
H O W  M I N O R I T I E S  LIVE

DR. F. LLEWELLYN JONES
ON TRAGIC TREATMENT OF NATIONAL MINORITIES

At the Celtic Congress held in Edinburgh Dr, F. Llewellyn 
Jones, former M. P. delivered a fine speech in which mention 
was also made of the minority question. In the “Scotsman" of 
July 15th we read the following passage: —

"There was nothing more tragic in the history of parts of 
Europe to-day, he said, than the treatment which was accorded 
to these people.

"The treaties of peace imposed upon the vanquished 
countries at the end of the war, said Dr. Llewellyn Jones, failed 
to realise the difficulty connected with the transferring of large 
bodies of population from one State, of which they had formerly 
formed part, to another State. It was not merely an act of 
injustice against these people, but one of the most stupid acts of 
which any body of statesmen could have been guilty.

“There were 40,000,000 people living in States where the 
great majority of the population were hostile to them. Treaties 
had been imposed upon the newer States, by which it became an 
obligation to treat the minority in a just and equitable manner. 
Unfortunately the expectations of the treaties of peace had not 
been realised."

Describing conditions in certain areas in the Succession 
States, Dr. Llewellyn Jones said that anyone with a wireless had 
to be very careful not to turn it on to receive a broadcast from 
the country to which he belonged before the peace treaties. There 
were University students living among these minorities who 
were not allowed to get any books in the language which they 
spoke. Public meetings were banned. Every effort was made to 
discourage the teaching of their language in the schools. They 
were being terrorised by the officials of the Government under 
which they lived.

"No wonder", Dr. Llewellyn Jones declared, “that many 
are beginning to realise that this condition of affairs is a menace 
to the peace of Europe.” — y —
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DANUBIAN REVIEW

RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED BY SUCCESSION STATES 
PREVENT INTELLECTUAL CO-OPERATION

Irrefutable data showing the obstacles preventing intellectual 
co-operation were submitted by the Hungarian delegates, Count 
Paul Teleki, M. Ladislas Gajzago, M. Farkas Heller, M. Coloman 
Budai and M. Elemer Hantos, to the Conference of International 
Studies convened to meet at the end of June and the beginning 
of July in Paris by the International Institute of Intellectual 
Co-operation. A  serious debate took place on the legal and 
political questions involved by a peaceful revision of the Peace 
Treaties. At the conference presided over by M. Herriot, the 
famous American jurist, Mr. John Hoster Dallas, who was legal 
adviser to the U. S. A. peace delegation, and Professor Bourquin 
of Geneva, rapporteur, noted that in spite of the differences in 
the methods advocated, the Conference was agreed on the point 
that the future development of the international world demanded 
a change through peaceful revision of the status quo. Failing this, 
peace could not be maintained by sanctions alone. At Professor 
Bourquien's suggestion it was resolved to form a permanent 
committee of eminent international jurists, to study the methods 
by which a peaceful revision might be effected.

Dr. Bela Kerekjarto, professor in Szeged University, stated 
that Hungary had always laid great stress on the importance 
of cultural agreements. Hungary had always shown a readiness 
to revise school-books in keeping with the resolution of the 
League of Nations, but, naturally, on condition that the Govern
ments of other countries did the same. He produced data proving 
how difficult, or even impossible, the Succession States made it 
for scientific publications to cross their frontiers. If real intel
lectual co-operation could not be achieved, those States were 
chiefly to blame. On the suggestion made by Sir Gilbert Murray, 
Chairman of the Committee, a commission was delegated to 
investigate the circumstances hindering intellectual co-operation 
among the nations. —  y  —

FRESH FRICTION IN LITTLE ENTENTE 
OVER MINORITY QUESTION

In a lengthy article the “Narodnie Noviny” of 20th July 
comments on the Belgrade Government's efforts at serbization 
and energetically protests against the Slovak gymnasium in 
Petroc (Petrovac), the only one in the country, being turned 
into a Serb school and against the library of the Slovenska 
Matica being removed from the gymnasium building. Neither of 
these acts is in conformity with the treaty of alliance concluded 
between Czecho-Slovakia and Yugoslavia. —  y  —
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HOW MINORITIES LIVE

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

HUNGARIAN MINORITY W ISH AN  ORGANIZED CENTRAL 
EUROPE TO TAKE THE PLACE OF THE PRESENT 

DISORGANIZED ONE
A  meeting of the leaders of the United General Christian 

Socialist and Hungarian National Party, the sole and united 
political party of the Hungarians in Czecho-Slovakia, was held 
in Zsolna (Zilina) on 20th June in order to elaborate the Party's 
immediate programme. M. Andrew Jaross, president of the Party, 
said that the Hungarians in Czecho-Slovakia wanted peace and 
were sparing no effort to help an organized Central Europe to 
emerge out of the present chaos. Their hopes were pinned on the 
evolution of an honest atmosphere in the Danube Valley which 
would enable the nations there to live in peace and harmony 
with one another, —  on the creation of an atmosphere in which 
each nation would play the part for which its actual strength 
and moral value fitted it and in which would cease the endeavour 
to petrify the domination of smaller nations over bigger ones, 
simply because a turn of the wheel of fortune had given the 
former a certain positional advantage.

Unfortunately, in the opinion of the Party, the present 
Czecho-Slovak Government was not imbued with the same 
ambition: it did not base security on internal contentment but 
on military force; it had not fulfilled the obligations undertaken 
in the treaties for the protection of minorities, and Czech 
chauvinism did not allow the spirit of the Czech laws to prevail 
in practice in favour of the minorities.

The party summarized in four points the principles which 
would mean a practical solution of the question. 1. The Hun
garian questions could only be settled if they were discussed 
with the leaders of the Hungarians and not with those of the 
Czecho-Slovak Parties. 2. Care should be taken to avoid every
thing that appears to serve party aims instead of a solution of 
these major questions. 3. The Hungarian character of the districts 
inhabited by Hungarians must be restored in the fields of ad
ministration, culture and economy. 4. The full equality of rights 
of the Hungarian minority must be regulated by law and 
denationalization prevented. —  y  —

PAMPHLET IN FRENCH CONTAINING COMPLAINTS 
OF HUNGARIAN BRANCH OF LEAGUE OF NATIONS 

UNION CONFISCATED
On the occasion of the Pozsony Congress of the League of 

Nations Unions the Hungarians of Czecho-Slovakia published a 
pamphlet in French dealing with the educational situation of
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the Hungarian minority in the Republic. The pamphlet was 
mainly a refutation of M. Paul-Boncour's assertion that the lot 
of minorities is better today than it was prior to the War. The 
Public Prosecutor's Office in Pozsony has now confiscated this 
pamphlet entitled “ La minorite hongroise en T checoslovaquie’, 
and the District Courts have forbidden its further circulation.

This case deserves special attention even in a world where 
confiscations by the Public Prosecutor are daily occurrences, for 
it shows how little to the taste of the Czecho-Slovak Govern
ment it is when international public opinion gets a glimpse into 
the sad lot of the minorities in Czecho-Slovakia. —  y  —

HOW THE HUNGARIANS WERE CHEATED OF A  SEAT 
ON THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL IN KASSA

As has been stated, the results of the recent elections in 
Kassa (Kosice), the second largest town of Slovakia, showed 
that the Hungarian Party had received the greatest number of 
votes. W e have also reported that in spite of this no Hungarians 
were among the so-called "expert" members of the Council, who 
are appointed by the Government. At the first meeting of the 
new Council, held on 28th July, M. Nicholas Pajor, member of 
the Czecho-Slovak Senate, protested energetically against this 
on behalf of the Hungarian Party. At this meeting the Council 
elected the magistracy of the town, from among the five members 
of which, according to the Czecho-Slovak Act applying solely 
to the towns of Slovakia and Ruthenia, the Government appoints 
the mayor. It is typical that on this occasion again Prague 
intends to appoint a Czech, M. Milan Mason, who only received 
2 votes at the election of the magistracy, while the candidate 
of the Hungarian Party received 14. Contrary to law, ah this 
election the appointed, so-called "expert", members of the Muni
cipal Council and those officials of the Municipal Offices who 
were appointed by the Government, took part in the voting. In 
consequence of this the Hungarian Party has been forced to 
contest the validity of the election. The Hungarian Party has 
also lodged an appeal against the results of the Municipal 
Council elections on the ground that Mason, who —  as we see 
—  received only 2 votes at the elections of the magistrates, was 
given a seat on the Council although in terms of Czecho-Slovak 
law only parties with at least 3 votes may claim to be re
presented on the Municipal Council. If any vacant seats remain 
they should go to the parties with the largest number of votes 
above three. Had this measure as prescribed by law been ob
served, the Hungarian Party would have won 7 instead of 6 
seats on the Municipal Council, and Mason would not have been 
elected at all. —  y —
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RUMANIA

UNPRECEDENTED TERROR AT RUMANIAN  
ADMINISTRATIVE ELECTIONS

In Transylvania the system of administration transplanted 
from the Regate (Old Rumania) and developed from a succession 
of laws each supplanting the last, has in principle granted auto
nomy to the towns, villages and counties by way of municipal, 
parish and county councils. In practice, however, autonomy does 
not exist, for each succeeding Government makes the work of the 
councils formed by election impossible by dissolving them and 
entrusting the administration to so-called interim com m ittees  
(Comisia interimara) the members of which are appointed by the 
Government, This takes place particularly often in towns and 
villages inhabited by Hungarians, and, of course, the members of 
the interim com m ittees are always Rumanians.

The last Administration Act promulgated on 27th March, 
1936, ordains in its executive instructions that the dissolved 
councils must be re-formed within a certain period. The time 
limit expired in March 1937. In certain cases that provision was 
observed by the Administration, but in the Hungarian towns and 
villages, where even after an electional agreement was arrived 
at the Government had no chance of securing a majority, the 
elections have been postponed till the end of the year. In several 
counties and a few towns, however, they were held in July.

These elections were a preliminary test of strength, for the 
four years' mandates of the members of Parliament expire this 
year, and Rumania is on the threshold of parliamentary elections. 
And parliamentary elections in Rumania are usually followed 
by a change of Government, one Party taking over office from 
the other. On the results of the test of strength both the National 
Liberal Party in office and the National Peasant Party (Opposi
tion) claim victory, the latter demanding office. According to 
the statistics published by the Bucharest press (“Universul" 
August 12), at the administrative elections held between 1st July 
and 1st August the National Liberal Party in office secured 
490.307 votes, 30% of the total number, while the National 
Peasant Party secured 459.318 votes (28%).

Series o f Illegal A cts
The bitter struggle between the two Parties affected the 

Hungarian minority in so far that in places where the Hungarians 
had come to terms with the National Peasant Party (Opposition), 
or had lists of their own, the Government ruthlessly crushed 
them. This is the more striking because a few days before the 
elections Premier Tatarescu sent out a circular letter to the 
Prefectures in which he strictly ordered them to be very careful
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that the elections were fairly conducted, at the same time pro
mising that all guilty of abuses committed to prevent the genuine 
will of the people finding expression would be severely punished. 
With the exception of Szilagy County, no notice was taken of 
the Premier’s order. This is true especially of the counties of 
Bihar, Szatmar, Kolozs and Kis-Kukiillo and of the municipal 
council elections in Brasso, where the most diverse illegalities 
were committed in order to keep the minority electors away 
from the urns.

In Bihar County  the Hungarian Party had concluded an 
agreement with the National Peasant Party as regards the county 
council elections. But the authorities refused the Hungarian 
Party permission to hold meetings, while the Liberals, Vajdaists 
and Gogaists were at liberty to roam the county and hold one 
meeting after the other. The electional constituencies were formed 
in such a manner that Hungarian voters had to walk half a day 
to reach the urns. Difficulties also arose in connection with the 
distribution of the voting papers, and in many places a bare 
10% of the electors received their papers. The Party's candidates 
—  e. g. Mr, Joseph Szennyesi, Calvinist pastor of Szalard, and 
Mr. Alexander Csomafay, a landowner of Szekelyhid —  were 
arested the day after the elections. Electors from Hungarian 
villages were prevented from attending the elections: the high 
roads and bridges were closed on the day of the elections, so 
that the inhabitants of several villages could not approach the 
urns. A  decree issued to the village authorities, without any legal 
right forbade priests and pastors to take part in any political 
movement.

In Szatmar County  several Hungarian villages were pre
vented from takirg part in the elections. Ombod, for instance, 
was placed in quarantine and the Hungarian electors from Dara 
were hindered from appearing at the urns by the simple expedient 
of spiriting away their boats, so that, as they had no other 
means of crossing the river Szamos, they were perforce obliged 
to stay at home.

In K olozs County  a considerable number of Hungarian 
electors were not allowed to vote. Entire Hungarian villages —  
1000 electors in the Egeres constituency alone —  could not 
reach the urns because of a cordon of gendarmes; in the district 
of Kalotaszeg the electors of three Hungarian villages were kept 
in quarantine because of a non-existing epidemic of typhoid in
vented for electional purposes.

In Kis-Kiikullo County  the Hungarian villages were hampered 
at the outset by an electional geography which attached them to 
far-distant constituencies. These villages were then placed in 
quarantine by the gendarmes and the electors prevented from 
leaving them. Measures were taken to prevent 20 Hungarian
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villages voting, and in 11 where the majority of electors were 
Hungarians not even half of them managed to reach the urns.

Terror in Brasso
But electional abuses were by far the most atrocious at the 

election of the municipal council in Brasso. The degree of terror
ization there was so great that the Hungarian and German 
Parties withdrew their lists. In Brasso there are only 6800 
Rumanians, yet the number of Rumanian votes was 9623. On 
the other hand, only 1479 of the 12.000 Hungarians and Germans 
of the town managed to cast their votes. These absurdities must 
be attributed to forging of votes, to a brutal reign of terror, and 
to the fact that Hungarian and German voters were not allowed 
near the urns even as early as an hour after the elections began. 
Thereupon the Hungarian and German Parties called a joint 
meeting at which it was resolved to withdraw their candidates. 
The Germans in particular were greatly distressed to find them
selves excluded from the municipal council, which now consists 
solely of Rumanians.

Resolution o f the Hungarian Party
The Presidential Committee of the Hungarian Party held a 

meeting on 3rd August at which the electional abuses were 
discussed, and the violent means wherewith the electors, in a 
manner hitherto unprecedented, were prevented by the authorities 
from expressing the will of the people, were severely condemned. 
In more than one place the bayonets and rifles of the gendarmes 
were the means employed, to say nothing of the fact that several 
places were put in quarantine on the pretext of epidemics and
the electors were not allowed to leave these villages. It was
thus it happened —  continues the official resolution and report 
of the Hungarian Party —  that no Hungarians were elected in 
municipalities and villages where a considerable number of them 
dwell and where they had previously been adequately represented 
on the administrative councils. The Presidential Committee of 
the Hungarian Party also protested against the incredibly absurd 
prohibition which forbade the clergy to take part in political
movements, —  which in other words tried to deprive them of
their political rights. This measure was stated to be illegal by 
the Presidential Committee ("Keleti Ujsag”, August 5).

—  y —

A W A Y  W ITH  HUNGARIAN AND GERMAN SIGNS
ON BANKS!

During the investigation into the activities of the com pos- 
sessorati, objections were raised because the receipts and 
documents of one of the German com possessorati in the Banate 
were written in German instead of in the official language of
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the State. An order was immediately issued to the effect that 
in future the com possesorati —  a special form of joint owner
ship of property consisting mainly of forests and grazing grounds 
—  must use only the official language of the country in their 
minute-books and bookkeeping as well as on all their documents 
(“Banater Deutsche Zeitung" and “Deli Hirlap", July 14), The 
Hungarian and German text on the big transparent of the Arad 
branch of the “Hermannstadter Allgemeine Sparkassa" were first 
rendered unreadable with tar and a few days afterwards the 
whole glass sign was smashed (“Brassoi Lapok", July 21).

—  y —

SUPPRESSION OF THIRTY-YEAR-OLD HUNGARIAN DAILY

The Ministry of the Interior has suppressed for an indefinite 
period the “Szabadsagsajto", a daily appearing in Szatmar. This 
newspaper, established thirty years ago, was last year forbidden 
to appear under its old title "Szamos”, on the ground that Hun
garian geographical terms may not be used. (Szamos is the 
Hungarian name of a river.) The order suppressing this paper, 
which was issued at the instigation of the head censor's office, 
will deprive 60 families of their daily bread ("Keleti Ujsag”, 
August 15). —  y  —

YUGOSLAVIA

"QUOD LICET J O V I .. .”
The Slovenska Matica, the cultural association of the 

Slovaks in Yugoslavia with headquarters in Petroc (Petrovac, 
Bacska Banate), held its annual general meeting on 8th August. 
The most interesting part of the report of work done was un
doubtedly the statement that after M. Hodza's visit last year the 
association had received a subsidy of 100.000 dinars from the 
Czecho-Slovak Government.

But what would the States of the Little Entente say were 
the cultural societies of the Hungarian minorities to receive 
financial support from the Hungarian Government? The least 
they would do would be to dissolve the societies in question and 
arrest their leaders. —  y  —

HUNGARIAN OFFICIALS DISMISSED
A  few years ago, when Dobritsa M atkovitch  was Ban of the 

Danube Banate, a considerable number of minority public ser
vants were ploughed at the language examinations, because 
questions so far removed from their official sphere were put to
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them that they would not have been able to answer them even 
in their mother-tongue. One municipal official in Szabadka who 
has a D.C.L. diploma was asked of what the eyeball consisted 
and when he could not tell in Serb of what it was composed, 
he was plonghed. Amongst others the five Hungarian municipal 
officials who were discharged without pensions or compensation 
by the Municipal Council of Szabadka were also victims of this 
system of language tests. A ll of them appealed against the de
cision of the Municipal Council. The Chief Constable of Sza
badka, as statutory forum of appeal, found that the Municipal 
Council had acted in an illegal fashion. The Municipal Council 
appealed to the Banate Office, but the appeal was dismissed and 
the Council was ordered to reinstate the five Hungarian officials. 
Although this order was issued weeks ago, no steps have yet 
been taken by the Council to reinstate them.

Graver by far than this is the situation of many hundreds 
of Hungarian railway employees, who at the time of the change 
of rule were taken over by the Yugoslav State Railways with 
full recognition of their years of service and vested rights, but 
who a few years later were dismissed without pension or adequate 
compensation. After submitting many petitions in vain these un
fortunate people recently sent a deputation to the Minister of 
Transport begging him to give a decision in their favour, but 
beyond promises no results have so far been forthcoming.

—  y —
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