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by

Dr. Andrew Kun

It was Mr. Theodore Roosevelt, the great Pre
sident of the United States, who, when he was 
in Budapest, said that “No race has done so 
much for America as the Hungarians, and 

therefore no nation is more warmly sympathized 
with there than the Hungarians". At the time when 
a large group of Hungarians were in America for 
the unveiling of Kossuth's statue in New York, 
the leaders of the Hungarian delegation were 
entertained also by the editor-in-chief of the New 
York Times, who paid them a delicate compli
ment. He had the 1851 issue of the New York 
Times, which contained a marvellously beautiful 
poem welcoming Louis Kossuth to America, 
printed on silk. The issue in question also con
tained an article extolling the Hungarians and the 
Hungarian War of Independence and a brilliant 
report of the warm welcome extended to the 
Hungarian emigrants, both so highly flattering 
that Hungary will never cease to be proud of 
them. On the front page stood the words: —  “ W el
come, Louis Kossuth, the great hero of the most 
splendid, most liberty-loving nation in the world!"

No nation has done so much for America as 
Hungary, and for a long time no nation enjoyed 
the sympathy of the American public more than 
did the Hungarians. Alas! these historical memor
ies have grown dim, have slowly faded in the 
consciousness of the masses, though it must be 
said that the cultured and unbiassed American 
intelligentia are even today fully aware of them. 
Following the example of the great historian 
Rhodes, history books speak of the years 1850 to 
1852 as “ the Kossuth period of the United 
States", and books on oratory cite one or two of 
Kossuth’s speeches as masterpieces of English 
rhetoric. As a natural result of the propaganda 
against the injustices of Trianon, Hungary is 
beginning more and more to win back the sym
pathies of American public opinion, and the world 
of culture in America is growing increasingly 
appreciative of the excellence of Hungarian 
culture, science, and art.

Undoubtedly there is scarcely another nation 
whose sons have distinguished themselves so 
greatly in America as have the Hungarians, It 
would be superfluous to go back into the dim 
past until we reach the figure of a man called 
Tyrker, one of the legendary group led by the

first Norman settler, Erik the Red, in the year 
1000, who, by all accounts, was a Hungarian. We 
need not —  I repeat —  go back so far as that, 
for the links we would enumerate are such as 
will bear the limelight of historical research. One 
such, for instance, is the great role played in 
America in 1583 by Stephen Parmenius of Buda, 
a famous writer of Latin poems, who joined one 
of the first expeditions in the New World. Then 
there were several eminent Hungarian missionar
ies, Baron John Ratkay, Konchak who was killed 
in New Mexico by Indians, and John Kelp, who 
arrived in America along with Ferdinand Isaac 
Sarossy in 1694.

It is well known in America that Augustus 
Haraszthy, that highly gifted and adventurous 
Hungarian nobleman whose name was borne for 
a long time by Sank City, which was founded by 
him, and is still borne by the main street in San 
Diego, Haraszthy Street, was the man who started 
viticulture in the now famous vineyards of Cali
fornia. He brought shoots from the slopes of 
Tokay in Hungary; and that is why even today 
Californian wine is called “ Tokay".

American history records the heroism of 
Colonel Kovach, who distinguished himself in 
Washington's army as the commander of a legion. 
Equally well-known is the fact that many Hun
garian hussars fought in Washington's army. 
Amongst others there were two officers of high 
rank, Polareczky and Count Francis Benyovszky. 
In the thirties of last century we find records of 
a famous Hungarian Professor of Medicine, Dr. 
John Theodore Gaspar, and another famous Hun
garian scientist, Professor Francis Valy. It is 
interesting to note that the first German news
paper in America was founded by Samuel Ludwig, 
who had emigrated to America from the County 
of Szepes, but never ceased to be an ardent Hun
garian at heart.

No nation gave so many soldiers to the 
Northern army in the war for the emancipation of 
the slaves as did Hungary. In that army we find 
2 Hungarian lieutenant-generals, 5 major-generals, 
15 colonels, 2 lieutenant-colonels, 133 majors and 
184 officers of lower rank. Many Hungarian non
commissioned officers and private soldiers fought 
in the following regiments: Lincoln's Chicago
Rifle Brigade, Garibaldi's Guards, the 39th New
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York Infantry Regiment, the New Jersey and St. 
Louis Infantry Regiments and Maclellan's artil
lery. One of the greatest heroes of the Civil War 
was a Hungarian major of hussars, Zagonyi by 
name, a picture of whose death charge at Spring- 
field hangs in the state-room of the White House. 
The history of the Civil War mentions the heroic 
charge led by Emery Spelletich at Fort Donelson. 
Lieutenant-General Alexander Asboth, who pre
pared the plans of the famous Central Park in 
New York and of city development in that town 
and who died as United States ambassador in 
Argentina, is known as the winner of the Mill
spring victory. Schoolbooks contain an account of 
the Hungarian Lieutenant-General Stahel's le
gendary battle at Pearidge. After being wounded 
in battle, General Figyelmessy first become Com
mandant of the city of Washington and later on 
American consul. A  Hungarian General, Pomutz, 
became American consul-general in St. Peters
burg: Ladislas Ujhazy was consul in Ancona; 
and the above-mentioned General Stahel was the 
first man after the war to be entrusted by the 
U. S. A. Foreign Ministry with the task of enter
ing into diplomatic negotiations with Japan.

One of the two Rombauers became a judge 
of the Supreme Court, the other the founder of 
the ‘ ‘New World", the biggest newspaper in St. 
Louis.

about the Indians is considered the best ethno
graphic work on the subject, and 32 new minerals 
and 41 new plants have been named after him. 
This astonishing man, who was the first to make 
maps of the Colorado district, was offered a uni
versity professorship in America, but he chose 
rather to return to Budapest, where he laid the 
foundation of the Zoological Gardens, and died, 
a comparatively poor man, as custodian in a 
museum here.

One of the chairmen of the American Society 
of Surgeons was the Hungarian university profes
sor Arpad Gerster. He was also the founder of 
New York's largest hospital. His brother Bela, who 
built the Corinthian Canal, prepared the plans of 
the Panama Canal for the American company that 
built it. Edison was often heard to say that his 
two best collaborators were Joseph Fodor and 
Theodore Puskas, the latter of whom invented the 
telephone exchange and the ticker. Edison entrusted 
him with the organization of the Companie Con- 
tinentale Edison in Europe, from which sprang the 
Italian Edison Company, the Deutsche Edison 
Gesellschaft and the Allgemeine Elektrizitats Ge- 
sellschaft which later on was to become so famous 
all the world over.

Volumes might be written about the successes 
achieved in America by Munkacsy and other Hun- 

•Mgarian artists, about the distinguished role played 
Among the names of America's greatest !? by Hungarian artists, musicians, scientists and
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Helprin and Anthony Valias. The last mentioned 
was Professor of Mathematics at the Louisana 
State University and one of the greatest mathe
maticians in America. A  physician, Dr. Bettelheim, 
did able work as a geographic explorer. His statue 
stands on the Japanese island of Ryu-Kyu. A 
Hungarian, Joseph Makk, founded the first school 
of military engineering in the U. S. A. Pullitzer 
of Mako, who had been mayor and member of the 
House of Representatives, was the founder of the 
World, one of America's biggest newspapers. It 
was he who created the American type of re
portage newspaper and who erected the first sky
scraper newspaper building. In Davenport one of 
America's finest parks is still known as Fejervary 
Park, named so after the Hungarian Fejervary 
who left the greater part of his immense fortune 
for the purpose of creating it.

People are now beginning to forget that the 
Hungarian emigrants who fled to America after 
the Hungarian War of Independence built the 
town of New Buda in the Country of Decatur, 
Iowa State, when, to show its sympathy for the 
Hungarian struggles, the State gave them a grant 
of land in that wild district where hardly any 
European had ever set foot before. The town it
self, alas!, is no longer Hungarian in character; 
but the district (township) is still called New 
Buda. In the vestibule of the famous Smithsonian 
Institute in Washington stands a bust of the Hun
garian John Xantus. He it was who made the 
splendid collections of ethnographic, mineral and 
botanic specimens for the Institute, and who 
founded the first U. S. A. meteorologic observa
tory on the Pacific coast. Even today his book

writers in the development of fine arts, music, 
science and literature in the United States, and 
about the fact that the present advanced develop
ment of the film is mainly due to the work of 
Hungarian producers, writers and actors. We may 
say nothing of the great achievements of con
temporary Hungarians in America, but we must 
not forget to mention that Michael Munkacsy’s 
painting of "Blind Milton" hangs in the place of 
honour in the portico of the New York Public 
Library, while his "Christ before Pilate“  is the 
pride of the Wanemakers of Philadelphia. The 
most famous sculptures in the Metropolitan Mu
seum are two works by the Hungarian sculptor 
Conti, his “ Genius of Immortality" and “ Mother 
and Child". It was also Conti who modelled the 
two groups on the triumphal arch erected in 
honour of Admiral Dewey in Madison Square 
Garden, New York, and the Dix Morgan statue in 
Trinity College. Kay’s statue in front of the 
Brooklyn Borough Hall and the splendid statue 
of the Indian chief Oroton ordered by the Hacken- 
suck Historical Society are the work of Eugene 
Juszko. To continue the enumeration of Hungarian 
artists of the past, mention must be made of the 
well-known painter, Princess Lwow nee Wilhel- 
mina Parlaghy Bodanszky, the famous conductor 
of the New York Metropolitan Operahouse, and 
Leopold Auer, who was director of the Conserva
tory of Music in St. Petersburg before he went to 
New York. Two famous stars of the Metropolitan 
Operahouse, Margaret Metzenauer and Ellen Dal- 
lossy, were also Hungarians, as was Arkad Mo- 
gyorossy, who under the non-de-plume of Arcadius 
Avellanus edited a Latin magazine for the Rocke
feller Foundation. It would be easy to continue
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ad infinitum the list of famous Hungarian writers, 
scientists and artists by adding the names of those 
of the present generation, but, as said before in 
this article we have confined ourselves to those 
of the past.

Our most valuable gift, to America, and —  
let us be frank —  the one most grudgingly given, 
was the hundreds of thousands of decent, in
dustrious Hungarian emigrants, all of whom have 
become grateful and loyal citizens of the United 
States, contributing bricks of incalculable value to 
the edifice of American economic prosperity. In 
1910 H. C. Lineberg, Professor of the Boston Uni
versity, computed that in that year there were
1.200.000 Hungarians working in America, who 
were earning 100.000.000 dollars annually and 
enriching the U. S. A. with 600.000.000 dollars’ 
worth of production yearly. Senator Johnson, 
whose name is famous in conection with the se
verity of the Immigration Law, officially stated that 
both as regards loyalty and morals, hygiene, thrift 
and their labour value, the Hungarians were one 
of the most desirable elements in the country.

It would, of course, be one-sided to calculate 
only what America owes to Hungary, for the 
scales are balanced by the great kindness shown

and support accorded to Hungary by the U. S. A. 
through a lengthy period of time. We can never, 
for instance, forget the enthusiasm with which 
America took Louis Kossuth and his companions 
in exile to her heart or the favours showered upon 
Kossuth by official America as well as American 
society, favours the like of which but few foreigners 
have been privileged to enjoy. We can never for
get or be sufficiently grateful for the measure of 
cordial and generous hospitality extended to those 
exiles of the Hungarian War of Independence. 
Volumes would scarcely suffice to record all that 
the Hungarians owe to the humane spirit of 
America, to count the number of Hungarians who 
have received a generous slice of bread from the 
first republic in the world or to enumerate the 
many eminent American politicians, publicists and 
churchmen who have actively participated in the 
sacred mission of saving this race and people — 
a mission the aim of which is, by means of peace
ful propaganda against the unreasonable and 
wicked Treaty of Trianon, to ameliorate the ter
rible sufferings and protect the rights of the Hun
garians now languishing under the tyranny of an 
alien yoke.

—  y —

P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C

“ THE PRISONERS OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA"
Under the above title a noteworthy article by 

the Viscount Rothermere appeared in the ‘‘Daily 
Mail". Its conclusions agree entirely with those of 
the article by Mr, Garvin in the November 22 issue 
of the "Observer", a report of which was given in 
the November number of this paper.

"Most blunders in life have to be paid for. The 
blunder of creating that synthetic and spurious State 
called Czecho-Slovakia may well cost Europe another 
war.

"Of all the reckless things done by the "peace
makers” in Paris this was the worst. Yet the biggest 
ramp in diplomatic history passed all but unnoticed 
at the time.

"The Czech and pro-Czech intriguers who 
bamboozled the peace delegates had an easy game. 
Those overworked and weary statesmen were under 
strong pressure to finish quickly their recasting of the 
map of Europe and get back to the urgent problems 
awaiting them at home.

"A small set of self-seeking or time-serving 
"experts" flooded them with one-sided memoranda, 
minutes, digests, drafts, summaries and maps. The re
sult was that they imposed a settlement entirely in 
the interests of the Czechs.

"The agreements and bargains were made behind 
closed doors", says the American delegate, Mr. Lansing, 
in his history of the Peace Conference. One British 
journalist who was prominent in the hole-and-corner 
dealings to which Czecho-Slovakia owes her baneful 
and fraudulent existence boasted in a speech that "a 
few experts, knowing their own minds and concentrat
ing all their efforts on a given end, can sometimes

achieve ends unattainable by the leaders of uniformed 
opinion and uniformed statesmanship".

"The Peace Conference was bluffed into making 
Czecho-Slovakia. That bluff has lasted sixteen years. 
It is now very near to being called.

"The very name “ Czecho-Slovakia" has no sense. 
It was a counterfeit label without historic or ethno
graphical significance. One might as well talk of 
"Anglo-Holland".

"This Central European sham, which is a perpetual 
danger to the peace of that part of the Continent, was 
contrived in the interests of the Czechs, a crafty race, 
who managed to keep a foot in both camps throughout 
the war and at its end claimed an extravagant reward 
from the victors for their duplicity.

"Though Czecho-Slovakia has 14,000,000 inhabitants, 
only 7,000,000 are Czechs. Half the population has 
managed to annex and dominate the rest. Even after 
16 years of systematic "Czechification", one-third of 
the population can speak neither Czech nor Slovak.

"These Czechs were one of the subject races of 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire before and throughout 
the war. Owing to the fact that the Czech soldiers 
deserted in unusually large numbers, it was possible 
for pro-Czech busybodies in England and America to 
represent them as an oppressed nation entitled to 
indulgent recognition from the Allies.

“At the Peace Conference this view rounded out 
on the North by the inclusion of 3x/4 million Germans 
who had hitherto been under Austrian rule, and in the 
South by the ruthless appropriation of three-quarters 
of a million of pure-blooded Hungarians.

"These two solid contingents of foreigners have


