference achieved imperfect work and 
that the present international tension was due to the failure of 
the powers to effect inevitable changes by peaceful means. The Hun
garian Delegation then pointed out that the map of Central 
Europe was drafted in violation of the principle of nationality 
and with disregard of that of self-determination. The history of 
the past twenty years has proved that no cooperation and lasting 
peace were conceivable in the Danubian Basin without the re
moval of justified nationality and minority grievances; and that 
it was impossible to resolve the nationality question without a 
readjustment of the present frontiers. The Hungarian Delegation 
suggested that a new Peace Conference should reconsider the 
Danubian status quo in the interests of all nationalities concerned 
and thus prevent an imminent clash.

Danubian and Colonial Questions as well as that of pro
cedure of peaceful change were then discussed at length in four 
Commissions. The conclusions reached did not have the character 
of agreed recommendations, nevertheless there was enough agree
ment to admit that conditions in the Danube area can hardly 
remain as they are. The Conference provided an excellent 
opportunity for a better understanding of the causes of present 
discontents so that the Chairman was perfectly justified to declare 
in his closing speech: "However pessimistic one might be about 
the short run, one can be optimistic in the long run, when the
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students of to-day should be in a position of responsibility." 
This statement implies the hope that the better informed younger 
generations will not make the mistakes and commit the injustices, 
which had led to the present situation.

FIFTY THOUSAND PEOPLE IN BUDAPEST DEMAND 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND NATIONAL LIBERTY FOR 

MINORITIES OF CZECHO-SLOVAKIA

On 24th April, the Hungarian Frontier Readjustment League 
held a mass meeting in Budapest, which was attended by over
50.000 people. In his opening speech, the President of the League, 
M. Francis Herczeg, Member of the Hungarian Upper house, 
said it was not he himself, it was notable British and French 
statesmen whe had declared that the Czecho-Slovak Republic as 
a State was politically bankrupt. Even among Czecho-Slovakia's 
old friends the conviction was gaining ground that the mere 
existence of this geographical and ethnical monstrosity was a 
standing menace to the peace of Europe. The Prague Govern
ment would fain make people believe that the question was only 
one of the Sudeta Germans; that, were this problem settled, and 
the demands of the Sudeta Germans fulfilled, the Czech cris« 
would resolve itself for good and the existence of the Republic 
and the peace of Europe would be permanently ensured. The 
Hungarians protested energetically against this fresh attempt of 
the Czechs to throw dust in the eyes of the world. Even were 
the rightful demands of the Sudeta Germans satisfied, it would 
not solve the problems of the Hungarians, Slovaks, Ruthenians 
and Poles. There could be no question of peace and co-operation 
in the Danube Valley until the wrongs done to Hungary had 
been redressed. The Czech frontier was only 35 kilometres from 
Budapest. This was an impossible situation in which Hungary 
could never acquiesce. The Czecho-Slovak Republic owed its 
existence to the fact that the authors of the Peace Treaties, the 
victorious Powers, had been tricked. The fundamental fallacy 
upon which the Republic had been built was that Czechs and 
Slovaks were one people. The present frontiers of Czecho
slovakia had been drafted with the aid of false ethnographical, 
historical, geographical and statistical data. The Slovaks had been 
misled by Prague when in Cleveland and Pittsburg they were 
promised self-government; the Ruthenians had been misled by a 
treaty in which Prague undertook to respect their right of self- 
determination; the Great Powers had been misled when Prague 
signed a treaty binding herself to protect the minorities, which the 
Czechs had no intention of respecting; and the whole world had 
been misled when it was induced to believe that an adminis
trative system of oppression and civil disabilities was Democracy. 
Of the ridges of the Carpathians, which, while they belonged to
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Great Hungary, were Europe's impregnable ramparts of defence 
against eastern barbarism, the Czechs wanted to make a bridge 
to allow the red peril of Russian Bolshevism to inundate the 
Continent of Europe, Europe should be made aware that until 
the Hungarian question had been settled there could be no quiet 
in the Danube Valley or peace in Europe.

The speeches following M. Herczeg’s were delivered by 
Count Joseph Takach-Tolvay, President of the Ex-Servicemen's 
Alliance, Mons, Ladislas Pinter, Papal Prelate, M. Stephen Nagy 
de Arpadfalva, President of the Disabled Soldiers Alliance, M. 
Andrew Toth (all of these men are Government Party M. P.s) 
and the representatives of the Turul Students’ Association, the 
Hungarian Women's National Association, the Alliance of the 
Societies of Upper Hungary and the Alliance of University and 
College Students of Upper Hungary, At the close of the meeting 
the following resolution was unanimously adopted:

"Speaking on behalf of the whole Hungarian nation the mass 
meeting of the Hungarian Frontier Readjustment League held 
this day, the 24th April 1938, in Budapest, declares:

"That Czecho-Slovakia is an utter mockery of the 
principle of self-determination: all the non-Czech peoples were 
incorporated in the Republic without being consulted and 
against their will.

"That during the peace negotiations Czech politicians 
misled the Great Powers with false maps and false statistics 
and thus gained possession of Upper Hungary, which for a 
thousand years had been part of the Hungarian monarchy.

''That the internal machinery of the Czecho-Slovak 
Republic is diametrically opposed to the conception of an 
"Eastern Switzerland" as promised by the Czechs.

"That the Constitution of the Republic does not ensure 
any kind of corporate rights and tramples underfoot the rights 
and liberties of individual citizens.

“That under the laws for the defence of the State and 
the Republic thousands of citizens have been, and are being, 
imprisoned, and have been, and are being, persecuted, for no 
other reason than that they do not approve of this ant’- 
nationality system.

"That the newspapers of the national minorities are being 
mutilated daily by the censor, as the large blank spaces in 
them prove.

"That from the very first day the Czecho-Slovak 
Republic has systematically infringed the treaty for the 
protection of national minorities concluded on loth September 
1919 in St. Germain-en-Laye between Czecho-Slovakia and the 
Allied and Associated Powers.

"That the Hungarian, German and Polish inhabitants of 
the Republic do not even today enjoy any of the most
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elementary rights guaranteed to them alike in that treaty and 
in the Constitution and other laws of the Czecho-Slovak State.

‘That the Czecho-Slovak Republic has failed to fulfil the 
obligation to grant autonomy to Ruthenia as undertaken in the 
Treaty of St. Germain.

That the existence of the ancient Slovak nation was 
simply denied by Prague, and the Pittsburgh Convention signed 
by Thomas Masaryk, in which autonomy in the fields of 
legislation, administration and jurisdiction was guaranteed to 
Slovakia, is regarded as a scrup of paper.

“That Czecho-Slovakia is on  bad terms with all her 
important neighbours and is thus a constant menace to the 
peace of Cenral Europe and indeed of the whole world.

"That the Czecho-Slovak Republic has built a bridge for 
Russian Bolshevism to penetrate into Central Europe, thus 
endangering European civilization and ifs civil and social 
order.

“That the "national minorities", the Germans, Slovaks, 
Ruthenians, Poles and Hungarians who constitute the majority 
of the inhabitants of the Czecho-Slovak Republic, are in the 
highest degree dissatisfied with the repressive and extortionate 
nationality policy of the Prague Government.

“In consideration of all these things, we consider that in 
the interest of the peace and tranquil development of Europe, 
the time has come for these shameful conditions to cease and 
for a radical solution of Czecho-Slovakia’s nationality 
problems.

“The Hungarian nation follows with tense interest the 
development of the Czecho-Slovak nationality question and ab 
ovo declares that under no circumstances will it be content 
with the promised "codification” or “promulgation" of minority 
rights; we desire our kindred in Czecho-Slovakia, as well as 
our Slovak, Ruthenian, Polish and German brethren there, to 
be treated in accordance with the nationality principle and the 
principle of the self-determination of the peoples.

"Setting aside everything that divides us, we are unani
mous in our demand that our Hungarian, German, Slovak and 
Ruthenian brethren, who were unjustly and cruelly forced 
under an alien rule, should regain their human rights and 
national liberty.

"W e  Hungarians vow never to rest until this sacred aim 
has been achieved. So help us God!

Voice of Refugees from Slovakia and Ruthenia.
In the resolution adopted at the Committee meeting of the 

Union of Highland Societies, the social alliance of the autochthon
ous inhabitants of Slovakia and Ruthenia forced to flee from the 
territories wrested from Hungary, it was stated that these exiles
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from their native land living at present in Dismembered Hungary 
unswervingly believed that the native population of those ter
ritories would soon achieve their rightful object. The Union again 
emphatically drew the attention of international public opinion 
to the fact that the autochthonous inhabitants of the Upper Hun
gary of pre-War days had been detached from their thousand- 
year-old fatherland without theiij consent being obtained and 
against their wishes. The Czech Administration had driven tens 
of thousands of them out of their native land, while those who 
had remained there were languishing under the most intolerable 
political, cultural and economic conditions. The Committee, there
fore, demanded complete autonomy for all the autochthonous 
peoples of former Upper Hungary, until such time as a just 
rearrangement had been definitely accomplished.

Youth of Hungary Demands Re-union with Hungary
of an Autonomous Slovakia and Ruthenia.

At a mass meeting held on 7th April, the “Turul", the 
biggest association of Hungarian university students, demanded 
the restoration to Hungary of Slovakia and Ruthenia detached 
by the Treaty of Trianon. The arguments for the motion un
animously adopted were as follows:

“At the time of the Peace Conference the Czech politicians 
misled the Great Powers with falsehoods and secured Upper 
Hungary by a trick. The Czecho-Slovakia thus created is a 
definitely "nationality” State in which the Czechs themselves are 
in the minority. During the seventeen years that have elapsed 
since the Peace Treaties were concluded the Czechs, with an 
injustice that is a disgrace to European civilization, and a most 
inhumane policy, have oppressed the nationalities handed over 
to them. They have ignored the provisions of the Peace Treaties 
and done Ruthenia out of its promised autonomy. The Czechs 
have also broken the promise contained in the Pittsburgh Con
vention to grant the Slovaks self-government. All the Czech 
Governments have been guilty of breaches of the minority treaties; 
they have utterly repressed the Hungarian minority in the fields 
of economy, culture and politics. Czecho-Slovakia has smuggled 
Bolshevism into Central Europe, thereby endangering European 
civilization and civil and social order. During the past seventeen 
years Czecho-Slovakia has been on a hostile footing with all her 
neighbours, the German Reich, Poland and Dismembered Hungary, 
This hostility has prevented the birth of peace in Central Europe; 
its very existence is an obstacle in the way of a peaceful develop
ment of the situation in the Danube Valley.”

The "Turul” Association promised that the Hungarian State 
would ensure the Germans, Slovaks and Ruthenians the free 
development in the spheres of economies, culture and politics 
that has been denied them by the Czechs.
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The Union of Hungarian Students (MEFHOSz) has addressed 
a manifesto to the Slovak nation on behalf of the youth of Hun
gary; the manifesto claims —  in the name of the European con
science —  complete freedom for the Slovak and Ruthenian 
masses in economic and territorial as well as in spiritual and 
political matters. Expressing the Union's firm belief in the com
mon historic past and the impending historic future, the mani
festo ends with a statement that the happiness' of small nations 
in Central Europe depends on the re-building of the Danube 
Basin and Hungary.

Mention of these manifestations on the part of the Hun
garian university students was also made in the Slovak Press, 
amongst other newspapers, in the organ of the Slovak People's 
Party, the “Slovak'', which sarcastically advised the Czech 
students to adopt similar resolutions. The “Narodny Listy”, the 
most important of the Czech nationalist papers, on 16th April 
reproached the organ of he Slovak Autonomists for not having 
given a proper reply to Budapest and for not thinking it necessary 
to say “No” to the offer from that quarter. —  y  —

BRITISH POLITICIANS IN HUNGARY

On 16th April, Major Henry Procter and the Hon. J. J. 
Stourton, British M. P.s (Conservative), Mr. John Laytham, 
Member of the Presidential Council of the Conservative Party 
and Mr. B. Shonegevel, Member of the British Emigration Board, 
arrived in Budapest, They were followed, on 21st. April, by Mr. 
Victor Cazelet (Conservative) and Mr. Arthur Henderson 
(Labour), both members of the Foreign Affairs Committee of 
the House of Commons. A  warm welcome was extended to all 
of them. Mr. Cazalet had been in Czecho-Slovakia, where he 
saw President Benes, Premier Hodza and Herr Henlein. Mr, 
Henderson on leaving Budapest went to Prague.

In replying to the toast proposed by Dr. Otto Legrady, 
Editor-in-Chief of the "Pesti Hirlap” , at the banquet given in 
honour of the British politicians, Major Procter declared that 
the sympathy between Britain and Hungary was the result of 
the spirit of Parliamentarism existing in both countries, and 
liberty was the tie that linked the two countries together.

"I  believe in the vocation and future of Hungary”, said 
Major Procter.

It was his firm belief —  he continued —  that all who 
knew Hungary must sympathize with her aims.

Mr. Shonegevel said that the heart of Central Europe was 
in Hungary, and for two reasons. First, because it was neither 
a Slav nor a Latin area, secondly because the Danube was navi
gable only through Hungary. Hungary was the gate and the 
heart of Central Europe. The Danube and the Rhine offered
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enormous possibilities; they would be the arteries of trade in the 
future. Germany knew this. He advised Hungary to make the 
most of the Danube trade in conjunction with the Rhine. In the 
past Hungary had been the granary of Europe. The Peace Treaties 
had blown that granary into bits. It would be very important for 
Europe now to join those broken pieces together, in order that 
they might again supply the Continent with wheat.

Mr. Stourton stated that Great Britain sympathized with 
Hungary in her difficulties and had great faith in the future of 
the country. Everything was moving rapidly and the time of 
"laissez faire" was past. The present era demanded quick 
methods. Hungary's just cause must triumph.

According to Mr. Laytham, the Treaty of Trianon was bad; 
it had been improvised in haste and therefore stood in need of 
revision.

Dr. Tibor Eckhardt, Chairman of the biggest Hungarian 
Opposition Party and Vice-President of the Hungarian Frontier 
Readjustment League, said that two dangers were apparent to 
him in the present situation. The Treaty of Trianon concluded 
two decades ago had broken up the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, 
which had been in possession of all the elements of stability and 
was not for only selfsufficient, but also perfectly well able to pro
vide its own defence. The present minor units were powerless to 
withstand pressure from two sides, from Germany and Russia. A  
new system of political, economic and military co-operation 
better calculated to ensure self-defence would have to be 
established, which, unlike the present minor units, would not be 
forced to rely on any of the Great Powers. The creation of the 
Little Entente had been a fatal mistake. After the war no real 
peace was established in Central Europe. The Peace Treaties 
were no real treaties; they were not based on compromise and 
they afforded no possibility of negotiation. A  split had taken 
place in Central Europe and recent events were but the natural 
consequences of the faulty system created in that region.

In his opinion —  continued Dr. Eckhardt —  the indepen
dence of Hungary was more than a Hungarian question: it was 
one affecting the interests of Europe and even of the world as 
a whole. Hungary must remain independent in the interests of 
Great Britain too.

In his statement to the Press Major Procter, amongst other 
things, said that the course of time and events —  though the 
contrary seemed true —  was favourable to Hungary. He assured 
the Hungarians that Britain and a large section of British public 
opinion were sensible of Hungary's present situation. The 
patience and self-control of the Hungarian nation had won the 
admiration of all noble-minded people in the world. Hungary's 
strength lay in the justice of her cause, and her aims would 
never be achieved except in a peaceful way.
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Mr. Cazalet saw the Hungarian Premier, and Mr. Hen
derson had an interview with the Regent, Both of them spoke 
with Count Bethlen, former Premier, and Dr. Tibor Eckhardt, 
and Mr. Henderson also met the representatives of the Hungarian 
Social Democratic Party.

In his farewell statement to the Press, Mr. Cazalet referred 
to the fact that nearly twelve years ago he had stressed the 
necessity of repairing the injustice done to Hungary. He had 
been one of the very first to do so, and for years had warned 
British public opinion that the unjust Peace Treaties must 
sooner or later raise the danger of war in Europe. He hoped, for 
the sake of European peace, that a reconciliation would take 
place between Hungary and Czecho-Slovakia.

Mr. Henderson assured the Press of his conviction that the 
questions troubling Europe would be settled peacefully and 
justly. He was extremely interested in Hungary's national aims. 
Quite recently in the British Parliament he had urged a speedy 
convocation of a Danube conference, such as had been planned 
in 1935. by the British, French and Italian Governments, but 
which, unfortunately, owing to international differences, had not 
been held. Since then the situation had grown much more 
critical and something would have to be done unless Europe was 
to sink into ruin. It was the duty of the Governments concerned 
to make certain positive efforts to effect a settlement. After his 
visit to Budapest he was more than ever convinced that the task 
was an extremely urgent one. The hopes to which he had given 
expression in the House of Commons had not declined during 
bis stay in Budapest, and he was leaving for Prague with in
creased optimism. He trusted that the people of Hungary would 
always think of him as their sincere admirer and friend.

During his visit to Prague Mr. Arthur Henderson M. P. 
visited President Benes and Mr. Hodza, the Premier, and he 
also interviewed Herr Henlein, leader of the Sudeta-German 
Party. During Mr. Henderson's interview with Herr Henlein at 
the Hotel Carlton, Marienbad, a huge crowd assembled outside 
the hotel, and all shops were closed to enable shop assistants to 
take part in the procession.

—  y  —

"HUNGARIANS CANNOT LIVE WITHOUT LIBERTY, THE 
SAFEGUARD OF WHICH IS THE CONSTITUTION”

Admiral Horthy, Regent of Hungary, on 3rd April addressed 
a radio message to the Hungarian nation. In it he categorically 
denied the unfounded rumours to which the Anschluss had given 
rise in Hungary as well as in the other Danube States. Below 
we give excerpts from the Regent's address: —
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"A ll who view these events with calm judgment and clear
ness of vision must know that Austria's union with Germany has, 
no significance for us except in that a good old friend of ours, 
whom the Peace Treaties had forced into an impossible situation,, 
has entered into union with another good old friend and loyal 
comrade-in-arms of ours, with Germany. .

Speaking of the five-year plan the Regent said:
“The Prime Minister has made public the five-year plan, 

but we hope it will be completed in an even shorter time. It is- 
calculated to fill many gaps in the development of our national 
defence and in the sphere of important social reform, in respect 
of both of which, owing to our unfortunate lot, we have fallen 
into arrears. Most essential of all is the expansion of our na
tional defence system. I have never wished and in future I do 
not wish to lead my race into any hopeless undertaking. Enough 
Hungarian blood has been shed in the past; enough has been 
spilt in the last thousand years in defence of the Christian 
civilization of the West. This is why we are —  alas! —  so few, 
though five hundred years ago there were as many Hungarians, 
in the world as English. The development of our national de
fence system is absolutely imperative if we are to feel secure 
within our own borders, and a feeling of security is indispensable 
to the success of the great work of construction with which we 
are faced . . .”

“ . . .  We Hungarians are a liberty-loving folk. W e cannot 
live without liberty, but we must not abuse it. The safeguard of 
our liberty is the Constitution, as it is a guarantee that the 
direction of the affairs of the State is in the hands of men. 
who have proved their powers of statesmanship and their 
aptitude for the task, and have thus won the confidence of the 
constitutional factors . . . ”

“W e must endeavour to provide a decent livelihood for 
everyone who can work and is willing to work, and we must aid 
the poor and needy by means of charitable and social institutions. 
In this respect we are doing our utmost, and a successful 
solution of the social problem will contribute much towards the 
completion of the five-year plan. But for these efforts to be 
successful it is essential that the utmost internal peace and order 
should prevail. . .”

"Our officers know that the army belongs to no political 
party; it belongs to the whole nation. Besides the military 
qualities of the nation, another factor that has contributed towards 
ensuring Hungary's existence as a State for over a thousand 
years in difficult political and geographical circumstances, is that 
the distinguishing characteristics of Hungarian politics have always 
been reliability, dignity and a high moral tone. These traits will 
continue to govern our politics in the future too . . . "
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“From the point of view of international politics the situation 
is beginning to clarify slowly. The League of Nations has lost 
its former significance in European politics. The task of an 
ideal League of Nations would be to eliminate by means of new 
arrangements the causes of war, for peace cannot thrive in the 
soil of injustice . .

—  y  —

BILL TO ENSURE, MORE EFFECTIVE PROTECTION 
OF HUNGARIAN SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC LIFE

On 8th April the Hungarian Government introduced a Bill 
“to ensure a more effective protection of Hungarian social and 
economic life". In terms of this Bill the proportion of Jews 
employed in the Press, films, theatres, commercial and industrial 
concerns and posts open only to the educated classes may not 
exceed 20% of the total number of employees. Until the pro
portion of Jewish lawyers, doctors and engineers has fallen to 
20%, not more than 5% of Jews may be admitted to those pro
fessions. Since certain foreign newspapers have misunderstood the 
intention of the Bill, we consider it expedient, in order to make 
the question clear to our readers, to publish the following data 
contained in the preamble to the Bill.

According to official statistics the proportion of Jews in 
Hungary is 5% of the total population. The Government has thus 
shown great moderation in allowing Jews to participate in Hun
garian economic life to the extent of 20%. At present (1936 
statistics) 35.3% of our journalists and 30.3% of our actors and 
actresses are Jews. By 1930 the proportion of Jewish com
mercial employees had risen to 52.8%. On the average the pro
portion of Jews engaged as clerks in commerce and banking is 
51.8%. In 1930 there were 2780 Christian and 2693 Jewish law
yers in Hungary. The figures for Budapest were 1207 Christian 
and 1523 Jewish lawyers. Of the doctors with a private practice 
1797 were Christians and 2151 Jews; in Budapest 1494 of the 
2225 doctors with a private practice were Jews. 51% of all the 
industrial and commercial concerns were in the hands of Jews. 
During the last ten years the percentage, instead of decreasing, 
has grown by 0.3%. Of all the private engineers in Hungary 
30.4% are Jews, as are 36% of the private engineers in Budapest. 
Only 1.4% of the day labourers in Hungary are Jews, 1% of 
domestic servants and 0.3% of agricultural labourers; but 9.4% 
of the large estates, 15.4% of the medium-sized ones and 42% 
of the estates over 1000 acres in extent are in the hands of 
Jews.

The above data show that the Bill is not inspired by the 
spirit of the Laws of Niirnberg. It is not based on any racial 
theory; for only those converted Jews are subjected to the same 
treatment as persons still professing the Jewish faith who were
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•converted after August 1st, 1919, while on the other hand the 
provisions of the Bill do not apply to soldiers who fought in the 
Great War, to disabled soldiers or war widows. It would be a 
great mistake also to bring the Bill into any connection with the 
Union of Austria and Germany (the Anschluss). Hungary was 
driven to adjust the Jewish question immediately after the Great 
War, —  for social reasons, seeing that the Jews had obtained 
possession of the leading economic positions to an extent quite 
out of proportion to their quota of the population and were in 
consequence able to exercise an excessive influence on both 
economic and intellectual production. Partly for this reason, 
though partly also because the employment of the Christian Hun
garian intellectuals driven out of the Succession States to which 
they had been subjected as a result of the dismemberment of 
their mother country was the cause of much difficulty to Govern
ment, it proved necessary to introduce the system of a “numerus 
clausus” in connection with admission to the universities, due 
consideration being had for the respective quotas of the popula
tion claimed by the several denominations (Act XIV. of 1928). 
To all intents and purposes the same considerations impelled 
Government to introduce the new Bill too.

The Jews form 19.2% of the population of Budapest. The 
percentage of Jews among the owners of factories in the various 
industries is as follows: iron and metal 49.8%; machine industry 
40.8%; materials, asbestos and glass 40.8%; wood and bone 
53.2%; leather, feathers and rubber 68.5%; spinning and weaving 
66.4%; clothing 72.8%; paper 57.9%; provision 38.7%; chemical 
53.3%; and 46.5% in the printing and copying trade. 11.2% of 
the houses yielding 1000 to 1500; 4.8% of those yielding 10.000 to
20.000, and 41.2% of those yielding over 25.000 pengo a year 
belong to Jews. In 1920 13.7% and in 1930 20.6% of the mines; 
34.2% (1920) and 35.5% (1930) of the industrial concerns and 
33.1% (1920) and 35.6% (1930) of the transport undertakings 
were in the hands of Jews.

—  y  —

RECONSTRUCTION OF CHRISTEA CABINET

After barely six weeks of Premiership, Miron Christea, on 
30th March, reconstructed his Cabinet. From the new Government 
he has omitted the former Premiers (MM. Jorga, Vajda, etc.) the 
so-called State Ministers, who have become members of a Crown 
Council created by a special decret lege. On the other hand, 
•quite a number of new men have taken office in Christea's new 
Cabinet. And here special mention must be made of the new 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, M. Comnen Petrescu, Rumania's 
former Minister, first in Berne and later in Berlin, who was 
Foreign Secretary of State in Christea’s first Government. The
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new Minister of Industry and Commerce is M. Mitita Constanti- 
nescu, Governor of the Rumanian National Bank. The portfolios 
of National Defence and Education and the Board of Works have 
also changed hands.

Judging by the composition of the new Rumanian Govern
ment, the Paris Press concludes that Rumania has taken a fresh 
step towards the introduction of a dictatorship, and that Ruma
nian foreign policy is veering round towards friendship with 
Germany. According to the “Oeuvre”, the new Foreign Minister 
is distinctly pro-German in his sympathies, and the King has 
got rid of all the statesmen who were unwilling to allow Germany 
to lay hands on Rumania in the economic sphere. In "Le Journal” 
George le Fevre, on the basis of impressions gathered on the 
spot, writes with bitter sincerity of the great decrease of French 
influence in Rumania.

—  y —

GROSS CZECH ATTACK ON PRINCE PAUL, THE 
YUGOSLAV REGENT, AND M. STOYADINOVITCH
The Czechs, no doubt thinking the number of their enemies 

too small, are doing their best to turn even their allies against 
them. At any rate, this is what we must presume on reading the 
"portrait” of M. Stoyadinovitch, recently published in a Czech 
paper entitled "Pritomnost”, which is edited by the well-known 
Czech journalist, M. Peroutka, one of President Benes's 
intimate friends. M. Stoyadinovitch is —  the “Pritomnost” main
tains —  a "knight of industry” who lacks those "finishing touches 
of education which one is able to acquire without having been 
either to Eton College or to the Maria Theresia College in 
Vienna”. The Yugoslav Premier, the paper continues, is a per
manent visitor to the night clubs in Belgrade, where hundreds of 
thousands are being spent in games of hazard. The relations 
between Prince Paul and King Alexander, it says, are not of 
the best. The Prince has been overshadowed, not only socially, 
but in financial matters too, and so on. No wonder, then, that 
the Yugoslav Government did not allow the introduction into 
Yugoslavia of this number of the “Pritomnost” , which literally 
digs its claws into the body of the Yugoslav ally. —  y  

POLISH MEMORANDUM AGAINST ANTI-POLISH  
PROPAGANDA OF COMMUNISTS IN CZECHO-SLOVAKIA

The Polish Minister in Prague has presented to the Czecho
slovak Government a memorandum dealing with the activities 
of Polish communists in Czecho-Slovakia. The memorandum 
points out that Czecho-Slovakia offers shelter to the Polish 
communists and allows them to maintain party organizations in 
Marisch-Ostrau (Moravska Ostrava) and Prague in order to*
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endulge in anti-Polish propaganda. The agents of the Komintern 
travel from Czecho-Slovakia to Poland with forged passports, 
and the Czecho-Slovak authorities have not been able to prevent 
them from doing so. The anti-Polish communist literature is said 
to be published at Teschen-in-Bohemia. The memorandum then 
goes on to describe the activity of certain communist individuals 
and furnishes a list of those frontier stations through which the 
anti-Polish propaganda literature has been smuggled into Poland.

—  y —

SLOVAK MINORITY IN VIENNA REPUDIATES COMMUNITY
W ITH CZECHS

As was reported in the "Slovak" of 8th April, the represent
ative of the Slovak minority in Austria announced to Herr 
Neubacher, Mayor of Vienna, that the Slovaks would vote for 
Hitler at the plebiscite. One thing they asked, namely that they 
should be allowed to vote in different premises from the Czechs. 
Their announcement was received with satisfaction by the Mayor, 
but owing to the shortness of the time their request could not be 
granted. To this report the “Slovak" added that the so-called 
Czecho-Slovak Minority Council run by Czechs was behaving in 
a very strange manner towards the Slowaks.

—  y  —
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA

THE SOLUTION OF THE CZECHO-SLOVAK PROBLEM HAS 
BECOME AN URGENT INTERNATIONAL TASK

Since the appearance of our last issue Czecho-Slovakia's na
tionality problems are no longer a question of internal politics, 
but have become the most pressing of international ones. Not 
only public opinion in Germany, Hungary, Italy and Poland, but 
also the Press in Great Britain and France is fully aware that 
a further postponement of their solution may lead to incalculable 
results. Luckily, in France several most prominent men (Joseph 
Barthelemy, for instance, —  a name to conjure with among 
French jurists, —  whose article in "Le Temps”, the semi-official 
organ of the Quai d'Orsay, has practically turned the scales) 
clearly see the flaws in Czecho-Slovakia’s nationality construction, 
her erroneous treatment of the minorities, and the difficulties of 
her geo-political situation which tend to lower her value from a 
military point of view and as an ally. The voice of France's 
conscience and of reason has spoken at last in Paris, pronouncing 
that Czecho-Slovakia is not worth the sacrifice of one single 
French soldier. The downtrodden peoples of Czecho-Slovakia, 
oppressed now for two decades, take hope from this that the 
present leaders of France will repair the mistakes committed at 
the Peace Conference by Clemenceau, mistakes for which not 
only they, but also his own country had to pay.

While the whole world of diplomacy is waiting for Czecho
slovakia to act, Prague, in an easy-going bureaucratic way, is 
slowly elaborating a "Minority Statue”, of which the Czechs 
themselves are not sure whether it is to be an Act of Parliament, 
or simply a codex of regulations, or, more probably still, a 
publication destined to mislead public opinion in Western Europe 
anew. Meanwhile the subordinary Czech authorities continue to 
employ the same methods which for two decades have made the 
lives of the non-Czech inhabitants of the Republic unbearable: 
the minorities are not permitted to voice their grievances at 
public meetings; their Press is muzzled; their party premises 
are being searched and their associations dissolved; many of them 
are not allowed to visit their mothercountry, while under the 
Defence of the State Act others are being discharged from their 
posts. The authorities even go so far as to arrest people arriving
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from the country of their ally, France, if they dare tell their 
friends the contents of any articles criticizing Czecho-Slovakia 
in the French Press. The machinery which for twenty years has 
been an instrument of torture for every minority subject of the 
Republic has not ceased to function, nor will it cease to function 
until it is forced to stop by strong hands from without.

The conference of British and French statesmen held in- 
London at the end of April was devoted to the Czecho-Slovak 
problem. According to newspaper report Great Britain and France 
wish to co-operate with Germany and Poland with a view to 
solving this question. Public opinion in Hungary has stated its 
views: Hungary demands a solution of the Czecho-Slovak problem 
that would be in keeping with the nationality principle and the 
right of the nation® to self-determination, Hungary naturally 
follows with sympathy the struggles of the Hungarians, Slovaks, 
Ruthenians and Germans of former Upper Hungary, and is con
vinced that the day is not far off when they will be able to 
possess the land of their forefathers in peace. The Hungarian 
revision movement, which unites every single member of this 
nation in one body, is fighting for lofty ethical aims, and those 
who imagine that this nation may be diverted from a pursuit of 
those aims by the hope of economic advantages, will find they 
are sorely mistaken.

The Great Powers of Western Europe now see the situation 
clearly and will surely not repeat the error of postponing the 
obvious solution until it is too late again,

Henlein’s Ultimatum
Though all meetings are prohibited, the Sudeta German 

Party, on 24th April, held a Party Day in Karlsbad, on which 
occasion Henlein, in a long speech, voiced his demands. In the 
sphere of foreign policy he demanded the revision of that un
fortunate notion that it was the task of the Czechs to be a bulwark 
against the so-called “Drang nach Osten” and of the political 
trend which had hitherto ranged Czecho-Slovakia among the 
enemies of the German people. This in other words is a demand 
that the Czechs should turn their foreign policy towards Germany,, 
as at the time they had demanded of Austria-Hungary a Slavophile 
foreign policy.

As regards domestic politics, Henlein's demands were sum
med up in the following eight points.

1. Restoration of complete equality of rights and status as 
between Germans and Czechs.

2. In order to ensure this equality in the State, the 
recognition of the Sudeta German group as an artificial person.

3. Delimitation and recognition of the German settlement 
areas.
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4. Organization of German autonomy in every sphere of 
public life in the German settlement areas in matters relating to 
the affairs and interests of the German racial group.

5. Establishment of legal measures to protect the interests 
of those citizens who are living outside the actual settlement 
areas of their own people.

6. Cessation of the injustices practised on the Sudeta 
Germans since 1918, and reparation for the losses caused by those 
injustices.

7. Recognition and effectuation of the following fundamental 
principle: German public officials in the German areas.

8. Complete liberty to declare that they belong to the Ger
man people and are in favour of German ideology.

In connection with the latter Henlein said: "Like the rest 
of the German people all over the world, we, too, are followers 
of the principles of National Socialism. These principles pervade 
all our sentiments and thoughts, and within the framework of 
the law the life of our racial group will be shaped by them."

At the conclusion of his speech Henlein said: “W e do not 
want war either at home or abroad, but we can no longer tolerate 
a state of affairs which, for us, means war in peace-time.”

Hlinka Continues His Fight.

In his Easter article the grey-haired leader of the Slovak 
Autonomists, telling his adherents that his physical strength was 
on the wane and that the time would shortly come when he would 
be no more, said:

“Thanks to our work and our loyalty the Slovak question, 
is now one that cannot be eliminated from international 
politics. W e are not to be intimidated by any threats and 
shall continue the work begun until it is completed. The 
present critical times encourage us to do s o . .  ."  (“Slovak", 
Easter issue).

The “Slovensky Dennik”, the Slovak mouthpiece of the 
Prague Government, reproaches the Slovak People's Party with 
“furnishing material" to Hungarian revisionist propaganda by its 
conduct. To this accusation the "Slovak” replies in a dignified 
manner as follows: “It is Czech centralism that furnishes the best 
part of the material of Hungarian revisionism, not the Slovak 
People's Party. It is enough for the revisionists to quote parti
culars as to how the various posts are being filled, how Slovakia 
is being exploited economically and how her cultural values are 
being destroyed: all this furnishes them with sufficient material 
for many months.” (April 28).
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Ruthenian Autonomists Demand Immediate 
Establishment of Autonomy.

Andrew Brody and Ivan Jjescak, Deputies, and Senator 
Foldesi in the name of the Ruthenian Autonomist Farmers' 
Alliance published a statement in the organ of the Party, the 
' Ruskij Vistnik" on 28th March, that is to say, the day before 
the Parliamentary session at which the leaders of the German, 
Magyar, Slovak and Polish minorities announced to Parliament 
their demands for autonomy.

In that statement it was said that "Everybody can see and 
judge for himself that nothing will reassure the inhabitants of 
this country (Ruthenia, Ed.) until the conditions indispensable 
to our existence are ensured by the immediate establishment 
of the most extensive autonomy as guaranteed to the "territory 
lying to the south of the Carpathians" by the international treaty 
concluded at St. Germain.

The continuation of the statement was deleted by the censor 
(“Karpati Magyar Hirlap", April 17).

With this statement the ring of the autonomist front is now 
complete.

Domiciliary Visits To Hungarian Party.
Domiciliary visits were undertaken —  by orders of the 

chef of the district of Beregszasz —  on April 28th and 29th in 
the premises of the Hungarian Party at Munkacs. Documents, 
together with the lists of names, were seized. Here is another 
proof that the persecution of minority parties has not been 
mitigated. (The domiciliary visit to the premises of the Slovak 
People's Party at Aranyosmarot is described elsewhere.)

All Public Meetings and Gatherings Banned.
As from 1st April, the Minister of the Interior has forbidden 

the holding of public political meetings and the organization of 
processions and has even revoked the permits hitherto issued for 
public meetings convened within doors and for the demonstra
tions and processions planned to take place in the open. The 
meetings of members of political organizations and public lectures 
on politics, as well as musical and choir practice (!), are also 
prohibited. The only meetings allowed are those to which a 
limited number of people are invited. In consequence of this 
decree the meetings of the United Hungarian Party arranged to 
take place on 3rd April at which all the Hungarians of the 
Republic had intended to insist on the most urgent demands of 
the Hungarian minority being granted, could not be held. Tens 
of thousands of Hungarians had been making preparations to 
attend those meetings. Several thousand of Hungarians had gone 
from the neighbouring villages to Ersekujvar (Nove-Zamsky), and
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owing to the delay in proclaiming the decree, they did not learn 
that no meeting was to be held until after their arrival.

Dissatisfaction with Easter Amnesty.
The amnesty proclaimed in the official gazette on 16th April 

by the President of the Republic had been awaited with tense 
expectation by the national minorities. The political offences 
enumerated in the proclamation as those to which the amnesty 
and acquittal extend are: practices against the Republic and the 
Constitutional authorities; military treason if committed without 
malice prepense; violence against the Constitutional authorities 
or usurpation of their authority; insults to the President of the 
Republic; omission to report crimes; propaganda dangerous to 
the State; incitement to refuse the discharge of legal obligations; 
the approval of crimes; the formation of societies dangerous to 
the State; the spreading of false reports; “gross disrespect" 
(disparagement of the dignity of the Constitutional auhorities, 
defamation of the name of the Republic, the damaging or removal 
of emblems, flags and colours or of the portrait of the President 
of the Republic); the publication of forbidden texts; behaviour 
endangering the defence of the Republic; the recruiting of 
soldiers for a foreign Power; and the circulation of forbidden 
printed matter and forbidden newspapers, whether domestic or 
foreign. The amnesty does not extend to persons who “inspired 
by hostile sentiments” towards the Czecho-Slovak Republic have 
left the country (“Prager Presse” , April 17).

According to the semi-official newspaper of the Prague 
Government this decree means acquittal in the case of 2620 
political offenders and free pardon for 247. Besides this President 
Benes has reserved the individual right to pardon at discretion 
a further 1320 offenders, providing the Minister of Justice re
commends their reprieval on grounds of the deliquents' political 
immaturity and thoughtlessness.

A  perusal of these semi-official data allows us to form an 
opinion of the extensive political persecution to which minority 
citizens in Czecho-Slovakia are subjected by the authorities and 
of the great number of political offences codified in the Czecho
slovak criminal law. About 4500 persons are now to be re
prieved; from this may be computed the large number of those 
who are still in prison or against whom criminal proceedings 
have been instituted simply because their political behaviour is 
not pleasing to the Czech authorities. W e may also make a fair 
guess at the number of minority citizens who have been im
prisoned and persecuted by the Czechs during the two decades 
of their rule. And, besides those, how many there are who were 
fortunate enough to make their escape from Czecho-Slovakia in 
time! It is no exaggeration to put their number at ten thousand.
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President Benes' amnesty does not provide the refugees who: 
have fled to Germany, Hungary, Poland and other States, with 
a possibility of return to their fatherland. No wonder if the souls 
of these men, who have been driven out of their native land, are 
filled with the same bitterness as that found in the hearts of 
those who were driven out of Austria during the Schuschnigg 
regime and who naturally strained every nerve to bring about 
conditions in which they could return to the land of their for
bears, the graves of their fathers, and the place where their own 
cradles were rocked.

Partial Parish Council Elections
Instead of acceding to the demands- of the minorities and 

ordering general Parliamentary elections, all the Czecho-Slovak 
Government has decided to do is to fix the Parish Council elec
tions, due last autumn, but postponed because of a clash between 
the Sudeta German Party and the Czech authorities, for 22nd 
and 29th May and 15th June. It is evident that these elections, 
which are to take place only in some of the parishes, will merely 
give a very superficial idea of the mood of the population and 
will certainly fail to reflect it as a general election would.

A  sign of the nervous restlessness of the Administration is 
afforded by the circumstance that the municipal elections in 
Pozsony (Bratislava), fixed to take place on 22nd May, have 
been indefinitely postponed, although a considerable outlay had 
already been incurred by the several parties in preparing for 
the elections.

What the autonomy of the Hungarian Parish Councils is 
actually worth is proved by Order No. 63.565(5)38, issued on 
March 12 by the Provincial Office of Slovakia, which again dis
solved the Municipal Corporation of the borough of Szepsi 
(Moldava) for having appealed against the order of the
District Office to expropriate certain sites for the purposes of the 
local Slovak board school and for having lodged a complaint 
with the Supreme Court of Administration when the appeal 
had been rejected by the Provincial Office. W e have repeatedly 
written in these columns of the struggle of the Hungarians in 
Szepsi to achieve autonomy. On three occasions the Municipal 
Corporation elected as mayor a man belonging to the United 
Hungarian Party, and each time the Minister of the Interim’ 
refused to confirm his election, till at length he was persuaded to 
confirm it last year. The proportion of Hungarians in Szepsi is 
72%, yet the only board school in the borough is a Slovak one.

Why Are Not Czech Papers Confiscated?
The urgent question addressed to the Minister of Justice 

by two German deputies, Herren Jobst and Kundt, and the 
Hungarian deputy M. Geza Sztillo, runs as follows:
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“On March 18th a circular was issued by the Tribunal of 
Prague to several subordinate tribunals, containing —  inter 
alia —  such provisions as the following:

"Such rumours as are apt to raise doubts as to the pos
sibility that Czecho-Slovakia's allies (viz. Soviet Russia, France 
and the Little Entente States) would hasten to the assistance 
of the Republic in case of emergency, as well as any such 
characterization of the internal conditions of these States as 
are designed to create the impression that they would be 
unable to fulfil their obligations, are to be suppressed as evil 
sensations. The same measures apply to rumours concerning 
the attitude of Great Britain and the U. S. A .”

On April 1st an interview took place between the Premier, 
M. Hodza, and the representatives of the Sudeta-German Party, 
Herren Kundt, Richter and Pfundtner; this discussion, however, 
did not produce any definitive results. Next day Herr Franke, 
deputy-leader of Herr Henlein's party, addressed a party 
meeting at Leitmeritz, and declared that the Sudeta-Germans 
have never given up their right of national self-determination. 
The provisions of the minority agreements are insufficient for the 
solution of the Sudeta-German problem, because their articles 
have not been ratified in the Czecho-Slovak Constitution, while 
those articles that have been ratified are left to the free inter
pretation of the agents of bureaucracy.

According to the protest lodged with Premier Hodza by the 
Parliamentary Club of the Sudeta German Party, the following 
German papers have been confiscated by the Censor: 6 numbers 
-of the “Die Zeit”, the organ of the Party, from 20th March to 
10th April; all issues of the ‘Volk und Fuhrung” since 1st March, 
all issues of the "Rundschau” since 15th March and all issues of 
the "Igel” , a satirical periodical, since 1st January.

When the “Die Zeit” had been confiscated five times, the 
editorial offices published the following communication:

"This is the fifth confiscation within the past four weeks, 
and thus, in terms of the law, there is a possibility of suppressing 
the newspaper. We, therefore, are obliged for the time being to 
refrain from expressing any opinion on the subject of internal 
politics. For this reason our leading article today is merely a 
mirror of Czech public opinion. Our readers will be able to read 
between the lines and form their own opinions."

In their appeal addressed to the Czecho-Slovak Government 
in the National Assembly on April 5, M. Sokol and his fellow 
deputies belonging to the Slovak People's Party referred to the 
confiscation of the "Slovak” on March 29th; an article in that
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issue, entitled "Prague is going to settle the Slovak question. 
How Slovaks in Kosice live under the Hodza Regime?", had been 
suppressed together with its title, the deputies complained. The 
suppressed article protested against the fact that a Czech sweet- 
merchant in Kosice, named Mikl, had been given a license to sell 
spirits, although there were a great number of Slovak legionaries 
and disabled soldiers in Kosice who would have been more 
worthy of that privilege. Moreover, a Czech called Sapak had 
been appointed director of the apprentice school at Kosice; this 
man, though he had no higher qualification whatever, had 
received the title of “qualified engineer” in 1928 and was sub
sequently appointed schoolmaster in 1933. At the same time, a 
large number of qualified Slovak schoolmasters had been passed 
over. Two vacancies in the Attorney's Department of the Tribunal 
of Kosice had been filled by two young Czechs, on whose 
diplomas "the ink was still wet” , —  in preference to Slovak 
applicants with a long juridical practice. The newly appointed 
president of the Tribunal of Rimaszombat (Rimavska Sobota) 
is also a Czech. Among the applicants for a vacancy (depart
mental chief surgeon) at the city hospital of Kosice were a pro
fessor of medicine, a chief surgeon, a specialist, and practising 
surgeon, —  all of them Slovaks; yet the vacancy had been so 
divided between two applicants that the more lucrative city post 
was filled by a Czech called Dr. Perlik, while the less advan
tageous country post had been given to a Slovak doctor who was 
older than his more fortunate Czech colleague. Not a single line 
was allowed to be written in the "Slovak” about these occur
rences. —  On April 5 the same paper was again confiscated on 
account of an article attacking those "comrades" who were 
advocating the idea of class war.

The entire text of an article on the front page of the 
"Slovak” of 17th April was expunged by the Censor. The article 
in question contained the gist of one published in the "Gazeta 
Polska” , the semi-official newspaper of the Polish Government, 
and related to France and Czecho-Slovakia, The reason the 
Slovak newspaper published it was to give its readers an idea 
of the opinion of the semi-official Polish paper concerning the 
political situation between France and Czecho-Slovakia.

On 8th April the Censor banned a leading article in the 
same newspaper. It was written by Ferdinand Durcansky and the 
author recommended the dismissal of certain men and the appoint
ment of others to take their place, in order to facilitate a settle
ment of internal and external problems. The issue of the "Slovak"
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(April 9) which protested against these acts of the Censor, was 
itself confiscated.

Finally, we wish to point out —  as a matter of curiosity —  
that the tribunal of Prague has ordered the confiscation of a 
paper entitled ‘‘Policejni Listy”. The most curious thing in this 
matter is that the paper in question is the official revew of the 
Czecho-Slovak Police. If this rage for confiscation continues at 
this rate the Czech Press will one day be surprised by the 
confiscation of one of its organs owing to the publication of 
Dr. Benes's speeches, —  y  —

THOROUGH SEARCH MADE IN ONE OF SECRETARIATS 
OF SLOVAK AUTONOMISTS

On 5th April the Czech gendarmes paid a domiciliary visit 
to the local secretariat of the Slovak People’s Party in Aranyos- 
marot (Zlate-Moravce) as well as to the home of the secretary, 
M. Moravcik, and to those of M. Rakovsky and M. Bolecek (the 
parish priest of Nemcimany). The search was conducted on so 
big a scale that gendarmes from other district had to be called 
in to assist. This incident gave rise to much excitement among 
all the Slovaks of the district and it was only thanks to the 
behaviour of the functionaries of the Party that no tragic results 
ensued ("Slovak", April 6).

According to the "Slovak” of 9th April, there was some 
connection between the domiciliary visits and speeches addressed 
to the Slovak Catholic youth of Aranyosmarot on 1st April by 
Messrs Tiso and Sokol, M. P. and M. Hargas, Secretary of the 
Post Office. —  y  —

RUMANIA
DISSOLUTION OF POLITICAL PARTIES

At the first Cabinet Council following the reconstruction 
of Miron Christea's Government held on March 30th, a new 
decret lege was framed decreeing the dissolution of all political 
parties. Among other things it was decreed that in future no new 
political organization may be formed except under conditions to 
be stipulated in a special law. The dissolution of the political 
parties seriously affects the minority nations, but especially the 
two million Hungarians, of whom the "Magyar Party” was not 
merely the political representative*1 but also and primarily a 
collective organisation far removed from any of the warring 
political interests. The question arises: what organization is to 
represent the Hungarians in future abroad? The Hungarian 
Alliance created in 1921 was dissolved by the Government in 
1922, For the Administration refused to accept the basic idea 
of the Hungarian Alliance that the international treaties had
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■created the conception of minority rights and that on these grounds 
the Hungarian minority was entitled to form its own public 
organization on the principle of national solidarity.

—  y —

OLD NAMES OF PROVINCES BURIED IN OBLIVION 
BY NEW ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION OF COUNTRY

The draft of the new Administration Act divides Rumania 
into seven administrative provinces the boundaries of which will 
coincide with the areas occupied by the various army divisions, 
the capitals to be towns where the headquarters of the army 
divisions are situated. This new division does away with the 
old provincial frontiers. That it is directed against the minorities 
is plainly evident from a brief quotation from Nicholas Jorga's 
speech —  as reported in the "Neamul Romanesc" —  at the last 
Cabinet Council meeting before the formation of Christea's 
Government. “The system of counties inherited from foreigners'" 
—  said M. Jorga —  “must disappear. The old names: Bukovina, 
Bessarabia and Transylvania ought to have been forgotten on the 
first day following the realization of national unity." (“Estilap", 
April 2 and “Neplap", April 7). —  y  —

HUNGARIAN LANGUAGE GRIEVANCES

In Arad, a town with a large Hungarian majority on the 
western frontier of Rumania, the police on pain of a heavy fine 
has forbidden all street vendors —  newsmen and sellers of 
sweets too —  to offer their wares in any language but Rumanian. 
(“Nepujsag” , April 9). —  y  —

The ultra-chauvinistic "Universul” (March 22) states with 
satisfaction that the Mayor of Torda has complied with the 
demands made by that newspaper and has replaced the two last 
remaining Hungarian street names by Rumanian ones.

Eugene Boros, the owner of a stationery shop in Nagyvarad, 
addressed an official of the local Chamber of Commerce in 
Hungarian, who replied in Rumanian, asking him to use that 
language. Another official also replied in Rumanian when Boros 
spoke to him in Hungarian. At this Boros lost his temper and 
said that it was not the members of the Chamber of Commerce 
who were bound to speak Rumanian but its employees. For this 
he was arrested and his case will be tried by Court Martial 
(“Universul", March 26).

The Management of the Rumanian Railways (C. F. R.) has 
issued an order that railway employees when on duty must speak 
only Rumanian with the public and among themselves. Those 
infringing this rule will be dismissed (“Keleti Ujsag", April 14).

Under the Act establishing martial law in Bessarabia the 
commander of an army corps has issued an order forbidding
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State officials, pupils of State schools and their teachers, to 
speak any language but Rumanian in their official intercourse. 
This order extends also to shop assistants, who are henceforth 
obliged to speak Rumanian with those of their customers who 
know that language. Russian may be used only if the customer 
cannot speak Rumanian (‘‘Magyar Lapok", March 24).

In a circular letter the Chairman of the Rumanian Lawyers’ 
Alliance has ordained that all minority lawyers must pass a 
language test. He had no right to do so, for that body is not 
entitled to exercise this right. The result of the language tests 
held last autumn was that 250 out of 800 minority railway 
employees failed and were discharged ("Keleti Ujsag” , March 31). 
By order of the Minister of Transport navvies must pass a lan
guage test. At the same time 120 minority Post Office and Tele
phone employees will have to pass an examination (“Keleti 
Ujsag", March 30).

In practice hitherto contracts drafted in two columns, one 
Rumanian and the other a minority language, were considered 
valid. The Revenue Office in Kolozsvar (Cluj) now states that in 
future the authorities are forbidden to endorse such bi-lingual 
contracts (“Magyar Kisebbseg”, April 16).

— y —

YUGOSLAVIA
FOR THE NINTH TIME, HUNGARIAN LEADERS OBTAIN —  

PROMISES OF THE GOVERNMENT

Two leading representatives of the Hungarian minority, 
Dr. Imre Varady and Dr. Ferenc Deak, have appeared before 
M. Stankovitch, the Minister of Agriculture, and questioned him 
on the restrictions concerning the sale and purchase of land, and 
movable property in general. Afterwards they went to see M. 
Magaresevitch, the Minister of Education, and discussed with 
him the outstanding questions of Hungarian minority education. 
The Minister of Education promised the representatives of the 
Hungarian Minority that he would consider the question of 
supplementing the teaching staff of the parallel sections of the State 
elementary schools; he also assured them that the first class of 
the parallel Hungarian section in the Teachers' Training Centre 
at Belgrade would be opened at the beginning of the coming 
school year. This was the ninth in the series of discussions held 
between the leaders of the Hungarian minority and the members 
of the Yugoslav Cabinet, including even the Premier, M. Stoia- 
dinovitch, himself; but, apart from slight modifications, these 
discussions have never led —  so far —  to the fulfilment of those 
■promises which the various cabinet ministers have made on these 
occasions. In connection with the discussions the Hungarian
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paper "Nep” appearing in Ujvidek (Novisad) remarks that it is 
not to be considered as a satisfactory result if one or two Hun
garian State functionaries are appointed under Govenment, so 
long as the Hungarian minority is not represented in the civil 
service in proportion to its percentage. Nor can it be regarded 
as success if one or two Hungarian cultural societies are allowed 
to exist or one or two Hungarian school sections are opened 
and a few Hungarian teachers are appointed. Real success 
would mean the extension of full minority rights to the entire 
Hungarian minority in Yugoslavia.

—  y —

CLOSING OF CROAT UNIVERSITY

Riotous dmonstrations against the present system of govern
ment were held on March 26th by the students of the University 
of Zagreb, in commemoration of the death of the Croat patriot 
and martyr, Stefan Javor, who died two years ago in consequence 
of injuries inflicted by the police in the prison of Mitrovitza, 
where he had been serving his eight years sentence. The students 
demolished the premises of the pro-governmental "Union of Yugo
slav Lawyers” in the college buildings, not sparing even the 
portraits of the Yugoslav royal family. The severe action of the 
police against some of the rioters has only aggravated the situation.

As a sign of protest against the action of the police, an 
assembly of the Croat students was convened in the hall of the 
University. One of the speakers called upon his fellow-students 
to remain faithful to their ideal: the creation of an independent 
Croat State. A  huge crowd, assembled outside the University, 
joined in the demonstration, gave loud cheers in token of sym
pathy with the idea of an independent Croatia and with the 
exiled leaders of the Croat nation, especially M. Anton Pavelic. 
The crowd was thereupon dispersed by a detachment of police 
armed with rifles and rubber batons; 160 students were arrested, 
many of them being lifted into the police vans with very severe 
injuries. Most of the students arrested were released after a few 
days, but 12 students will be prosecuted under the Defence of 
the State Act.

Owing to these riotous demonstrations the University of 
Zagreb has been closed until the beginning of May.

— y —
PLACE-NAMES IN SERBIAN —  REMOVED 

BY CROAT PEASANTS

In about 156 villages in Croatia, Dalmatia and Bosnia- 
Herzegovina the peasants recently removed the Serbian (Cyril
lic) inscriptions from the facade of the parish halls, replacing 
those by Croatian inscriptions where they had been missing
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before. When the gendarmes ordered the Serbian inscriptions to 
be restored, they were again removed by the Croat peasants.

—  y —

"NUMERUS SERBIANUS” IN TRADE AND INDUSTRY?

For some years past the industrial undertakings and business 
establishments have been obliged to submit reports to the political 
and military authorities and to answer some thirty questions in. 
them. This year, for the first time since the existence of these re
gulations, they had to submit also an exact statement of the per
centage of the various nationalities among their employees; they 
have been asked to state how many Yugoslav and foreign citizens 
are employed by them, and what the percentage of the Slav 
element as against the non-Slav elements was among the Yugo
slav nationals. (“Kozepbacska”, March 19). —  y  —

HUNGARIAN SCHOOLS WITHOUT TEACHERS

The servants of the Lederer estate at Csoka (the “Maca- 
farm”) have not been able to send their children to the elementary 
school for many years now, because the former Hungarian teacher 
has retired and no new teacher has been appointed to the school 
so far. The same situation prevails in the Trlja-farm of the same 
estate. In both places there is a school building available with 
the necessary requisites, and the number of pupils would also 
be enough, but the estate has been unable so far to prevail 
upon the Ministry of Education to send teachers to the two 
schools. —  y  —

EQUALITY OF MINORITIES IN PRACTICE
The municipal assembly of the city of Ujvidek (Novisad) 

recently voted a subsidy of 200.000 dinars to be divided among 
various local (charity, sporting, cultural and other) societies. Out 
of this sum the various Yugoslav societies received grants totalling
166.000 dinars, while of the various societies of the Hungarian 
minority —  which forms 1/3 of the total population —  only one 
has received a small subsidy of 5.000 dinars. The same inequality 
of treatment of the Hungarian minority may be observed in 
several other towns and villages in the detached areas of Southern 
Hungary (now called the Voivodina), where the societies of the 
minorities receive very insignificant (or no) subsidies from the 
supertaxes paid by the minorities themselves. —  y  —
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA WILL AVAIL HERSELF OF 12— 20% 
OF BANK DEPOSITS AND OF 70% OF THE SOCIAL 

INSURANCE PREMIUMS?

The Czecho-Slovak Government has introduced a Bill pro
viding for the investment in State loan securities of a certain 
portion of the capital stock owned by institutions, works, funds 
and social insurance institutions. In the preamble of the Bill the 
Minister of Finance gives the following explanation: "A t the
present moment the Ministry of Finance is not contemplating the 
scheme of raising a long-term loan, because it does not consider 
the credit market mature for it. The Ministry is endeavouring to 
consolidate the situation of the credit market by a regulation of 
the compulsory acceptance of Government securities. This obli
gation refers to 12— 20% of the banking deposits, while social 
insurance companies have agreed to allot 70% for this purpose 
for four years."

Practically, this latest proposal of Czecho-Slovakia’s financial 
policy —  which has displayed the utmost cruelty to the 
minorities —  means that the State will seize almost 1/5 of the 
deposits of its citizens and almost 3/4 of the social insurance 
premiums paid by them to the various social insurance companies. 
This scheme has been received with very uncertain feelings, since 
the very existence of the State is considered most precarious at 
the present moment. Indeed, it looks as though the Czecho-Slovak 
State wanted to take away a significant portion of the hard- 
earned savings of its citizens, nay even a large portion of their 
old age pensions, in order to manufacture more arms or to —  
increase its liabilities. —  y  —

MILLS IN SLOVAKIA ON THE VERGE OF BANKRUPTCY, 
OWING TO COMPETITION OF BOHEMIAN MILLS

Summing up the past year's results at the meeting of the 
Union of Slovak Millers at Pozsony (Bratislava), Dr. Vaverka, 
General Secretary of the Union, declared that the condition of 
Slovakia's milling industry was most unfavourable. The mills in 
Slovakia —  the report says —  had to rely purely on the im-
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portation of inferior material, on which a supertax of 4 to 5 
crowns had to be paid in addition to the monopoly prices, while 
the mills in the historical provinces (Bohemia, Moravia) enjoyed 
the benefit of purchasing wheat at the previous monopoly prices 
(corn trade in Czecho-Slovakia is, it will be remembered, a State 
monopoly. —  Ed.)‘ The consequence of this state of affairs was 
a decline in the competing ability of Slovak mills, in favour of 
those in Bohemia). —  y  —

BOYCOTT ON CZECH GOODS IN AMERICA
“Die Zeit” writes that certain German-Jewish circles have 

started a boycott against the purchase of Czecho-Slovak goods, as 
a sign of protest against Herr Henlein's Sudeta-German move
ment. —  y ----

HUNGARY
HUNGARY’S NOTEWORTHY STOCK OF FOREIGN

EXCHANGE
Addressing the meeting of the joint juridical and financial 

committees of the House, M. Bela Imredy, Minister for Economic 
Affairs and Governor of the National Bank of Hungary, made 
reference to the economic depression which is now felt all over 
the world. As regards Hungary, this depression has, so far, only 
produced a stagnation, in certain sections, of the steady upward 
swing of our economic life which has been going on since 1935. 
However, in drafting the economic investment scheme announced 
in the Premier's memorable speech at Gyor, the Government did 
not base it on the hope of a permanent economic prosperity; on 
the contrary, it has taken into account the possibility of economic 
recessions and repercussions and, therefore, did not propound 
the scheme before it had made sure of the necessary reserves 
essential to it.

The weekly returns of the National Bank show that the 
asset of the Hungarian Treasury and the undertakings amount 
to a sum sufficient, not only to secure such special articles as 
are required in the summer season, but even to provide for a 
considerable amount of reserves, as well. Even if we were sud
denly cut off from our supply of foreign exchanges for a whole 
year, it would be possible to secure the steady progress of our 
economic life, and Hungary would be able to continue to pay 
her debts and other obligations abroad without any difficulty, 
and —  finally —  the realisation of the Government’s investment 
scheme would also proceed with the same smoothness. The 
Government has been, and still is, entertaining the idea of raising 
a domestic loan to cover the costs of the investment scheme in 
the first year. The subscription of the loan is expected to be
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met with the utmost readiness, so that threefourths may already 
be considered as fully guaranteed. —  y  —.

RUMANIA
RUMANIA WILL GRADUALLY NATIONALIZE HER 

PETROLEUM PRODUCTION
A  statement about the Rumanian petroleum crisis and the 

probable exclusion of foreign interest in Rumania was given to 
the Rumanian Press by Constantin Argetoianu. This statement 
was published in the "Excelsior" of Bucarest on 2nd May. 
According to it the Rumanian petroleum wells will go dry in 
the near future. Experts and the Rumanian Geological Institute 
declare that in five or six years there will be no petroleum in 
Rumania. Argetoiaun stated that the Rumanian Government was 
thinking of taking over the search for new petroleum sources and 
was determined to exercise the strictest State control over the 
Rumanian petroleum companies during the next five years. It 
was —  he said —  the Government's urgent duty to insure 
Rumanian national capital and labour much greater scope in the 
petroleum industry than at present. The Rumanian Government 
intended to appoint a commission to elaborate a five years’s plan 
for the organization of an exploitation of Rumanian petroleum 
in keeping with Rumanian national interests. The Government 
was to make this plan law and proceed without delay to exclude 
foreign interest from Rumanian petroleum production.

Y U G O S L A V I A

THE INTERNATIONAL DEBTS 
Yugoslavia's internal debts on 1st April 1937 amounted to 

5625.9 million dinars, to which a further internal debt of 685.2 
millions for agriculture and public works was added in the 
course of the past budgetary year. Discounting the sum of 117.8 
million dinars paid off in the course of the year, the internal 
debts of the Yugoslav State on 1st April 1938 were 6193.3 millions 
("Jugoslovenski Lloyd", April 8).

GERMAN CAPITAL IN YUGOSLAVIA  
Berofe Austria's union with Germany Austrian capital in

vested in Yugoslavia (366.2 million dinars) ranked seventh in the 
list of foreign capital investments, while Germany's 54.6 million 
dinars took the fourteenth place. The addition of the one million 
dinars of German capital invested in Yugoslavia since the An
schluss has secured Germany the fifth place with an invested 
capital of 520 million dinars. France is the largest investor with 
1056 million dinars, then Great Britain 873, Czecho-Slovakia 
741.2, Switzerland 707.3, Germany 520, Italy 498, and America 
424.8 million dinars ("Obzor” March 23).
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FOOTBALL

The supreme authority in Germany's sports affairs has 
-agreed that the international football matches previously fixed 
between Austria and other nations shall be played without any 
hindrance. It was thus possible for the traditional "Austria v. 
Hungary” international to be played in Budapest in the presence 
of 30,000 spectators on April 24, as “Vienna v. Budapest". The 
match was won by the Hungarian team, the result being 5 : 3 
(first half, 2 : 2 ) .  All five Hungarian goals were scored by the 
famous Hungarian forward, Dr. Sarosi.

Simultaneously with the Austria v. Hungary match the 
Vienna B) team played against the Budapest B) team. The result 
was a draw: 1 : 1. The Vienna team was composed mainly of 
international “caps”.

Another Hungarian representative team played on April 24 
at Bucharest and defeated the representative team of the Rumanian 
capital by 5 : 2 .  The Hungarian team maintained its superiority 
throughout the match.

Easter Sunday and Monday witnessed some highly significant 
international games at Budapest. On Sunday the “Slavia", the 
Czech champion team, played against the “Hungaria”, while the 
Yugoslav team “Beogradski" met the Hungarian team “Ujpest”. 
On Monday the "Slavia” played against “Ujpest'' and the 
"Beogradski" against the “Hungaria”. Results were: Slavia v. 
Hungaria 3 : 1 ,  Ujpest v. Beogradski 3 : 2, Ujpest v. Slavia 
2 : 2, Beogradski v. Hungaria 2 : 2.

SWIMMING

EUROPE— AMERICA SWIMMING CONTEST IN BUDAPEST

In August the most distinguished swimming champions of 
America will take part in a "Europe v. America” swimming con
test in Berlin with participation, among others, of the Hungarian 
champions. After this the American swimmers will appear in 
Budapest, where the “return-matches” are to be held on Septem
ber 3rd and 4th in team swimming. At the same time the "Europe 
v. America” contest in 200 metres free-style swimming will also 
take place in Budapest. Finally, there will be a Hungary v. 
U. S. A. swimming contest.

63



D A N U B IA N  R E V IE W

BOXING

POLISH-HUNGARIAN BOXING CHAMPIONSHIP
On April 10th the boxing champions of Poland and Hun

gary met at Budapest. Both parties having scored an equal 
number of victories, the contest ended in a draw (8: 8) .

MOTORING

FATAL ACCIDENT OF MR. FERNIHOUGH IN HUNGARY
It is with deep regret that we have to report that the attempt 

of Mr. Fernihough, the brilliant British motor cyclist, to establish 
a new record on the famous track of Gyon ended in a fatal 
accident. In the second section of the track Mr. Fernihough's 
machine, while running at a speed of 270 kilometres (about 170 
miles), suddenly broke in two and the motorist was hurled into 
a ditch beside the road. Mr. Fernihough was immediately taken 
to Prof. Verebely's clinic, Budapest, where he shortly afterwards 
died of the injuries sustained in the accident.

—  y  —
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