
H O W  M I N O R I T I E S  LIVE
CZECHOSLOVAKIA

M. G £ZA  SZuLLO ON SOLIDARITY OF MINORITIES AND  
M. HODZA’S ATTEMPTS TO MISLEAD FOREIGN OPINION

In the Czechoslovak Parliament, on 8th March, M. Geza 
Sziillo, Chairman of the Parliamentary Club of the United 
Hungarian Party, delivered a speech in reply to the Foreign 
Minister’s expose, in which inter alia he said:

“The Premier's speech was really addressed to foreign 
countries. Therefore, to avoid giving rise to doubts, but at the 
same time in order to puzzle those who were inquiring into the 
causes of the difficulties of the present situation, he stressed two 
circumstances likely to be misleading. The one was that Czecho
slovakia is what it is and is peopled by so many nationalities 
because, in Hodza's own words,” it is a historical fact that 
Czechoslovakia is one of the countries in which nationals of 
various origin live mixed and for this reason the Peace Con
ference could do nothing after the war but stabilize a situation 
centuries old." This is a gross misstatement. For true as it is that 
Czechoslovakia consists of two territories joined together, the 
historical provinces detached from the Austrian Empire and 
Slovakia, which for a thousand years was an integral part of 
Hungary, it is equally true that it was not because no other 
course was open that the Peace Conference drew these ethno- 
graphically mixed frontiers, but because it was a fundamental 
mistake of the Peace Conference that it played the role of a 
judge meting out punishment rather than that of an arbiter 
between negotiating parties.

“The other statement of the nature of propaganda was that 
the Czechoslovak Government had fulfilled all the obligations 
towards the minorities which it had undertaken —  and even 
more. Therein lay the Government’s moral strength, and no nation 
had therefore any ground for interfering in the affairs of its 
racial kin in Czechoslovakia, Fully aware of the responsibility I 
incur, I declare that this statement of M. Hodza's does not tally 
with the facts. The minority question has not been solved, it has 
merely been side-tracked.

“What happened a few days ago is a classical example of 
how the question of minority rights finds solution here. It was 
trumpeted abroad that in recognition of the great services
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rendered by the “activist" (renegade, Ed.) members of Parliament 
the minority rights of the Hungarians were to be recognized and 
the Magyar names of villages inhabited for a thousand years by 
Magyars were to be restored at the railway stations and post 
offices —  naturally alongside of the official names of those places. 
But there was a restriction —  namely this act of grace was to 
extend, not to places in which the number of Magyar inhabitants 
constituted the 20% of the population prescribed by the Language 
Act, but only to towns and villages where the percentage of Ma
gyar inhabitants was 50% and which belonged to judiciary circuits 
with a 50% Magyar population. I have often had an opportunity 
of stating my conviction that it is bad tactics to underrate the 
intelligence of one's opponents. The Premier has not taken this 
axiom into consideration. . . All along the line and in every
thing, from the buying up of hotels and printing offices, the 
Government, with the help of the subtleties of the agrarian laws, 
is bent on one object —  to act contrary to the spirit of the laws 
framed for the protection of the minorities. Deliberate 
colonization, deliberate denationalization, a deliberate educational 
policy, deliberate economic repression and a deliberate mislead
ing of public opinion —  all these are political instruments, but 
they are never the means towards an honest compromise, a thing 
the desirability of which we also recognize, but of which the 
first condition must be clara pacta, boni amici.

“The present situation is a critical one. For decades we 
have been insisting that the Achilles heel of the Czechoslovak 
Government is its determination to create a national State out of 
a typically nationality one.”

M. Sziillo next criticized the Little Entente system. Here his 
chief objection was the lack of fair play. He then continued as 
follows:

“I assert that we Hungarians feel that in this Republic the 
Government has never made any gesture likely to create under
standing. W e are always spoken of as “second-rate” citizens. 
There are others who share this lot with us, and it is therefore 
quite comprehensible that a feeling of solidarity among those 
treated as “second-rate" citizens should have forged ties of 
spiritual unity which must be reckoned with. I therefore again 
declare that our Party, taking the historical consequences of a 
community of interests, shares the lot of and sympathizes with 
the German minority and also with the Slovaks who are striving 
for Slovak autonomy. So far as it lies within our power, this 
Party and all Hungarians are ready to do their utmost to assist 
the Slovaks in their fight for autonomy. Fully aware of the 
responsibility we incur, I also state that in the interests of the 
Hungarians of Czechoslovakia and in order to obtain redress of 
minority grievances we are ready to enter into serious negotiations 
with the Government.
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“This is a trying hour for Government. Therefore I again 
draw its attention to the fact that in moral force lies its strongest 
support. And to acquire moral force it must see that justice 
triumphs. If the Government follows this principle, M. Hodza's 
announcement that “for a thousand years we have feared no 
one” —  a boast rather than a historical truth —  will prove true. 
But M, Hodza is a Slovak, and, looking upon his statement in 
this light I must accept it as a historical truth, but only because 
for a thousand years the Slovaks lived together with the 
Hungarians.”

Two days later Count Esterhazy, Acting-Chairman of the 
United Hungarian Party, made a speech on the expose in which 
he emphatically pointed out that besides the German question 
there was also a Hungarian one. "When in this Parliament or in 
the Republic the minority question is spoken of either by the 
Premier or by the Agrarian and Socialist members” —  he said 
—  “it is always the German problem that is mentioned. This is 
an interesting phenomenon, and I cannot explain it otherwise 
than by the assumption that the German question is of such para
mount importance to the Prague Government because mighty 
Germany is there. Did the Government wish to find a just solu
tion of the minority problem, the German question would not 
always be thrust into the foreground, when there exists a Hun
garian problem too. Even if Hungary is not such a great military 
power as the Third Reich, the Government should admit that the 
Hungarian problem is also one of primary importance, and one 
of its most pressing duties should be to solve it; for this would 
promote that reconciliation in the Danube Valley which is so 
frequently urged by the Premier.”

—  y —

AGED CHAIRMAN OF HUNGARIAN PARTY IN RUTHENIA
UNDER ARREST.

In Ungvar (Uzhorod), the capital of Ruthenia, on 14th March, 
the minions of the political department of the police paid a 
surprise domiciliary visit at night to the homes of M. Stephen 
Kerekes, Chairman in Ruthenia of the United Hungarian Party, 
and M. Charles Koszoru, its Secretary-General, and carried away 
these two universally respected men to the Public Prosecutor's 
Office. These two arrests, every explanation of which was refused 
by the Police, have given rise to much excitement among the 
Hungarians of Czecho-Slovakia, particularly as M. Kerekes is an 
old man of 78. Thanks to the intervention of M. Andrew Korlath, 
a Deputy belonging to the United Hungarian Party, M. Kerekes 
was released after three days, but proceedings have been instituted 
against him under the Defence of the Republic Act. —  y  —
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ADHERENTS OF HUNGARIAN PARTY MOLESTED.
In a question recently put by Count John Esterhazy, Acting- 

Chairman of the United Hungarian Party, and several of his 
colleagues, it was stated that "the weapons with which, curtailing 
the rights and liberties of the citizens, it was sought to suppress 
all Opposition opinion, were intimidation on the part of the 
authorities, excessive severity on the part of the censor, and 
denunciations". In support of this statement Count Esterhazy said 
that in Bodrogszerdahely M. Gajdos, President of the local group 
of the United Hungarian Party, had been intimidated with the 
threat that he and his family would suffer greatly if he continued 
to support the Party. In Bozsi the members of the Party had been 
told that their permits to cross the frontier would be withdrawn. 
In Ladmoc criminal proceedings had been instituted without any 
cause against the adherents of the Party, and similar measures 
had been taken in several places in the Kiralyhelmec (Kralovsky 
Chlumec) district.

—  y —

RUMANIA
MINORITY LANGUAGES: FURTHER RESTRICTIONS
On the strength of the fact that —  as stated in our last 

issue —  the whole country has been placed under martial law, 
certain military authorities have issued stringent orders imposing 
restrictions on the exercise of civil and political rights and the 
free use of minority languages such as render those rights 
practically a farce. In the most recent instance the Prefect of 
County Bihar added explanatory notes to the order issued by 
the Sixth Army Corps. These notes state that on no account are 
public officials to use any language but Rumanian in their 
official capacity. The public criers in villages must make all 
announcements in Rumanian only; the sign to stop and start in 
'buses and trams must be given in Rumanian only; newsvendors 
in the streets and public places must use Rumanian only in 
advertising their wares, and all advertisements must be drafted 
in that language (“Naplo” , March 4). —  The order dealing with 
shop-signs issued by the Minister of Commerce among other 
things categorically bans the use of foreign languages in book
keeping ("Reggeli Lapok", March 8). —  y  —

TW O HUNGARIAN NEWSPAPERS SUPPRESSED
By order of the Ministry of the Interior two weeklies, 

‘'Kulonvelemeny” and “Hetfoi Ujsag” , of Kolozsvar (Cluj), have 
been suppressed (“Brassoi Lapok", March 17). —  y  —
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ACTIVITIES OF HUNGARIAN CULTURAL AND CHORAL 
SOCIETIES IN COUNTY SZATMAR SUSPENDED

The committees of these societies have applied to the Prefect 
for a restoration of their rights. The Prefect has answered that 
he would allow them to resume their activities after the new 
Constitution had been promulgated (“Keleti Ujsag", February 28).

The application sent in by the Committee of Patrons of the 
Hungarian Theatre that the municipal theatre should be leased 
to a Hungarian company for six weeks has been rejected by the 
Mayor, who said that for the present he did not consider a Hun
garian theatrical company desirable in Szatmar (“Ujsag", March 
13). -  y —

FOUNDLINGS TO BE ENTRUSTED TO KEEPING OF 
RUMANIAN FAMILIES ONLY

In terms of an order just issued by the Rumanian Minister 
of Public Hygiene, waifs and orphans supported or aided by the 
State may not be put in the charge of any but Rumanian families, 
whatever their religion or nationality may be. In future such 
children must attend State schools (“Estilap", March 11).

—  y —

THREE OFFICIALS SUMMONED BEFORE MILITARY
TRIBUNALS FOR USING MINORITY LANGUAGE IN 

OFFICIAL DEALINGS
Three Russian officials of the Revenue Office at Kisenev 

were summoned before the military tribunals for having spoken 
Russian in their official capacity, thus acting contrary to an 
order recently issued by the Military Command. (For details of 
this order see our January issue. Ed.) This act was described by 
the prosecuting officer as “showing disrespect towards the Ru
manian nation". According to the indictment, twenty years after 
the union of Bessarabia with Rumania public officials could not 
be permitted to speak a foreign language in their official capacity 
(“Keleti Ujsag” , March 9). —  y  —

POSITION OF JEWISH JOURNALISTS STILL INSECURE
The Syndicate of Rumanian Journalists has suspended the 

membership of Jewish journalists until the question of their 
citizenship has been settled (“Universul", February 27).

—  y  —
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YUGOSLAVIA
THE SENATE ELECTIONS

February 6th was the day of the senate elections in the 
whole of Yugoslavia. The number of seats to be filled was 23; 
17 of these were won by the Government Party (the JRZ), while 
M. Macek's party obtained the remaining six seats. The coalition 
of the opposition and M. Demeter Ljetic's "Zbor" movement were 
unable to secure seats. Among the new senator® of the Mace'k 
Party —  whose victories were won in the Dalmatian and Save 
constituencies —  special mention is due to M, Augustin Kossutic 
(son-in-law of the late M. Stephen Radic), Dr. George Krnjevic 
(a Croatian refugee residing at Geneva), Dr. Ivan Perner (one 
of those who were seriously wounded at the time of that memor
able and fatal attempt in the Skupstina on July 20, 1928), and 
M. James Yellasic, secretary of the Croatian Peasant Party. In 
view of the provisions contained in the Senate Elections Bill 
(discussed in our February issue) it will be easy to see why the 
opposition did not stand for election in more than three Banates: 
namely, in the Save, Danube and Dalmatian Banates. The Govern
ment describes this result as a triumph of its own policy at home 
and abroad, though it is clear from the provisions of the law 
that the Government was bound to win, since the electorate is 
composed of the members of the National Assembly on the one 
hand and Government —  appointed electors on the other. —  The 
newly elected senators of the Macek Party are reported to have 
decided not to take part in the work of the Senate. —  y  —

HUNGARIAN FARMERS CANNOT VISIT BUDAPEST 
CATTLE SHOW

The Banate Agricultural Society had planned an excursion 
to Budapest in March (22— 27) to visit the Hungarian Cattle 
Show. A  special train was to have conveyed the excursionists 
from Nagybecskerek (Petrovgrad) to Budapest, and it had been 
proposed to make excursions to Bugac Puszta near Kecskemet, 
to Mezohegyes and to several large estates in the vicinity of 
Budapest. More than 300 applicants registered. A  similar ex
cursion was planned by the Bacska Agricultural Society, but 
both plans have been frustrated by the veto of the Yugoslav 
authorities. —  y  —

COMMEMORATION FESTIVAL IN HONOUR OF GREATEST 
HUNGARIAN POET OF GREAT W AR  FORBIDDEN
The Committee of the Szabadka (Subotica) Hungarian Read

ing Circle wished to arrange a fete on 17th March in memory 
of Geza Gyoni, the brilliant Hungarian poet who died as a 
prisoner in Siberia. The authorities, however, have interfered and 
frustrated the arrangements. —  y  —
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HUNGARIANS AGAIN PASSED OVER IN CONNECTION 
WITH SENATOR APPOINTMENTS

In the name of the King, the Regency Council again 
appointed four senators at the beginning of March, and, as was 
the case on former occasions, the Hungarian national minority 
was again passed over (“Reggeli Ujsag” , March 10). —  y  —-

LEADER OF HUNGARIAN MINORITY DEPRIVED OF SEAT 
ON MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

The Ban's Office of the Danube Banate has deprived M. 
Andrew Marton of his seat, on the Municipal Corporation of 
Becskerek. No reason has been given. —  y  —

RUMANIAN COMPLAINTS THAT RUMANO-YUGOSLAV  
EDUCATIONAL AGREEMENT IS NOT BEING RESPECTED

The official organ of the Rumanian National Peasant Party, 
the “Patria", has published an article by Vasile T. Maxovici, a 
teacher in the part of the Banate belonging to Yugoslavia, in 
complaining of the lamentable state of Rumanian schools in that 
region, in spite of the Rumano-Yugoslav educational agreement 
of 1935. —  The children have no Rumanian schoolbooks and there 
are no Rumanian schoolboards. Neither is the number of Ru
manian teachers sufficient. The Rumanian schools are in fact 
mixed Rumanian and Serb, and teaching in Rumanian takes 
place only in the elementary classes, while in the secondary 
classes the language of instruction is Serb. There is not a 
Rumanian school in every Rumanian township; Versec and Fe- 
hertemplom, for instance, have none. For months in succession 
the Rumanian teachers do not receive their salaries, and when 
they do, it is with illegal cuts (“Patria” , February 27).

—  y  —

CROAT TEACHERS OF HERCEGOVINA SEVERELY 
CRITICIZE SCHOOLBOOKS ISSUED BY STATE.

At a meeting of the teachers of the Stolac district the 
schoolbooks issued by Government were severely criticized, it 
being said that they did not come up to the intellectual standard 
of the children and were unsuitable in the given circumstances 
both from the pedagogic and from the linguistic point of view. 
No mention was made in them of Bosnia-Hercegovina. In the 
III standard reader there were eight chapters on Serb history 
and only one unimportant legendary story from the history of 
the Croats. The drawings and pictures were beneath criticism, 
and besides this the books contained numerous grammatical and 
orthographical mistakes. The children often failed to understand 
the text (“Obzor” , March 12). —  y  —
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