
S P O R T S

MOTORING

TWO HUNGARIAN RACERS GRAVELY INSULTED 
IN BRASS6

More than once we have had occasion to refer to the 
deplorable circumstance that Rumania seems unable, even today, 
to distinguish between sports and politics. The result is that 
while in all the other countries of Europe the field of sports is 
the one place where the youth of nations at loggerheads over 
politics may confront each other in friendly rivalry, Rumania has 
not yet reached the point of being able to eliminate hatred from 
the sphere of sports. No wonder, then, if foreign competitors are 
liable to suffer the greatest indignities there.

This lamentable state of things was strikingly illustrated at 
the International Motor Car Races held in Brasso on 15th August, 
at which two Hungarian competitors were shamefully insulted. 
The first scandalous act took place at the commencement of the 
race when the starter hit a a Hungarian racer, Count Nicholas 
Festetich, over the head with his flag. Then when Count Festetich 
was forced to give up the race owing to some trouble with his 
car and stopped at one of the depots, the Rumanian spectators 
crowded round him, yelling abuse, and as he was preparing to 
leave the track under police "protection" the mob began to rain 
blows upon him. Most characteristic of all was the fact that one 
of the soldiers on duty flung his bayonet at the Hungarian 
competitor, hitting one of the mechanics.

Meanwhile another Hungarian competitor, Count Ernest 
Festetich, who remained in the race, was being pelted with stones 
by the Rumanians. In spite of this unexcusable behaviour, which 
might well have resulted in a fatal accident, Count Festetich's 
car was the first to reach the tape. Seeing this, the Rumanians 
were roused to such a pitch of fury that only the intervention 
of the police and the gendarmerie saved the Hungarian winner 
from being lynched. The management did not dare to tell the 
public that Hungary had won, and the microphone gave the name 
of a Rumanian who was second as the winner. That this unfair 
action was taken wittingly is proved by the fact that in the after
noon the management finally recognized Count Festetich's victory
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and adjudged him the first prize. No attempt, however, was made 
to apologize or express regrets for behaviour unparalelled in the 
history of sports.

FOOTBALL
The Central European Cup matches are now over except for 

the finals in which the Rome “Lazio" and the Budapest “Ferenc- 
varos" are competing. The final victory will be decided by the 
joint results of two matches, one in Budapest and the other in 
Rome. The first of these, played in Budapest in the middle of 
September, resulted in a victory for the “Ferencvaros" of 4 goals 
to 2.

Another important match was played between Hungary and 
Czecho-Slovakia for the European Cup, competed for by five 
countries: Italy, Austria, Switzerland, Czecho-Slovakia and Hun
gary. The match between Hungary and Czecho-Slovakia which 
took place in the middle of September, ended in a great victory 
for Hungary by 8 goals to 3. —  y  —
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