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TRIPLE ALLIANCE?
BY

FRANCIS HERCZEG

In an article published in the June 8th. issue of the Paris 
"Information” we were told that "w ell-inform ed circles 
believe that the Little Entente is deceased or that it is 

approaching its decease; for of the three Members of that 
Alliance two are just about to openly establish the fact at 
the forthcoming Conference . . . That is why a new Triple 
Alliance must be created with the approval of Austria, Hun
gary and Czecho-Slovakia” .

The ”La Republique” reproduced the item of news, 
graciously adding that ,,France would be delighted if there 
were any possibility of the formation of an Austro-Hungaro- 
Czechoslovak Alliance. Political observers may note by the 
way that the coming into being of that new formation would 
be equivalent to a re-appearance in a new shape of the old 
Habsburg Empire” .

On January 28th. Pierre Dominique returned once more 
to the scheme of a Triple Alliance. "T h e expansion in the 
Danubian region of Germany can only be hindered by the 
union of Austria, Hungary and Czecho-Slovakia in a Federa
tion or at any rate in a Triple A lliance". The writer, who 
must in the meanwhile have heard various things about the 
real situation of the Danubian peoples, in conclusion sighs 
a sigh of regret: —  "T o  that end, of course, it would have 
been better for Czecho-Slovakia during the past ten years 
to treat the Hungarian minority in a satisfactory manner. 
But Prague has not yet proved able to grasp fully the sound
ness of this policy” .

In its January 21st. issue the ” Le Tem ps” also weighs
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the chances of a rapprochement between Austria, Hungary 
and Czecho-Slovakia. This important organ of the French 
Press —  with a rosy optimism quite unusual for that journal 
to show —  writes as follows: —  “ A  community of danger 
becomes an element of reconciliation. Rumania and Yugo
slavia, which are protected by distance, believe they may 
with impunity play with Rome and Berlin in the hope of 
immediate gain. But Austria, Hungary and Czecho-Slovakia 
are being forced by the pressure of facts to realise more 
and more clearly the necessity of solidarity. It is to the 
recognition of this fact that we may attribute the shiftings 
already in evidence . . . Years after the surrender that made 
an end to the Great W a r we find the Danubian problem very 
like the problem of the days immediately preceding the 
W a r There is no longer an Austro-Hungarian Monarchy; 
but there are peoples with a common destiny whose fate it 
is either to suffer a common defeat or to enjoy a common 
liberty” .

These articles from newspapers merely repeat what is 
being told us more frequently every day, —  viz. that the 
Great Powers of the W est would be delighted if the place 
of the Little Entente now in a state of dissolution were taken 
by a new Danubian Triple Alliance. In the service of their 
own policy, of course. W e  must admit that, with all our pro
found admiration and sympathy for the great civilised na
tions, we Hungarians do not trust too much in the political 
genius of their statesmen, —  the genius which dismembered 
Hungary and thereby strengthened the position of two of 
Germany's future allies (Rumania and Yugoslavia), —  the 
genius which welded the German people into a united block 
of steel and placed National Socialism in power, —  the 
genius which sent into exile the Habsburg dynasty and ex
posed Austria to the danger of an "AnschluB” , —  the genius 
which paved the way for the dumfounding attitude of Japan 
by stimulating one half of Europe to regard as a "yellow  
hope” what the other half of Europe calls the "yellow  peril” .
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It is surely the acme of bad policy to attain the exact 
opposite of what was intended.

So what we are asked to do now by the great politicians 
of the W est is that we and Austria should join in with the 
Czechs. The Paris Press —  giving expression, may be, 
to Prague’s dreams which are ,,fathers to the thought” —  
believes that that ’ shifting” is already on its way and that 
we Hungarians, "under the pressure of circumstances” , are 
realising more and more clearly the necessity of solidarity...

W e  would respectfully warn our Paris fellow-journalists 
not to allow themselves to be cajoled by arbitrary combina
tions of the kind. W hoever would have our Paris colleagues 
believe that there is a single Hungarian alive ready in any 
given case to shed his blood for the integrity of the present 
frontiers of Czecho-Slovakia, is either guilty of a disgraceful 
disparagement of the sense of honour of the Hungarian 
nation or is simply and disrespectfully "pulling the legs” 
of the Parisians. No, gentlemen; we Hungarians are just as 
little inclined to support Prague against the German danger 
as Prague is to share our opinion of the Russian danger. It 
is impossible seriously to speak of any Hungaro-Czech alli
ance until we have adjusted the territorial demands which 
we have formulated against Czecho-Slovakia. That is the 
naked truth.

The Czechs committed an enormous historical blunder 
—  a stupid historical blunder, indeed, which in our opinion 
is a tragedy for them too —  when they occupied pure 
Magyar territories flanking the Danube which they will 
never be able to keep onesided, —  and when they pushed 
their frontier forward almost to the gates of Budapest. Is 
any one in Paris aware that the Hungarian Capital is within 
the range of the heavy artillery of the Czechs? It is quite 
possible that the German desire for expansion will one day 
become a danger to Hungary; but Czech expansion has for 
twenty years been a Hungarian catastrophe. W h y should 
we dread an uncertain future, —  we who have been 
trampled underfoot, and the marrow of our bones sucked
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dry, by the present? Prague laid the foundations of its power 
on the living body of the Hungarian people; and so long as 
we are forced daily to feel this monstrous pressure and 
humiliation, the hazy dangers of a future painted in such 
lurid colour will have no terrors for us.

Those who would bring about solidarity between the 
Danubian peoples, must first of all create the possibility of 
solidarity. Today there is as yet no sign of such a possibility; 
nor can that possibility be created by postponement, half
measures, encouraging declarations of statesmen or articles 
in newspapers. The Hungarian people has suffered too much 
to care for diplomatic games of the kind. And the Czechs 
would betray a simplicity quite out of keeping with their 
traditional character if they were to presume that we Hun
garians would when occasion offers hasten to their assistance 
and help them to retain the spoil which they have ravished 
from us. The respect which we have always felt for the 
French Press impels us to say so.
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