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System des internationalen M inderheitenrechts. B y D r. 
E r n e s t  F l a c h b a r t h .

The first volume, over 500 pages long, of Dr. Ernest Flach- 
barth's ’ ’System des internationalen M inderheitenrechts” , with a 
preface by Count Stephen Bethlen, which has recently left the 
press, is a publication of the Minority Institute of the Budapest 
Peter Pazmany University of Sciences. The book contains the 
history of international minority protection, minority law in 
general and material minority law, and is a complete work on 
these subjects.

The strictly scientific work is, as it were, the keystone of 
the literature hitherto written on the subject of minority law. 
For whereas all former works on the subject have been devoted 
primarily to an analysis of the general provisions of the minority 
treaties and the subject of their special provisions was merely 
touched on, a considerable section of Dr. Flachbarth’s book, 
every thesis of which is supported by strictly scientific material, 
deals with the special points of minority law; that is to say, the 
author has systematized more comprehensively than any other 
before him this youngest branch of international law.

The historical part of the book shows in the course of a 
very complete enumeration of international treaties how the pro
tection of national minorities grew out of the protection of the 
religious minorities of Western and Eastern Europe. Then follows 
the history of the origins of modern minority treaties. Here the 
negotiations of the "New. States Committee" of the Paris Peace 
Conference deserve special attention. They have been recapitul
ated mostly from David Hunter Miller's Diary with a fullness 
hitherto lacking in the literature on the subject. Nor does the 
author neglect, as former writers have done, to review in detail 
the proposals of the Hungarian, Austrian, Bulgarian and Turkish 
peace delegations, which alas! the Peace Conference did not 
deign to consider.

In the part treating of minority law in general, Dr. Flach
barth defines the conception of international minority law, 
enumerates all its sources, minutely analyses the legal structure 
of the minority treaties, gives a subjective definition in keeping
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with the conception prevalent in Western Europe, as opposed to 
the German conception, of "nation", and with convincing argu
ments proves that the signing of the minority treaties was the 
condition upon which international recognition of the States 
created or enlarged after the war depended, that is to say, the 
stipulation under which the Great Powers assented to those 
States' acquisition of territory.

In the section dealing with material law in general the 
author explains, article by article, those provisions of the minority 
treaties which, with slight differences, are common to all of them. 
An innovation worthy of note is that the treatment of each 
article is followed by a pithy summary of the history of its origin 
and of the textual differences between the several general pro
visions. In this elucidation of the treaties Dr. Flachbarth pays 
close attention to the legal practice of the League of Nations 
and the Permanent Courts of Arbitration up to the present day, 
and where it runs contrary to his convictions as a jurist he is 
not chary of criticising it severely.

In the part devoted to the special provisions of the minority 
treaties Dr. Flachbarth deals with the material provisions which 
apply to one certain State or one certain minority alone and with 
the bilateral minority treaties in which certain States undertook 
obligations exceeding those contained in the treaties concluded 
at the Peace Conference. Here special attention should be ac
corded to the author's novel views on the autonomies guaranteed 
to certain racial and national minorities, i. e. to the territories 
inhabited by them. Particular stress is laid on the question of 
the autonomies guaranteed to the Siculians and Saxons in Tran
sylvania and to the Ruthenians, which, however, were not actually 
granted by Rumania and Czecho-Slovakia. The exhaustive material 
of this part —  from the self-government of the Athos convents 
to the territorial autonomy of the Aaland Islands, from the rights 
denied by Russia to the Finns of East Karelia to the lingual 
equality of the Kurds of Iraq and the Turks of Alexandrette —  
affords the author an opportunity of turning to account his 
extensive knowledge of ethnography and history.

From the above it will be seen that Dr. Flachbarth's work is 
an indispensable handbook to all scholars and practical politicians 
who wish to make a serious study of minority problems. The 
minority law at present in force will not —  as the author him
self has strongly emphasised in his introduction —  solve the 
nationality question, which, in his opinion, is only to be solved 
by an application of the nationality principle, i. e. by means of 
a revision of the present political frontiers, though it may prove 
useful in cases where the minorities in question are far from the 
mother-country and no prospect of their ever being united there
with exists.

Dr. Flachbarth's book will serve to give his readers a
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thorough knowledge of minority law and therefore its publication 
is an event of importance not only for Hungarian but also for 
all European students of that subject. The author promises that 
his next book, dealing with formal minority law and the reform 
of the present treaties, will be published within a year.

— y —

Studies in English Philology 11. Anniversary Essays 
Presented by H i s  S t u d e n t s  to Professor Arthur B. Yolland  
on the Completion of F orty Years o f Teaching. (Budapest, 1937. 
8vo, pp. 171, Publication o f the Department of English, Royal 
Hungarian Peter Pazmany University o f Sciences, Budapest.)

Volume II of the series of "Studies in English Philology” 
inaugurated in 1936 appears in the form of a Yolland Album, 
as an appreciation of this eminent English professor’s 40 years 
activity at the Budapest Peter Pazmany University of Sciences. 
Volume II, as befits the occasion, is a much more ambitious work 
than the first volume was. The first two articles deal with 
Professor Yolland's labours. Dr. Julius Kornis, professor of the 
Budapest University of Sciences and Deputy Speaker of the 
Hungarian Parliament, who —  as we read in the editor, Professor 
Fest's preface —  was one of Professor Yolland's first students, 
enumerates the latter's merits during the past forty years in 
connection with the spread of English culture and ideas in Hun
gary. Special mention is made of his university lectures and his 
monumental English-Hungarian and Hungarian-English diction
aries, as well as of his merits in the training of teachers of the 
English language. In an article entitled "Outline of Professor 
Yolland's Activity" which contains a list of his university lectures 
and other literary works, Joseph Szentkiraly gives statistics 
illustrating the importance of the work accomplished by Professor 
Yolland.

The second part of Vol. II, which is devoted to Anglo- 
Hungarian contacts, contains many interesting statistics. In his 
arresting article, Professor Eugene Horvath throws new light 
upon the life of one of Edmund Ironside's two sons who on their 
exile from England settled in Hungary. Professor Alexander Fest 
has contributed two articles to the rich contents of the volume. 
In his article on data concerning the first translation of the Bible 
into Hungarian he seeks to establish a connection between the 
Wyclifite Peter Payne and the first Bible in the Hungarian 
language and in „Anglo-Hungarian contacts in the Middle Ages" 
he publishes two letters, one from Edward IV to King Matthias, 
the other from Henry VII to Wladislas. Ladislas Siklossy writes 
of the tournament in which three Hungarian knights took part 
at the court of Edward IV in Canterbury. In "Hungary in a 
Medieval Poem" Eva Rona treats exhaustively of a XVI century
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metrical romance entitled "Capystranus” attributed to Wynken 
de Worde. The hero of the poem was a Franciscan monk, John 
Kapisztran, to whom the victory won by John Hunyadi over the 
Turks at Belgrade was in no small measure due. Frederick 
Endrodi publishes new data on the sojourn in Transylvania of 
King Charles II's faithful courtier, Isaac Basire. Eugene Pivanyi's 
article enumerates and describes the English works of the XVI 
and XVII centuries in which Hungarians play a role. Ladislas 
Orszag, a painter of Hungarian origin describes the English career 
of James Bogdani who painted a whole series of pictures at the 
court of William III and Queen Anne. Reproductions of five of 
his finest pictures accompany the article. Edith Horvath con
tributes seven unknown poems by J. A . Blackwell, an English 
politician who spent a long time in Hungary in the XVIII century 
as a political agent of the British Government. In an exhaustive 
essay, Ernest Solymos outlines the history of the spread of 
English in Hungary.

The third group of articles is of a general nature. Nicholas 
Szenczi's article on the tragi-comedies of Rowley and Middleton 
reveals an extensive knowledge of the subject. Stephen Ullmann's 
"Synaesthetic Metamorphs in William Morris" points out the 
synaesthetic aspects of the works of the great pre-Raphaelist 
poet. The last article is by Joseph Szentkiraly. It is entitled 
"Hungaro-Britannica Bibliographia, 1935” and is a list of the 
Hungarian literary works on English subjects published in 1935.

It is, of course, impossible in this brief review to point out 
the merits of each article separately or enumerate the new and 
interesting data published by the several authors. The volume 
aptly illustrates the dual point of view dominating Hungarian 
Anglistic science, namely, that our Anglists must, on the one 
hand, make it their task to study purely English literary problems, 
since this would link up Hungarian letters with the sphere of 
Anglo-Saxon literature, and on the other, they must not neglect 
the history of Hungaro-English contacts, on which subject much 
light has yet to be thrown.

The objective critic is compelled to establish the fact that 
Professor Yolland's students have given of their best in this 
volume devoted to an appreciation of their master's 40 years of 
activity in Hungary. —  y  —

"Trianon: The greatest political scandal o f the century!"

The eminent Dutch publicist, A. G. M. Abbing, who after 
a journey through Hungary wrote his excellent book entitled 
"The Tragedy of Trianon” and who through the medium of the 
Dutch press keeps the interest in the Hungarian question alive, 
again spent a longer period of time in Hungary in June. He 
lectured in the Budapest International Club and also in the
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country. In his lecture, delivered in Hungarian, in the Inter
national Club he said that the knowledge of the great injustice 
done by the Peace Treaties to Hungary was spreading more and 
more extensively through Holland. Peace would never take root 
in Europe until the injustices of the Peace Treaties had been 
redressed. Trianon was the greatest political scandal of the cen
tury. He was convinced that revision would come. Hungary there
fore should remain calm, preserve her love of peace, rely on 
herself alone and under no circumstances relinquish her demands 
for revision.

It is not without a certain thrill that we quote the almost 
dramatic part of M. Abbing's lecture in which he told us how 
he, the firm believer in the Peace Treaties, became their im
placable enemy. Among other things he said:

"In Holland the prevalent idea was that it was fortunate 
for the world that Austria and Hungary had been reduced to 
insignificance; they would never again be able to bring war upon 
mankind. I must confess, I was of the same opinion. It was only 
after the lapse of six years that the day came when I for the 
first time crossed the Trianon frontier to visit the little country 
which is all that is left of the beautifual land of the Magyars, 
and which is now known as Dismembered Hungary. There I found 
a people who, humiliated and in national mourning, yet made 
so deep an impression on me that it can never be obliterated. 
I saw and heard things I had never seen or heard before and I 
learned the truth . ,  —  y —

Hungarians of the 16th and 17th centuries in English 
literature. By E u g e n e  P i v a ny i.

The above is the title of an interesting essay by Eugene 
Pivanyi, in which he summarizes the role played in English 
literature by the Hungarians of the 16th and 17th centuries. He 
mentions the work of the first Hungarian humanist in England, 
Stephen Parmenius de Buda, who, in 1583, took part, as an 
official historian, in the colonization of Newfoundland and in 
elegant Latin wrote the history of this undertaking of the con
quering English. On the way home two of the ships belonging 
to the expedition sank in a storm and Stephen Parmenius de 
Buda W e is  among those who lost their lives. —  The first book on 
Hungarian history published in London appeared in 1600, Elabor
ated from the French it contained the history of Hungary during 
the 50 years following the defeat at Mohacs (1526— 1576). —  
Intercourse with England was particularly brisk at the time when 
Transylvania was a principality, for most of the princes addressed 
an appeal to the British nation for help in their struggles against 
the Habsburgs,

Gabriel Bethlen, the hero of the struggle for religious liberty,
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was a particularly well-known figure in English circles and was 
an ally of England in the Thirty Years War. The outstanding 
personality of Gabriel Bethlen and especially his firm Protestant 
attitude inspired English writers and poets. He is one of the 
figures in Ben Jonsoris  drama, and in 1807 John Burke wrote 
a drama about him. In 1664 an anonymous writer wrote a small 
book about Nicholas Zrinyi, the great Hungarian poet. Another 
favourite figure of contemporary English writers was Emery 
Thokoly, who was fighting for Hungarian independence and 
religious liberty. Much was written of his romantic love 
story and his wife Ilona Zrinyi who so heroically defended the 
fortress of Munkacs. Even after Thokoly's death he continued 
to be a favourite theme with English writers. In 1806 Edward 
T heodore Ho'ok wrote a drama in three acts entitled "Tekeli or 
the Siege of Montgatz" which was a great success. Eugene 
Pivanyi's short essay is an excellent summary of the role played 
by great Hungarians in English literature and a valuable con
tribution to Anglo-Hungarian cultural intercourse. The essay is 
a reprint from "Studies in English Philology”.

— y —
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