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HUNGARIAN PUBLIC OPINION 
AND PEACEFUL REVISION

by
D r. J u l iu s  K o m is ,

Deputy Speaker of the Hungarian Lower House, Professor in the University of Budapest

T he British Co-ordinating Committee of the 
Peaceful Change movement has expressed 
the wish that the various national groups 
should ascertain the opinion of the public 

in their respective countries on the question of 
Peaceful Change, that is to say, should ascertain 
what public opinion thought of a peaceful solution 
of the political, economic, cultural and social 
aspects of international questions.

What is public opinion? The spontaneous, un
organized and freely reacting opinion concerning a 
certain problem of the moment entertained by some 
stratum, rarely by the whole, of society, and a 
readiness to act thereon. Some stratum of society, 
or society as a whole, is shocked by a certain fact, 
grows indignant and demands redress or sanctions, 
or vice versa approves of something, waxes enthus
iastic over it and urges its materialization.

When we seek to discover the attitude of 
Hungarian public opinion towards the Peaceful 
Change movement, we are interested solely in the 
spontaneous manifestation of public opinion, in the 
instinctive judgment formed in the soul of the 
nation on the question of changes in the present 
international situation. That the press or certain 
social organizations crystallize into consciousness 
the amorphous manifestations of feeling and will 
arising spontaneously in the national soul and pre
sent them to public opinion in a more organized 
form, must be regarded merely as a secondary 
phenomenon; for the real roots of public judgment 
lie deep in the soul of the nation.

Most of what we call public opinion in evi
dence respecting some actual question of politics, 
economics or culture is shaped by certain strata 
of society interested in the problem. Where, how
ever, Peaceful Change is concerned the whole po
pulation of Hungary is affected. In the former 
instance the diverse nature of the interests of the 
various social strata leads to conflicting opinions, 
and more than one ‘ ‘public opinion" may exist. 
But in respect of the question of an honest peace 
the whole nation as one single social and historical 
unit is deeply concerned, since it is a question that 
affects every stratum of the population. In this

case public opinion does not represent one section 
of society but stands automatically for the whole 
nation. Hungary, which has been deprived of three- 
fourths of her territory and two-thirds of her 
population, and has been despoiled and dismemb
ered, longs for a peaceful arrangement that would 
ensure her people better conditions of life, —  in 
a word for a Peaceful Change. On this subject 
public opinion is unanimous; for since two decades 
the most natural instincts of self-preservation and 
self-expression have been repressed and Hungary's 
historical and national unity of a thousand years' 
standing rent asunder.

What do we mean by nation when we speak 
of its "public opinion"? In the first place nation 
is not a biological term, even if the word natio 
does also refer to a common racial origin (every 
nation is Europe is more or less a racial mixture), 
but a spiritual and historical principle. A  man 
becomes a member of a nation by virtue of a sense 
of historical identity with that nation, by sharing 
the same standard of values crystallized by tradi
tion throughout many centuries and by a conscious
ness of a common cultural history. The sufferings 
of the national community are his sufferings; the 
welfare of the country his joy; and for the good 
of his country he would sacrifice everything, even 
his life. The spiritual essence of a national com
munity, then, is a peculiar capital of tradition 
prized by all and considered sacred by every son 
of the nation, who clings closely to it. This na
tional capital of tradition —  like some power 
transcending the individual —  automatically in
fluences and directs public opinion and the attitude 
it takes. What is in conformity with that capital 
of tradition is of value; what runs contrary to it, 
is valueless. When the individual voices his opinion 
concerning the vital interests of the nation, he does 
so under the inspiration of a national tradition 
thousands of years old and in its name.

As regards most questions, public opinion 
fluctuates rapidly. One day its interest is aroused 
to the point of excitement; next day excitement 
subsides, and the third day the matter in question 
may be well out of focus —  forgotten. But there
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is no trace of this capricious fluctuation in the 
Hungarian soul towards the ever present problem 
of the readjustment of Hungary's tragic lot. For 
two decades this burning problem has agitated us 
and will continue to do so until a solution has 
been found. As a problem it is not a matter of 
diverse private opinions, but of public opinion in 
the literal sense of the word; for its roots lie in 
the vital interests and instinctive ambitions of the 
national community as a whole. In such a case, 
where it is directed towards an effort to effect 
changes in the international position of the country* 
public opinion is not a mere process of mental 
judgment, but one savouring strongly of will: here 
public opinion is not merely subjective conviction 
but a permanent, objective frame of mind.

Public opinion is wont to crystallize into 
pithy, emotional slogans. Ini connection with Hun
gary's future the slogan of Hungarian public 
opinion is “ Revision of the cruel Peace Treaties!" 
In substance this means the same as “ Peaceful 
Change", namely a peaceful amendment, on a 
commonsense basis, of the peace edicts conceived 
in blind hatred and the intoxication of victory. 
This is no mere instinctive and emotional demand 
of the Hungarian nation, but a programme justified 
by logic and reason. The demand for revision is 
no tactical manoeuvre inspired by artificial pro
paganda, but a spiritual need deeply rooted in the 
soul of the nation, a demand also that is in har
mony with the fundamental principles of inter
national law and international ethics.

II.
What arguments has Hungarian public opinion 

to offer in support of its persevering endeavour 
to obtain a peaceful revision of the present tragic 
situation and of its firm conviction that no per
manent order can be established in the Danube 
Valley until that revision takes place? When on 
behalf of a united Hungarian public opinion I 
attempt to answer this question, I shall endeavour 
to be completely objective. I shall do my best to 
put myself in the place of the nations surrounding 
Hungary, to understand their frame of mind and 
their interests. I wish to avoid giving the slightest 
cause for offence, on the principle that new poli
tical and economic arrangements in the Danube 
Valley are possible only if a peaceful agreement 
is arrived at among all the nations living there. 
Historical destiny compels us to live here together; 
together, therefore, we must create the possibilities 
of peaceful co-existence in a spirit of mutual con
ciliation.

Of all the Peace Treaties concluding the 
world war that of Trianon was the most cruel and 
most unjust. No other country lost so much in ter
ritory and population as did Hungary. Of the area 
of pre-war Hungary, Czecho-Slovakia, Serbia, 
Austria, and Rumania received 62.000, 63.000, 
4.000, and 103.000 square kilometres respectively, 
while only 93.000 square kilometres remained to 
Hungary. Germany lost 13% of her previous area, 
Bulgaria 8%, and Hungary 72%  of her thousand- 
year-old country. From Germany the Peace 
Treaty wrested 10% of her inhabitants, from Bul

garia 8%, and from Hungary 64%; and this was 
done in a manner driving three and a half million 
Hungarians under alien rule, a million and a half 
of those Hungarians living in compact blocks along 
the new frontiers of Dismembered Hungary. The 
Peace Conference, which refused to treat with the 
Hungarian delegation, satisfied every demand of 
th adjacent countries for a share of Hungary's ter
ritory in an extremely unilateral manner and, 
without asking the inhabitants of those regions 
what their wishes were, drew artificial frontiers 
diametrically opposed to Wilson's famous prin
ciple of self-determination, which was accepted as 
a basis of the peace negotiations by the Peace 
Conference and postulated that nations and count
ries cannot be transferred from one State to 
atnother like so many objects or stones in some 
game. Without any plebiscite, millions of Hun
garians living in a large coherent territory along 
the present frontier of Hungary were driven under 
alien dominion. All the territories detached had for 
a thousand years been part of the ideal geogra
phical and economic unit known as the Kingdom 
of Hungary. From a nationality point of view the 
Peace Treaties have created a worse state of af
fairs than that existing before. Pre-war Hungary is 
accused of having oppressed her minorities. But 
had she done so, how could they have preserved 
their racial and linguistic characteristics through
out the centuries? How could they have enjoyed 
the right to maintain schools and autonomous de
nominations which fostered their national con
sciousness without let or hindrance? The States 
battened on the territories wrested from Hungary 
present a much more kaleidoscopic appearance 
from a nationality point of view than Hungary ever 
did. In Czecho-Slovakia, for instance, the Czechs, 
the staple element of the State, form (even accord
ing to their own statistics) merely 48% of the 
population of the Republic.

Hungary is still in a disarmed condition. 
True, it was promised in the Peace Treaties that 
the victorious Powers would likewise disarm. In
stead, however, of doing so they are arming 
frantically. Hungary's neighbours, too, who allied 
to form the Little Entente in order to manacle 
Hungary, are doing the same. Their superiority in 
armaments is a constant incentive to them to inter
fere in Hungary's affairs.

Hungarian public opinion is being kept in a 
constant ferment of unrest by the way the adjacent 
States treat their Hungarian minorities. The Peace 
Treaties made the territorial expansion of the 
Succession States conditional on their undertaking 
to protect the rights of the minorities. The Succes
sion States have gravely infringed the provisions 
of the Minority Treaties. Hungarians, especially 
officials, have been expelled by thousands from 
those countries on the pretext that they are not 
citizens of the Succession States. This has resulted 
in little Hungary's being forced to shoulder an an
nual budgetary burden of 80 million pengo, which 
sum is paid out in pensions to these refugee officials. 
Most of the Hungarian schools in the Little Entente 
countries have been closed or confiscated, and the 
children of Hungarian parents are prevented by
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a system of name analysis from attending the few 
Hungarian schools left. Under the guise of Land 
Reform the estates of the Hungarian landowners 
have been appropriated by the State at a ridi
culously inadequate price, and the lands belong
ing to the minority Churches confiscated. Not only 
are Hungarians refused employment in the civil 
service, they are also being driven out of private 
undertakings and ruined economically by being 
deprived of the sine qua non of economic life. In 
vain do the oppressed Hungarians apply to the 
League of Nations, whose duty it should be to see 
that minority rights are respected: that institution 
has merely submerged minority proceedings in an 
ocean of formalities.

The situation of the Danube Valley States is 
intolerable, not only from a political but also from 
an economic point of view. The pre-war economic 
unity of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy has been 
broken up and seven States eye each other askance 
over the debris. Instead of a natural exchange 
of commodities, each State strives to become self- 
sufficient. The agrarian countries are feverishly 
bent on promoting industries, and the industrial 
countries of pre-war times are trying to make 
wheat grow on their barren hills. Every attempt 
to effect a rational economic readjustment in the 
Danube Valley —  the Danubian Agrarian Bloc, an 
Austro-German Customs Union, the Austro-Hun
garian Economic Union, Tardieu's plan, etc —  has 
proved a failure. The way to economic readjust
ment is always blocked by political considerations. 
In return for a restoration of normal economic life 
the States of the Little Entente make political de
mands that would involve Hungary's abandoning 
her national aspirations and giving up all thought 
of peaceful territorial revision, the possibility of 
which is guaranteed in Article 19 of the League 
Covenant. Nothing but rational political peace and 
mutual understanding among the nations will ever 
ensure the tranquil economic development of the 
Danube Valley, which is impossible amidst the 
alarms of war caused by the mad race in arma
ments.

Hungarian public opinion —  the public opinion 
of the country most sorely visited after the war 
—  longs for a peaceful compromise with the neigh
bouring States and a redress of the wrongs done 
to Hungary after the war. Hungarian public opi
nion in desiring revision desires peace and on this 
point is in harmony with an international public 
opinion in the process of formation which has come 
to realize the truth of the axiom that no peace 
treaty is everlasting. Many modifications have 
already been made in the Peace Treaties con
cluding the great war. German reparations were 
cancelled in Lausanne. Despite the provisions of 
the Treaties, the occupying forces evacuated the 
left bank of the Rhine in 1929. The right bank, 
though a neutral zone, was organized from a mili
tary point of view by Germany. The military 
equality of Germany and of Austria has been re
cognized. Wilson, Lloyd George and Briand them
selves admitted that the delineation of the Hunga
rian frontiers was arbitrary. Article 19 of the 
League Covenant does not allow of the interpreta
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tion that the new territorial arrangements are 
sacred and everlasting. It provides the possibility 
of examining international conditions the main
tenance of which endangers the peace of the world. 
A  revision of the Treaty of Trianon would be in 
the interest not of Hungary alone but also of 
Europe as a whole.

The public opinion formed in Hungary since 
the conclusion of the war, as well as Hungary's 
official attitude, has always striven even under the 
most difficult circumstances to maintain and pro
mote peace. It has honestly endeavoured to find 
an honourable modus vivendi. The Pact with Italy 
and Austria is also a means to this end, and it is 
open to other States to join it in the interests of 
economic prosperity and political stability in 
Central Europe. The non-exclusive character of the 
Rome Protocol corresponds with Hungary's fun
damental principle that she refuses to enter into 
any kind of military alliance, even though most 
European States, especially her neighbours, have 
made open or secret military pacts that seriously 
menace the peace of Europe. This is one of the 
chief guarantees of Hungary's peaceful intentions. 
However oppressed by her military inequality, she 
does not violate the Peace Treaties by arbitrarily 
repudiating this provision, as other countries have. 
She is content to await the time when the world’s 
conscience awakes and grants her the same rights 
as other countries enjoy. Every country in Europe 
is free to increase its armaments at will; Hungary 
and Bulgaria alone are deprived of that right.

In the years following the conclusion of the 
war Hungary has always, even in the most difficult 
situation, chosen the path of peace. Twice when 
her crowned monarch attempted to return she 
yielded to the pressure brought to bear on her by 
the surrounding States, and at the expense of her 
sovereignty and her interests, refused to allow the 
King to occupy his throne. At the critical time of 
the Marseilles murders, when she was innocently 
and unfairly accused of having had a hand in the 
preparations for them, Hungary did all in her 
power to avoid a conflict. Now that a certain lapse 
of time allows of events being viewed from a histo
rical perpective, the present Prime Minister of 
Yugoslavia himself has stated that the accusation 
was unfounded.

A  country so cruelly and unjustly punished 
as Hungary was by the peace edict of Trianon 
would have every excuse to pursue a policv of 
revenge and bitterness, even if it meant an allian
ce with the very Devil himself. Hungary, however, 
as is proved by indisputable facts, has always ad
hered to a policy of moderation and remained true 
to a higher legal and ethical standard in order to 
promote and maintain European peace. Were other 
countries to make such heavy sacrifices in the in
terests of peace and show so many signs of mo
deration and self-immolation, it would not be hard 
for the "Peaceful Change" movement to achieve 
one of its aims —  a mutual political understanding 
among the nations of the Danube Valley bringing 
economic and cultural prosperity in its train.

—  y  —



BRITAIN’S PEACE POLICY
by

D r. A ndrew  F a l l
Director of the Hungarian Frontier Readjustment League

T he evolution of the political situation in 
Europe, the development of political and 
economic events in recent months, and in
deed in recent weeks, has given rise to 

such oscillations, uncertainty and confusion, that 
even men with the greatest routine in politics are 
perplexed, while European public opinion on the 
whole sees only the accentuation of the conflict 
between the divergent groups of interests and sees 
it with growing unrest and fear. In recent weeks, 
especially, the rapidly rotating film of European 
politics has cast on the screen all the great 
problems, each of which presents great difficulties, 
while together their solution weighs with an in
tolerable weight on the shoulders of international 
diplomacy.

The Locarno Treaty has become ineffectual; 
the Stresa front has broken down; and therewith 
the two strong pillars of France's security have 
collapsed. On the other hand the question of the 
Mediterranean has grown more acute. Germany's 
demand for colonies has become more insistent. 
The Spanish civil war has not yet come to an end; 
on the contrary, it has conjured up on the 
European horizon the greatest danger of our times, 
—  the threat of a war between the protagonists of 
two different philosophies. The question of a 
settlement in the Danube Valley has again come 
to the front with all its complications: the intricate 
problems of economic co-operation, the minority 
question, territorial revision and the full equality 
of the Danubian States. To crown all, Britain's 
rapid and gigantic increase of armaments has sent 
up alarmingly the mercury registering the arma
ments fever in Europe as a whole.

Certain turning-points of historical importance 
have been apparent in the development of political 
events in Europe since 1935. At the time when 
Locarno and the Stresa front were still firmly 
established, Europe was practically divided into 
two camps of victors and vanquished; but since 
the Italo-Abyssinian war, Italy has gone over to 
the side of the dissatisfied States. She did so be
cause Britain would not recognize her conquest 
of Abyssinian; and so to counteract the Franco- 
British political constellation a Germano-Italian 
constellation has been formed. With this came a 
revival of the old pre-war system of alliances and

an endeavour to reshape the old political principle 
of a balance of power. The dynamic forces of the 
system of alliances have produced a series of sur
prises and keep European political life in constant 
movement.

In the past few weeks it is in the States of the 
Danube Valley that a great deal of movement has 
been perceptible. The consequences of the disrup
tion of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy and the 
creation of a system of petty States, have become 
clear in all their bleak reality now that the Danube 
Valley has come into the line of collision of the 
opposed alliances. It was in the Danube Valley 
that the avalanche of political events of the past 
few weeks started: the Italo-Yugoslav treaty of 
friendship was concluded, the friendly links be
tween Poland and Rumania strengthened, and 
certain endeavours in evidence to conclude a 
treaty of friendship between Italy and Rumania.

All this, in the first place, was not looked 
upon with favour by the alliance; nor has it failed 
to make its effects felt in the interested countries 
in the Danube Valley itself. First it gave rise to 
considerable unrest both in Austria and Czecho
slovakia and it also made public opinion in Ru
mania and Hungary uneasy. On the one hand 
Mussolini's meeting with Chancellor Schuschnigg 
in Venice and President Miklas's visit to Budapest, 
on the other hand the recent trip to Rome of Baron 
Neurath, Germany's Foreign Minister, have served 
to establish the line of policy to be followed in the 
Danube Valley by the three States of the Rome 
Pact and Germany; and this has resulted, to a 
certain extent, in strengthening the Berlin— Rome 
constellation. Meanwhile British and French 
diplomacy has not been inactive and has brought 
great pressure to bear on Warsaw and Bucharest 
in order to weaken Italy's and Germany's in
fluence. On the occasion of George V i's Coronation 
Herr Guido Schmidt, Austria's Foreign Minister, 
had conversations with Mr. Eden and other lead
ing British political factors. M. Kalman Kanya, 
Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs, also con
ferred with Mr. Eden; and later on Herr Guido 
Schmidt saw M. Delbos, French Minister of For
eign Affairs, in Paris. According to a semi-official 
report issued by the French Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, the views of the Governments of France
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and Austria concerning questions of common inter
est entirely coincide. It is true that the steps 
taken by British and French diplomacy were 
destined primarily to counterbalance the advance 
made in Eastern Europe by Berlin and Rome; but 
it is also true that the question of the Danube 
Valley has again become of prominent interest, 
and Austria and Hungary have gained in im
portance.

An interesting personality in the negotiations 
in progress on the occasion on the Coron
ation was M. Milan Hodza, Prime Minister of 
Czecho-Slovakia. M. Hodza still adheres rigidly to 
the status quo policy. He still suffers from war 
psychosis and is therefore unable to adapt himself 
to changed conditions in Europe or to help to bring 
about a mutual reconciliation of the nations. M. 
Hodza feels that Czecho-Slovakia is threatened 
with complete isolation; but instead of trying by 
means of mutual concessions to come to a toler
able political agreement with at least one of her 
neighbours, he endeavours to postpone the solu
tion of political questions by advocating economic 
co-operation among the Danubian States. In par
ticular he would like to get round Hungary, and 
for this reason the Czech press, and a section of 
the French press favouring Czecho-Slovakia, for 
several days wrote of M. Daranyi's speech in 
Szeged as if the Hungarian Premier and his 
Cabinet had waived Hungary's demands for a 
peaceful territorial revision and were willing, in 
exchange for a recognition of military equality 
and a settlement of the minority question, to enter 
into closer economic relations with Czecho
slovakia and the other two States of the Little 
Entente. M. Hodza's machinations were not 
crowned with success; for Premier Daranyi, in a 
statement made by him to the "Popolo d'ltalia” , 
unequivocally declared that no Hungarian would 
ever renounce claim to what belonged by right to 
Hungary. Also M. Tibor Eckhardt, leader of the 
biggest Opposition party, in his speech delivered 
in Miskolc, clearly stated that Hungary would 
never cease to demand revision. And, lastly, Count 
Stephen Bethlen, Hungary's most eminent states
man, in an interview given to Mark Eli Ravage, 
said: "No reconstruction is conceivable until the 
peace treaties have been revised." Perhaps these 
statements from leaders of Hungarian political 
life contributed towards M. Hodza's attempt in 
London to place Czecho-Slovakia under Britain's 
protection. When he saw his plan was doomed to 
failure he would have liked to induce the British 
Government to make a statement to the effect that 
the defenders of the status quo had the interests 
of peace in view. But M. Hodza's rigid status quo 
policy was a failure in London, and he left that 
city with empty hands, because the political atmo
sphere in Britain is a peculiar atmosphere and 
because Britain is not willing to undertake new 
commitments in Europe,

Anglo-Saxon policy —  it would seem —  con
tinues to adhere to its old aims, and just because 
matters have become aggravated in the past few 
weeks, Britain is making increased efforts to 
realize a serious policy of peace. Not only Britain,
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who would gain nothing by a fresh world war, 
needs real peace and mutual understanding and 
reconciliation among the peoples of the world; the 
rest of the nations need that just as much. Today 
nobody wants war; for all the nations still groan 
under the heavy burdens and dire consequences 
of the Great War. Even since the end of the war, 
British policy has striven consistently to further 
reconciliation. Britain's peace policy was re
sponsible for Locarno, and to it was due the 
Lausanne Conference, at which the question of 
reparations was settled; and it was this policy 
that brought about the naval agreement between 
Britain and Germany and the "gentleman agree
ment" at the end of 1936 which, for the time 
being, greatly helped to minimise the tension be
tween Britain and Italy.

Not only has British diplomacy striven to 
relieve the political tension of recent weeks; Italy 
and Germany have also taken steps in that direc
tion. In his expose on foreign affairs Count Ciano 
struck chords of understanding and reconciliation. 
This spirit of rapprochement was appreciated by 
Britain and France and Count Ciano's expose did 
much towards lessening international tension. 
Germany's desire for peace was expressed by 
Field Marshal Blomberg, German Minister of War, 
on the occasion of the London Coronation. Field 
Marshal Blomberg assured the British Government 
of the warm feelings of sympathy with which Ger
many participated in the rejoicings of the British 
nation, and declared that there were no political 
differences in principle between the two countries; 
on the contrary, Germany considered that a power
ful Great Britain was an important factor in inter
national peace. That there is an Anglo-German 
rapprochement is proved by the speech made by 
Mr. Neville Henderson, Britain's new ambassador 
in Berlin, when he presented his letters of credence. 
In that speech Mr. Henderson said that he began 
his life among that great nation of racial kin with 
the firm intention of doing what lay in his power 
to promote understanding between the British 
nation and Germany. On behalf of his Govern
ment, the Chancellor of the Reich warmly wel
comed this statement and added that peaceful 
co-operation between the two countries was 
necessary if either of the nations whose racial 
kinship Mr. Henderson had emphasized were to 
enjoy prosperity, and equally essential in the 
interests of universal peace.

The first steps towards a rapprochement be
tween the two systems of alliance has thus taken 
place and will surely be followed by others. The 
first fruits of this rapprochement will in all pro
bability manifest themselves in a modern reform 
of the League of Nations. An Anglo-Italian rap
prochement would signify a return to the "gentle
man agreement" anid a reform of the League of 
Nations will provide means of settling Germany's 
demands for colonies. And perhaps a reciprocal 
agreement between the Great Powers will put a 
stop to the war in Spain. There is no doubt that 
the trend of Britain's policy tends towards a 
peaceful solution of Europe's most difficult 
problems.
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The negotiations in London conducted by the 
statesmen of the Danube Valley States will not be 
without their result either. The substance of those 
negotiations is that Britain has diverted her atten
tion to the Danube Valley and sees the necessity 
of ensuring the possibility of the Danube Valley 
nations living their own lives. But she also sees 
the necessity of composing the acute differences 
at present existing between them. Britain knows 
that in the interests of European consolidation this 
task will not brook delay. But the only way to 
accomplish that task is in a spirit of equality, 
justice and reconciliation.

Ever since the Edict of Trianon was foisted 
on her, Hungary's foreign policy has followed the 
lines of Britain’s peaceful foreign policy. By

making military equality, minority protection and 
a peaceful territorial revision the pivot of her 
foreign policy, Hungary has pursued the only 
policy of peace possible in the Danube Valley; for 
any other policy would have resulted in a conflict 
between the peoples of that region. The time has 
now arrived when the States of the Little Entente 
must also take the first steps towards a peaceful 
agreement. The leading statesmen in Great Britain 
have already chosen this dynamic policy instead 
of the dangers and grave consequences of a static 
policy. It is from this dynamic policy that the 
Hungarian nation awaits a redress of its wrongs, 
without which no solution of the Danube Valley 
problem is conceivable or possible.

—  y —

CHAPTERS OF HUNGARIAN LITERATURE
i .

COUNT NICHOLAS ZRINYI
by

A rth u r  B . Y o lla n d  Phil. D.
Professor in the University of Budapest

(Continued.)

Zrinyi's genius and temperament were best 
fitted for the writing of an epic poem; and "The 
Fate of Sziget", published in Vienna, together 
with Zrinyi’s minor poems, in 1651, —  the first 
Hungarian epos, which raised the national litera
ture at once to the level of the masterpieces of the 
world's literature —  was the natural result of its 
author's education and training, of the traditions 
which he had been brought up to reverence, and 
of the conviction of his country’s mission and des
tiny instilled into him during his sojourn in the 
court of the great Cardinal Primate who had given 
his education as a warrior, legislator and patriot 
its finishing touches.

The main thought underlying this Zrinyiad is, 
that the nation has become divided against itself, 
has degenerated and fallen into sin, wherefore God 
has humiliated it in His wrath and sent the Turk 
as His scourge to chastise the offender; God must 
be conciliated and the nation must be redeemed. 
The thought was one of the dominating influences 
of the sixteenth century, and had so completely 
permeated the mind and heart of the Hungarian na
tion that, in Act II. of the year 1546, the Estates 
of the Realm had solemnly declared that Hungary 
was being punished for her weakness by an out
raged God. The same conviction had been expres
sed in other terms by Casper Karolyi, the trans
lator of the Bible, who protested that the Sultan 
had been inspired by God to chastise the Hunga
rians for their idol-worship. Yet equally general 
was the belief that the prophet would arise who 
would lead back the erring people to their merci
ful God,

The hero of the epic, Count Nicholas Zrinyi 
the Elder, symbolised this belief; not the death of 
the martyr, but the victory of the all-conquering 
soldier, was to be the token of redemption. This 
heroic leader of a heroic handful of warriors dared 
to defy the might of Solyman the Great, whom he 
checked in his path of triumph, and by the man
ner of his death foretold the coming of the 
new age.

We may summarise the contents of the epos 
as follows: “ The Almighty looked down on earth 
and was roused to anger by the moral degenera
tion of the Hungarians, who had become faith
less and erring sinners, having lost their respect 
for His name and their gratitude for the blood of 
His Son; they found delight in various kinds of 
religions and had trampled in the mire the sublime 
Christian faith. In his anger God sent his angel 
Michael to the Fury Alecto, with orders to insti
gate the Sultan against the Hungarians. Alecto ap
peared in the form of Selim to the sleeping Soly
man, whom he roused to indignation. And the 
Sultan resolved to rear hecatombs of Giaours, to 
bathe his horse in Christian blood, to reduce to 
ashes towns and fortresses. His hosts assembled 
at Adrianople, where a council was held to discuss 
a letter from the Pasha of Buda, who advised war. 
Here follows a description of the chief warriors 
present at the council, including Demirham, the 
strongest man in the Ottoman Empire, who could 
root up huge oak-trees and kill elephants with one 
blow of his fist (this detail reminds us of the de
scription of Arthur's followers in the old legend), 
—  Demirham's elder brother, the magician Aide-
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ran, the decipherer of Mahomed and interpreter 
of dreams, —  the Moor Amirassen, with a steed as 
black as himself, and the Arab Carabul, con
ceived by a famous mare as the offspring of the 
wind!! While waiting for the coming of the Sul
tan the Pasha of Buda in his self-conceit attacked 
the stronghold of Palota but was driven to flee by 
the warm reception he received from its com
mander, George Tury, and retired in disgrace to 
meet his master. The Sultan is described at length 
as he sits on his fine black charger, the beauty of 
which defies the imagination of the artist; he brings 
a heart flaming with indignation and danger to 
Christianity. He halted near Belgrade and debated 
as to whether he should besiege Eger or Sziget. At 
the news of the approaching danger, Zrinyi —  as 
was his wont —  knelt down before the crucifix to 
say his morning prayers, imploring God not to 
suffer the Turk to harm the Christians but to help 
him, —  not for his (Zrinyi's) piety, but for the 
eternal honour of His great Name. And God heard 
his prayer, though his merits compared with God's 
mercy were but as the water which a little swallow 
can hold in its mouth compared with the infinite 
volume of the ocean; for the crucifix bent 
thrice towards him and told him that he should 
die a martyr’s death and that his soul should rise 
to Heaven, where angels and cherubs would await 
it and place it in the right hand of God, for that 
he had died for the honour of God’s name, fighting 
against the pagans; Solyman was coming to attack 
his fortress, and would lurk like a wolf to compass 
his death: but his might and power should be 
shattered at Sziget, he himself perishing at the 
hand of Zrinyi, whose deed would add a fresh 
halo of glory to the coronet of the Ban. His 
(Zrinyi's) son George should uphold the splendour 
of his name and bring his clan to the height of 
prosperity.

And Solyman marched against Sziget. Zrinyi 
first met Mehmet, the newly-appointed Pasha of 
Bosnia, who was so infatuated by his belief in his 
Good Fortune that he refused to listen to the 
warnings of Scander Bey, and, instead of prepar
ing for the fray, spent the night in dalliance. 
Zrinyi routed Mehmet's army; in the heat of the 
conflict he slew the Pasha's son with his own 
hand; Mehmet in fury rushed at the Ban, but 
God's angel intercepted the blow aimed at Zrinyi's 
head and the Pasha shared the fate of his son. 
Then Zrinyi entered the fortress at the head of 
his warriors, who bore the dead and the wounded 
—  the Christian first — , leading in the captive 
Turks and carrying the trophies of the victory. 
But Fame took to wing and, fleeter than wind or 
bird, conveyed the tidings of the disaster to the 
Sultan, who at once decided to invest Sziget, 
though taking the precaution to have the issue of 
the struggle foretold him by the chief priest. The 
omens were unfavourable; for the flock of eagles 
gathered round the carcasses of the sheep slain in 
sacrifice were prevented from eating of the spoil 
by one large black eagle. However, the Sultan 
interpreted this episode to mean that the eagles 
were to have better food provided them, viz. the 
dead bodies of Christians, and was overweening
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in his confidence: though his soldiers were alarm
ed, and the breaking loose during the night of two 
horses proved sufficient to create a general panic. 
Everybody believed that Zrinyi had come; and the 
mere utterance of his name drove the Turks wild 
with terror; 3000 men perished in the tumult that 
ensued.

"In his fortress Zrinyi was busy heroically 
organising the work of defence and encouraging 
his comrades. "The danger is great", he said, "but 
it would be folly not to trust in God, who always 
helps those that confide in His mercy. The whole 
world —  all Christendom —  has its eyes fixed on 
Sziget; and it is a great honour to have Solyman 
as our foe. Fight all of you resolutely; and put no 
faith in the Turks, for how can we trust those who 
themselves have no faith? Swear that this place 
shall be either your glory or your grave." —  Zrinyi 
himself took the oath first, swearing to remain 
with his men till death: then his knights and 
soldiers each in turn. —  Zrinyi then sent his son 
to the King with a letter in which he commended 
the boy to the sovereign’s gracious favour; though 
the boy, —  a true son of his father — , refused to 
flee, until persuaded that there were greater things 
in store for him, and that it was his duty to pre
serve his life for his country’s sake.”

"Now two envoys sent by the Sultan arrived, 
—  the honey-tongued Halul and the rough Demir
ham. Halul spoke first, —  of the glory of the 
Zrinyis, of the unreliability of the Germans, of 
the hatred of the latter for the Hungarians — , 
and endeavoured to persuade the Ban to surrender 
the fortress. Then Demirham spoke, curtly and 
without beating about the bush: was it to be peace 
or war? And Zrinyi's lieutenants and knights an
swered in chorus —  "To arms! Sziget must be 
taken by arms, not with words." So the siege 
began in earnest. Solyman had the fortress bomb
arded and sent out storming parties; but Zrinyi 
and his captains made daring sorties and wrought 
terrible havoc in the ranks of the infidels. Night
fall only put an end to the carnage. The following 
day the garrison suffered a severe loss, —  Peter 
Farkasics, one of its most gallant captains, died 
of wounds received in the fight with Mehmet. At 
his funeral Zrinyi made a fiery speech praising 
the dead man's virtues: "of human things", he 
said, "only good deeds are lasting; and by his 
good deed Farkasics has conquered death." Then 
Zrinyi sallied forth, sorrowing but with heart of 
steel, at the head of his heroic followers. A  hard 
fight ensued; Deli Vid, one of his best lieutenants, 
met Demirham, with whom he fought an undecided 
combat until evenfall, when the combatants pro
mised to continue the duel on another occasion. 
The Sultan grew furious at the unbroken series of 
defeats, and called a council to decide the manner 
of fighting against the most valiant of Giaours. 
Opinions were divided: and a compromise was 
effected; there should be a regular siege with 
trenches and mines, while storming parties too 
should be allowed to anticipate the dangerous 
sorties made by Zrinyi."

“Meanwhile Zrinyi feigned fear and refrained 
for two days from attempting any sortie, using the
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interval to attempt to inform the Emperor of how 
matters stood. His messengers, Juranics and Ra- 
divoj, undertook the perilous enterprise, not for 
any hope of reward, but for honour's sake. They 
crept stealthily through the sleeping enemy's camp, 
killing many a Turk on their way, but later them
selves fell victims to the alertness of the Tartars. 
Radvoj appeared to Deli Vid in a dream and fore
told his death and that of his leader. And the 
storming of the fortress began in earnest. Many a 
warrior distinguished himself by his bravery, —  of 
the Turks, Deliman, who, left alone in the fortress, 
after being admitted by a ruse, cut his way out 
again unaided, while of the defenders Zrinyi him
self was the boldest and most reckless, a lion 
among his cubs and the darling of all his warriors. 
But the brave Deliman was sad for love of the 
fair Kumilla and her beautiful hair, now in the 
possession of his soft, white-livered rival, Rusztan 
(Rustem). In answer to the latter's bitter taunts he 
took vengeance for the grievances of the past and 
slew his rival, then withdrew, like a sullen Achil
les, from the avenging indignation of the Sultan."

"Demirhan and Deli Vid met once more. The 
lists were kept by 200 Hungarian horsemen and 
by the army of Amirassen. Just as Vid was gett
ing the better of his foe, Amirassen broke the 
compact and intervened, —  but his treachery pro
ved his death, for the Hungarian knight cut him 
down and, mounting his steed Carabul, dashed 
once more into the fray. Zrinyi rushed forth to 
help his fellows; but no trace was found of the 
valiant Vid, who had either fallen or been carried 
away.

"Here the poet inserted the romantic episode 
of the hiding of Deliman and his lover, the fair 
Kumilla, who was finally poisoned by dragon's 
blood contained in the vessel in which Deliman 
brought a cooling draught to revive the fainting 
beauty. Deliman became insane and roved the 
woods naked, vowing vengeance on the Christians. 
"But", adds the poet, "man's destiny is in God's 
hands". And to God he attributes further the mira
culous return of Deli Vid, who had been hiding 
among the infidels and was saved by the heroism 
of his wife, a Turkish woman who had become a 
good Hungarian and who with her own hand cut 
down the eunuch preparing to betray her husband 
to the Sultan. Vid’s entry into Sziget affected the 
exhausted garrison with the power of a miracle; 
and his information concerning the Turkish host 
failed to shake the confidence of Zrinyi, who re
mained cool and daring as ever, while the Otto
man leaders trembled at his prowess and held 
council once more to discover means whereby to 
bring the lion to his fall. The council broke up 
without result; for the raging fury of Deliman and 
Demirham rendered all discussion impossible. The 
Sultan was at a loss what to do. A  carrier pigeon 
was driven by birds of prey into the Sultan's 
camp; and the letter it carried told the Grand 
Signior of the desperate situation of the garrison. 
So he ordered a general assault. The magician 
Alderan called the demons of hell to the aid of 
the Turks; and the fiendish spirits wrought terrible 
havoc in the melee which ensued, where Death was

seen stalking in grim delight. The two heroes, Vid 
and Demirham, met once more in single combat; 
the blows they struck were so terrific that the 
contest was like the collision at sea of two mighty 
galleys. And both fell at last in deadly grip."

"Zrinyi felt that the last hour was approach
ing; so he assembled his tiny garrison and exhort
ed his followers to meet death like men: he went 
to his treasury, collected all the valuables he pos
sessed and threw them on a pyre, leaving only his 
rich gala dress in which to fight his last fight, and 
placing a hundred pieces of gold in his pockets 
“as a fee for his executioners". Meanwhile God 
sat on high in His seat of judgment, surrounded by 
His Saints and the Angels, while the heavenly 
music sounded sweetly in His ears. Suddenly, at 
His behest, the music ceased; God felt pity for the 
good people of Sziget, who were fighting for His 
faith, — and He sent the Angel Gabriel with a 
heavenly host to drive away the fiends of Hell 
and bring the souls of the heroes of Sziget to 
Heaven. The sky shone with radiant brilliance, 
wherever those Angels flew, the Rainbow opened 
its gates to let them pass, the Milky Way decked 
itself in all its glory, Charles's Wain carried their 
armour and equipment; only Hercules could not 
go, for he must remain on guard. Gabriel descend
ed to Zrinyi, a flaming sword in one hand and 
a lovely palm-branch in the other: and his shin
ing figure shed a wondrous brilliance over the 
darkened room. And the Angel spoke to Zrinyi, 
"Behold God's crown; though in Heaven above 
thou shalt wear another of radiant stars."

"Then the fight began. Gabriel drove away 
Alderan's fiends, who howled bitterly in the dark 
clouds surrounding them. And Zrinyi waded 
through a lake of blood, striking torrents of the 
stream of life from the rock of the opposing 
pagans.

“Here arms meet arms in strife,
And warrior grapples warrior in deadly

embrace;
Blood, moans and dust rise mingled

heavenwards,
And there is shattering of lances, pikes

and sabres.
Like Death the Ban stalks among the Turks;
Like flames devouring some reed-brake,
Or like a rushing torrent dashing from the

mountains;
So ruthlessly does Zrinyi wreak his will."

"Numbers fell before his mighty onset. Then 
he met Deliman, who tilted at him with his lance; 
but the angel of God deprived the infidel of his 
strength and blunted the edge of his lance. Zrinyi 
overcame the raging madman, then engaged in a 
hand-to-hand fight with Solyman himself, and cut 
down the thief of the world. Finally the hero 
sank riddled with the enemies' bullets; and the 
angelic legion carried the souls of the Christian 
martyrs to Heaven, where they were welcomed to 
the sound of divine music."

So the epos, which began in Heaven, comes 
to a close there too. Like Tasso's Godfrey de 
Bouillon, the Ban of Sziget, the chosen hero of
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God, appears to us in the full majesty of his mis
sion. His faith in the will of God, his belief in the 
miraculous bending of the Cross, his fiery patriot
ism and pious devotion, his reckless bravery and 
self-immolation, raise him high above his fellows 
and above his pagan foes. With true artistic in
sight the poet selects the two greatest of the Turks 
—  Deliman, who had at one time stood at bay 
against the whole garrison of the fortress, and 
Solyman, the terror of Europe and the paragon 
of Ottoman prowess —  as the latest victims of 
Zrinyi's fiery zeal. The bravest and most feared 
enemy, not merely of Hungary, but of Christendom 
at large, falls before the onset of him, who is ful
filling a divine mission and achieving the re
conciliation of his people with their God,

The lesson to the nation involved in the 
moral of the poem is self-obviousj the time had 
come to sink petty differences of party or de
nomination and to unite in the favour of God to 
achieve national independence and shake off the 
inveterate foe of their nation and their faith.

Though possessed of no mean creative power, 
alike in description and in characterisation, Zrinyi 
the poet naturally clung to his great models in 
point of form and manner. The appeal to the 
Muse, the catalogues of heroes, the foreshadowing 
of the future, many of the motives underlying the 
turns in the action, the colouring of the characters, 
etc., are all part of the traditional machinery of 
the epic poem. Zrinyi knew the great masters of 
literature at first hand, for he was at home equally 
in Latin, French, Spanish, Italian and German. He 
was familiar with the “ Iliad“ and the "Odyssey", 
with the “ Aeneid", with “ Orlando Furioso" and 
"La Gerusalemme Liberata". W e find traces of 
the influence of Homer in the duel interrupted by 
a breach of faith, in the charger begotten by the 
wind, in the prophecy made before the siege, in 
the confusion created at night by the breaking 
loose of the two horses. Ariosto served as his 
model for the reflections interwoven in the open
ing of the poem; Zrinyi's speech to his son George 
reminds us of the words addressed to Ascanius by 
Aeneas, the combat between Deli Vid and Demir- 
ham of that between Aeneas and Turnus, the 
embassy of Juranics and Radivoj of the enterprise 
undertaken by Nisus and Euryalus. Yet every
where Zrinyi the Younger remains original even in 
his imitations, which are external only, the essen
tial features of the characters being individualised 
to suit the poet's own intentions and particular 
purpose. Tasso too influenced the general plan of 
the poem, as well as numerous details of its elabo
ration: the interweaving of the love of Deliman 
recalls the love episode of Tancred, the contrasted 
character of the Sultan's envoys is an echo of the 
embassy of the Egyptian king; Deliman and Ku- 
milla have their counterparts in Rinaldo and Ar- 
mida; and the mission of Gabriel at the close cor
responds to that of the angel Michael. The ana
logies prove rather that the poet was well instruct
ed in his art than that he was a mere imitator; he 
employs the same machinery as his poetic for
bears. His originality is most striking in the fer
vour of his nationalism, which offers a remarkable
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contrast to the cold and classically “correct" tone 
of Virgil, and in the depth and sincerity of his 
religious conviction. The artistic consciousness of 
Zrinyi is coupled with a remarkable individuality 
in presentation, due to the poet's profound con
viction of the leading idea which he interpreted 
and to his devout belief in the justice of his na
tion's cause. Zrinyi shows equal orginality in his 
treatment of the historical material which he 
employs. In this respect he resembles Shakespeare, 
who, while following North's “ Plutarch“ almost 
literally in reporting the speeches in “ Julius 
Caesar", —  as Zrinyi follows Istvanffy in the 
speeches delivered by the hero in Cantos III., V., 
and XV. — , selects his matter to suit the tendency 
of his work or invents features of character or 
episodes not found in any historical authority. 
Zrinyi invents too in his description of the battle 
of Siklos, where he makes Zrinyi the Elder 
responsible for the deaths of both Mehmet and his 
son, though as a matter of fact the hero of Sziget 
was not even present at that encounter. The battle 
of Almas was fought with firearms; but the poet 
puts lances and swords in the hands of the com
batants, in order to enhance the glory of the per
sonal bravery of the Hungarians. And, most strik
ing of all the inventions of the poet, Solyman, who 
in reality fell a victim to a fit of apoplexy brought 
on by the ill-success of his undertaking, is repre
sented as dying at the hand of the hero.

And true art is that shown in the manner in 
which Zrinyi individualises his characters in their 
speech, and in the fine distincton he makes be
tween the Christian and ardently patriotic spirit of 
the Hungarian heroes on the one hand and the 
Oriental and pagan nature of the Turkish warriors 
on the other. There is no denying a certain loose
ness of structure, —  there are too many side 
episodes interrupting the main thread of the action; 
no doubt the poet's mythology is a mixture of in
congruous elements (e. g. the bringing together of 
the angel Michael and the Fury A lecto): but we 
need only think of what Shakespeare did in this 
respect or of the intermingling of classical and 
Biblical lore in "Paradise Lost" or of the analogy 
of Zrinyi's chief model, Tasso, to see that this 
fact does not detract from the greatness of the 
Hungarian poet's achievement or lower the stand
ard of his artistic consciousness. The language too 
is rough and unpolished; but it is the tongue in
herited from the historical bards: and Zrinyi was 
a warrior too, serving his country, not only with 
his pen, but with that sword which had made his 
name a terror to the infidel invaders.

The martydom of the Ban of Sziget was to 
symbolise the redemption of the nation; his un
selfish patriotism, to serve as an encouragement 
and an example to his people. The country was 
to be delivered from the Turk: and the Crusade 
which Zrinyi the Younger preached was meant to 
rouse the apathy of the nobility and unite them in 
a holy cause against the pagan foe. The liberation 
was to be effected by a Hungarian leader, at the 
head of a national Hungarian army. In his mind 
the shadow of Zenta was cast before it; but his
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trust was reposed, however, not in the foreign court 
which left his ancestor to perish at his post, but in 
the nation which he believed devoutly was pre
destined by God to act as the barrier of Christen
dom at the gateway of the East. The same thought 
dominates his works on military subjects; and it 
was this fervent nationalism of his that led the 
Court to pass him over when filling the office of 
Palatine, for which he was predestined alike by 
birth, by breeding, and by deeds. He aspired even 
to the dignity of kingship, having in mind the pre
cedent of Matthias Corvinus; but he was a faith
ful subject too, and lamented the contempt in 
which the Habsburg king of Hungary was held by 
the majority of his compatriots. Yet, the more 
familiar he became with the Protestants of the 
country, the more clearly did he come to see that 
Catholicism was not the only salvation of his 
country and that his Protestant fellow-countrymen 
were the most uncompromising champions of that 
liberty which he knew to be the surest basis of the 
liberation of Hungary alike from the pressure of 
the Turk and from the yoke of German im
perialism.

As a general, Zrinyi the Younger proved a 
striking contrast to the foreign commanders employ
ed by an apathetic Court, among whom Monte- 
cuccoli succeeded best, by his inveterate Cuncta- 
torism, in ruining the country which he had been 
sent to save. Zrinyi rushed from one end of the 
country to the other, storming fortresses, capturing 
towns, annihilating small Turkish armies and 
hovering on the flanks of more formidable hosts, 
cutting off stragglers and applying the modern 
principle of attrition. All Europe watched his ex
ploits with breathless admiration; the Pope 
publicly expressed his thanks, the King raised him 
to the rank of Duke, while solemn processions were 
held in Styria and Regensburg at the news of his 
victories. But he had to deal with the traditional 
jealousy of the Austrian rivals, for whom their 
personal ambition was of more account than the 
triumph of the national or even the Christian 
cause. So things went from bad to worse. Zrinyi 
was not only refused the post of commander-in- 
chief, but was compelled to share the leadership 
of his own army with two Imperial generals 
(Strozzi and Hohenlohe). The imperialists were 
anxious to save their reputation and —  their skins; 
so they avoided an open encounter with the Turks, 
allowing the latter to occupy and raze io the 
ground the castle of Zrin. The warrior-poet's heart

was broken; and the disgraceful Peace of Vasvar, 
which roused the indignation of the whole nation 
and was a typical instance of the complete sub
ordination of Hungarian to German and Austrian 
imperial interests, found the greatest Hungarian 
poet of his day a hermit at his ancestral home in 
Csaktornya, where, on November 18, 1664, he was 
gored to death by a wild boar.

*

The Age of the Zrinyis appeals to the 
imagination of the Hungarians of today because 
their situation reminds them of those days of 
natonal suffering. Then too Hungary had been 
dismembered and torn asunder: the Slovakia of 
today, together with Croatia and a section of 
Trans-Danubia, was in the hands of the King of 
Hungary; the Great Hungarian Lowlands —  a 
territory practically corresponding to the Dis
membered Hungary of today —  was occupied by 
the Turks; while Transylvania —  now in the hands 
of Rumania —  was an independent principality. 
The Zrinyis —  men of Croatian birth —  and the 
poet Nicholas Zrinyi in particular still persisted 
in believing in the resurrection of a united Hun
garian Kingdom; and their perseverance and un
swerving conviction did actually result in achiev
ing that issue not long after the death of the poet. 
After having been under occupation by the Turks 
for more than a century and a half, the greater 
part of Hungary at last achieved its liberation 
from the Ottoman yoke. The West of Europe at 
last shook off its lethargy and sent a large army 
to the assistance of that Hungarian nation which 
had bled so unselfishly in the cause of Western 
Christianity and Western culture. In 1686, with 
the help of the bravery and heroism of Hungarian 
knights and warriors, the Christian army recovered 
the fortress of Buda; and in a few years the 
country was liberated as a whole from the 
dominion of the Crescent. Today too the Hungar
ian nation feels convinced that the West will once 
more hasten to its assistance against those Eastern 
forces which in the winter of 1918 assailed it, and 
with the aid of peaceful means will enable that 
nation to once more fulfil the historic mission de
volving upon it for centuries in the past as the 
breakwater of Western civilisation and culture at 
the gateway of the East.
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P O L I T I C  A L  M O S A I C

ENTHUSIASTIC ECHOES IN HUNGARY OF THE LONDON
CORONATION

The Coronation of King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth, with its brilliant ceremonies was eagerly 
followed by all Hungarians, whose hearts surely beat 
with a keener participation in the rejoicings than did 
those of any other of the nations with sympathies for 
the British nation and Empire.

The act of coronation has not such a deep mean
ing and significance anywhere in Europe as in Eng
land and in Hungary. It is true that in England the 
king on his accession becomes invested with all the 
rights pertaining to royal power, while in Hungary 
the king is not invested with the full rights of royal 
power until the crown is placed on his head. Not till 
then does he become rex legitimus, so that in Hun
gary the act of coronation has not merely a declarative 
but also a constitutional significance in public law. 
But it is also true that in both countries the corona
tion is no mere ceremony as it is elsewhere, but an 
act of public law expressing and throwing into relief, 
with forms and ceremonies dating from the Middle 
Ages, the national purpose of the institution of king- 
ship. As in England the Coronation — today more 
than ever — is a link binding the Empire together 
and a symbol of imperial unity, so in Hungary the 
crown of St. Stephen is the corpus mysticum uniting 
in itself King and Nation. In Europe only these two 
countries have historical constitutions rooted in the 
Middle Ages; this explains why the Royal crown and 
the act of coronation in both are invested with a 
mystical symbolism the like of which does not sur
round the crown or the coronation in any of the 
kingdoms of nineteenth century origin with their 
modern charter constitutions.

The enthusiasm of the Hungarian nation was 
keyed to a higher pitch by the knowledge that Hun
garian blood flows both in King George's and in 
Queen Elizabeth's veins.

More than once in the columns of this paper 
articles have appeared on the subject of Queen Mary's 
descent from the Counts Rhedey, who therefore were 
ancestors of King George VI. Now we shall quote a 
few pasages from an essay by Dr. Alexander Fest, 
privat-docent of the Budapest University and a 
scholar well versed in the subject of the links between 
England and Hungary. The article in question appear
ed in the "Magyarsag" of 4th April, and proves that 
there is a strain of Hungarian blood in Queen 
Elizabeth's veins too.

"We must go back” — writes this eminent scholar 
— "to the eleventh century, to the time of the first 
Hungarian king, St. Stephen, who welcomed to his 
Court the two exiled English princes, last scions of 
the famous dynasty of Alfred the Great. St. Stephen 
with kindly affection provided for the upbringing of 
the orphans. One of the princes died early, but the 
other, Edward, enjoyed the hospitality of the kings 
of Hungary for wellnigh four decades. He married 
and had a family. The name of his wife, concerning 
whose origin English history knows nothing definite, 
was Agatha. In general she is held to have been a 
German princess related to Queen Gizella. But Agatha 
was in reality St. Stephen's daughter; and thus the

daugther of Agatha whose name has been made im
mortal by the veneration accorded by posterity, was 
a granddaughter of our saintly king. This refers to 
St. Margaret, Queen of Scotland, who in that country 
fulfilled a historical mission and became a national 
patron saint. In 1057 Margaret, with her parents and 
her brother and sister, left Hungary for England. 
The prince's family was accbmpanied by several 
Hungarian noblemen, who clung loyally to the family 
even after the Norman Conquest had overthrown 
everything in England. Edward, who had been brought 
up in Hungary and was the last hope of the Anglo- 
Saxon national party, died shortly after his arrival 
in England; and his widow, Agatha, disappointed in 
all her hopes after the Battle of Hastings, at first 
thought of taking refuge with her children in her old 
home Hungary. Accompanied by her loyal Hungarian 
suite she set sail, but a sudden storm of terrific 
violence drove their ship on the coast. They landed 
on Scottish soil. There they made the acquaintance 
of King Malcolm of the Scots, upon whom the beauty 
and gentleness of Margaret made such an impression 
that he asked her hand in marriage. After a certain 
amount of hesitation the princess of Hungarian origin 
consented to be his bride.

With Margaret and her family several Hungarian 
noblemen, as has been said, left this country for 
England in 1057. They must all have been notabilities; 
for we must not forget that Prince Edward was re
called to the land of his fathers in order to ascend 
the throne when the time arrived. It is certain that 
he intended his Hungarian followers to play a distin
guished role at his Court. After his death those Hun
garian noblemen remained loyal to his widow; and 
when Margaret married the king of Scotland they 
settled there, receiving rich rewards and honours. 
Centuries later Scottish chronicles make mention of 
the distinguished Scottish families descending from 
those Hungarian noblemen, and to the present day 
these families have preserved the memory of their 
Hungarian origin. According to medieval chronicles 
the ancestors of the Grifford, Maule, Barthuik, 
Fethikran and Creichtoun families came with Edward 
from Hungary, and a later record mentions yet an
other name: “ Venere etiam ex Ungaria cum Agatha 
complures ut Crychtoun, Fodringhame, Fiffert, Maulis, 
Brothik, et alii: inter quos Bartholomaus Leslie, ge
neris nohilitate animique insita magnitudine prae- 
tans. . . ”

Even thus the list is not complete; it lacks the 
bestknown name, that of the Drummonds. This famous 
family, which claims relationship with the Stuarts, 
traces its origin to a distinguished noble named Geor
gius or Mauritius who — we believe — was the natural 
son of the Hungarian king, Andrew I. A brave man 
with a strong arm was this Hungarian ancestor of the 
Drummonds. It was he who saved Agatha and her 
family when the raging storm drove their ship on the 
coast of Scotland. At Margaret's request Malcolm 
rewarded him with the gift of extensive lands; and it 
was then that he received the name Drummond and a 
Scottish coat-of-arms in which three waves symbolize 
the danger from which he delivered the fugitive family. 
The Drummond family try to establish some connec
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tion between the name and the adventure on the sea 
and in one of Sir Walter Scott's novels — "The Fair 
Maid of Perth" —  we read that the word "dromond" 
means a long boat.

Thus we know of seven distinguished Scottish 
families, clans, in the Middle Ages that traced their 
descent back to the Hungarian followers of the Anglo- 
Saxon Royal Family. These seven families known to 
us by name played such an important role in the 
history of Scotland in the Middle Ages that it is 
natural to suppose that the Bowes-Lyon family must 
have been connected, more than once, with one or 
other of them. And verily with the aid even of the 
extremely meagre data on the point contained in the 
Dictionary of National Biography the fact be establish
ed that in the course of the centuries the Lords of 
Strathmore who were the ancestors of Queen Elizabeth 
became connected by ties of relationship both with 
the Drummonds and with the Maules. It would be of 
interest to make a closer study of the genealogy of 
the ancient Scottish families, for it is certain that a. 
detailed examination of the data on the subject would 
reveal other links of relationship between the Bowes- 
Lyon family and the families of the Hungarian noble
men who settled in Scotland in the eleventh century. 
But for the present the connections mentioned above 
will suffice to prove that we have special reasons to 
rejoice in the coronation of a daughter of an ancient, 
Scottish family on manifold branches of whose family 
tree embrace several Hungarian twigs."

*
Hungary was represented at the London Corona

tion by M. de Kanya, Foreign Minister, General de 
Rapaich and Count Stephen Csaky, Councillor of 
Legation. The Hungarian delegation was received at 
Victoria by the Duke of Kent as representative of 
King George VI, and by the representatives of His 
Majesty's Government and of the Foreign Office. The 
members of the Hungarian delegation were accorded 
every mark of attention during their stay in London. 
Thus on the day of their arrival a dinner was given 
in honour of the Hungarian Foreign Minister by Sir 
Robert Vansittart, Foreign Under-Secretary, and Lady 
Vansittart. M. de Kanya was also among those invited 
to the brilliant State Banquet given by King George 
and Queen Elizabeth in Buckingham Palace, on which 
occasion his partner was the Countess of Cork and 
Orrery. The Earl of Cork and Orrery was Chief 
Armourer to the King at the Coronation ceremony. 
General Ranaich and M, Masirevich, Hungary's 
Minister in London accompanied by Mme Masirevich 
were also present at the State Banquet. During his

stay in London M, de Kanya had the opportunity of 
a lengthy conversation with Mr. Eden and Sir Robert 
Vansittart. The Hungarian delegation was received in 
audience by King George and Queen Elizabeth, the 
Duke and Duchess of Gloucester and the Earl of 
Cromer, Lord Chamberlain being also present. While 
M. de Kanya was in London Captain Clarke of the 
Life Guards and Mr. Hohler, Councillor of Legation, 
were in attendance on him, and on his departure 
accompanied him as far as Dover.

The people of Hungary followed the brilliant 
ceremonies of the London Coronation with respectful 
admiration. There was no private house or public 
place provided with wireless where the relaying of 
the uplifting and thrilling ceremony was not listened 
to with eagerness. Every organ of the Hungarian press 
recorded the events with as much sympathy, and de
voted as much space to them, as if the London 
Coronation had been an event of the most intimate 
importance for Hungary. In what follows we give a 
few extracts from articles in the Hungarian press.

"In the historical pomp of the London Coronation" 
— wrote the semi-offical Budapesti Hirlap — "we 
see a manifestation of the happy dualism of the 
British nature which is capable of uniting in one 
splendid setting tradition and progress, power and 
weakness, wisdom and understanding.”

"We who had no opportunity to see the brilliant 
pageant" — said the most oppositionists of all the 
Hungarian newspapers, the Pesti Hirlap — "drank in 
its inward spiritual beauty, as with beating hearts we 
listened in and with one accord prayed in unison 
with the British nation "God save the King!",”

"Probably from no quarter of the globe did so 
much eager homage, so much affection and emotion 
soeed towards the ancient walls of Westminster as 
from this fragment of St. Stephen's empire” — said 
the Magyarsdg, another opposition paper.

The Pester Lloyd wrote: — "This vital force, this 
power of development which is accompanied by an 
adherence to inherited historical tradition, are the 
foundations of the existence of the great British 
Empire whose day of rejoicing is now being celebrat
ed by all the peoples of the earth, including the Hun
garian nation. May England with her unchangeable 
loyalty to her own self and to the ideals of humanity 
and progress, continue, during what all the nations 
hope will be the long and happy reign of King George 
VI, to flourish and prosper."

— y —

PRESIDENT MIKLAS AND KING VIKTOR EMMANUEL
IN BUDAPEST

Hungary's co-operation with Italy and Austria 
which was laid down in the Rome Protocol sufficiently 
explains the ceremonial yet cordial reception accorded 
by official and non-official Hungary first to President 
and Madame Miklas (May 3—5) and later on (May 
19—22) to King Victor Emmanuel, Queen Elena and

the Princess Maria, The international press has 
published full reports of all the festivities, so we 
shall confine ourselves to the toasts heard at the 
State banquets given in honour of the heads of the two 
friendly countries.

REGENT, HORTHY AND PRESIDENT MIKLAS’S TOASTS
On the occasion of President Miklas's visit Ad- "In your person, Mr. President, we have the

miral Horthy, Regent of Hungary, toasted the former honour to welcome the representative of our neigh- 
with the following speech: hour Austria, — a country which, apart from being
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close to us geographically, has been connected with 
us by centuries of common history and by in
numerable spiritual and economic ties. This com
munity of destiny reaching back many generations 
in the past has found expression in good and in 
evil times alike and has enabled both our peoples 
to inherit and retain intact the noble traditions 
which today make it possible for them to hold 
their own honourably and effectually in the grave 
struggle for life. Shoulder to shoulder we fought 
through the Great War as faithful comrades who 
have inherited all that War's glories and sadness; 
we have passed through serious ordeals to ultima
tely succeed in finding the way leading to a re
vival.

"Heads erect, we read the lessons of the past 
and derive from them the strength to solve the 
questions brought to the surface by the spirit of 
the age and to lead our peoples towards the haven 
of a happier and more peaceful future.

“Our forms of government are different today 
from what they were in the past. Today we are 
living as separate States possessing their full in
dependence. One thing has remained, however, — 
the consciousness of a profound and unalterable 
community of destiny.

“An important pillar of the policy of our two 
States — a policy making for peaceful develop
ment — is the agreement concluded with the King
dom and Empire of Italy expressed outwardly in 
the Rome Protocols. These Protocols have already 
produced gratifying results and have become one 
of the most important factors in the work of re
construction in the Danube Basin. I find the friend
ship with the mighty German Empire to be also a 
foretoken of a better future.

"It is my dearest wish that Austria and Hun
gary should be the corner-stone of the future peace
ful and auspicious development of both countries.

"Mr. President, on one occasion you said that 
"a people which forgets the great services of its 
forbears, has no future". That we shall never do.

"I raise my glass to the health of the Federal 
President and of his Consort and to the prosperity 
of the Austrian Federal State."

To the toast spoken by the Regent of Hungary 
President Miklas replied as follows:

"The warm words of hearty welcome addressed 
to me by Your Serene Highness in the name of the 
noble Hungarian nation, have given me great pleas
ure, as has the incomparably cordial welcome ex
tended to me during my journey through your 
lovely country and here in your magnificent royal 
city of Budapest. I beg to express to Your Serene 
Highness my most heartfelt thanks, I am fully 
conscious of the fact that Your words of welcome 
were addressed primarily to the representative of 
Austria, — of the Austria which has been so 
closely connected with Hungary by centuries of 
common history and common destiny, by ancient 
cultural ties and by a natural affinity of interests. 
It is therefore no mere chance that the first journey

M AY, 1937

out of Austria made by me in my capacity as Head 
of the Federal State of Austria should bring me to 
Hungary, whither I have come, not only to return 
the visit to Austria of Your Serene Highness and 
Your August Consort, but to be able to give out
ward expression also to the sincere and cordial 
feelings of the Austrian people for the Hungarian 
nation, which has since time immemorial been 
bound to Austria by the ties of a well-tried friend
ship and of a common destiny.

"I quite agree with what Your Serene High
ness said in this connection about our peoples 
having stuck together loyally during centuries and 
— last, not least — about the Hungarian and 
Austrian soldiers having shown a spirit of faith
ful comradeship in days of gravest ordeals and 
stood the test of the Great War itself. That is why, 
immediately after my arrival in Budapest — im
mediately after my most impressive reception in 
your city — I went first to the Cenotaph com
memorating the heroism of Hungary's dead soldier 
sons. My heart filled with gratitude and my soul 
was stirred within me as I stood before the superb 
monument to those heroes who in the great struggle 
of worlds died bravely, not only for their own Hun
garian fatherland, but shoulder to shoulder with 
their comrades in defence also of my native land.

“Since then world-events of momentous signi
ficance have swept over our countries. But even 
amid the misfortunes and calamities and deep hum- 
ilations to which he have been subjected by an 
arbitrary spirit of misunderstanding defying the 
vital requirements and the history of the free 
Christian peoples living in the Danube Basin, — 
clinging to our noble traditions and learning the 
lessons of the past —, under quite novel forms and 
reciprocally acknowledging one another’s national 
independence, we are nevertheless finding the 
strength to solve, with the help of God, the formid
able problems of a new age and to lead our peoples 
on the way to a better and brighter future. We 
must find peace and security and the pledge of the 
lasting peaceful and auspicious evolution of our 
countries and the whole Basin of the Danube in the 
consciousness that in pursuing undauntedly our 
policy directed under all circumstances towards 
bringing about a peaceful evolution — while we 
cling unswervingly to our inalienable liberty and 
right of self-determination — we may count also 
on the invaluable co-operation of Italy, which 
country is bound to us by treaties of friendship 
and by the Rome Protocols, and reckon in addition 
on the friendly relations existing between our 
countries and the German Empire.

"May the friendship between Hungary and 
Austria — in the service of true and real peace — 
prove of advantage both to our peoples and to the 
life of the world at large! That is the dearest wish 
of my heart: and I beg to express my sincerest 
gratitude to Your Serene Highness and — in this 
my toast spoken in the name of Austria — to the 
whole Hungarian nation too."

NICHOLAS HORTHY’S AND VIKTOR EMMANUEL HI’S TOASTS
Nicholas Horthy toasted Victor Emmanuel III. 

with the following speech;
"Your Majesty, On this occasion, when I have 

the honour to welcome to the capital of Hungary 
the ruler of the friendly Italian nation in the person 
of Your Majesty, it is with deep emotion that I 
convey to Your Majesty the joy of the whole Hun
garian nation over Your Majesty's visit and the

sincere respect and affection with which the nation 
welcomes Your Majesty, along with Her Majesty 
the Queen and Empress and the Princess Maria, 
Your Majesty's visit is an occasion for joy to every 
Hungarian heart, and I am happy that it has af
forded me — and not me alone, but also every in
habitant of this country — an opportunity of giving 
renewed expression to the traditional sympathy
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and warm friendship with which we have always re
garded the great Italian nation.

"These feelings of the Hungarian nation are 
not new ones. The many ties which in the course 
of history have drawn the two nations into closer 
friendship, have their origin in the far distant past. 
When the Hungarians on their migrations came to 
rest in Pannonia, which at that time belonged to 
the sphere of Roman civilisation, and settled in the 
Danube Basin, they instinctively turned towards the 
cradle of Western civilisation, towards Rome, the 
Eternal City, and therewith laid the foundations of 
a mutual intercourse lasting for centuries during 
which Hungary drank deeply of Italy's copious in- 
telectual sources, becoming not only the carrier and 
disseminator of western civilisation, but also its 
self-sacrifising defender,

"In the near past, in one of the saddest eras 
of Hungarian national existence, it was the Italian 
nation that first held out a friendly hand and re
cognizing a historical community of interests, lar
gely contributed towards the fact that Hungary soon 
came to be a ponderable factor in international 
politics. We shall never cease to remember this.

“ In recent years the two countries have co
operated closely in the sphere of international 
politics. The firm and natural basis of this co-ope
ration is a concurrence of ideas coupled with mutual 
aims and interests. The constructive policy the 
fundamental principles of which, together with our 
mutual friend Austria, we laid down in the Rome 
Protocol, has already proved succesful, and I be
lieve not only that it will continue in an ever in
creasing degree to promote the welfare of the na
tions, but that it will also, with the collaboration 
of the powerful German Reich, prove a strong pil
lar of real and lasting peace and of a harmonious 
co-operation among the nations. Your Majesty's 
visit is a fresh pledge of this policy and the friend
ship between Italy and Hungary.

“May I be allowed to hope that during your 
brief sojourn Your Majesty has felt the sincere 
friendship and affection entertained by the Hun
garian nation for the great Italian people. The ex
traordinary results produced in every field of na
tional life in Italy during Your Majesty's wise reign 
and under the leadership of Italy's sage Premier 
have filled every Hungarian with the greatest ad
miration,

“With an expression of the hope that well- 
deserved success may continue to crown the splen
did efforts of Your Majesty’s people, I drink to the 
health of Your Royal and Imperial Majesty, of Her 
Majesty, Queen and Empress Elena, and all the 
members of the Royal Family and to the welfare 
and prosperity of our friends the Italian people," 

Victor Emmanuel replied to this toast as follows:
"Your Highness, the Regent of Hungary, The 

warm of welcome addressed by your Highness to 
the Queen and Empress, myself and the Princess 
Maria have found a spontaneous echo in our hearts.

"The moment we crossed the Hungarian frontier 
we were mowed by feelings of deep emotion, for 
we were enveloped by the noble spirit of the Hun
garian nation and felt the loyal and chivalrous 
throb of the Hungarian heart.

"A  few months ago the Italian nation wel
comed, with the same deep emotion, the worthy 
Guardian of the glorious and ancient crown of St. 
Stephen in the person of your Highness. We wel
comed the man who with so much wisdom, such 
great devotion, guides the Hungarian people towards 
the high destiny ordained for them by history and

the elevated place to which their culture entitles 
them,

"The warm welcome extended to us, the friend
ly atmosphere in which our visit took place, the 
affectionate participation of the whole Hungarian 
nation in our reception: all these things serve to 
strengthen and seal the deep and firm friendship 
existing between the two countries which was rati
fied by our first agreement in 1927.

“The many links that have bound the Hunga
rian and Italian nations to one another during the 
centuries, links to which your Highness has made 
referrence in such noble words, have been but 
strengthened by time and events, until in the Rome 
Protocol they have been welded into a firm eco
nomic and political construction in which mutual 
aims and interests blend in a harmonious co
operation.

“This policy which the favourable experience 
of three years justifies and the foundations of which 
were laid down by our two countries in conjunction 
with Austria, can already boast of beneficial results 
in its own sphere of activity. With Germany's will
ing co-operation it proves daily more effective, for 
it is free of any attempt at seclusion and is open 
to further development in the interest of European 
stability and peaceful co-existence.

"But peaceful co-existence and stability cannot 
be achieved otherwise than with persevering work 
inspired by good-will and a mutual understanding 
of right and justice.

"The unforgettable manifestation of sympathy 
and noble sentiments which have followed us during 
our sojourn in Hungary prove that Hungary, whose 
energy has never failed her throughout the centur
ies because the nation possesses inexhaustable 
sources of vital force and cultural values, feels that 
in Fascist and Imperial Italy, which not only in 
Europe but also all the world over has fully re
gained the consciousness of her greatness, she has 
a friend upon whom she can rely.

"In the name of this friendship and with the 
sincere and genuine pleasure felt by me in the 
splendid reception accorded by your beautiful capi
tal I raise my glass to the health of Your Highness 
and Her Highness Madame Horthy as well as to 
the happiness and prosperity of the noble and 
strong Hungarian nation."

*
As regards the political significance of the two 

visits, it will suffice to point out that President Miklas 
was accompanied by Chancellor Schuschnigg and King 
Victor Emmanuel by Count Ciano. According to the 
communique issued corcerning the conservation that 
took place between Count Ciano on the one hand and 
Premier Daranyi and M. de Kanya on the other, all 
the problems of the day were discussed in the most 
friendly spirit, particularly Central Europe's political 
and economic problems. Both visits afforded opportu
nities for a militarv display in which the Hungarian 
army of National Defence (which though it is very 
small thanks to the intolerable provisions of the 
Treaty of Trianon has nevertheless faithfully guarded 
the ancient military virtues of the Hungarian nation) 
marched past the heads of the two friendly States. 
Both displays made a great impression on the specta
tors. especially on the members of foreign diplomatic 
staffs nd their military attaches. President Mikla's 
appearance in the Hungarian Parliament and the ex- 
chnge of telegrams between the Speakers of the two 
countries' legislative bodies also contributed to a 
strengthening of the links of fiendship between Austria 
and Hungary and Hungary and Italy.
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THE HUNGARIAN NATION INSISTS ON LEGITIMATE
DEMAND FOR REVISION
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In connection with M. Hodza's Danube plan, 
which may be considered to have failed, Czech pro
paganda has of late been spreading reports to the 
efefct that Hungary, in exchange for military equality 
and a settlement of the minority question, is willing 
to renounce her legitimate demand for territorial 
revision. In particular Premier Daranyi's speech in

Szeged has been interpreted to mean that. The follow
ing statements made by Premier Daranyi, Count 
Eethlen, former Premier, and M. Eckhardt, leader of 
the biggest Opposition party, should, it is hoped, suf
fice to make Prague propaganda stop, for the present 
at least, spreading reports of a like nature.

DR. DARANYI:

“THERE IS NO HUNGARIAN WHO DOES NOT STEADFASTLY BELIEVE 
THAT THE INJUSTICES OF TRIANON WILL BE REDRESSED"

Dr. Coloman Daranyi's statement to the repre
sentative of the “Popolo d'ltalia". The interview ran 
as follows:

"Does your Excellency believe that the injustices 
of Trianon will be redressed?"

“ You will not find a single Hungarian — replied 
Dr. Daranyi — who does not steadfastly believe 
that the injustices of Trianon will be redressed. Not 
only are we convinced that justice must triumph, we 
are also convinced that a civilized nation which for 
centuries has been the bulwark of western Christian
ity cannot be kept for long in a defenceless state, 
deprived of the right to exist and the possibility 
of progress."

“Would you be kind enough to state Hungary's 
demands?"

“ In terms of real politics Hungary's demands 
Site: recognition of her equality, recognition and 
realization of the rights of the Hungarian national 
minorities in the Succession States, without pre
judice to the question of a peaceful revision of the 
Trianon frontiers."

"Does your Excellency think there is any possi
bility of a peaceful readjustment of the frontiers?"

"I am convinced there is, now that numerous 
advocates of peaceful revision are to be found 
among the politicians of the different countries all 
the world oven."

"In your opinion, will it be possible to create 
a lasting state of peace in Central Europe?"

“For the last seventeen years Hungary has al
ways sought peace. She has not shown animosity 
towards any country, including the States of the 
Little Entente. If Hungary is allowed to take her 
place at the conference table on an equal footing 
and if her modest and natural demands meet with 
recognition on the other side, we see no reason 
why the Danubian States should not co-operate in 
the field of economy, later perhaps in that of 
politics, and why the real peace and security which 
from the bottom of our hearts we all desire should 
not be established in the Danube Valley. We are 
loathe to renounce the hope that those on the other 
side will come to a more reasonable frame of mind 
and that, alongside with a mutual recognition of 
one another’s economic and political interests, it 
will be possible to achieve a much-desired re
conciliation."

COUNT STEPHEN BETHLEN:

“ NO RE-CONSTRUCTION IS CONCEIVABLE UNTIL THE PEACE 
TREATIES HAVE BEEN REVISED"

After having interviewed several leading Ruman
ian and Czech personalities Mr. Mark Eli Ravage, 
the eminent American journalist, recently had a con
versation with Count Stephen Bethlen, who for ten 
years was Premier of Hungary, the interview being 
published in the columns of the Paris ”Le Soir”.

British and American public opinion will be 
interested primarily in the statements made by Count 
Bethlen respecting the roles of Great Britain and 
America as factors in international politics.

“Great Britain and America” — Count Bethlen 
declared — “must refrain from taking any part in 
the quarrels of the European Continent. Their 
natural role is to act as arbitrators between France 
and Germany, seeing that the primary causes of all 
the unrest and uncertainty prevailing in Europe 
are the differences separating those two countries. 
I trust — indeed, I feel convinced — that the 
object of the armaments policy of Great Britain 
is to enable Great Britain to occupy a position of 
arbitrator in this ancient controversy or feud — 
not to enable her to throw in her lot with either 
of the two Parties."

In answer to a question put by the American

journalist as to the truth of the rumours regarding 
the scheme of forming a "New Little Entente" consist
ing of Czecho-Slovakia, Austria and Hungary, — 
rumours which add that the real object of the recent 
visit to Budapest of the President of the Austrian 
Republic was to prevail upon Hungary to agree to the 
scheme — , the Hungarian statesman replied to the 
following effect:

"I am quite sure that there is no talk of any 
such scheme. The reason why President Miklas was 
accompanied by Chancellor Schuschnigg and 
Secretary of State Schmidt was that those states
men desired to avail themselves of this opportunity 
to inform the Hungarian Government of the 
character and substance of the negotiations carried 
on by them in Venice with Signor Mussolini and 
Count Ciano. No discussions of the kind mentioned 
by you were held in Budapest, — merely inform
ative conversations. No doubt the rumours you 
refer to were due to the circumstance that not 
long ago certain negotiations were carried on be
tween the Czecho-Slovak authorities and the 
Deputies respecting the Hungarian minorities living 
in Czecho-Slovakia."
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Mr. Ravage observed that during Easter Week 
M. Hodza, Czecho-Slovak Premier, had paid an un
official visit to Chancellor Schuschnigg in Vienna. In 
reply Count Bethlen made the following statements: 

“That is true: but it must not be forgotten that 
the Czechs and the Austrians have a common 
problem of their own — that of their relations with 
Germany: and no doubt those two countries do 
discuss this problem periodically. Our case is how
ever quite different, Austria has never had any 
difficulties with Bohemia such as those which exist 
today between Czecho-Slovakia and Hungary. For 
that very reason any triple agreement such as you 
refer to is quite out of the question for the present 
or indeed in the near future."

The Hungarian statesman then once more ener
getically repudiated the rumours relating to 'the 
establishment of some “New Little Entente”. His 
answer to this question ran as follows:

"No negotiations of the kind could possibly 
be carried on by us without our notifying Italy at 
once under the Rome Pact — or indeed without 
Rome notifying Berlin.’’

Then followed a quick succession of questions 
and answers:

"Is there not a decided movement in evidence” 
— asked Mr. Ravage — "to bring about a union of 
the Danube on a new basis?"

"Undoubtedly” —  answered Count Bethlen — 
"it is becoming more and more evident that people 
in all the neighbouring States feel that the present 
condition of reciprocal isolation is absurd, seeing 
that the lack of unity leaves all those States alike 
at the mercy of their mighty neighbours. But there 
cannot be any talk of any re-construction — no re
construction is indeed conceivable — until the 
peace treaties are subjected to revision.’’

“To me" — said Mr. Ravage — "it seems that 
to-day France might be inclined to follow the advice 
given to Napoleon by Talleyrand when he said that 
if there were no Habsburg Empire, then one would 
have to be made — perhaps without the Habsburgs.” 

"It may be" — answered Bethlen — "that 
there are a few enlightened Frenchmen who feel 
the need for such an Empire; but there is not a 
trace of any feeling of the kind at the Quai d’Orsay. 
For fifteen years Briand and his successors had a 
free hand and were able — without either Germany 
or Italy being in a position to check them — to do 
what they liked in the Danube Basin: nevertheless, 
not the remotest attempt was ever made to effect 
any re-construction such as that referred to by you.”

"By your leave, Your Excellency, I must beg to 
differ; for so far as I remember Briand made repeated 
efforts in that direction.”

“That is true” , said Bethlen: "but the Little 
Entente always refused to entertain the idea. The 
foreign policy of France has never been able to use 
its own discretion in the Danube Basin and to 
listen to the dictates of common sense and do what 
was needed; for that foreign policy has been 
dominated by France’s small allies. Just remember 
what the English oroverbial saying tells us about 
"the tail wagging the dog".”

“Your Excellency, you are of opinion that the 
Little Entente is still in existence?”

"Of course. It is as firm as ever — as against 
Hungary.”

"On this point, Your Excellency, you appear to 
agree v/ith the Rumanian Foreign Minister, M. Anton- 
escu. In the course of my conversation with the 
Czecho-Slovak Foreign Minister, M. Krofta, however,

I certainly experienced a spirit of far better under
standing in respect of Hungary.”

"In theory, perhaps" — said Bethlen — "the 
feeling in Prague is more conciliatory towards 
Hungary. There is nothing new about that. During 
my term of office as Premier of Hungary the 
Czechs — both Dr. Masaryk and Dr. Benes — on 
three separate occasions certainly gave us to under
stand that they were ready to settle differences by 
friendly agreement with us. However, when matters 
took a serious turn, it all came to nothing, — or 
at least nothing of any practical use ever came 
of it."

"Your Excellency, may I ask what you mean by 
“ thing of practical use” ?"

"What I mean is territorial revision."
"Do you, Sir, as a practical statesman, really 

believe in the possibility of such a thing happening? 
Is there any instance in world history of a country 
having peacefully and voluntarily surrendered a single 
square inch?”

"Why, certainly” — was Count Bethlen’s 
answer. “To quote only one instance: in 1914 and 
1915 Austria-Hungary was quite ready and pre
pared to make territorial concessions to Italy for 
the purpose of preventing Italy fron joining the 
Entente Powers."

“Yes" — said Mr. Ravage — "but that was in 
time of war."

"During the discussion of the West-Hungary 
question between Austria and Hungary, Czecho
slovakia, in order to prevent trouble, offered to 
give Hungary compensation out of her own 
territory” — answered Count Bethlen: “ I admit
that it was a question of insignificant concessions. 
We are charged with keeping the Danube Basin 
in a state of permanent unrest as a consequence 
of our revisionist action.

"As a matter of fact it is the Little Entente 
Powers that have — both in letter and in spirit — 
one-sidedly revised the treaties signed by them in 
contravention of the idea in the mind of President 
Wilson when he succeeded in getting Article 19 of 
the Covenant of the League of Nations separated 
from Article 10. They have been very careful to 
simply shelve Article 19, which affords a possibility 
of a peaceful revision of the territorial provisions; 
while they have declared as sacred and inviolable 
Article 10, which deals with the guaranteeing of 
the present frontiers and was accepted by Pre- 
nident Wilson only because it was neutralised by 
Article 19.”

"Your Excellency," — interrupted Mr. Ravage — 
“7 should like to go back just for a moment to the 
Rome Protocol. In the present fluid state of Europe 
it is impossible to tell in advance whether the agree
ments concluded yesterday between the several States 
will be still in force tomorrow? can we still regard 
the Rome agreements as standing firm? Italy is com
ing to terms with Hungary's enemies — yesterday 
with Yugoslavia, tomorrow perhaps with Rumania — 
despite the consultative stipulations?”

"That does not give us the slightest anxiety” 
— declared Count Stephen Bethlen. “ Italy certainly 
consulted Hungary before completing her negotia
tions with Belgrade. And we had no objections.”

"Still" — said Mr. Ravage — "there is no deny
ing the fact that Italy’s hands are tied in the event of 
any differences of opinion between Hungary and
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Yugoslavia. Your Excellency, do you believe that the 
Rome protocols still ensure Hungary protection?"

‘‘Between Hungary and her neighbours" — 
answered Count Bethlen — "there are no acute 
differences of opinion. Our endeavours are confined 
to improving the lot of the Hungarian minorities 
living in Yugoslavia and Rumania and to establish
ing more favourable commercial relations with 
those countries."

"What about Czecho-Slovakia?"
"With Czecho-Slovakia too. In that country the 

minority question is far less acute than in the two 
other countries. On the other hand, however, our 
commercial relations with Yugoslavia and Rumania 
are far more favourable, seeing that those countries 
do not possess any really big industries, the result 
being that they purchase industrial products — in 
particular agricultural machinery and implements 
— from Hungary."

Mr. Ravage was determined not to change the 
subject. " The Italo-Yugoslav agreement is indubitably 
double-edged" — he said. "While on the one hand 
we may say that Rome now offers Hungary less pro
tection, on the other hand Czecho-Slovakia is no 
longer able to reckon without fail on her Little 
Entente Allies hastening to her assistance. What do 
you think would happen, Your Excellency, if Czecho
slovakia were attacked by a Great Power?"

"So far as Rumania and Yugoslavia are con
cerned" — answered Count Bethlen — “ nothing at 
all. They would simply leave Czecho-Slovakia to 
her fate — pleading as pretext that they needed 
time to raise their armies to a war footing, or some
thing of the sort. Czecho-Slovakia isolated herself 
when she followed the example of France and 
concluded a mutual assistance treaty with Soviet 
Russia. In Central Europe nobody likes Russia.

"The Yugoslavs and the Rumanians distrust 
her and are afraid of her. In the event of a war — 
even if that war ended in the victory of Czecho
slovakia —, Czecho-Slovakia, having been assisted 
by the Soviet, would be unable to retain her 
character as a democratic State. Her institutions 
would be unable to resist the process of bolshevik- 
isation."

"Your Ezcellency, do you believe there is any 
bolshevism left in Soviet Russia?" asked Mr, Ravage. 
"Today the Soviet Union has also a democratic con
stitution. If I were afraid of bolshevism, I should be 
more afraid of what is happening today in Germany. 
To my mind Hitler — against his own will — is 
paving the way for a social revolution in the very 
heart of Europe.”

"That is not the case" — declared Count Beth
len. "Germany has been ruined by the Treaty of 
Versailles, by the inflation that followed and by

terrible misery resulting — not by Hitler. The 
economic situation in Germany is better today than 
it was four years ago. In Germany today no one is 
without work."

"But the work being done is artificial and de
structive", objected Mr. Ravage. "A  few days ago a 
Hungarian personality occupying a very high position 
who is very well informed — a personality who, I 
believe, is Your Excellency's political ally (here the 
American journalist was no doubt alluding to Dr. 
Tibor Eckhardt), during an interview granted to me 
told me that as a consequence of the British arma
ments programme and the shortage of raw materials 
Germany was threatened with the danger of her war 
industry being checked and of a consequent return of 
unemployment."

"I believe that is a mistake", declared Count 
Bethlen. "Germany's industrial activity is not con
fined to war industries. Her peaceful industries 
are also thriving. In any case Germany is socially 
a perfect balance of classes, whereas Russia. . .  
Oh, please don’t think I am a "Nazi"! 1 am nothing 
of the kind!!"

"To me" — interrupted Mr. Ravage — "it seems 
that Count Stephen Bethlen who passed through 
his political apprenticeship during the days of the 
Triple Alliance, has retained a sufficient partiality for 
Germany to enable him to forgive her even for having 
adopted teachings which he does not approve, while 
the aversion for Russia which is traditional with him 
has been enhanced by the class hatred provoked by 
the revolution in Russia."

“Even if the British armaments programme did 
actually result in a shortage of raw materials," — 
continued Count Bethlen — "that would certainly 
not prevent Germany being able to acquire what 
she wanted. Between 1914 and 1918 the Central 
Powers were under a really serious, conscious and 
effectual blockade. And yet Germany and Austria- 
Hungary proved able to keep things going for four 
years."

"Quite true", said Mr. Ravage, "But we must not 
forget that at that time Germany had at her disposal 
supplies accumulated during long years of peaceful 
prosperity, whereas that is not the case today."

“ I am fully convinced", rejoined Count Bethlen, 
“ that unless she is driven to face a fresh ring of 
isolation Germany has not the slightest intention 
of attacking France. That is why Barthou was 
guilty of a grave blunder when he revived the 
alliance with Russia. France really need not con
centrate her endeavours on an attempt to isolate 
Germany by means of divers systems of alliances. 
In 1914 it was the Russian alliance that plunged 
France into war with Germany. The Great War 
was caused, not by Germany, but by Russia. The 
attempt at Serajevo was the work of St. Peters
burg."

DR. ECKHARDT:

“THE POLICY OF REVISION IS A RATIONAL, HUMAN AND EUROPEAN
POLICY"

At the invitation of the "General Alliance of 
Hungarian University and High School Students" Dr. 
Tibor Eckhardt, leader of the biggest Opposition 
party, delivered a lecture on revision in Miskolc on 
May 5th. What follows is the most noteworthy part 
of his address.

"More than once, when reproached by leading 
factors and journalists abroad that we are disturb
ing the peace of Europe by our demands for re
vision, I have told them that the only policy of 
peace in Hungary is the policy of revision. For if 
the policy of peaceful revision becomes impossible;
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if the nation is forced to the conclusion that there 
is no chance of its realizing its national ideals by 
peaceful means, by international co-operation, then 
no other way is left for us to choose but the way 
of a policy of war. I am an unswerving fighter for, 
and adherent of, the policy of revision because it 
is a national, human and European policy.

"The full weight of responsibility lies on the 
other side. If this policy is powerless to attain its 
aims, we are not to blame. To those abroad who 
advise us to pretend to acquiesce in the Peace 
Treaties and reap the benefit of advantageous com
mercial treaties and transactions, my reply is that 
we Hungarians cannot pursue a policy of reserva
tions. We are an honest nation and what we pro
mise we perform.

"What we want is a peaceful agreement with 
our neighbours. We do not want a policy of re
servations; but we demand what is ours by right 
and that claim satisfied we can be counted on for 
peaceful, friendly and sincere support.

"The success of the British Empire is due to 
the practical sense with which it adapts itself to 
the demands, and solves the problems, of everyday 
life. Its budget and its administration are elastic. 
The leading idea in Hungary's history has been 
exactly the opposite. Our existence as a nation for 
a period of more than a thousand years was due 
to the fact that we never gave way to the pressure 
brought to bear on us over and over again. Ours 
is a nation that through the whole course of its

history has set an example of intransigent non
adaptation.

"During the 150 years of Turkish occupation, 
for instance, in order to preserve the idea of legal 
continuity the nation met twice a year at the 
various municipal council meetings. Then the waves 
of the Turkish conquest had receded and the in
habitants who had fled began to return home again, 
they were able to take up life where they had left 
it. in this characteristic lies our great strength.

"Should we out of opportunism or for the 
sake of appearances acquiesce in the situation 
created by Trianon, we should be denying our 
national traits, and there would be no hope of a 
resurrection. Just as after 1849 the nation was 
steadfast in its passive resistance and therewith 
forced the Austrian Empire to compromise, we too 
with our theoretical revision policy will force our 
neighbours to give us the possibility of an honour
able agreement even in the face of the Treaty of 
Trianon."

“ In my address I have given you a brief sum
mary of the prospects of revision policy today and 
of the factors capable of promoting our aims. From 
what has been said it follows logically that we in 
Dismembered Hungary desire to work for peaceful 
revision by an organic extension and agreements.

"W e must not .be drawn into a policy of 
alliances. What we need is not alliances but friend
ships."

—  y  —

SIR RAYMOND BEAZLEY ON THE HUNGARIAN
QUESTION

The May number of the "Contemporary Review” 
contains an exceedingly noteworthy essay on the 
Hungarian question by Sir Raymond Beazley, D. Litt., 
certain passages of which are quoted below.

"Instead of consolidating truly national entities, 
the peacemakers here formed dominions with very com
posite characters and very questionable features. Mil
lions of people of alien race, proud of their race and 
their culture (their own higher race and culture, as 
they often passionately believed), were, without mercy 
or appeal, swept into these new states. No self-de
termination, no plebiscite, no really adequate safe
guards of minority rights — in so many cases. Was 
Lord Newton quite wrong when he declared in the 
House of Lords that the Peace Treaties had pushed 
down some twelve millions of Europeans from Higher 
to Lower Civilisation? Might he not have put the 
figure even higher?"

"In many ways and in thousands of cases (it is 
claimed by the Magyars) these provisions have been 
weakened, evaded, and even nullified. The Hungarian 
language — is it allowed free course in the annexed 
regions? Has not the Hungarian Press in those lands 
been cowed and broken by censorship and confisca
tion? Are not Hungarian notices and signs severely 
restricted? Are not persons harassed in many ways 
who speak Hungarian? In particular, is not the stage 
in many parts of these alienated lands almost closed 
to Hungarian players? In education have not the New 
Governments constantly refused to allow the parents 
to decide what was the mothertongue of the children,

thus forcing the latter into schools which were ab
horrent to their parents? Strong attacks have also 
been made (by the spokesmen of these National 
Minorities) on the conduct of the examinations, in 
which, it is asserted, Magyar candidates have been 
“ failed" with suspicious frequency. Why should one 
in four, one in three, or even one in two, among these 
young folk, in certain years and in certain districts, 
be rejected, while among the little ones of dominant 
races failures are so much more rare?

In religion, especially, strong condemnation has 
come from external observers. Thus the American 
Unitarian Association and the Presbyterian World 
Union, through their Commissions of Investigation, 
gave very substantial support to many of the Hun
garian grievances, the Presbyterians even declaring 
that none of the treaty rights provided for minorities 
in the annexed or "detached” territories were respect
ed. Brutality and even terrorism, these Americans 
thought, often characterised the new rule.

Once firmly established in power and possession 
(which is nine-tenths of the law) the Succession States 
(it is said) discharged, rendered homeless, and often 
expelled, the old Hungarian officials, even those who 
took the new oath of allegiance with all possible 
circumspection. And they usually refused (a measure 
of especial harshness) to continue pensions to Hun
garian pensioners, even to widows. Such, at least, is 
the gravamen. The Hungarian landowners, once so 
important and powerful a class, complain bitterly of
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the cruel cunning with which they have been extruded. 
In one and all of the Succession States (they protest) 
an initial process of harassing and squeezing was 
applied to them. Then by a Land Reform Act the law 
was skilfully brought into play against them, and 
in most cases they were only too glad to dispose of 
their properties, though often with ruinous loss. On 
the land thus acquired veritable Plantations of Ulster 
were carried out, and Czech, Serb, or Rumanian 
military settlers were put in occupation — frequently 
of districts historically and strongly Magyar in 
character.

No less ruthless in many cases was the treatment 
of Hungarian banks and factories, financial, industrial, 
and commercial undertakings, in the detached ter
ritories. By the Minority Contracts the Succession 
States were forbidden to deprive the dwellers in the 
detached territories of their citizen-rights. But Trianon 
itself (at the instance, it is said, of these very Suc
cession States) gave a loophole for evasion by the 
provision that only those were entitled to the new 
citizenship who belonged to the commune of a town 
or village. Taking advantage of this and of the vague, 
complicated, and even equivocal character of only too 
much Hungarian legislation, the new governments 
succeeded in excluding from citizenship many 
thousands of Magyars. In many of the annexed 
regions, as in Slovak-Land, the Hungarian Minority 
really extended far beyond Magyar speech and blood. 
In Slovakia indeed, as in certain parts of Transylvania 
(if we reckon by sympathy, the "citizenship of the 
heart"), it is no Minority, after all, but the great bulk 
of the people of the soil.

I have known some enthusiastic leaders of Czech 
nationalism, and I well remember how they deplored, 
away back in 1902—3, the Magyar affinities of those 
Slovaks, racially cousins or brothers of the Bohemian 
Czechs, but politically and culturally inclined (for 
the most part) to cling fast to the Hungarian con
nection which had so long, and on the whole, so 
happily and so prosperously subsisted.

Since their separation from Magyarorszag the 
Slovaks appear more and more to regret it; to deplore 
any spurts of ill-temper against their old allegiance 
in the past; to reaffirm their essential Hungarian 
sympathies; and to demand a free plebiscite. "For a 
thousand years the Slovaks loved their Hungarian 
hom e. , .  They were always loyal to their [Magyar] 
Sovereign. . .  They never shewed any political con
sanguinity with us Czechs, and even in their literature 
they severed themselves from us." So wrote a pro
minent Bohemian, decades before Trianon or the 
Great War. And it is just the same now. The Czechs 
(says a representative foreign journalist) insist that 
they and the Slovaks are one and the same nation: 
the Slovaks deny it. Yet surely Slovak consent is 
essential to this marriage?

In Transylvania — as in the Banat, and some 
other districts of the south, though not in Croatia — 
there also appears to be a formidable Hungarian case, 
although the details of the problem are here so dif
ferent. In this Erdely (at the time of Trianon; about 
1928; and at the present date) there was and is a 
majority, but surely only a small one, of the Rumanian 
race. The great block of Szekely (Szekler) Hungarians 
and the lesser block of Saxon Germans (34.3 per cent.
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and 8.7 per cent.) together accounted for 43 cent, of 
the population. These facts hardly entitled peace- 
dictators and map-makers, without plebiscite, to hand 
over the entire region to Rumania. When and where 
could you get a clearer case for a vote?

But considerable regions to the west of Transyl
vania or Erd6ly were also alienated from Magyar
orszag, and presented to the Bucarest Government. 
And here the Rumanians had less than their Tran
sylvanian preponderance. So that, looking at the whole 
area of Rumanian annexation from Hungary, the 
Rumanian race could claim only 43 per cent. — as 
against 35 Hungarian, 11 German, and some 10 per 
cent, of Ruthenians, Serbs, and Slovaks. Hardly a 
position for sweeping detachment and sweeping ab
sorption of the whole of this vast block — except on 
the principle No Pity for Hungary. There was one 
way, and surely only one way, of settling matters 
justly, solidly, and peacefully, in the lands of the 
Dual Monarchy, at the end of the war. And that was 
self-determination. "He is of age, ask him. Let him 
speak for himself." An American observer bluntly 
expresses what almost inevitably springs to the mind 
of so many as a hope, a fear, a sad reflection, or an 
impartial concession to irrefutable evidence: The
Little Entente Nations did not dare to submit to 
plebiscitary decisions.

Yet such decisions were vehemently urged, from 
the Hungarian side, and from others, in 1919. And a 
French statesman, Millerand, as the official spokes
man for the Trianon decisions, gave a typical answer. 
The Allied Powers "perceived with certainty that this 
consultation" (of a plebiscite) "would not give results 
substantially different from those . . .  arrived at after 
. . .  minute study . , . "  Hence the Powers considered it 
"superfluous to consult the population in this direc
tion.” The Hungarian objection was declared ground
less, and was set aside, with great composure. How 
much more frankly, intelligently, and honourably does 
Tardieu, an enemy of shams and side pretences, go 
to the heart of the batter. "We had to choose between 
a plebiscite and the founding of Czechoslovakia." We 
had to choose between a plebiscite (he might have 
added) and such aggrendisement of Rumania and 
Serbia as we desired."

Happily the present moment is not without some 
brighter indications, even for the suffering minorities 
of the old Dual Monarchy. On February 19th, 1937, 
an Agreement was concluded dealing with the rights 
of the German element in Czechoslovakia. And by 
this Agreement most important concessions were 
made. The Germans were henceforward to participate 
in the administration in proportion to their numbers 
— a proportion fixed at 23 per cent. In public ex
penditure the Germans would now be considered pro
portionately, and in this connection German Ministers 
of State in the Czech Government would have powers 
of supervision. Special provision was made for aiding 
German cultural institutions, and for checking un
employment. And the law prohibiting the official use 
of the German language in Czechoslovakia virtually 
disappeared. May such an understanding be soon 
concluded also on the Hungarian side of the Great 
Bohemia Problem, and may it be imitated in Rumania 
and Great Serbia. "Four millions of Hungarians live 
outside the present frontiers of Hungary." And more 
than half of these live only just outside, and could 
be restored to their native land by slight adjustment 
of the border zones.
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PRAGUE’S AMBITIOUS DREAM OF A CZECHO-SLOVAK-
POLISH-LAUSITZ-SLAV EMPIRE

The propaganda postcard reproduced in facsimile 
below has been sent to us from Prague. According 
to the "Tevere" of 12th May it has also been circulat

ed in Warsaw in order to arouse sympathy for Pan
slavism among the Poles. Its circulation was forbidden 
by the Polish police.

The postcard shows that Prague imperialists 
dream of a Slav Union which besides embracing 
present-day Czecho-Slovakia and Poland, would ex

tend over the whole of Dismembered Hungary, Saxony, 
part of Lithuania and Danzig (with the corridor). The 
text accompanying the map reads as follows:

SLOVAK-POLISH-CZECH-LAUSITZ FRATERNAL UNION ON THE SACRED PRINCIPLE
OF THE UNIVERSAL COMMUNITY OF STATES

Germany shall restore to the Slovaks the marked 
territories with their populations as compensation for 
the 30 million Slavs absorbed and forcibly Germaniz
ed; in exchange for which Germany shall receive 
considerable colonial territory.

The Paternal Slav Centre will compel the Hun
garians by a process of education to redress the in
justices done and to restore at least 50°/o of their 
present population to the Slovaks. The Hungarians 
shall remain in the Union until their behaviour is so 
genuinly reasonable as to prove their ability to decide 
for themselves concerning their existence in Europe 
or perhaps some other Continent.

The Slav Union will gradually segregate the Jews

and settle them in a district lying between Upper- 
Jenise, Lena and Lake Baikal.

The Ukrainians and White Russians living within 
the Union shall, for the present, enjoy full equality 
of rights.

This blossoming of Slav fraternity will, through 
a paternal centre, control the political and national 
culture of the community of Western Slavs. The same 
Slav centre will pursue a policy of fraternal good
will and universal humanity towards the rest of the 
nations. Slavograd will be the centre of higher educa
tion and of cultural and administrative institutions.

—  y —
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H O W  M I N O R I T I E S  L I V E
FAILURE OF MINORITY EDUCATION 
AGREEMENT BET VEEN RUMANIA 

AND YUGOSLAVIA
On March 10, 1933, an educational agreement was 

concluded between Rumania and Yugoslavia with re
gard to their respective schools in the Banate. In Art.
2. it was provided that in the Rumanian schools in the 
Yugoslav Banate, and in the Serbo-Croatian schools of 
the Rumanian Banate respectively, the language of 
instruction should be Rumanian and Serbo-Croatian 
respectively. From the third class on the language of 
the respective State should also be taught during six 
hours a week; 3 more hours would be allotted for the 
teaching of Rumanian and Yugoslav history and geo
graphy respectively.

It is now reported in the Rumanian papers that 
the Minister of Education has ordered the immediate 
introduction of the Rumanian language in the V,, VI., 
and VII. classes of the Serb schools in Rumania. 
Serbian and religion are the only subjects to be taught 
in Serb in these classes. The number of Serb con
fessional schools concerned is 54, comprising 95 
departments, many of the teachers being Yugoslav 
nationals who were engaged under the educational 
agreement from and have absolutely no knowledge of 
Rumanian.

In reply to the inquiry of the Serb Greek Oriental 
Holy Synod the Rumanian Government gave a very 
interesting explanation: In the Rumanian schools of 
the Yugoslav Banate, it says, Rumanian was allowed 
to be taught in the V. and VI. classes. Consequently, 
the Rumanian Government had thought it fit, on the 
principle of reciprocity, to apply the same measures 
with regard to the V., VI., and VII., classes of the 
Serb schools in Rumania. The Serb consistory in 
Rumania immediately obeyed the orders of the 
Ministerial Ordinance, so that now, before the end of 
the school year, teaching in Rumanian has been intro
duced in the upper classes of the Serb schools {Ma
gyar Lapok, April 29).

—  y  —

C Z E C H O S L O V A K I A

BILLS RELATING TO MINORITY 
RIGHTS SUBMITTED BY LARGEST 

OPPOSITION PARTY 
OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA

On April 27th. the Sudeta German (Henlein) 
Party submitted six Bills in the matter of the carrying 
into effect of the Constitution. The substance of these 
Bills is as follows:

1. Bill in re the Establishment of Political Bodies 
for the Protection of the Rights of the Nationalities. 
This Bill proposes that the five big nationalities (Ger
man, Magyar, Slovak, Ruthenian, Polish) living in the 
Republic should be organised into separate political 
bodies possessing the rights of fictitious persons. 
These bodies would be represented before the State 
authorities by presidential boards recruited from those 
Deputies and Senators of Parliament who profess 
community with the nationality in question. Eeach of 
the presidential boards would elect a "speaker" en

titled to protest against all unconstitutional measures 
of the authorities, in particular against those in de
fiance of the principle of equality of rights, and to 
make proposals to Government and to be shown in 
advance all Bills relating to minority affairs. Each of 
these "speakers" would have a special office to assist 
him in doing his work.

2. Bill relating to the Nationality and National 
Censuses of Czechoslovak Nationals. Under this Bill 
national censuses would be taken in the several 
villages recording all those Czecho-Slovak nationals 
belonging to a non-Czech nationality which represents 
a certain definite proportion of the inhabitants of the 
respective village, the other Czecho-Slovak nationals 
and the foreign nationals would be recorded in the 
censuses taken by the Central Statistical Bureau, The 
general criterion of nationality would be the mother 
tongue; only such persons would be entered as belong
ing to other nationalities who professed community 
with a nationality ethnically differing from that whose 
language is their mother tongue — or such as speak 
and are perfectly familiar with a language differing 
from their mother tongue spoken in their family or 
household. Children less than 18 years of age follow 
the nationality of their fathers, unless their parents 
decide otherwise. Any infraction of the truth when 
making declarations in the matter of nationality is 
liable to punishment under the criminal law.

3. Bill in re the Right of Application to the Con
stitutional Tribunal. This Bill provides for the pre
sidential boards of the nationalities organised into 
political bodies being entitled to lay complaints before 
the Constitutional Tribunal established by Law 162 
dated March 9th., 1920, which has so far not func
tioned in a single case.

4. Bill in re the Punishment by Law of Arbitrary 
De-nationalisation. This Bill provides for "sanctions" 
to prevent all abuses of authority employed for the 
purpose of de-nationalisation, at the same time pro
viding for the protection of the nationality of Czecho
slovak nationals, of their eduction, of the property of 
nationalities — in particular of land and places of 
work. Although de-nationalisation by force is for
bidden also under the Czecho-Slovak Constitution, the 
Czecho-Slovak Legislature has so far failed to provide 
for the carrying into effect in practice of the relevant 
measures.

5. Bill in re the Enforcement of National Equality 
of Rights. This Bill relates to the carrying into effect 
of §§ 106 and 128 of the Czecho-Slovak Constitution 
and provides for the payment by the State of com
pensation in all cases where the organs of that State 
have been guilty of any breach of the principle of 
equality of rights at the cost of citizens belonging to 
non-Czech nationalities. The object of this Bill is to 
secure the putting into forces of administrative regul
ations suited to prevent abuses of the kind.

6. Bill in re the Responsibility of the State and 
Other Political Bodies for Injury resulting from 
Illegal Procedure on the Part of Organs of those 
Bodies. This Bill, drafted for the purpose of ensuring 
the carrying into effect of § 92 of the Czecho-Slovak 
Constitution, has for its object in reality merely the 
codification of the principle accepted already by the 
Constitutional Committee of the Czecho-Slovak 
Parliament.

These Bills — rejected a limine on the Czech 
side — would, if incorporated in law, be the first step 
towards a solution of the exceptionally grave nation-
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ality problem of the Czecho-Slovak State: and what 
they demand is less than what by an Act of 1925 
Esthonia granted long ago to its far less important 
minorities.

POLICE INQUIRY AGAINST 
M. VOZARY FOR —  SPEAKING 

HUNGARIAN AT REPRESENTA- —  
TIVE COUNCIL MEETING

In our last number it was reported that M. Aladar 
Vozary, a Hungarian Representative, was called to 
order by M. Jaroslav Meznik, President of the Ruthen- 
ian Representative Council; moreover, M. Vozary was 
ordered to leave the hall with police escort and was 
not even allowed to sit in the gallery. We have pointed 
out that this treatment was in defiance of the Minority 
Agreement, as well as of the Czecho-Slovak Language 
Act and relevant Ordinances.

In addition to the above treatment, disciplinary 
proceedings have been instituted against M. Vozary 
by the Prefect of Police in Ungvar, with the result 
that M. Vozary has been sentenced, for "breach of 
peace in the Representative Council meeting”, to the 
payment of a penalty of 500 Czech crowns, or — 
failing that — two days' confinement. M. Vozary 
refused to accept the warrant, because it was not 
written in Hungarian; he also declared that he intend
ed to appeal against the sentence; should it become 
valid, however, he would — as a sign of protest — 
choose confinement in preference to the payment of 
a fine.

— y —

BOOKS NOT ALLOWED TO BE 
INTRODUCED 

INTO CZECHOSLOVAKIA
It has frequently been noted in these columns that 

all Hungarian books must be examined by the Censor 
of the Police Court at Pozsony (Bratislava) before 
they are allowed to be distributed in Slovakia and 
Ruthenia. Here are some books that have been reject
ed by the Censor: Missionary Calendar of St. Anthony 
of Padua for the year 1936. — Ancient Hungarian 
Churches. — Revai's Encyclopaedia. — Rosary Cal
endar, 1936. — 1815— 1920: the History of a Stirring 
Century. — The Recapture of Buda, 1686. — Dr. 
Gyula Czapik: Suggestions for Sunday Sermons. — 
The Work done by Clergy in the History of Hungary 
and of the world. — Anecdotes of the Great War 
(by Janos Komaromi). — Philological Review, Nos. 
7— 12, 1936. — Pharmacopoea Hungarica Quarta,

—  y —

REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL 
DISSOLVED, BECAUSE IT WANTED  
TO BUILD A  HUNGARIAN SCHOOL

The Representative Council of Kassa (Kolice), 
Slovakia's second largest town, last year decided that 
the Hungarian and Slovak grammar schools should be 
built at the same time, and Prime Minister, Dr. Hodza, 
declared to a Hungarian delegation that this was a 
perfectly natural and legitimate demand and that 
there would be no difficulty in realizing the scheme. 
When, however, M. Maxon, the Czech burgomaster, 
had resigned office, the citizens were surprized to

learn that the Ministry of Education intended to have 
only one school, the Slovak school, built now. The 
Representative Council rejected the motion, where
upon the Ministry of the Interior took an extremely 
rapid resolution suspending the autonomy of the city, 
that being followed by the dissolution of the Council 
and an order for the new elections, even before the 
Council's decision could become valid. Such are the 
circumstances under which the citizens of Kassa are 
now preparing for the next municipal elections.

—  y —

IMPRESSIVE FIGURES
At the last census 61.7% of the inhabitants of the 

village Hegyi declared themselves to be Hungarians. 
Nevertheless, the Ministry of Education has still 
omitted to open an elmentary school for the Hun
garian children, the only school in the village being 
Czech-SIovak. — Similarly, in the village of Vagsellye 
there is only a Czech-SIovak municipal school func
tioning, although the Hungarians represent 55.5°/o of 
the total population.

—  y  —

H U N G A R Y

PREMIER DARANYI OUTLINES 
HUNGARY’S MINORITY POLICY

In the speech with which he concluded the debate 
in the Hungarian Parliament on the Budget Estim
ates Premier Daranyi dealt also with the minority 
question and inter alia said:

"The Government takes just as much care to 
ensure our minorities enjoying the greatest possible 
measures of cultural autonomy as it is to provide for 
the full assertion of the rights — the actual equality 
and liberty — of the Hungarian nationals belonging to 
non-Magyar minorities. The Government is not con
tent to restrict its attitude in this question to mere 
passive tolerance — to non-interference with the 
spontaneous cultural activity of the minorities within 
the limits in force in respect of all Hungarian nation
als alike: it undertakes positive measures of its own 
for the purposes of creating the conditions ensuring 
the assertion of the claims of the minority languages 
in particular in educational matters.

“And in this connection I would in passing call 
the attention of the House to the fact that the present 
Government, like all its predecessors, has never dif
ferentiated in respect of State grants as between 
schools with Magyar as their language of instruction 
and schools whose pupils are recruited from the non- 
Magyar nationalities. We are fully aware, of course, 
that the elementary schools functioning in villages 
inhabited by the minorities are mostly denominational 
— a small number being parish schools — and that 
the number of State schools in such villages is a 
comparatively trifling one. These denominational and 
parish schools respectively receive very important 
grants of a permanent character from the State. This 
circumstance in itself is sufficient evidence and mani
fest proof that all Hungarian Governments in suc
cession have pursued a policy friendly towards the 
minorities.

"Our predecessor in office, the late Government, 
in 1935 issued an Order in Council providing for the 
establishment of a uniform type of elementary school 
to apply to both State and parish schools. The 
Government expressly desired the bodies responsible 
for the maintenance of autonomous schools to intro
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duce this type also in the case of autonomous de
nominational schools. I feel convinced that the carrying 
into effect of this measure now in progress will result 
in a solution of this question satisfactory from every 
point of view alike. The present Government has gone 
farther still in the matter of satisfying the cultural 
claims of the minorities. In the Estimates now under 
discussion my Government has asked for a sum to 
be appropriated for the purpose of raising by one 
month the duration of the courses (continuation 
school) hitherto held for the higher education of the 
teachers engaged in the schools of the German
speaking minority. The Minister of Education proposes 
to summon a hundred (male and female) teachers to 
attend the courses to be held during the coming 
summer vacation.

"Under the Education Department Estimates the 
Government is making provision also for the establish
ment at the expense of the State of special courses 
lasting several months for the improvement of the 
teaching ability of those teachers who, though they 
have obtained certificates, have not yet received ap
pointments.

“I considered it necessary to explain with the 
utmost exactness the actions and attitude of our 
legislature — of Government and of our public ad
ministration: for I wish to prove emphatically that 
while impelled to demand the enforcement of the 
rights of the Hungarian minorities guaranteed in 
treaties, the Hungarian Government itself takes the 
utmost care to ensure that in Hungary the obligations 
undertaken in treaties in respect of the non-Magyar 
minorities shall be faithfully observed and that all 
legitimate claims of those minorities shall be satisfied.

"The present Hungarian Government — in con
formity with the views of all previous Governments 
and in pursuance of those views —  takes the utmost 
care to provide that the legitimate claims of the non- 
Magyar minorities living in the country shall in every 
respect be uniformly satisfied. It takes the utmost 
care to provide that the minorities shall not in any 
phase of life whatsoever be made to feel that they 
are merely second- or third-rate citizens of our 
country: it indeed ensures them complete equality de 
jure and de facto and absolute liberty in every field. 
As a consequence of this attitude, the present Govern
ment — like all its predecessors — refrains from 
throwing even the slightest obstacles in the way of 
persons freely choosing their own nationality. The 
only decisive moment in the question as to whether 
a person wishes to throw in his lot with the majority 
or with one or other of the minorities, is that person's 
own free choice, — not as in certain other countries.

"As a consequence of the personal liberty and 
equality of rights prevailing the fact of any national 
belonging to a minority does not involve any dis
advantage or advantage — as I have repeatedly ex
plained. And in Hungary no disadvantage can accrue 
to anyone merely because he possesses a German or 
other foreign-sounding name. In the event of any 
concrete complaints in this respect arising and being 
confirmed by satisfactory evidence, I am prepared to 
proceed with the utmost rigour."

—  y —

R U M A N I A

RUMANIAN ADMINISTRATION 
BANS MINORITY LABOUR

The Rumanian daily Press has already published 
the draft of an edict (decret-lege) amending certain 
provisions, already weighing very heavily on the

minorities, of the Rumanian Protection of National 
Labour Act at present in force. Under the new amend
ment all commercial and industrial undertakings are 
obliged to see that 75%> of their employees are of 
Rumanian origin (origina etnica romanesca). Amongst 
other things the draft authorizes the Government to 
appoint commissioners to control the bigger concerns; 
and these commissioners will have the right to engage 
and dismiss employees.

The two most important racial minorities in Ru
mania, the Magyars and the Germans, have protested 
energetically against the injurious draft. The memor
andum drawn up by the Hungarian Party was 
published in our last issue, together with excerpts 
from articles in the German press. Further develop
ments are as follows:

According to the "Siebenbiirgisch-Deutsches Tage- 
blatt” of 27th April, 1937, "the Protection of National 
Labour Bill secures the Government such powers that 
it may well be looked upon as the confiscation of 
private property. The only real object of the Bill is 
to give the coup-de-grace to the economic life of the 
already sorely oppressed minorities. All official posts 
have in any case been monopolized by the Rumanians, 
and it was only in the field of economy that members 
of the minorities had any chance of finding employ
ment.”

On 30th April this same newspaper, in one of its 
leading articles, stated that the Bill was "an unpre
cedented case of infringement of legal rights and a 
great blow not only to a large stratum of the popula
tion, but also to Rumanian economic life in general. 
Nothing of a similar nature had ever been introduced 
anywhere in the world, — not even in the negro 
colonies; the very negroes had not been deprived of 
the right now about to be denied to the minorities 
in Rumania, namely, the right to work. The Bill is a 
mockery of democracy and a violation of the teachings 
of Christianity. It also shows a great lack of a sense 
of responsibility on the part of Government to intro
duce a Bill calculated to plunge the minorities con
stituting nearly one-third of the population of Ru
mania into destitution."

Under the title of "An Impossible Bill" the same 
paper on 29th April published an article in which it 
was emphatically set forth that the draft was a serious 
infraction of the Constitution and of the Minority 
Treaty. Not only did it divide Rumanian citizens into 
two categories, those of Rumanian ethnic origin on 
the one hand and the racial minorities on the other; 
it also discriminated between the minorities living in 
Rumania prior to the war and those who after the war 
were attached to Rumania, — in favour of the former. 
This had given rise to that most unjust state of affairs 
in which the Jews of the Regat (Older Rumania) may 
be employed on a proportional basis of 75% in private 
industries, whereas the proportion of the Germans of 
Transylvania employable in private industries had 
been reduced to 25%.

On 1st May the paper wrote that at least 10.000 
German breadwinners had already been dismissed 
from the civil service. In 1919 the number of Saxon 
officers who joined the Rumanian army was 2000. 
Of these today only 184 were in active service. The 
new Bill would plunge two or three hundred thousand 
minority breadwinners into destitution and starvation.

The Saxons of Transylvania have held meetings 
to protest against a Bill which was a death blow to 
the minorities. The resolution adopted at one of these 
meetings runs as follows:

"The German Saxons of Barca gathered in Brasso 
this day, 5th May, 1937, are greatly agitated to learn 
that the Government intends interfering arbitrarily in 
the affairs of industrial and commercial undertakings
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belonging to the Germans in Rumania, by forcing 
these undertakings to employ people of Rumanian 
ethnic stock, an act equivalent to turning tens of 
thousands of our German workmen out into the streets, 
a prey to want. Since the carrying into effect of this 
Bill would be a flagrant violation of the Rumanian 
Constitution, the Resolutions of Gyu'afehervar and 
the Minority Treaty, it would also undermine the 
foundations of our social order. The German popul
ation of the town of Brasso and the district of Barca 
protest most energetically against the proposed 
measures and request the political leaders of the 
Germans to oppose them with all the legal means at 
their disposal and to take steps to lay the matter 
before responsible international factors. ("Kronstadter 
Zeitung, May 7.)

Certain serious Rumanian circles have also raised 
their voices in protest against a Bill that threatens 
the very existence of the minorities. M. Dinu Bratianu, 
leader of the Liberal Party, has declared that a law 
of this nature could not be passed.

"We must not pursue a risky policy of national
ism" — he said. — "We must not imitate others or 
improvise in the sphere of legislation, nor must we 
stir up excitement. We are not Germany where only 
a few hundred thousands of a 70 million population 
are minority subjects. Rumania's minorities number 
four millions. We must pursue nationalism with de
liberation, but also by degrees" — said M. Bratianu 
in conclusian — "otherwise the danger threatens that 
the economic life of the country will suffer ruin," 
("Keleti Ujsag” , March 8.)

In the "Curentul” (Extreme Right organ) M. 
Istrate Nicescu says that this Bill would empower all 
Governments to establish economic dictatorship and 
tread underfoot the rights of the individual in the 
spheres of private property and private enterprise, 
even when the owners were Rumanians, if, perchance, 
they were members of a party opposing the Govern
ment. "It is" — says this Rumanian publicist — "as 
if the night watchman paid to take care of our pro
perty were to turn burglar himself."

The ” Adverul” asked M. Madgearu, ex-Finance 
Minister, to give his opinion. M. Madgearu said that 
if the text of the draft were as proposed, the Bill 
was such a grave act that he preferred not to express 
any opinion at all.

The organ of the National Peasant Party, the 
’’Dreptatea” , stressed the point that were the Bill to 
become law, the Minister and his commissioners 
would, in spite of the provisions of the Constitution, 
have all the banks, municipal, commercial and indust
rial undertakings at their mercy.

The "Lupta” describes the text of the Bill publish
ed in the newspapers as revolutionary and says that 
it would mean the end of the Constitution, of civil 
law and of the rights of the citizens.

Even the ”Universul", a newspaper of the Extreme 
Right, has protested against this introduction of an 
economic dictatorship.

M. Slavescu, ex-Minister of Finance and Chair
man of the Rumanian Manufacturers' Alliance, has 
also expressed his condemnation of the Bill.

M. Averescu s paper, the "Indreptarea", has 
launched a violent attack against the Bill, the pro
visions of which are "sufficient to ruin any under
taking". According to the "Indreptarea" the strictures 
obviously serve political ends which are to be avoided.

The ’ ’Dimineata” of the 26th April published M. 
Strunga Manulescu, ex-Minister of Commerce's opinion 
of the Bill. "No matter how far the principle of State 
interference has been stretched and abused in the 
past, no law of this nature has ever been conceived

either in Europe or in any other continent. No State, 
save a Communist one, where the right of private 
property is denied, may permit the Administration to 
control the personnel of economic undertakings. It is 
strange that there should be people who believe that 
private property can be done away with simply by an 
edict."

M. Merlescu, Professor of Common Law in the 
Bucharest University, says: "Not to beat about the 
bush, the new Bill places the management of economic 
undertakings in the hands of the State. Only in Russia 
have the means of production been made collective in 
this way. In my opinion a Minister who is also a 
jurist of renown cannot possibly endorse this Bill."

— y —

ADVOCATES’ CONGRESS IN 
BUCAREST — ADVOCATES A  

“ NUMERUS CLAUSUS“
The National Union of Rumanian Advocates held 

a congress in Bucarest on May 9th. The congress 
declared that the minority lawyers in Rumania must 
be considered as "citizens of inferior rank", a decision 
practically depriving a whole generation of lawyers 
of their daily bread.

The extreme nationalists prevented hundreds of 
minority lawyers from attending the meetings. The 500 
minority and majority lawyers who were kept away 
by force held a counter-congress attended by several 
Saxon and Swabian lawyers who had never previously 
played an active part in the activities of minority 
lawyers.

The following resolution was carried by the 
National Union of Rumanian Advocates:

"The Chambers of Law must be constituted of 
members of Rumanian origin only.

In order to carry out the above order (namely, 
that the Chambers should be constituted of Rumanians 
only), several earlier registers of the Chambers will 
be supervised, and every member not satisfying the 
prescribed conditions will be deprived of his member
ship.

The National Union of Rumanian Advocates is 
authorized to put forward suggestions as to how the 
above object may best be realized. Its resolutions 
have a binding force for all Chambers in the country.

All those Councils which may disagree with its 
suggestions, will be dissolved."

The counter-congress, on the other hand, carried 
the following resolution:

"The Congress finds that any differentiation 
according to ethnic origin is against the cardinal 
principles of the Constitution. The Congress calls 
upon the authorities concerned, instead of discussing 
political matters, to inquire, as soon as possible, into 
the real causes of the present crisis and find out how 
and why — as a result of the cessation of loyal col
laboration — the former authority of lawyers has 
come to be so lamentably destroyed. The Congress 
protests against the exclusion of M. I. Dobrescu, 
former president of the Union, from the meetings; it 
also protests against the procedure by which those 
delegates who were admitted into the assembly hall 
were not allowed to speak. The Congress invites all 
lawyers to fight with full force against the illegal 
resolutions passed by the Union Congress, because 
they are against the vital interests of the Rumanian 
people."

In a letter addressed to Senator D. H. Tomasin, 
chairman of the counter-congress, Herr Hans Otto 
Roth, Herr Carl Giindisch, and Herr Hans Bruckner,
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representatives of the German lawyers, pointed out 
that at a meeting held at Nagyszeben on April 17th 
the German lawyers had decided that they would fight 
by all lawful means for the principle that political 
rights are equal and may not be reserved exclusively 
for citizens of Rumanian origin (Magyar Lapok, 
May 12),

— y —

THE FINANCIAL RUINATION OF 
THE MINORITIES STILL GOING ON

Further instances of the Government’s policy 
aiming at the financial ruin of the minorities are 
as follows: At Szatmar several inferior minority rail
way employees have been dismissed owing to the 
insufficient knowledge of Rumanian (Magyar Ujsag, 
April 23),

The authorities in Brasso have withdrawn the 
licences of 12 minority market vendors (Nepujsag, 
April 23).

The Prefect of the Police at Nagyvarad ordered 
several taxi drivers and cabmen to stand for the 
language examination (Keleti Ujsag, April 28).

The system of language examinations has caused 
so many grievances to the Hungarian minority of 
Transylvania in the past, that it is by no means sur
prizing to see that the Rumanian Government is now 
extending this cruel system over the trading class as 
well. The new Trade Act demands a qualifying 
examination from all apprentices who wish to become 
independent masters. In these examinations the 
main object will not be the testing of their craftsman
ship but rather the testing of their knowledge of 
Rumanian, so that they may well be taken for regular 
language examinations (Keleti Ujsag, April 28).

— y —

HUNGARIAN ARISTOCRAT 
ARRESTED FOR SPEAKING 

HUNGARIAN AT THE POST OFFICE
According to Art. 8 § 3 of the Minority Treaty 

of Paris: "No restriction shall be imposed on the free 
use by any Rumanian national of any language in 
private intercourse, in commerce, in religion, in the 
press or in publications of any kind, or at public 
meetings."

The following is an illustration of how the above 
international rule is being observed in practice:

Baron Stephen Majthenyi, a Hungarian landed 
proprietor from the county of Kolozs, met a business 
friend of his at the Post Office of the parish of Or- 
menyes (in the county of Maros Torda); they began 
to talk about business matters in Hungarian, where
upon a Sergeant of Gendarmes forbade them to con
tinue their conversation in Hungarian. When Baron 
Majthenyi refused to obey his unjustified orders, he 
was taken to the nearest gendarme station, from where 
he was conducted to the parish of Mezoriics and, 
finally, to the gendarme headquarters at Marosvasar- 
hely. Here the Commander of the Gendarmes pro
mised to take steps against the brutal sergeant for his 
arbitrary conduct (Brassoi Lapok, May 8),

— y —

EVERY SICULIAN VILLAGE MUST 
BUILD A  RUMANIAN CHURCH EVEN 

IT HAS ONLY ONE RUMANIAN ' 
INHABITANT

The Rumanization of the four Siculian (Szekler) 
counties of Transylvania is being carried out with the 
most desperate effort. At a meeting held in the city of 
Marosvasarhely on April 21st, M. Anghelescu, the 
Minister of Education, declared that according to an 
agreement between the Minister of Religion, the Bishop 
of Balazsfalva, and himself, it has been decided that 
every Siculian village must have a Rumanian church 
built, even if there were not more than one single 
Rumanian inhabitant living in the village. At the same 
time he declared that he had asked the Metropolites 
of the Greek Catholic and Greek Orthodox Churches 
to send Rumanian priests to the Siculian villages of 
Transylvania; these priests — he promised — would 
be trained to become teachers and would — similarly 
as the other teachers of the socalled "culture-zone” — 
receive a 50%> bonus in addition to their salaries.

— y —

99 PUPILS EXPELLED FROM 
APPRENTICE SCHOOL AT  

NAGYSZALONTA
The city of Nagyszalonta, the population of which 

is 90°/o Magyar, formerly had a complete secondary 
school of eight classes, which was subsequently re
organized into a four-class school; thereby the Ru
manian educational authorities have made it imposs
ible for Hungarian parents to send their children to 
a Hungarian secondary school. Now it has been made 
impossible for them to have their children properly 
trained for any branch of trade. As far back as Sept
ember last year, the Director of the local Apprentice 
School warned Hungarian tradesmen of the city to 
employ by preference Rumanian apprentices, for he 
would admit such to his school in the first place, the 
remaining few places being reserved for these minority 
children who had a sufficient knowledge of Rumanian. 
On April 16th the Director of the school expelled 99 
children from school simultaneously, explaining that 
the Ministry of Education had ordered the closing 
down of parallel classes, so that the school was no 
longer able to receive the former number of pupils. 
Thus, disregarding the principle of equality as pro
vided in Art. 8 of the Minority Treaty, the children 
of the Hungarian minority have been deprived of the 
possibility of becoming tradesmen. It must be re
membered, namely, that those apprentices who have 
not attended an apprentice school are not qualified 
by the Chamber of Industry (Keleti Ujsag, April 18).

—  y  —

Y U  O O S L A V I A

PREMIER STOYADINOVITCH AGAIN 
NEGOTIATES WITH LEADERS OF 

HUNGARIAN MINORITY
On 28th April, by arrangement, Messrs Imre 

Varady, Denis Streliczky and Leo Deak, representing 
the Hungarian minority in Yugoslavia, saw M. Stoya- 
dinovitch, the Prime Minister, in order to discuss Hun
garian grievances and the legitimate demands of the



28 D A N  U B  /  A N  R E V I E W

Hungarian minority. The Premier was supported by 
M. Stoshowitch, Minister of Public Education, M. 
Stankovitch, Minister of Agriculture, and M. Janko- 
vitch, Minister of Forests and Mines. M. Varady set 
forth the complaints of the Hungarians and their 
legitimate demands, to which the attention of the 
Premier had been drawn in a memorandum submitted 
on the occasion of their first conversation with him 
in the autumn of the previous year. M. Varady laid 
particular stress on the point that an overwhelming 
majority of the Hungarian minority had voted for the 
Government Party at the parish council elections held 
on 6th December in the Danube Banate, thus largely 
contributing to the victory of that Party. In the inter
ests of mutual understanding and to ensure the con
tinued support of the Hungarian minority it would 
now be necessary for the Government to accede to at 
least part of their demands. One of the most important 
of those demands was the abolition of the notorious 
system of name-analysis and a restoration to parents 
of their natural right to decide for themselves whether 
they wished their children to attend Serb or Hun
garian elementary schools, or the Hungarian depart
ments of Serb schools respectively. M. Varady also 
pointed out the importance of re-opening the parallel 
Hungarian branche established in the Belgrade 
Teachers' Training College which, with the exception 
of one single class, had been closed in the course of 
time. The leaders of the Hungarian minority demand
ed that Hungarian-speaking teachers should be ap
pointed in the Hungarian branches of the
elementary schools and that the Hungarian teachers 
who had been illegally dismissed or transferred to 
non-Hungarian Banates should be reinstated in their 
former posts. Another demand was that the regulations 
of the newly formed Hungarian cultural societies 
should be approved by Government without delay. 
This was an urgent matter, for of the 28 newly formed 
societies hitherto only 2 had succeeded in getting 
their regulations approved.

The Premier and his Ministers listened with sym- 
pathv to the demands made by the representatives of 
the Hungarian minority. M. Stoyadinovitch himself 
dictated to his secretary the official report to be sent 
to the Avala Press Agency and authorized the 
members of the delegation to make public the same.

A perusal of the above will show that the leaders 
of the Hungarian minority in Yugoslavia confined 
their representations to a few legitimate demands. Let 
us, however, not forget that these minimum demands 
were urged last October, when, on the 23rd and 24th

of that month, the representatives of the Hungarian 
minority first saw Premier Stoyadinovith, and that 
the Government then promised to grant these modest 
wishes, which were recognized as reasonable and fair. 
That definite promise, however, has not yet been ful
filled. It is to be hoped that the promise now repeated 
will speedily be carried into effect.

BATTLE BETWEEN 
GENDARMERIE AND MATCHER’S 

FOLLOWERS
On 9th May Senj (Zengg) in Dalmatia was the 

scene of a bloody battle. Croatians returning on a 
motor lorry to Gospitch from celebrations in memory 
of Matiya Gubec, the leader of the Croatian peasant 
rising of 1513, and of Stephen and Paul Raditch, were 
stopped by gendarmes, who demanded their papers. 
When the Croatians refused to comply, the gendarmes 
used their rifles. The charge against the Croatians 
was that they were singing anti-Serbian patriotic Croat
ian songs. Six were killed and six dangerously wound
ed. An official report was issued to the newspapers, 
but only three days after the event, and no comments 
thereon were permitted by the censor.

HOW BELGRADE BANNED THE 
VISIT TO BUDAPEST 

OF 400  CROATIAN UNIVERSITY 
STUDENTS

Four hundred Croatian students of the Zagreb 
University (120 of them girl students) decided to visit 
Budapest and the Budapest International Fair. Their 
visit was to have lasted three days, from 8th to 10th 
May. On this occasion the General Union of Hun
garian University and College Students had intended 
to arrange a concert of Croatian music. The Hungarian 
Students Union made every preparation to welcome 
the Croatian visitors, but in vain, for at the last min
ute (report says just before the train wus due to 
start) Belgrade vetoed the trip of the Croatian uni
versity students to Budapest, not offering any ex
planation of its action,

—  y —
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B O O K S

Christopher Sidgwick: “ Whirlpools on the Danube“ London, 1937. Hutchinson and Co.
In this well-written book the author recounts the 

experiences gathered on his journey through Central 
Europe. He makes no attempt to formulate a new 
solution of the Central European problem, but contents 
himself with giving a faithful picture, almost a photo
graph, of what he saw there. For this reason we re
commend the book to all, especially to those who 
have never been in Central Europe. In it English 
readers will find facts as seen by the eye of a com
patriot.

Space does not permit of a detailed review of Mr. 
Sidgwick’s book here. Instead we shall quote a few

extracts dealing with subjects germane to the pur
poses of this periodical.

To begin with, it is a pleasure to note that 
immediately on his arrival in Budapest the author 
was very favourably impressed by the capital of Hun
gary. "To arrive in Budapest — says Mr. Sigdwick — 
is to arrive to home. I whould not in the least mind 
if I never set foot in Prague again, but if Hungary 
were to close her frontiers to me, I would probably 
shoot myself in my welling misery."

At the end of his book Mr. Sidgwick takes leave 
of Hungary with the same warm sympathy. He says:
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"To-day the people of Hungary live as no others are 
living in Europe, and they are doing it without the 
aid of drugs, without the mountainous tide of screech
ing and screaming and neurotic dittying for ever 
washing at their ankles. Even if my first visit had 
worked to plan even that microbe had not distroyed 
my tour, I would still be writing these words here; 
for the man who can be content with one visit to 
Hungary ought simply to be led away to a quiet 
corner and shot. The place grows on you and grasps 
you and seems to squirt a divine soda-water into your 
blood. Never shall f agree to leave Hungary alone. 
Never shall I agree to a final visit. Nem, nem, soha!"

What Mr. Sidgwick says about the minorities in 
Hungary, especially the German minority, deserves 
close attention from a political point of view. He 
visited several German villages and gives his ex
perience in the following words: "I had heard enough 
to suggest that the Hungarians were treating them 
properly. All Germans I came across on dining out 
told me that their work went forward smoothly, that 
they were happy in Hungary (most of them were 
born there), and that they had no complaints against 
authority."

Then he goes on to describe the material welfare 
of the German villages in Hungary and the atmosphere 
of peace and security in which the Germans have 
been living in Hungary for centuries. At the close 
of this passage he says: "Some half dozen of them 
talked together at me, telling me about the schools, 
the weekly cinema, their German newspapers, the way 
their children grow up to te bilingual — a patchy but 
sincerely told story of average contentment. The films 
have German captions, the Budapest newspaper Pester 
Lloyd has a German edition every day; the land gives 
them a living; the air keeps them in moderately good 
health . . . "  "and most important of all, they are not 
nagged at, are not interfered with, by the Hungarian 
authorities, whom they regard as a type of resonable 
and benevolent stepfather."

In vivid contrast to the pleasant impressions re
ceived in Hungary, his opinion of the Czechs is that 
they are concerned solely with their own affairs and 
do not show the the slightest understanding for the 
rightful interests of others. This naturally does not 
help to smooth over the differences prevailing in the 
Danube Valley or to lay the foundations of sincere 
peace. Amongst other things the author tells us that 
he was invited to dine with a Czech gentleman holding 
an official position. As Mr. Sidgwick thinks that the 
restoration to Hungary of the Hungarian population 
living all along the southern frontier of Slovakia 
would be fair and just, he put the question to his host 
"Whether Czechoslovakia was ready to discuss the

matter if necessary,” And what was the answer to this 
really moderate proposition? "The result of this 
innocent little question made me decide there and 
then to have nothing more to do with officialdom. 
The man was not only angry, but rude." . . .  "I would 
like to think that this man was an exception, that 
perhaps he had some sour milk for breakfast. But as 
i look back on my excursions in this country I am 
forced more and more to accept this sudden outburst 
of anger, almost malice, as a fair middling example 
of this Czech hatred for everything not instantly 
beneficent to themselves.” The unsatisfactory situation 
of the Hungarian minority in Czecho-Slovakia was 
brought home to Mr. Sidgwick on the spot. Czech 
propaganda, of course, presents conditions in another 
light. Mr, Sidgwick then asks the following question: 
"Where is your justice here, and where is the demo
cracy which the Czechs so delight to spell out for 
you, and compare with less altruistic regimes abroad?"

In reply to his own question he puts forward 
some of the most bitter grievances of the minorities, 
amongst others the provisions, irreconciliable with the 
spirit of democracy, of the 1936 Defence of the 
Republic Act.

Mr. Sidgwick paints a darker picture still of the 
state of matters in Transylvania, of the ruin of that 
country under Rumanian rule and the terrible oppres
sion of the Hungarian population. Pages are filled 
with the enumeration of acts of injustice perpetrated 
against the Hungarians, instances chosen from a mass 
of similar data. The reader is bound to share the 
author's opinion that the best title for this chapter 
would be "Terror in the Village". The first thing to 
strike Mr. Sidgwick, as it strikes all foreign visitors 
to Rumania, was the corruption prevalent in that 
country, of which he tells the following episode: "We 
came to the frontier station at two in the morning. 
My railway pass took me no further, so I applied to 
the guard for another ticket, and was told that this 
would cost four hundred leis. After an hour's further 
travelling my ticket had not come, so I found the 
guard again and asked when I get it. In answer, I 
got a wink and the offer of two hundred leis, half 
the price, I later discovered that very few people 
bother to by tickets on these railways, but rely on a 
hundred-lei bribe to see them through."

In conclusion we quote the following sentence 
summarising the conclusions drawn by Mr. Sidgwick 
from the state of affairs in Central Europe today: 
"I would like to have another Versailles Conference 
now, not to stop the last war but simply to prevent 
the next one!"

— y —

Sir Robert Gower: “La Revision dn Traite de Trianon et les Frontieres de la Hongrieu 
Fernand Sorlot 7, Rue Servandoni, Paris (6e)

"Treaty Revision and the Hungarian Frontiers" 
by Sir Robert Gower, M, P., Chairman of the Central 
European Group of Members of the House of Com
mons, a detailed review of which appeared in this 
paper immediately after its publication, has now 
appeared in French under the title of "La Revision 
du Traite de Trianon et les Frontieres de la Hongrie". 
The author, who is Knight of the French Legion of 
Honour, states that in Great Britain public opinion 
shows strong leanings in favour of a revision of the 
territorial provisions of the Treaty of Trianon, and 
that the majority of British Members of Parliament

recognize the necessity and urgency of that revision. 
Sir Robert Gower makes no attempt to ignore the 
ties that link France to the Little Entente. He himself 
is a friend of France and entertains a sincere friend
ship for the Succession States too. He is nevertheless 
convinced that a rectification of the artificial status 
created by the Treaty of Trianon would be in the 
interest of the Little Entente just as much as in that 
of Hungary. Prosperity, in his opinion, cannot be 
restored to this part of Europe until the psychological 
obstacles to cooperation in the Danube Valley have 
been removed. Revision of the Trianon Treaty — he
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says — would be an act of reconciliation and rap
prochement. In Sir Robert Gower's opinion the reason 
why the United Kingdom holds aloof from measures 
guaranteeing security in Central Europe is that Britain 
does not wish to interfere in troubled matters. In 
conclusion he expresses the hope that his book will 
contribute to extend the sphere of action of Franco- 
British solidarity, so that an agreement may be arrived 
at between those countries concerning the best methods 
of ensuring lasting peace in Central Europe.

— y —

P O L I T I C A L
C Z E C H  O - S L O  V A K I A

STATE REVENUE IN FIRST QUARTER 
37 MILLIONS BELOW BUDGET ESTIMATES

According to the latest reports, tax and duty 
receipts in the first three months of the current year 
totalled 213.40 million Czech crowns. This amount ex
ceeds the corresponding item in the same period of 
last year by 107.81 millions, but it remains 37.21 mil
lions below the Budget estimates, — y —

TRAVELLERS NOT ALLOWED TO TAKE 
MORE THAN 100 CZECH CROWNS 

TO FRANCE
The Czechoslovak National Bank has warned 

Travel Bureaus that travellers wishing to go to France 
to visit the World Exhibition there, may not take more 
than 100 Czech crowns with them. This sum cannot be 
raised unless France expresses her willingness to in
crease the import quota of Czecho-Slovak goods. Ow
ing, however, to the violent opposition of those in
terested in France, there is very little hope of this.

— y —
NOT ONE FIFTH OF THE UNEMPLOYED 

RELIEF GOES TO SLOVAKIA AND 
RUTHENIA

Under the Unemployed Welfare Act the Ministry 
of Public Welfare has consented to the continuation 
of work in the month of April, to the effect of 117.49 
million Czech crowns; the Ministry has also consented 
to the issuing of a loan, free of interest, to the amount 
of 11.97 million crowns, to be divided as follows: 
Bohemia 5.76 millions, Moravia and Silesia 4.47, 
Slovakia 1.6 and Ruthenia only 0.16 million crowns. 
It is interesting to note, as characterizing Czech policy, 
that out of the amount of 117.49 million crowns under 
the poor labour budget Bohemia has received 63—70 
million Crowns, Moravia and Silesia 36.36 millions, 
Slovakia and Ruthenia only 16 and 1.42 million crowns 
respectively. — y —

ABOUT NINE TIMES AS MANY PEOPLE
EMIGRATE FROM SLOVAKIA AS FROM 

BOHEMIA
The Czecho-Slovak Republic between 1922 and 

1934 issued 300.717 passports to emigrants. Of these 
166.113 (55.2°/o) were issued in Slovakia and 18.935 
(6.3%>) in Ruthenia. In other words 60°/o of the
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E C O N O M Y

emigrants from the Republic belonged to the territories 
wrested from Hungary. Compared with the number of 
inhabitants, this means that about nine times as many 
emigrants leave Slovakia as Bohemia and about six 
times as many as Moravia. And the number of 
emigrants from Slovakia and Ruthenia is steadily 
increasing. In 1922 "only" 42.4% of the emigrants 
were from Slovakia, but in 1934 the percentage was 
65.9%. During these thirteen years exactly four-fifths 
of the Czecho-Slovak peasant emigrants were in
habitants of Slovakia and Ruthenia, a striking refut
ation of the assertion that Czech autarchy, with its 
consequent protection of agrarian interests, has been 
of benefit to the farmers in those provinces. ("Stud", 
1937, May 6.) — y —

H  UN G A R Y

HUNGARY’S ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL 
SITUATION IMPROVING

The figures indicating this improvement are not 
too high, nor is the percentage at all uncommon. It is 
all the more reassuring to see that we have to deal 
with a systematic growth and a tendency of steady 
improvement, not with an occasional change for the 
better.

When we look at the May report of the National 
Bank, the change is almost insignificant. The note cir
culation shows a decrease of 21.8 million pengoe, 
while the amount of liabilities shows a rise of 21.3 
millions; the amount of bills redeemed that of bills 
tendered by 2.2 million pengoe. The stock of coins, 
including token coins, shows a rise of one million 
pengoe.

According to the data of the Central Statistical 
Bureau, the value of exports in the first four months 
of this year aggregated 200 million pengoe, being di
vided among the various branches of production as 
follows: annual breeding 50.6 million pengoe, agri
cultural produce 75.4 millions, provision industry 14.9 
millions. Thus the quota of these branches of pro- 
dustion was altogether 70%. The amount of our im
ports is almost the same as that of our exports. Under 
the first hene poultry-breeding heads the list with 
6—7 million pengoe; eggs 5.5 millions, feathers 5.9 
millions. Poultry breeding with its by products re
present a total of 18.5 million pengoe and annual pro
ducts a total of 17.3 million pengoe on our export list; 
the exports of pigs being third (9 million pengoe), 
while horse exports (2.3 million pengoe) and game 
exports (9 million pengoe) occupy the fourth and fifth 
place. Corn exports represent 45 million pengoe and 
almost 2.7 million metric quintals; seeds: 11.2 million
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pengoe, pulse: 2.25 million pengoe. The milling indust
ry claim exports of the value of 5.1 million pengoe, 
malt of of 3.8 millions, meat of 1.3 millions; sugar 
industry of 0.75 millions. The machine and electric 
industries are represented on the export list by 14 
million pengoe, the textile industry by 1.6 millions 
and ready made clothes by 7.2 millions.

In connection with agricultural exports it must be 
borne in mind that the months in question are gene
rally looked upon as rather unfavourable for the ex
port of corn, so that the above results may be con
sidered as fairly satisfactory. As for the results of the 
coming year, these will — of course — largely depend 
on the harvest. But it is quite impossible to enter 
into any calculations in this regard. At all events, the 
estimates contained in the report published by the 
Ministry of Commerce on May 30th are rather pro
mising: weather conditions were fairly favourable for 
the early spring and autumn crops. The late crops 
are thin and rary in consequence of the sudden ab
normal heat. Rape in most places has shed its blossoms. 
In some counties it is till thin and low, in others weak 
and unevenly bound. Early wheat is generally dense 
and of a fresh green colour. The late crops in many 
places are yellow, low, and often undeveloped. — Rye 
has shot into ears. Its staw and ears in many places 
are only medium sized. Outumn barley is generally of 
a dense and even growth. Spring barley is also thick 
and promising; the late crop, however, is weak on 
the whole. — Early oats are of a good quality, of even 
growth, and bushy. The late crop in many places is 
weak and thin. The sowing of maize has been com
pleted in most places. The early crop is rising and 
developing evenly. Early potatoes are becoming bushy, 
developing well. Garden plants are developing rapidly; 
the earlier ones are in the market already. Speaking 
of fruit trees, apricots are not expected to yield a 
good harvest. Charries have already shed their blos
soms, some of the earlier kinds having been in the 
market for some time now. The harvest is excepted to 
be of a mediocre quality, Mahaleb cherries promise an 
average crop. Apples, pears, plums, and nuts have 
shed their blossoms; they are expected to yield a 
good average crop. Grapes of all sorts are doing well 
in the fine, warm weather.

Of the various branches of industry, the milling 
industry is on the upswing, especially since Austria 
has reduced the import duty on Hungarian flour by 
half a gold crown. The Northern States appear to 
be particularly interested in Hungarian flour. Motor
ing has developed remarkably; its figures may not be 
very enormous, nevertheless its increase is sytematic. 
The number of motor cars in Hungary has risen by 
4.2% within one month, the increase within a year 
amounting to 21.5%.

It is particularly interesting to note that Great 
Britains poultry imports in the firs four months were 
34% more than last year, Hungary having supplied 
within that period 27.287 metric quintals, as against 
20.394 metric quintals last year. Hungary heads the 
list in Great Britain in respect of poultry imports 
(chickens, turkey etc.); the quantity of chickens ex
ported to England was 16.257 metric quintals, that of 
turkeys 5149 metric quintals, that of other kinds of 
poultry 6056 metric quintals. Hungary’s exports of 
eggs to Great Britain in the first four months of this 
year totalled 1980 large cases.

The insolvency crisis of past years has become 
less acute of late. In this respect it will suffice to 
mention that in 1936 the National Union of Credit 
Institues dealt with 693 insolvency cases and with 835 
such cases in the previous year, the amount of liabili
ties involved aggregating 19.2 million pengoe as 
against 20.3 millions in the previous year. The total

assets available, on the other hand, amounted only to
10.9 million pengoe. The total number of insolvency 
cases was 6% less than in the previous year, the 
amount of liabilities being 5% less than in 1935. A 
certain rise is in evidence, especially in the last three 
months of the year, in the amount of liabilities, due 
to the extension of credit facilities. Here too, the 
majority in insolvency cases were of a commercial 
character, 93% being commercial insolvency cases as 
against only 7% of industrial insolvency cases.

In the second half of May the Budapest Stock Ex
change was also visited by a spell of slackness, 
like all the other Exchanges of the world. Thing have 
not settled down yet; but in improvement is slowly 
coming in. Shares and ther securities fell 75%, but 
this difference has already been balanced to some ex
tent. As against the low point, the quotations of Buda
pest Stock Exchange show an advance of 8.2 million 
pengoe ensuming the end of the month.

Y U G O S L A V I A

ITALIAN CAPITAL IN YUGOSLAVIA
Italian capital is interested in Yugoslavia in two 

respects chiefly: Italian industrial capital, and the 
profit accruing for Italian companies from Atlantic 
navigation.

The total of Italian capital invested in Yugoslav 
undertakings amounts to 500 million Dinars, 27.4%> of 
which is invested as share capital, while 72.6% are 
floating capital and other forms of credit. The amount 
of Italian stock in Yugoslavia is 107 million Dinars: 
73 millions industrial investment, mainly cement 
industry (35 million dinars), and mining (20 millions). 
— The amount of Italian banking stock is 20 million 
dinars, insurance 8 million dinars, and forwarding 
agencies comes to 6.5 millions; the same amount of 
Italian capital is invested in Yugoslav victualling 
companies. — Capital credit represents about 390 
million dinars, being invested in much the same way 
as Italian stock in Yugoslavia. Industrial credit stands 
in the first place: 180 millions go to cement industry, 
and 113 millions to the credit given to timber industry. 
The amount of Italian transfer capital in Yugoslavian 
banks is rather small.

With regard to insurance companies, two are 
entirely Italian and another two also have a con
siderable amount of Italian stock in them.

— y —

NIGGARDLY TREATMENT OF VOIVODINA
The "Dan" of tjjvid6k (Novisad) has published an 

article from the economic columns of the "Slovenec” 
of Ljubljana stating that the National Bank of Yugo
slavia contributed 500.000 dinars to the Great Fair 
in Belgrade, 500.000 to the Great Fair in Zagreb and
25.000 to the Fair in Ljubljana. The "Slovenec" pro
tests against the disproportion in the National Bank's 
grants; and the "Dan” states with a certain resignation 
that the towns of the Voivodina have never received 
so much as a thousand dinars from the National Bank 
for their fairs. ("Vojvodjanin", 1937, May 1st.)

— y —
INEQUALITIES IN TREATMENT 

OF COMMERCIAL AND CATERING 
ENTERPRIZES

The discrimination made in favour of the areas 
belonging to Old Serbia is disclosed by the following
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data from an April issue of the "Yugoslovenski Lloyd”. 
From 1920 to 1935 the number of commercial con
cerns, inns, hotels and restaurants increased in the 
territories belonging to Old Serbia from 24.089 to

41.833, while in the other parts of the kingdom it 
decreased from 100.234 to 87.682.
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— y —

S P O R T S

F O O T B A L L
The new season has so far not done much to bring 

credit to the football sport of Hungary; both the 
League teams and the Representative Team had re
mained far below their usual level. The results of the 
matches that have been played so far do not say much 
for the good name, the vigour and skill of Hungarian 
football. The lack of good management, the bad train
ing system, and the over-working of players were 
bound to affect the results. The unanimous protest 
of Hungarian sportsmen and the sporting press will 
no doubt help Hungarian football sport to recover 
its former good name, to which it is fully entitled by 
its high technique and excellent methods.

The 16. Italo-Hungarian match played at Turin 
ended in a well-deserved victory of the Italian team, 
though the latter, too, was far below its accustomed 
level. In short: a weak Italian team was playing 
against a Hungarian team which was weaker still. 
Drawing the balance of the international matches of 
these two countries we find eight victories for Italy 
and four for Hungary, while four matches were drawn. 
The total of goals is 32:30 for Italy.

The Representative Team of Hungary displayed a 
similarly weak form at the last Yugoslav-Hungarian 
match in Budapest. Yugoslavia's football sport has 
shown a remarkable progress in recent years, mainly 
as a result of the rivalry between Belgrade and 
Zagreb. The match was a draw (1:1). The Hungarian 
team, which had been taking part in very hard finals 
some days before, was rather heavy and tired, which 
made it all the more easy for the quick and 
enthusiastic Yugoslav team to bring the match to a 
tie, that may well be taken for a real victory.

TENNIS
The tennis sport of Hungary has suffered an ir

reparable loss by the death of M. B6la Kehrling, 
Hungary's champion for years. This was not unknown 
in England either; for all those who had the pleasure 
to be present at the wonderful championships at 
Wimbledon, on the Riviera and elsewhere, had an 
opportunity to witness the excellent achievement of 
the deceased Hungarian champion, whose play was 
distinghished above all by fair play and modesty. He 
was also a first class all round athlete, an excellent 
football and hockey player, besides being a tennis 
champion. As a token of the extreme sympathy he 
enjoyed in England, the British press commented on 
his death in numerous articles; in a report written to

the "Daily Telegraph" Wallis Myers points out that 
the deceased Hungarian champion might well have 
played for any first class English club with his calm, 
polite manners, his absolute courtesy towards every 
opponent, and his perfect skill. Had the Great War 
not broken his magnificent career in two, he might 
well have been counted among the best who have ever 
figured at Wimbledon.

The Yugoslav-Hungarian match played at Bel
grade ended in a draw (3:3), while the Davis Cup 
match between Belgium and Hungary ended in a 
Belgian victory of 3:2.

F E N C I N G
After the Hungarian victories at Budapest the 

Italians hoped to carry the field at Meran, where the 
Italian team of four was composed of the best 
champions: Marzi, Gaudini, Pinton, and Masciotta, to 
meet the Hungarian team numbering such excellent 
fencers as Berczelly, Kovacs, Rajcsanyi, and Rajczy. 
The Hungarians, however, dealt a severe blow to the 
tlalians, who gave up the fight after the Hungarian 
team had scored 9:5.

MOTORING
The first Hungarian Grand Prix this year was 

held at the beginning of May in glorious sunshine. 
The magnificent track 5 kilometers in length is being 
made more complicited by 11 bends each on the left 
and right. The most successful motors were B. M. V„ 
D. K, W., and Puch machines. The results were as 
follows:

Sidecar motors; up to 600 cubic cm.: 20 rounds, 
100 km. Georg Mach, Austrian (Sarolea) 1:15, 06.30,

1000 cubic cm.: Karmann, German, (D. K. W.), 
1 h., 11 min., 5.75 secs, an average of 84 km., sole 
winner,

Solo cars; up to 250 cubic cm.: 35 rounds, 175 
km.: Winkler, German (D. K. W.), 1 h., 51 min., 51.7 
secs.

350 cubic cm., 40 rounds, 200 km.: Deimel, Aust
rian (Velocette), 2 h., 13 min., 13.73 secs.

500 cubic cm., 50 rounds, 250 km.: Gall, German 
(B. M. V.), 2 h., 28 min,, 44.25 secs, an average of 
104 km.

— y —
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