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COUNT STEPHEN BETHLEN’S ARTICLE 
AND THE PUBLIC OPINION OF RUMANIA

T
he article by Count Stephen Bethlen which 

appeared in the December number of the 
“Danubian Review" —  an article giving a 
thrilling picture of the oppression and suf

ferings of the Hungarian minority in Transylvania 
—  created an exceptionally great stir in Rumania 
and Transylvania. Day after day the significant 
points put forward by Count Bethlen were made 
the subject of statements by politicians, newspa
per articles and a whole series of special studies.

Though for the most part biassed, one-sided 
and even hostile in spirit, these statements etc. al
most without exception contain something — 
though indeed only when read between the lines 
—  which is an admission at times open and at 
others disguised —  of the fact that there must be 
some change in the lot of the Hungarian minority 
of Transylvania and that the present situation can
not possibly be maintained unaltered.

The most important of the statements made 
by leading Rumanian political factors is that of 
M. Lapedatu, President of the Rumanian Senate, 
who inter alia declared the suggestion made by 
Count Bethlen to the effect that the question of 
the Hungarian minority in Transylvania should be 
discussed by direct negotiation between the two 
Governments concerned, to be very serious and of 
the utmost significance; that procedure being in
deed the only way to secure elimination of the 
misunderstandings which have so far made any 
settlement of the question unfeasible.

Professor Nicholas Jorga —  who has at other 
times endeavoured to adopt an objective attitude 
in the minority question —  on the present occasion 
has attempted to shelve the matter of such vital 
importance by a pesting attitude quite unworthy 
of a serious historian —  by striving to prove that 
Count Bethlen is — a Rumanian by origin . . . ! !

In the “ Curentul“  the chief leader-writer of 
the paper, M. Pamfil Seicariu, objects that while on 
the one hand apparently offering the right hand 
of peace Count Bethlen (he declares) writes of 
conditions in Rumania with a pen dipped in venom. 
All we would add by way of comment on this 
statement of M. Seicariu is that, though these are 
indeed painful truths, it is not our fault that their 
acoustics are jarring. —  In the "Universal" M. 
Theodor G. Emandi, Minister Plenipotentiary and 
Envoy Extraordinary, wrote a series of three art

icles entitled "The Claims of the Hungarians" in 
answer to Count Bethlen. With a view to showing 
the Rumanian point of view to be the right one 
M. Emandi takes us back to far distant historical 
antecedents and endeavours in particular to uti
lise Louis Kossuth’s confederative theory as a 
means of refuting the unanswerable truths con
tained in Count Bethlen's article.

Particularly noteworthy is the statement 
made by M. Bucsan, formerly Under-Secretary of 
State for Minorities in the Avarescu Government. 
In his opinion matters relating to national minor
ities must not be converted into party questions, 
but must be treated as State questions to be ad
justed definitively by a Commission of a non-party 
character. Great importance is attached to Count 
Bethlen’s arguments also by M. Valer Moldovan, 
a former Governor of Transylvania, —  though 
only subject to the measures suggested by Bethlen 
being followed by Hungary renouncing all claim 
to a revision.

What an utter misunderstanding of the whole 
question!! Revision and the minority question —  
two completely divergent questions!! and those 
who really desire to follow the lead shown by 
Stephen Bethlen must not jeopardise success by 
suggesting superfluous interdependences of the 
kind.

M. Gita Pop, a former Deputy Minister and 
a leading Member of the National Peasants Party, 
is guilty of the same lapse as Moldovan. He 
simply offers Hungary a trade by barter —  sugg
esting the observance and execution of the pro
visions of the Minority Treaties in return for 
Hungary's renunciation of her claim to a revision. 
M. Octavian Goga, the Rumanian translator of the 
poetry of the great Hungarian poet Andrew Ady, 
—  who has recently figured very prominently in 
anti-Magyar movements engineered by the Ex
treme Right —  would appear to be once more 
calming down. In his statement he denies theje 
being any desire in Rumania to wipe out the 
minorities, and then declares that, though he is in 
favour of an agreement between Hungary and 
Rumania, he would never sit down to discuss the 
matter unless all talk of a revision is abandoned. 
Goga’s misgivings are quite groundless; for Beth
len in his article expressly emphasised that the 
question at issue on the present occasion is not
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revision, but the minority question, which must be 
adjusted urgently and without delay.

A  Transylvanian journalist interviewed M. 
Julius Maniu, former Prime Minister of Rumania 
and whilom leader of the National Peasants Party, 
who evaded the question in the following manner:

“The address given by Count Stephen Beth- 
len at Milan, his Christmas article and the argu
ments, conclusions and suggestions contained 
therein, cannot be answered in the form of state
ments. The eminence of the writer and the import
ance of the question alike demand a close investi
gation. And it is to be hoped that that investiga
tion will be made."

Professor Lupas too, professor of history in 
the University of Kolozsvar, and one of the chief 
leaders of the anti-revision movement, has also 
made a statement. “There is not denying” —  he 
said —  “ that a serious importance attaches to 
Count Bethlen's Christmas article. I consider 
direct negotiations not only possible, but also 
necessary. I admit also that no one is more quali
fied than Bethlen to initiate a rapprochement be
tween the two nations. My membership of the 
Anti-Revision League does not preclude —  and 
indeed actually facilitates —  my taking a leading 
part in an association for the purpose of bringing 
about seriously and bona fide a rapprochement 
between the Rumanian elements and the minorities 
of Rumania.”

We see how this professor —  an extreme anti
revisionist —  is able to nicely differentiate; he is 
perfectly conscious of the difference between re
vision and the minority question. The other Ru
manian politicians have really much to learn from 
him.

In conclusion we would note the strange 
opinion voiced by M. Madgearu, a former Min
ister of Finance, who has declared that the only 
object Bethlen had in view when writing the 
article was to create an atmosphere favourable to 
Hungary calculated to support her claim to a de
nunciation of the military clauses of the Treaty 
of Trianon. And that is all that need be said with 
reference to the effect produced so far in the 
public opinion of Rumania proper by Count Beth
len's article.

The Hungarian journals appearing in Trans
ylvania naturally endeavour to keep the question 
raised by Count Bethlen warm: but the suggestions 
have aroused equal interest also in the German 
press of that province. Particularly noteworthy in 
this connection is a leading article which appeared 
recently in the “ Kronstddted Zeitung“  from the 
pen of a Saxon who was a Member of the pre- 
War Hungarian Parliament. “There can be no 
doubt" —  he writes —  “ that the best way to 
bring about an understanding in the question of 
the racial minorities would be for the two neigh
bouring States to open up direct negotiations. No 
objection to the effect that the adjustment of the 
affairs of racial minorities is a question of the in
ternal policy of the country concerned, any inter
vention from without being in effect an unwar
ranted interference on the part of a foreign State, 
could today be taken seriously. After all, every 
question that may be or is made the subject of 
inter-State discussion is originally domestic in 
character; nevertheless, in matters of this kind 
treaties are concluded between the several States 
which are calculated to facilitate and further 
friendly intercourse between neighbours."

THE HUNGARIAN QUESTION FROM 
GEO- AND ETHNOPOLITICAL POINT OF VIEW

by
Dr. Andrew Moraveh

T
he Hungarian question is no mere con- 
junctural phenomenon; nor is it in its essence 
or in the problems to which it gives rise, a 
mere function of any political tendency. This 

question is rooted in the soul and in the whole 
world of feelings of the Hungarian nation and is 
based in the united will of that nation: the lapse 
of time will not change it; it cannot be removed 
except by a re-adjustment of the Basin of the 
Carpathians effected in a spirit of justice and 
equity, of liberty and equality.

This immanent character of the Hungarian 
question is comprehensible only to those who are 
familiar with Hungarian history. Apart from short 
intervals, the Basin of the Carpathians for ten 
centuries constituted a political unit in which the 
leading role was continuously played by the Magyar 
element —  even when the numbers of that element

were at their lowest figure; a political unit in 
which the Magyars represented political ability 
and State-forming capacity. The Middle Danube 
territory as a whole was kept from falling to 
pieces by that Hungarian State idea which has 
been so tellingly described by Ladislas Ottlik, the 
eminent Hungarian publicist, in the following 
passage:

"The “ Hungarian State idea" was the con
centration in a single political unit of the Basin 
of the Carpathians as a natural unit of life and 
the saturation of that territorial unit with the Hun
garian idea of liberty. . .  And when we interpret 
this idea in the form of "Pax Hungarica", we turn 
conciously towards the great Roman exemplar . . .  
The world rule of the Roman Empire —  the 
domination over innumerable foreign countries of 
a tiny people —  owed its existence to the spirit
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of Roman civilisation: similarly it was the idea of 
"Pax Hungarica" —  or Hungarian civilisation — 
that in the course of time proved able to recruit in 
its service the life and genius of the numerous 
"foreign” —  non-Magyar —  peoples which were 
living beneath the shadow of the Carpathians or 
had migrated to the country, utilising their assist
ance to create a flourishing oasis of Western 
civilisation and a strong outpost of Christian 
culture. . .  The offspring of the Roman "patres 
conscripti” as champions, defenders and re
builders of the Roman Empire and of Roman civil
isation were in time replaced by African, Spanish, 
Illyrian and even Germanic "barbarians” : in 
Hungary too we see in the roll-call of great 
names fighting for Hungarian civilisation the 
French Angevin kings, Hunyadi, the son of a 
Wallachian factor, the Italian Capistrano, the 
Croatian Utyeshenovitch and Zrinyis. In 1848/49 
we find German, Irish, Serbian and Polish heroes 
fighting for the same civilisation. . , Under the 
protecting shadow of this universal cis-Carpathian 
civilisation we find living together in brotherly 
peace and concord —• each people preserving its 
own spirit, faith and customs —  Magyar and Slovak 
agriculturists, Wallachian mountain shepherds, 
German burgesses, Serbian, Greek and Armenian 
merchants and traders ..

Today this "Pax Hungarica” is already a thing 
of the past: in the Treaty of Trianon Hungary was 
mercilessly torn to pieces. Nevertheless — deprived 
of 68°/o of its territory and 59% of its original 
population, its racial brethren scattered in five 
different directions and one-third subjected to 
foreign rule —  the Hungarian people, with its 
thousand years of unbroken independent State life 
behind it, has remained steady and firm in a dis
membered fatherland, though deprived of the 
elementary conditions of mere subsistence. This 
people regards its present downtrodden state as 
merely provisional and —  as so many times during 
the thousand years of its pre-Trianon history — 
identifies its cause with the causes of Europe, 
trusting unswervingly in the power of justice and 
convinced that when Europe once more follows a 
veritably European policy she will eventually re
store the Hungarian map of a united Basin of the 
Carpathians.

The history of that Hungarian people which 
the propagandists of Prague and Bucharest declare 
to be the enemy of European peace proves beyond 
the shadow of a doubt that the Hungarian nation 
is inseparably bound up with Europe, as may be 
seen from the general summary given by Count 
Paul Teleki in the following passages:

“ From the time when Roman law and culture, 
the energy and multifariousness of new peoples and 
the authority of the Christian Church created a 
Europe, the development of that Europe has been 
uniform in every field alike. The formation of 
national States in the eighth and ninth centuries, 
the strengthening of feudalism and the royal 
power, centralisation, the Crusades of the eleventh 
and twelfth centuries, humanism, the Renaissance, 
the Reformation, the development of ocean naviga
tion and of maritime trade, the trading companies

which almost all exercised a State sovereignty (e. 
g. the Hanseatic League and the India Company), 
the discoveries and conquests and colonisations, as 
also to some extent the methods of colonisation 
themselves, mercantilism, liberalism, parliamentary 
development —  all these movements and moments 
were universally and exclusively European move
ments and moments appearing everywhere at 
practically the same time or sweeping over Europe 
from West to East. This is true of the process of 
deforestation, which began in the West in the 
centuries following the great migration of the 
peoples and came to an end in the East in the 
eleventh and twelfth centuries; it is true also of 
the growth of frontiers demarcated by compromise 
with the older earthen rampart-boundaries. We 
see the same process also in respect of the found
ation of universities, which came into existence 
practically simultaneously all over Europe. And 
printing too, which spread all over Europe within 
fifty years, shows the same process at work. And 
these movements which extended over the whole 
Continent of Europe came to a standstill at the 
frontiers of that Continent. . .  In Europe I do not 
include the greater part of Russia or the Balkans, 
which a few decenniums ago were still under 
Turkish suzerainty. The reason why I do not in
clude Russia is that that country was not European 
either geo-biologically or geologically or in respect 
of the development of its surface, or indeed in 
respect of the social and political development of 
its people: and I omit the Balkans simply because 
they were absolutely parts of Asia in the most 
important and most characteristic periods of the 
peculiarly European development of our Continent 
. . .  All the historical processus and movements 
enumerated above —  whether intellectual or cul
tural or political, social or economic —  are ele
ments of one uniform development. To take a 
single element of this development and place it 
isolated in the foreground is impossible. That is 
why it was so fatally mistaken to effect the 
political re-adjustement of Europe exclusively on 
the basis of language and linguistic kinship, —
i. e. of only one of the multifarious elements 
forming races and families of peoples . . ."

Teleki also points to the causes which made 
the public opinion of Europe liable to make that 
mistake, — to the erroneous conclusions that in
duced European public opinion to begin to take 
the term "nation" to mean the community of 
persons speaking one and the same language and 
to regard as the only principle upon which to build 
up a State linguistic homogeneity, —  to the causes 
that led ultimately to the coming into being (and 
indeed to the excesses resulting in consequences 
which serve as warnings) of the ,,nationalisms" of 
today. According to Teleki "in every territory of 
a more or less mixed character there are antagon
isms and conflicts. In such situations it is only by 
a mutual reconcilement of interests and by effecting 
a compromise of those interests that we can bring 
about a solution and peace. , .  The necessity of 
these ethnic or linguistic compromises may be 
paralleled by the necessity for compromises in the 
economic field — e. g. for the adjustment by com-



D A N  UB  t A N It E V I E  W

promise of industrial, agrarian and commercial 
interests. Why is it impossible to arrive at similar 
compromises in linguistic matters too, when in 
economic life such compromises between the 
various occupations is regarded as perfectly 
natural? Every day people are beginning to realise 
more and more fully that the purely ethnical 
distribution of nationalities has been overdone. 
This was the fault, not so much of scholars as of 
politicians, the latter having underlined the 
antagonisms in order to more thoroughly mould 
the political units or to better exploit the conflicts 
between the several nationalities. Thus, in many 
cases an endeavour was made to bolster purely 
political ambitions by the aid of some talk of a 
higher ethnic community or State, that being 
effected in complete defiance of geography, 
economic life and the customs of centuries . . . How 
is it that in our generation it has become so 
common a practice to give the term "nation" an 
ethnical or racial definition? how is it that race 
and nation has become identified with language, a 
factor of far inferior moment in respect of con
siderable historical periods? The main reason is 
that in certain places —  particularly since the 
middle of last century —  the ethnical definition of 
nation has been deliberately thrown into relief and 
particular importance attached to language as a 
criterion of race. —  I would in illustration of this 
thesis point out that the two greatest national 
movements leading to the formation of large State 
units resting on ethnic foundations —  those of 
Italy and Germany —  were both quite as economic 
and geographical as they were racial in character; 
those movements were just as much directed by 
geographical situation and just as much furthered 
by economic interests as by the idea of racial unity. 
It was economically only natural that the in
numerable insignificant customs barriers should be 
demolished and geographically just as com
prehensible that the innumerable tiny districts 
constituting the Italian and German areas should 
be merged in the well-defined —  and in the case 
if Italy in particular racially motivated —  large 
territories which today form those States. But the 
national idea, which then began to make headway, 
proved strong as a slogan; so it was chosen as the 
leading motto. Nevertheless, the fact that one or 
two nationality movements based on ethnical 
foundations were backed by historical logic and 
did not clash with the economic interests, does not 
justify our concluding that economic situations 
may be subordinated everywhere to ethnical or 
geographical considerations."

*
It was this one-sided point of view that was 

responsible for the Treaty of Trianon, The drafters 
of that Treaty took into account only the ethno
graphical element —  not consistently, as we shall 
see later, but superficially, in many cases guided 
by mere malice or absolutely misguided — , whereas 
in Europe we have often to reckon with other 
forces which are often more binding and more 
effective as connecting links than are mere agree
ment in externals (citizenship, language, class) — 
viz. forms of life, identical or similar religions,

6

traditions, common history, the influence of a 
common milieu, development of a common culture, 
etc. ..

Now if we compare historical Hungary with 
the Succession States of today in the light of these 
connecting forces, a mere cursory glance will show 
us at once that there is no denying the existence 
of an enormous balance in favour of the former. 
Let us take first the geographical unity was such a 
commonplace of geographical science that every 
respectable text-book of political geography or of 
geopolitics cited as the classical example of a 
natural State unit the Hungarian Basin —  that 
territory which according to Maull,1 the authority 
on geopolitics, from 375 A. D. remained for more 
than fifteen centuries and a half a united political 
unit. The centre of the Basin of the Carpathians 
was a huge plain —  the Great Lowlands of Hun
gary —  surrounded by hilly regions beyond which 
there were high mountains (the Carpathians and 
the eastern spurs of the Alps) forming an almost 
perfect circle shutting Hungary off practically 
hermetically from the outside world. The same 
unity and detachment characterised pre-Trianon 
Hungary hydrographically too. The larger rivers 
all ran from the mountains towards the Lowlands, 
the valleys of the rivers offering natural highways 
of communication leading towards the Capital city 
of Budapest, the natural centre of traffic lying in 
the heart of the country. The favourable geo
graphical conditions furthered the establishment of 
an ideal economic community. The situation of 
Greater Hungary was of a transitional character: 
the country was situated at the point where the 
three chief territorial regions of Europe (the mild, 
rainly climatic region of West Europe, the dry, 
cold climatic region of East Europe, and the warm, 
dry climatic region of South Europe) met. It was 
this climatic peculiarity that caused the economic 
life of Greater Hungary to be so many-sided and 
brought into being the harmony which is one of the 
most important postulates of an ideal political 
territory. A  territory is harmonious naturally when 
it consists of regions possessing a varied, not 
monotonous, structure, climate, surface and veget
ation and when the regions of varying character 
are not contradictory but self-complementary."1 2

Well, in this respect Hungary was a model of 
variety. In the centre of the Lowlands was the 
staple and the chief market, with a population of 
craftsmen, traders (merchants) and officials 
(clerks). That staple was surrounded by belts de
voted to the cultivation and production of veget
ables, fruit and cereals, with a well distributed 
agrarian population: the peripheries consisting of 
regions devoted to forestry and sheep-farming, 
with a population —  constantly decreasing in 
denseness — of herdsmen and forest labourers. 
The Great Lowlands were the heart of the country:

FEBRUARY, m i

1 S ee  Maull, Otto: "P o lit is ch e  G e o g ra p h ic "  (B erlin ,
1925), p . 196.

2 S ee  Fodor, Ferenc: " A  trianon i szerzod es  fo ld r a jz i  
m egv ilag itasb an " (in  the w ork  en titled  "Ig a zsd g o t M ag ya r- 
o rsza g n a k " —  J u stice  fo r  H ungary  —  B u dapest, 1928) —  
p. 364.
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the central situation of these Lowlands lying sur
rounded by hilly regions provided a natural 
cementing force of incalculable importance both 
economically and politically. The Lowlands secured 
the State economic autarchy in respect of agrarian 
produce; while the outlying regions were of 
importance from another point of view, expanding 
that agrarian autarchy into a general economic 
autarchy by the aid of their natural resources and 
their raw materials (coal, salt, iron, water power, 
etc.) and creating possibilities for a flourishing 
economic exchange of goods the Lowlands having 
continuously exchanged their agrarian products 
for the raw materials of the peripheries.

In an excellent monograph3 to which an 
English summary has been annexed Andrew Ronai 
has made calculations relating to the ten chief raw 
products of Hungary (wheat, rye, barley, maize, 
potatoes, sugar, salt, wood, coal iron) for the 
purpose of showing the volume of those materials 
grown or produced respectively in the Basin of the 
Carpathians and the quota of the requirements of 
the inhabitants living in the respective areas of 
production suppled by the said output —  thereby 
testing the autarchic value of pre-War Greater 
Hungary. According to the results obtained by 
him, the territory occupied by the Hungarian Basin 
proved able to produce surplus supplies of eight 
of the said ten raw products, the yield of the tenth 
(coal) showing any noteworthy shortage. Ronai has 
shown, further, in the same work, that in keeping 
with the harmonious economic structure of Greater 
Hungary the distribution of the other predominant 
element of States —  viz. population —  was as 
harmonious as was that of the land. For according 
to the theses of political geography the distribution 
of the population of any given political area or 
State is ideal where the population is densest in 
the vicinity of the centre and becomes thinner and 
thinner as we approach the outlying regions, —  a 
circumstance of extreme importance particularly 
in respect of public administration, economic con
ditions and educational policy, though most 
particularly in connection with the defence of the 
country. Concerning the distribution of population 
of Hungary, Ronai says:

“ If we draft cross-sections of the map 
of the Basin of the Carpathians in several 
different directions, we find the result to be 
in all cases that the density of population 
increases to a surprising degree as we approach 
the centre of the State from the two peripheries. 
But we may go farther still. If we investigate the 
actual and natural increase of population re
spectively in the several regions of the State 
territory and the direction of the inner migration 
resulting therefrom, we find that in this respect 
the Hungarian Basin is a classical example of an 
ideal State territory. The increase of population is 
intesive in the central areas, decreasing in intensity 
as we approach the peripheries. And that this

3 "E g y  harm onikus a llam teriilet statisztikai k e p e ' 
(B u dap est, 1936: R ep rin t from  "F o ld r a jz i  K o z le m e n y e k "). 
C on ta in s very  in teresting d iagram s.

Fodor, Francis: “ T h e T rea ty  o f  T rian on  in the light 
o f G e o g ra p h y ."  B udapest, pp . 327— 360.

regular development cannot be explained as due 
to biological or other similar causes (e. g. the 
degree of prolificness of the several racial, 
linguistic, religious elements of the population 
living in the various sections of the country varying 
in degree), is shown by the degree of natural 
increase, which is often very high actually in the 
outlying regions. Only a large proportion of the 
additional population of the peripheries drifts to
wards the centre, thereby increasing the stability 
of the density of population of the State territory.”

We would add to the above conclusions 
ascertained by Ronai that this same phenomenon 
was one of the main causes of the natural absorp
tion of the non-Magyar nationalities which resulted 
in the relative proportion of Magyars in the 
country as a whole advancing from year to year. 
This inner migration —  the circumstance that the 
peoples of foreign tongues living in the nationality 
districts near the frontiers, in obedience to the 
laws of economic life, migrated in masses towards 
the purely Magyar centre and there became 
naturally Magyarised —  was the chief cause of 
the assimilation of a large scale of the non-Magyar 
nationalities, not any Magyarisation by force such 
as is being tendentiously thrown in the teeth of 
the Hungarians by the Magyarphobe propagandists. 
This is proved also by the words written some 
time back concerning the interdependence of the 
process of assimilation and the inner migration by 
Oscar Jaszi, the former Hungarian publicist now 
living in America who is there carrying on a 
campaign against his native land and cannot surely 
be accused of prepossession in favour of Hungary:

“The absorption was for the most part an un
conscious process and followed the direction of 
superior economic and cultural development. The 
increased surpluses of agrarian produce of the 
fertile Magyar plains and the enhancement of 
industry, commerce, traffic and cultural life result
ing attracted continually increasing numbers of 
persons, who in dress and mind, in customs and 
standard of life, in cultural values and finally in 
language too accommodated themselves (that being 
more agreeable for them and increasing the suc
cess and the warmth of life!!) to the standards of 
the higher economic and intellectual culture. And, 
seeing that this advance of culture ensued during 
the past century in the agriculturally wealthier 
Hungarian Lowlands and in our big towns, it is 
only natural that this centripetal tendency should 
have asserted itself in the direction of this centre 
of Magyar culture —  the movement being in 
evidence in keeping with the law of "least re
sistance” also from the direction of the starving 
and illiterate "nationality” peripheries which were 
terriblly behind the times in respect of civil 
liberties too. The only negative quality of Hungary 
as an ideal State was the nationality dis- 
homogeneity of that country."4

*
We do not of course agree that nationality 

(racial) homogeneity is a sine qua non of a sound

4 " A  nem zetisegi a llam ok  k ia lak u lasa  es a nem zeiiseg i 
k erd es”  (B u d ap est: pu b lish ed  b y  the "H u sza d ik  S z a za d ” ). 
T h e  ita lics  as those o f  the orig ina l text,
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State; indeed, we are convinced that no natural 
State units can possibly develop without the in
clusion of elements of other tongues. We are 
equally convinced that the presence within a State 
of even a very considerable proportion of elements 
of foreign race need not necessarily cause any 
disturbance; the well-known example of Switzer
land is not the only instance of this phenomenon: 
the thesis is proved also by the case of Hungary, 
where for more than ten centuries multifarious 
ethnic elements lived in peaceful symbiosis — 
alike when the Magyars formed the dominant 
majority (as in the Middle Ages) and when —  in 
the days of Turkish devastation and during the 
subsequent period when foreigners were settled in 
Hungary in large numbers to replace the Magyars 
who had perished in the continuous struggle 
against the Ottoman invaders —  the Magyars were 
temporarily converted into a minority, —  or when 
(after the opening of the twentieth century) the 
Magyars continually and consistently increased 
their numerical superiority over the Hungarians of 
other race. Until about 1830 the "nationality ques
tion” was unknown in Hungary; and later on too, 
when certain nationality "leaders” provoked a 
linguistic struggle and made foreign public opinion 
believe that the quarrels which had brought mere 
fractions into action were mass-movements, though 
the masses knew nothing of any "nationality fight". 
In the economic field there could naturally be no 
question of pressure; while the non-Magyar 
nationalities were able to freely use their own 
languages at home and in the administration of 
justice and to a rather far-reaching degree also in 
schools too.

With very few exceptions Hungarian public 
opinion and Hungarian statesmen never thought of 
depriving the non-Magyar nationalities of their 
languages. The Hungarians (Magyars) have always 
realised that the mere fact of a person's mother 
tongue being Hungarian (Magyar) was no criterion 
of loyalty to State and country and therefore at 
all times endeavoured to make the non-Magyar 
nationalities attached by feeling to the country 
and the Hungarian nation. This circumstance alone 
explains why though exposed almost continuously 
and uninterruptedly to attacks from without the 
Hungarian State never suffered serious internal 
upheavals and in consequence proved able to 
undertake and to play that role in world history 
for which its geographical situation had predestined 
it —  viz. on the one hand to act as an outpost on 
the border line between West and East, stemming 
the tides of onslaught from the East (Mongol in
vasion, Turkish occupation, pan-Slavism etc.) and 
defending the culture of the West, and on the 
other hand to ensure the rule of organised political 
order and public security in the Basin of the 
Carpathians, thereby creating and maintaining 
possibilities of moral, economic and cultural 
development. This mission the Magyars fulfilled 
honourably for a thousand years; and their ful
filment of that mission —  apart from ensuring 
the Magyar people progress, welfare and a high 
standard of culture — enabled the other nationali
ties living in Hungary also to advance (an advance

varying in degree with the varying natural sur
roundings which is however undeniable in the case 
of all those nationalities alike) both economically 
and culturally to a standard of life which in the 
opinion of all unbiassed observers was in every 
respect higher than that of their racial kin living 
beyond the frontiers of Hungary.

In this respect what has the balance-sheet of 
the Treaty of Trianon to show? The answer to this 
question given by Count Albert Apponyi was as 
follows:

„The Hungarian nation had and has a lofty 
world-historic mission, determined by the achieve
ments and tendencies of a thousand years, in the 
fulfilment of which it has been obstructed and 
weakened by the catastrophe of Trianon, This mis
sion was, and still is the defence and the peaceful 
extension of the higher standards of Western life, 
by political and military, as well as cultural efforts, 
according to the requirements of the age. The 
Trianon mutilation has detached from the West 
territories it had already conquered, and thrown 
them back into semi-oriental conditions, imperilling 
thereby eixsting Western culture in these territo
ries, and slackening the progress of those who do 
not yet possess such culture, because they no 
longer feel the stimulus of its rural power. The 
mutilation of Hungary, the weakening of the Hun
garian nation, is a loss to the great intellectual 
and moral interests of mankind, a loss without 
compensation. —  It is difficult to discover any 
humanitarian mission in* the States which were 
expanded to the detriment of Hungary, although 
the nations whose rule has thus been extended, 
undoubtedly possess such missions. These nations 
have, however, not gained, but lost energies for 
their fulfilment by the unhealthy territorial ex
pansion granted to them. True, it united politically 
kindred groups formerly severed; but, on the 
other hand, the annexation of many alien elements 
standing on a higher cultural level has disturbed 
the newly won racial homogeneity of the States, 
and driven their activity into a wrong direction. 
It has fostered in them a bellicose, imperialistic 
spirit, thereby paralysing the development of 
native culture for an incalculable space of time, 
or at least making it useless for humanity at 
large. They are fated to destroy more cultural 
values than they ore able to produce."5

*
This is the result shown by a comparison be

tween pre-War Hungary and the new States 
created by Trianon when we examine them on the 
basis of their places in world history. But the 
comparison would show results in favour of the 
former in every respect and in all fields alike, 
from whatever point of view —  geographical, de
mographic, economic, traffic conditions, etc. —  the 
comparison is made. Unfortunately the space at 
our disposal does not permit of our solving this 
very attractive problem: so we must content our

5 A p p o n y i, A lb e r t  C ount: T he h istoric  m ission  o f  H un
gary  an d  o f  the states a ggra n d ized  to  h er detrim ent. (In : 
Ju stice  fo r  H ungary, R ev iew  and criticism  o f  th e  e ffe c t  o f 
the T rea ty  o f  T rian on . L on d on , 1928. Longm ans, G reen  
and  C o. p p . 19— 20.)
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selves with pointing out briefly —  in the words of 
some non-Magyar scholar in each case if possible
—  at least the most striking geopolitical defects 
and deficiencies of the Succession States. Let us 
begin with Czecho-Slovakia, the most absurd 
structure among the Succession States both geo
graphically and demographically. Of the geogra
phical character of this State Machatschek, Pro
fessor of Geography in Vienna says:6 “ Owing to 
the purely political motives underlying the crea
tion of this State it does not form a natural and 
harmonious structure either geopolitically or in na
tionality and cultural respects. The total length 
of its frontiers —  4092 kilometres —  is more than 
three times the circumference of a circle of the 
same area; owing to this veritably monstrous 
shape the Czecho-Slovak State has been character
ised as a "miscarriage“ even by Czech authorities. 
As a consequence of that monstrous shape there 
is no natural grouping of the several sections of 
the territory round a natural centre. The situation 
of the Capital is central only in respect of Bo
hemia proper; in respect of the State as a whole 
the situation of Prague is practically peripheric. 
, . .  There is an absolute lack of unity in respect 
of the Carpathian sections, which are merely 
arbitrary slices cut out of the well-rounded eco
nomic unit formed by pre-War Hungary which 
possessed a complete unity also in respect of com
munications, —  slices which necessarily gravitate 
towards the centre of that unit. The said sections 
are in no natural conection whatsoever with the 
Sudeta regions, from which they are indeed sepa
rated by mountain walls . . .  Quite removed from 
the control of the Moravian Basin lies Carpathian 
(Little) Russia or Ruthenia, the Capital of which
— Uzhorod or Ungvar — cannot be reached from 
Prague except by a twenty hours' journey by quick 
train. All these conditions naturally involve very 
serious difficulties in respect of the technique of 
public administration and of military geography."

The whole world knows of the nationality 
multifariousness of the Czech State. The “ State
forming" people, the Czechs, do not represent 
even 50% of the total population; and in the west
ern half of the Republic the high standard of their 
culture and their being territorially in immediate 
contact with German linguistic territories belong
ing to both the German Empire and Austria makes 
the importance of the three and a half million 
Germans far greater relatively than that of their 
considerable numerical preponderance. Their im
posingly united front postulates the necessity of 
Sudeta-German autonomy; but the Czechs do not 
dare to grant them that autonomy, because they 
would in consequence be unable to continue to re
fuse to grant autonomy to their “ brothers", the 
Slovaks, with whom during the Great War Dr.

0 Machatschek, Fritz: „Die Tschechoslowakei." (Ber
lin, 1928: Zentral-Verl.), pp. 41—42.

Masaryk actually made a treaty (the Pittsburg 
Convention) guaranteeing full self-government, (It 
is true, of course, that when Head of the new 
State Dr. Masaryk called in question the validity 
of that treaty.) The Czechs cling desperately to 
the fiction that the Czech and Slovak peoples are 
only two branches of one and the same nation, 
though the Slovaks insist with equal determination 
that they are a separate nation and repudiate the 
idea of a “Czecho-Slovak national unit".

“The question of the ethnographical position 
of the Slovaks" — says Professor Machatschek — 
“is of great importance in internal politics too, 
Without doubt the Slovaks are closely related to 
the Czechs; but linguistically there can be no talk 
of any “dialects of a common language", the two 
languages being, as Czech students themselves 
have admitted, entirely different. The so-called 
“Czecho-Slovak State language" is a mere ab
surdity, if only because at the same time an or
dinance was issued providing the measures taken 
by both the Czech and the Slovak authorities 
“were to be considered as having been drafted in 
the State language". Completely divergent are 
however the political and historical traditions of 
the two races; the Slovaks are sharply differen
tiated in particular from the Czechs of Bohemia 
proper by their severely religious and conserva
tive attitude: while a decisive importance attaches 
also to the question as to whether the Slovaks are 
really anxious to become absorbed in a Czecho
slovak nation controlled by the Czechs. So far the 
great bulk of the Slovak people have energetically 
repudiated the suggestion and cling to the pecu
liarities and the independence of their race ..  ."7

If we add to the question of the Sudeta Ger
mans that of the Hungarian (Magyar) minority of 
nearly a million souls the cultural and historical 
importance of which far exceeds that incidental 
to their numerical strength, — a minority which 
is quite unable to feel at home in Czecho
slovakia — , and if we take into account the con
stantly growing dissatisfaction of the Ruthenians, 
a people of great importance owing to its geo
political situation which is not sentimentally in the 
least agreement with the Czechs, — a dissatis
faction due to the Czechs having failed during 
fifteen years to realise a single letter of the auto
nomy promised Ruthenia under the Treaty of 
Peace — , we shall have some idea of the most 
important geopolitical and ethnopolitical difficult- 
ties confronting the new Czecho-Slovak Republic, 
— difficulties which contribute very largely to 
impede the development of a consolidated State 
life and indeed continuously threaten to under
mine the very existence of the State.

7 Op. cit., p, 30.

(To be continued.)



WHAT HAS HUNGARY GIVEN TO AMERICA?
by

Dr. Andrew Kun

It was Mr. Theodore Roosevelt, the great Pre
sident of the United States, who, when he was 
in Budapest, said that “No race has done so 
much for America as the Hungarians, and 

therefore no nation is more warmly sympathized 
with there than the Hungarians". At the time when 
a large group of Hungarians were in America for 
the unveiling of Kossuth's statue in New York, 
the leaders of the Hungarian delegation were 
entertained also by the editor-in-chief of the New 
York Times, who paid them a delicate compli
ment. He had the 1851 issue of the New York 
Times, which contained a marvellously beautiful 
poem welcoming Louis Kossuth to America, 
printed on silk. The issue in question also con
tained an article extolling the Hungarians and the 
Hungarian War of Independence and a brilliant 
report of the warm welcome extended to the 
Hungarian emigrants, both so highly flattering 
that Hungary will never cease to be proud of 
them. On the front page stood the words: —  “ W el
come, Louis Kossuth, the great hero of the most 
splendid, most liberty-loving nation in the world!"

No nation has done so much for America as 
Hungary, and for a long time no nation enjoyed 
the sympathy of the American public more than 
did the Hungarians. Alas! these historical memor
ies have grown dim, have slowly faded in the 
consciousness of the masses, though it must be 
said that the cultured and unbiassed American 
intelligentia are even today fully aware of them. 
Following the example of the great historian 
Rhodes, history books speak of the years 1850 to 
1852 as “ the Kossuth period of the United 
States", and books on oratory cite one or two of 
Kossuth’s speeches as masterpieces of English 
rhetoric. As a natural result of the propaganda 
against the injustices of Trianon, Hungary is 
beginning more and more to win back the sym
pathies of American public opinion, and the world 
of culture in America is growing increasingly 
appreciative of the excellence of Hungarian 
culture, science, and art.

Undoubtedly there is scarcely another nation 
whose sons have distinguished themselves so 
greatly in America as have the Hungarians, It 
would be superfluous to go back into the dim 
past until we reach the figure of a man called 
Tyrker, one of the legendary group led by the

first Norman settler, Erik the Red, in the year 
1000, who, by all accounts, was a Hungarian. We 
need not —  I repeat —  go back so far as that, 
for the links we would enumerate are such as 
will bear the limelight of historical research. One 
such, for instance, is the great role played in 
America in 1583 by Stephen Parmenius of Buda, 
a famous writer of Latin poems, who joined one 
of the first expeditions in the New World. Then 
there were several eminent Hungarian missionar
ies, Baron John Ratkay, Konchak who was killed 
in New Mexico by Indians, and John Kelp, who 
arrived in America along with Ferdinand Isaac 
Sarossy in 1694.

It is well known in America that Augustus 
Haraszthy, that highly gifted and adventurous 
Hungarian nobleman whose name was borne for 
a long time by Sank City, which was founded by 
him, and is still borne by the main street in San 
Diego, Haraszthy Street, was the man who started 
viticulture in the now famous vineyards of Cali
fornia. He brought shoots from the slopes of 
Tokay in Hungary; and that is why even today 
Californian wine is called “ Tokay".

American history records the heroism of 
Colonel Kovach, who distinguished himself in 
Washington's army as the commander of a legion. 
Equally well-known is the fact that many Hun
garian hussars fought in Washington's army. 
Amongst others there were two officers of high 
rank, Polareczky and Count Francis Benyovszky. 
In the thirties of last century we find records of 
a famous Hungarian Professor of Medicine, Dr. 
John Theodore Gaspar, and another famous Hun
garian scientist, Professor Francis Valy. It is 
interesting to note that the first German news
paper in America was founded by Samuel Ludwig, 
who had emigrated to America from the County 
of Szepes, but never ceased to be an ardent Hun
garian at heart.

No nation gave so many soldiers to the 
Northern army in the war for the emancipation of 
the slaves as did Hungary. In that army we find 
2 Hungarian lieutenant-generals, 5 major-generals, 
15 colonels, 2 lieutenant-colonels, 133 majors and 
184 officers of lower rank. Many Hungarian non
commissioned officers and private soldiers fought 
in the following regiments: Lincoln's Chicago
Rifle Brigade, Garibaldi's Guards, the 39th New
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York Infantry Regiment, the New Jersey and St. 
Louis Infantry Regiments and Maclellan's artil
lery. One of the greatest heroes of the Civil War 
was a Hungarian major of hussars, Zagonyi by 
name, a picture of whose death charge at Spring- 
field hangs in the state-room of the White House. 
The history of the Civil War mentions the heroic 
charge led by Emery Spelletich at Fort Donelson. 
Lieutenant-General Alexander Asboth, who pre
pared the plans of the famous Central Park in 
New York and of city development in that town 
and who died as United States ambassador in 
Argentina, is known as the winner of the Mill
spring victory. Schoolbooks contain an account of 
the Hungarian Lieutenant-General Stahel's le
gendary battle at Pearidge. After being wounded 
in battle, General Figyelmessy first become Com
mandant of the city of Washington and later on 
American consul. A  Hungarian General, Pomutz, 
became American consul-general in St. Peters
burg: Ladislas Ujhazy was consul in Ancona; 
and the above-mentioned General Stahel was the 
first man after the war to be entrusted by the 
U. S. A. Foreign Ministry with the task of enter
ing into diplomatic negotiations with Japan.

One of the two Rombauers became a judge 
of the Supreme Court, the other the founder of 
the ‘ ‘New World", the biggest newspaper in St. 
Louis.

about the Indians is considered the best ethno
graphic work on the subject, and 32 new minerals 
and 41 new plants have been named after him. 
This astonishing man, who was the first to make 
maps of the Colorado district, was offered a uni
versity professorship in America, but he chose 
rather to return to Budapest, where he laid the 
foundation of the Zoological Gardens, and died, 
a comparatively poor man, as custodian in a 
museum here.

One of the chairmen of the American Society 
of Surgeons was the Hungarian university profes
sor Arpad Gerster. He was also the founder of 
New York's largest hospital. His brother Bela, who 
built the Corinthian Canal, prepared the plans of 
the Panama Canal for the American company that 
built it. Edison was often heard to say that his 
two best collaborators were Joseph Fodor and 
Theodore Puskas, the latter of whom invented the 
telephone exchange and the ticker. Edison entrusted 
him with the organization of the Companie Con- 
tinentale Edison in Europe, from which sprang the 
Italian Edison Company, the Deutsche Edison 
Gesellschaft and the Allgemeine Elektrizitats Ge- 
sellschaft which later on was to become so famous 
all the world over.

Volumes might be written about the successes 
achieved in America by Munkacsy and other Hun- 

•Mgarian artists, about the distinguished role played 
Among the names of America's greatest !? by Hungarian artists, musicians, scientists and
1 ____ _- _ _ U  - — J  X L  m  n  » X C  a  1 mC A  A  r* 1 C- (Vl 1 A M  A A  I * t * I 1 .1 _ ________ X _ f  X ! ___ _ _ _ X -- --- _ _ __? __scholars we find those of Samuel Kocsis, Michael 

Helprin and Anthony Valias. The last mentioned 
was Professor of Mathematics at the Louisana 
State University and one of the greatest mathe
maticians in America. A  physician, Dr. Bettelheim, 
did able work as a geographic explorer. His statue 
stands on the Japanese island of Ryu-Kyu. A 
Hungarian, Joseph Makk, founded the first school 
of military engineering in the U. S. A. Pullitzer 
of Mako, who had been mayor and member of the 
House of Representatives, was the founder of the 
World, one of America's biggest newspapers. It 
was he who created the American type of re
portage newspaper and who erected the first sky
scraper newspaper building. In Davenport one of 
America's finest parks is still known as Fejervary 
Park, named so after the Hungarian Fejervary 
who left the greater part of his immense fortune 
for the purpose of creating it.

People are now beginning to forget that the 
Hungarian emigrants who fled to America after 
the Hungarian War of Independence built the 
town of New Buda in the Country of Decatur, 
Iowa State, when, to show its sympathy for the 
Hungarian struggles, the State gave them a grant 
of land in that wild district where hardly any 
European had ever set foot before. The town it
self, alas!, is no longer Hungarian in character; 
but the district (township) is still called New 
Buda. In the vestibule of the famous Smithsonian 
Institute in Washington stands a bust of the Hun
garian John Xantus. He it was who made the 
splendid collections of ethnographic, mineral and 
botanic specimens for the Institute, and who 
founded the first U. S. A. meteorologic observa
tory on the Pacific coast. Even today his book

writers in the development of fine arts, music, 
science and literature in the United States, and 
about the fact that the present advanced develop
ment of the film is mainly due to the work of 
Hungarian producers, writers and actors. We may 
say nothing of the great achievements of con
temporary Hungarians in America, but we must 
not forget to mention that Michael Munkacsy’s 
painting of "Blind Milton" hangs in the place of 
honour in the portico of the New York Public 
Library, while his "Christ before Pilate“  is the 
pride of the Wanemakers of Philadelphia. The 
most famous sculptures in the Metropolitan Mu
seum are two works by the Hungarian sculptor 
Conti, his “ Genius of Immortality" and “ Mother 
and Child". It was also Conti who modelled the 
two groups on the triumphal arch erected in 
honour of Admiral Dewey in Madison Square 
Garden, New York, and the Dix Morgan statue in 
Trinity College. Kay’s statue in front of the 
Brooklyn Borough Hall and the splendid statue 
of the Indian chief Oroton ordered by the Hacken- 
suck Historical Society are the work of Eugene 
Juszko. To continue the enumeration of Hungarian 
artists of the past, mention must be made of the 
well-known painter, Princess Lwow nee Wilhel- 
mina Parlaghy Bodanszky, the famous conductor 
of the New York Metropolitan Operahouse, and 
Leopold Auer, who was director of the Conserva
tory of Music in St. Petersburg before he went to 
New York. Two famous stars of the Metropolitan 
Operahouse, Margaret Metzenauer and Ellen Dal- 
lossy, were also Hungarians, as was Arkad Mo- 
gyorossy, who under the non-de-plume of Arcadius 
Avellanus edited a Latin magazine for the Rocke
feller Foundation. It would be easy to continue
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ad infinitum the list of famous Hungarian writers, 
scientists and artists by adding the names of those 
of the present generation, but, as said before in 
this article we have confined ourselves to those 
of the past.

Our most valuable gift, to America, and —  
let us be frank —  the one most grudgingly given, 
was the hundreds of thousands of decent, in
dustrious Hungarian emigrants, all of whom have 
become grateful and loyal citizens of the United 
States, contributing bricks of incalculable value to 
the edifice of American economic prosperity. In 
1910 H. C. Lineberg, Professor of the Boston Uni
versity, computed that in that year there were
1.200.000 Hungarians working in America, who 
were earning 100.000.000 dollars annually and 
enriching the U. S. A. with 600.000.000 dollars’ 
worth of production yearly. Senator Johnson, 
whose name is famous in conection with the se
verity of the Immigration Law, officially stated that 
both as regards loyalty and morals, hygiene, thrift 
and their labour value, the Hungarians were one 
of the most desirable elements in the country.

It would, of course, be one-sided to calculate 
only what America owes to Hungary, for the 
scales are balanced by the great kindness shown

and support accorded to Hungary by the U. S. A. 
through a lengthy period of time. We can never, 
for instance, forget the enthusiasm with which 
America took Louis Kossuth and his companions 
in exile to her heart or the favours showered upon 
Kossuth by official America as well as American 
society, favours the like of which but few foreigners 
have been privileged to enjoy. We can never for
get or be sufficiently grateful for the measure of 
cordial and generous hospitality extended to those 
exiles of the Hungarian War of Independence. 
Volumes would scarcely suffice to record all that 
the Hungarians owe to the humane spirit of 
America, to count the number of Hungarians who 
have received a generous slice of bread from the 
first republic in the world or to enumerate the 
many eminent American politicians, publicists and 
churchmen who have actively participated in the 
sacred mission of saving this race and people — 
a mission the aim of which is, by means of peace
ful propaganda against the unreasonable and 
wicked Treaty of Trianon, to ameliorate the ter
rible sufferings and protect the rights of the Hun
garians now languishing under the tyranny of an 
alien yoke.

—  y —

P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C

“ THE PRISONERS OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA"
Under the above title a noteworthy article by 

the Viscount Rothermere appeared in the ‘‘Daily 
Mail". Its conclusions agree entirely with those of 
the article by Mr, Garvin in the November 22 issue 
of the "Observer", a report of which was given in 
the November number of this paper.

"Most blunders in life have to be paid for. The 
blunder of creating that synthetic and spurious State 
called Czecho-Slovakia may well cost Europe another 
war.

"Of all the reckless things done by the "peace
makers” in Paris this was the worst. Yet the biggest 
ramp in diplomatic history passed all but unnoticed 
at the time.

"The Czech and pro-Czech intriguers who 
bamboozled the peace delegates had an easy game. 
Those overworked and weary statesmen were under 
strong pressure to finish quickly their recasting of the 
map of Europe and get back to the urgent problems 
awaiting them at home.

"A small set of self-seeking or time-serving 
"experts" flooded them with one-sided memoranda, 
minutes, digests, drafts, summaries and maps. The re
sult was that they imposed a settlement entirely in 
the interests of the Czechs.

"The agreements and bargains were made behind 
closed doors", says the American delegate, Mr. Lansing, 
in his history of the Peace Conference. One British 
journalist who was prominent in the hole-and-corner 
dealings to which Czecho-Slovakia owes her baneful 
and fraudulent existence boasted in a speech that "a 
few experts, knowing their own minds and concentrat
ing all their efforts on a given end, can sometimes

achieve ends unattainable by the leaders of uniformed 
opinion and uniformed statesmanship".

"The Peace Conference was bluffed into making 
Czecho-Slovakia. That bluff has lasted sixteen years. 
It is now very near to being called.

"The very name “ Czecho-Slovakia" has no sense. 
It was a counterfeit label without historic or ethno
graphical significance. One might as well talk of 
"Anglo-Holland".

"This Central European sham, which is a perpetual 
danger to the peace of that part of the Continent, was 
contrived in the interests of the Czechs, a crafty race, 
who managed to keep a foot in both camps throughout 
the war and at its end claimed an extravagant reward 
from the victors for their duplicity.

"Though Czecho-Slovakia has 14,000,000 inhabitants, 
only 7,000,000 are Czechs. Half the population has 
managed to annex and dominate the rest. Even after 
16 years of systematic "Czechification", one-third of 
the population can speak neither Czech nor Slovak.

"These Czechs were one of the subject races of 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire before and throughout 
the war. Owing to the fact that the Czech soldiers 
deserted in unusually large numbers, it was possible 
for pro-Czech busybodies in England and America to 
represent them as an oppressed nation entitled to 
indulgent recognition from the Allies.

“At the Peace Conference this view rounded out 
on the North by the inclusion of 3x/4 million Germans 
who had hitherto been under Austrian rule, and in the 
South by the ruthless appropriation of three-quarters 
of a million of pure-blooded Hungarians.

"These two solid contingents of foreigners have
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since been held as the prisoners of Czecho-Slovakia. 
They were handed over to the Czechs with no more 
consultation than if they had been cattle, anl have 
been treated by the Czech authorities with no more 
regard for their rights and feelings.

"As captives of a race notorious for petty mean
ness they have been subjected to cold-blooded ex
propriation and oppression. Every effort has been 
made to suppress their languages, and the Czech 
police have tried to break their spirit by systematic 
persecution.

"Last year a Defence of the Realm Act was passed 
which exposes any German or Hungarian to instant 
deportation from his home on the frontiers to the 
interior of the country at the whim of the local Czech 
authorities.

"For, loaded as they are with spoils, the Czechs 
have a guilty conscience. They have armed intensely 
without regard for the spirit of the Treaty of Versailles, 
to which they owe their adventious existence.

"Had it not been for Hitler, the Czechs might 
never have had to rue their evil doings. But the 
immense development of armed strength in Nazi Ger
many now threatens them with retribution. The 
grievances of the 31/4 million Germans who live under 
the oppressive rule of Prague are not unheeded in 
Berlin, where the just claims of Hungary for the re
covery of her lost nationals beyond the Czech border 
have also found sympathetic consideration.

"The dragon's teeth that the Czechs have sown 
are sprouting all around them in a crop of deadly 
dangers.

"Dreading this menace of retribution, Czecho
slovakia last year made a pact of mutual assistance 
with Russia. A large mission of Red Air Force officers

at once came to Prague and has set itself to organise 
the use of Czech aerodromes and fuel supplies by 
Bolshevist war-planes.

"The only effect of this has been to fan the 
smouldering wrath of Germany, for Czecho-Slovakia, 
thanks to the position carved out for her in the heart 
of Europe, might well serve as an advanced base for 
a Soviet attack on Germany. From aerodromes on 
Czech soil the Bolshevist bombers could be over Berlin, 
Dresden, and Breslau within an hour.

"Ten years ago I said in these columns that 
Czecho-Slovakia was a disturbing element in Central 
Europe. Today the war-clouds hang heavy along her 
frontiers.

"There might still be time for the Czech Govern
ment to make reparation, but it is under the control 
of the same scheming politicians as brought that hybrid 
country into existence.

"Dr. Benes, the chief begetter of the Czecho
slovak State, is now its President, Of him, even so 
sympathetic a Socialist writer as Professor Harold 
Laski has said: "I doubt whether any European states
man entirely trusts Dr. Benes. No one knows better 
than he how to be most things to all men."

"Dr. Benes has done well out of this political 
career. Signs of the wrath to come suggest he would 
do well either to retire or to reform his prisoncamp 
policy. It is significant that his country has not a 
single friend among the five States on her own borders.

"The Pharaoh who hardened his heart was 
engulfed by the Red Sea. It is the more terrible flood 
of German armaments that is surging round the Czech 
frontiers to-day. The prisoners of Czech-Slovakia may 
yet see their captors overtaken by the fate of that old 
Egyptian tyrant who would not let the people go."

OPEN LETTER IN A HUNGARIAN NEWSPAPER 
OF RUTHENIA TO A BRITISH PRESSMAN WHO

HAD BEEN THERE
Czech propaganda has of late been more busy than 

ever in its efforts to win the sympathies of different 
British factors and British pressmen and numerous 
persons have been invited to study nationality condi
tions in Czecho-Slovakia. We have no objection to 
this, on the contrary we hold that the more Britishers 
who see for themselves the truth of our statements 
about the condition of the Hungarian minority in 
Czecho-Slovakia, the better, only they should not be 
shown "Potemkin" villages, as recently in the case 
of Mr. Edgar Young,

As the February 13 issue of the "Oslako" of Mun- 
kacs (Mukacevo) reports, Mr. Young arrived in Be- 
regszasz (Berehovo, Ruthenia) in the company of a 
Czech official from the local Prefecture and was met 
by the Czech headmaster of the grammar-school and 
the Master of the Free Mason Lodge. He was shown 
all the sights of the town, amongst others the State 
wine-cellars built by the Hungarian Government, and 
was taken by car to see the vineyards on the hills 
near the town. In the evening a conference was called 
in the municipal hall to which 30 or 35 so-called 
"activists", that is to say renegade Hungarians, were 
invited, although the members of the United Hun
garian Party, the party representing the opinions of 
the Hungarians, did not receive an invitation. Here 
Mr. Young amongst other things said that he intended 
to write a book about his visit to Czecho-Slovakia 
and the Hungarian minority in that Republic. He also

said he was a member of the Labour Party, had in 
fact stood at the last election, and would certainly 
be elected to Parliament next time.

In view of all this it is easy to understand why 
the Hungarian "Oslako" is doubtful about the un
biassed nature of Mr. Young's information and gives 
expression to that doubt in the following passage:

"For among all those in whose company you 
visited the different institutions, schools, colleges, 
hospitals and State winecellars, among all those who 
were delegated to keep you company on your drives, 
at lunches and dinners and conferences, there was not 
one single honest, outspoken Hungarian, although you 
may have been led to think that they were Hungarians. 
Even if perchance a few of them were of Hungarian 
extraction, it made no difference; for they must have 
been in fear and trembling lest any word of theirs 
should reveal to official ears the slightest trace of dis
satisfaction. If you did hear any word of Hungarian 
grievances — naturally only of one or two of the most 
insignificant of them — you must have heard it from 
an honest unprejudiced Czech interpreter, but not from 
those bowing and scraping men of this district who, 
though they do speak Hungarian, have long since 
ceased to be Hungarians at heart. They were invited 
to meet you and ordered to accompany you to provide 
Hungarians — well-drilled and trained and word- 
perfect for the part they had to play — for Czecho
slovakia's reproduction of "Potemkin's villages",
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"I repeat, had you entered our humble dwellings 
and done us the honour of seating yourself at our 
table, you might have carried away in your wallet all 
the true and absolutely reliable data indispensible to 
the foreigner who whishes to write a serious book for 
the British reading public on the subject of minority 
conditions here.

"But the Government has no intention of allowing 
that. At this point — to enumerate only a fraction of 
our grievances — I would have told you that here in 
the upper reaches of the Tisza, in this purely Hun
garian district, we have never had a Prefect who could 
speak Hungarian, nor, with few exceptions, any 
officials in the Prefecture either who had a knowledge 
of our language. The same is true of the rest of the 
public offices. No documents are issued in Hungarian 
by the Courts of Justice or the Inland Revenue Offices. 
No Hungarian text is to be found in the post offices 
or at the railway stations. Where Hungarian schools 
still exist, the buildings are over-crowded and un
hygienic and the equipment primitive. In some class
rooms the classes are taught in rotation from 8 a. m. 
to 7 p. m. in stuffy, unhealthy air. Czech schools are 
being built in purely Hungarian villages, and the 
Hungarian children are being coaxed and cajoled to 
attend them, with the result that by the time they 
grow up they cannot speak either Czech or Hungarian 
decently. In many places the teachers in the Hungarian 
elementary schools are not of Hungarian nationality, 
and even if they do speak Hungarian, they do not

understand the Hungarian mentality and are incapable 
of educating the Hungarian children properly. The 
question of citizenship has not been settled yet, so that 
there are still many people who have been living here 
for four or five decades, indeed some who were born 
here, who have not yet received their nationality 
papers and who are forced to live like homoless 
pariahs at the mercy of the authorities.

"These among many others, are our complaints 
and grievances. For nearly two decades we have 
begged in vain for redress. That is why the great 
majority of us, all the self-respecting among us, belong 
to the Opposition, and not for the reasons stated in 
Beregszasz.

"Mr. Young, should you again do us the honour 
of visiting this part of the country, we hope you will 
insist on seeing real Hungarians. We are not mal
contents, only honest and sincere people who frankly 
say what they think. And do not forget that the only 
way to paint a true picture is to examine the person 
or object to be portrayed from every angle and with 
our own eyes, not through another’s distorting 
spectacles.

"We crave your indulgence for this uninvited 
letter and at the same time take the opportunity of 
expressing our most sincere admiration for and 
appreciation of Great Britain, where Democracy is not 
only preached, but also practised.”

—  y —

DOES THE LITTLE ENTENTE STILL EXIST AT ALL ?
Our readers will surely have read in their own 

newspapers reports of the discussion in the Rumanian 
Parliament concerning M. Seba's book, "Russia and 
the Little Entente in World Politics", so, although it 
throws a vivid light on the indignation felt by a large 
section of Rumanian public opinion, we do not con
sider it necessary to recall it in detail, but shall 
content ourselves with recording a few typical opinions 
from the press and elsewhere.

Of the comments in the press on the discussion in 
Parliament the most interesting is an article by M. 
Seicaru in the “ Curentul" of 8th February. He was 
prepared to believe that the offensive passages in 
M. Seba's book were perhaps not a faithful trans
lation of the original, but even so too much had been 
said, M. Seba was entitled to express his opinions, 
but at the same time he was the representative in 
Bucharest of a foreign country and as such had less 
right to state his opinions than a private individual. 
It was true that every diplomat sent exhaustive re
ports containing his own opinions to his Government, 
but those reports were confidential and secret and 
were never made public. For Rumania the most im
portant thing in M. Seba's book was that he openly 
demanded a common frontier between Czecho-Slovakia 
and Russia. Here the question involuntarily presented 
itself; did the Little Entente still exist at all? Czecho
slovakia had made an alliance with Soviet Russia, 
Yugoslavia, whose rigid opposition to the Soviet was 
extremely praiseworthy, had in pursuit of her com- 
mendably practical foreign policy, concluded a treaty 
with Bulgaria. In view of these facts it was obvious 
that the Little Entente existed only so far as Hungary 
was concerned. But for how long in its present form? 
Was Yugoslavia perhaps going to prepare another 
surprise for Rumania?

In the “Neamul Romanesc" M. Jorga, former 
Prime Minister, pointed out that Rumania was iso

lated between Czecho-Russian and Bulgaro-Yugoslav 
panslavism.

An interesting point in the article published in 
the “Curentul" of 7th February is the sentence which 
says that Seba's book is as compromising for Rumania 
as was the role played in Geneva, and especially in 
connection with the "Journal des Nations", by the 
nephew Dr. Benes, President of Czecho-Slovakia.

The book has created a great sensation in Poland 
too. An indication of the reaction displayed by public 
opinion will be found in the circumstance that the 
Polish writer M. Nowaczinski, who at the time 
received the White Lion Order in recognition of his 
pro-Czech services, has now returned it. M. Walewski 
M. P. has addressed a question to M. Beck, Foreign 
Minister, asking him his opinion of Seba's false and 
hostile attitude towards Poland in his book, a pre
face to which was written by M. Krofta, the official 
representative of Czecho-Slovakia’s foreign policy. 
What was the meaning of Seba's fantastic ideas about 
a readjustment of the Polish frontiers? Could Poland 
believe any more in reassuring statements from Czech 
statesmen? or must Seba’s book, which was counter
signed by the Czech Minister of Foreign Affairs, be 
regarded as Czecho-Slovakia's official programme?

According to the “ Czas" of February 12, Czech 
foreign policy had been making one mistake after the 
other. After the affair of the "Journal des Nations" 
came Seba's book. Had §eba been speedily recallled 
from Bucharest, the mistake might have been recti
fied. Instead of doing so M. Krofta declared that he 
had not read the book to which he wrote a preface 
and which was awarded the Masaryk prize. Further
more search was being made for Rumanian news
papers willing to undertake Seba's defence. The Ru
manian Minister of Foreign Affairs had been very 
chivalrous, but would certainly be anything but pleased 
to see M. Seba back in Bucharest after his holiday.
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Not long ago a well-known Polish publicist wrote a 
book against Czecho-Slovakia. The Prague Govern
ment appraised it as an anti-Czech action of the 
Polish Government, although the Polish Foreign Min
ister, far from writing a preface to it, denied all con
nection with it and took no steps to defend the author. 
M. Krofta, on the other hand, instead of disavowing 
Seba, has done his best to defend him. In vain did 
Czecho-Slovakia's Polish friends made efforts to in
duce the Prague Government to repudiate Seba’s 
book. It might therefore be considered to represent 
the official Czech standpoint, and as such was de
finite proof of the feelings entertained by Czecho
slovakia for Poland. That is what the “Czas“ has 
to say.

In Czecho-Slovakia itself the Seba scandal has 
given rise to various comments. Several articles on the 
subject have been suppressed by the censor. The organ 
of the Slovak People's Party, the "Slovak", remarks 
scathingly that if the censor had suppressed the book 
itself much unpleasantness might have been avoided. 
What happened however, was that M. Franke, Min
ister of Education, who, like $eba, belongs to the 
Czech National Socialist Party, ordered secondary

and technical schools to buy, without delay, a copy 
of the book for their librairies.

The person most unpleasantly affected by the 
affair is undoubtedly M. Krofta, Czech Foreign Min
ister, who wrote the preface to it. This no doubt is 
the explanation of the rumours afloat that M. Krofta's 
position is uncertain and that changes are expected 
in Czecho-Slovak diplomacy. M. Krofta's alleged in
tention to accept a professorship at the Prague Uni
versity will, if put into execution, merely serve to 
strengthen the rumours.

According to a report in the Narodny Listy 
(February 12th), the Senators of the Czech National 
Union Party (the national "right" wing) have 
questioned the Prime Minister, Dr. Hodza, about the 
Seba affair. Mr. Krofta, the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, it is alleged, must have known the contents 
of the whole book, to which he had written a preface; 
it is obvious, therefore, that he also knew about those 
passages of the books which are now so severely 
criticised by those concerned. The Senators signing the 
question wished to know what diplomatic steps the 
Government had taken in this matter towards the 
Kingdom of Rumania.

—  y —

HLINKA’S PROTEST AGAINST BOLSHEVIK 
CORRUPTION OF TEACHERS

Monsignor Andrew Hlinka, member of the Czech 
Parliament, with other members of his Party — the 
Slovak National Party — has handed a memorandum 
to Government protesting against the journey under
taken by a number of elementary and secondary 
school teachers to Soviet Russia for purposes of study. 
We quote the following passage from his memorandum: 

"The public opinion of Slovakia is unable to 
understand how it is possible that already a con
siderable number (about 600) elementary and second
ary teachers have been! on a tour to Russia to study 
conditions there; moreover, this tour was arranged 
by official circles and subsidised by them. It is by 
no means indifferent to us in what spirit our younger

generations are being brought up and in whose hands 
their education is put. We know of cases when some 
teachers went so far as to introduce the propagation 
of Communistic ideas into the class room. That 
peculiar spirit which is gradually gaining ground in 
some of our schools where certain members of the 
teaching staff are influenced by Communistic ideas, 
must necessarily fill our hearts with anxiety and 
undermine our loyalty for the country." — The me
morandum finally asks Government wether it is in
clined to apply the most radical measures to put an 
end to further party excursions to Soviet Russia.

HUNGARIAN ELECTORAL REFORM UNDER W AY
In the Hungarian Parliament the debate on the 

amendnment of the Election Act has now begun. The 
Bill proposes reducing the number of signatures re
quired for nomination as candidate to 100, allowing 
a maximum of 150, and stipulates that all signatures 
must be attested. In order to insure nominations 
being serious, the Bill stipulates that at least 50 of 
the 100 signatories must be at least 30 years of age. 
Particularly noteworthy is the provision which in
vests the returning officer and his deputies with the 
right to certify signatures. No elector may sign more 
than one nomination sheet. A breach of this provision 
entails his name being struck off every sheet on which 
it appears. Besides this the Bill makes the offence of 
a signature on more than one nomination sheet 
punishable with two years’ imprisonment, loss of 
office and of political rights. Signatures of nomination 
sheets are to be considered as votes. Signatures over 
and above the 100 certified signatures required are 
to be struck off the sheet by the returning officer and 
the 100 certified signatories who are considered as

having voted, are not to be allowed to do so again 
at the urns. A new measure introduced by the Bill 
is the payment of a nomination deposit of 2000 pengo, 
intended to guarantee that nominations will be serious. 
As a sum it is not large enough to present any serious 
obstacle to the candidate. This Bill is the first stage 
on the road to Franchise Reform in the near future. 
According to M. Daranyi's speech in connection with 
the introduction of the Bill, the Government's stand
point regarding the Constitutional questions to be 
solved as follows: The Government will lay before 
Parliament, first a proposal to extend the sphere of 
rights of the Regent, then a reform of the Upper 
House and lastly the question of secret ballot. The 
present Bill was necessary, because until secret bal- 
lotting is introduced in every constituency the Govern
ment desires to conduct the interim elections under 
its provisions, instead of on the present impracticable 
system of nomination.

—  y —
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PRINCESS JULIANA OF HOLLAND AND HER CONSORT
IN BUDAPEST

Towards the end of their honeymoon Princess 
Juliana of Holland and her Consort, Prince Bernhard 
zu Lippe-Biesterfeld, arrived in Budapest on 9th 
February from Krynica in Poland. On this occas m 
the whole Hungarian nation gave spontaneous ex
pression to the sympathy felt in Hungary towards 
Holland. In the hard years following the close of the 
war the people of the Netherlands extended their tra
ditional hospitality to numerous little Hungarian 
children, for which Hungary will never cease to be 
grateful. This gratitude now found expression in the 
warm welcome accorded to the royal visitors during 
their three days' stay in Hungary. Undoubtedly the 
outstanding event of their sojourn was the reception

they received in Parliament. When Princess Juliana 
and her Consort made their appearance in the box 
reserved for foreign diplomats, they were immediately 
recognized by the House, and Mr. Rupert, M. P. who 
was just putting a question to the Minister of 
Finance, interrupted his speech to address a few words 
of welcome to them. Turning towards Princess Juliana, 
he said that Hungary would never forget what Hol
land had done for the Hungarian children after the 
war, when she took them in, fed, and clothed them. 
After a three days' stay the royal couple took their 
departure followed by the best wishes of the whole 
nation.

—  y —

THE AUSTRIAN MINISTER OF COMMERCE LECTURES
IN BUDAPEST

By invitation of the Hungaro-Austria Society 
Herr Taucher, Austria's Minister of Commerce, de
livered a lecture in Budapest on 29th January on the 
problem of self-sufficiency. Among those to meet him 
at the railway station was M, G&za Bornemissza, Hun

garian Minister of Commerce and Industry, who, with 
M. Fabinyi, Minister of Finance, and Baron Apor, 
the Foreign Minister's permanent deputy, was also 
present at Herr Taucher's lecture.

—  y —

YUGOSLAV MINISTER’S DINNER IN HUNGARIAN 
PRIME MINISTERS HONOUR

M. Vukchevitch, Yugoslavia's Minister in Buda- Daranyi. Amongst those present were M. Maugras, 
pest, and Mme Vukchevitch gave a dinner at the French Minister, and Count Vinci, Italian Minister, 
Yugoslav Legation on 29th January in honour of M. — y  —

H O W  M I N O R I T I E S  L I V E
COMPLETE FIASCO OF MINORITY 

PROCEDURE EMPLOYED 
BY LEAGUE OF NATIONS

The minority procedure of the League of Nations 
is the cause of constant complaint on the part of the 
national minorities. At the Assemblies of the League, 
not only Hungary, but also the representatives of 
neutral Powers and indeed of some of the victor 
States, have urged the need for a reform of the pro
cedure; but unfortunately their efforts have proved 
fruitless: for since 1929 not a single step has been 
taken towards a reform of the minority procedure — 
indeed, the situation in that field has actually grown 
worse every year. By way of illustration we publish 
below the texts of a few documents which show that 
the Secretariat of the League of Nations a limine re
jects all memorandums of Hungarian minorities ap
pealing to the League for protection against the 
inciting articles of the Rumanian Press — all provided 
with the stamp of the Censor — threatening those 
Hungarian minorities with a second St. Bartholomew's 
Night (i. e. with massacre).

In a previous issue of our Review we dealt with 
the article in the “ Glas Romanesc” — a Rumanian 
paper appearing in Transylvania — which threatened 
the Hungarians living in that province with a second 
St. Bartholomew's Night. In protest against the threats 
contained in that article Mr. Gustavus Kover — a 
landed proprietor illegally expelled by the Rumanian 
authorities — submitted to the Secretariat of the 
League of Nations — for presentation to the Council 
— the following memorandum drafted on behalf of 
the Central Bureau of Minorities in Geneva:

“ To the Council of the League of Nations,
Geneva.

“The Central Bureau of Minorities herewith begs 
to submit to the League of Nations the present petition 
containing information and directing the attention of 
the League to an infraction of the Minority Treaty 
not dealt with so far in any other petition.

"The Rumanian Government, in return for the 
territories allotted to Rumania, voluntarily and of its 
own free will signed the Minority Treaty, Article 2 
of which requires Rumania to guarantee the absolute 
and complete protection of the life and liberty of
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every inhabitant of that country irrespective of birth, 
nationality (citizenship), language, race or religion,

"As against this, as may be seen from a perusal 
of the first page of the Rumanian journal “ Glas 
Romanesc" of which a French translation is annexed 
(Supplement B.), the lives of the members of the 
minorities are in grave danger, seeing that the said 
journal actually goes so far as to suggest those 
minorities being treated to a second St. Bartholomew’s 
Night.

"Despite the fact that Rumania is still in a state 
of siege and that there is a strict censorship function
ing in that country which renders practically impossible 
any activity on the part of the minority press, no 
attempt was made to prevent the appearance of an 
article of this ikind.

"Three years ago the Rumanian authorities de
clared to the League of Nations that in Rumania there 
was liberty of the press and that 104 minority papers 
were appearing in that country (Journal Officiel de 
la S, d. N., September, 1934, C. 279. Extract I., 1931}; 
since then about 70% of the minority papers have been 
placed under an embargo for various periods or com
pelled to change their titles: it is therefore nonsense 
to presume that an article like that referred to above 
should have been able to appear without the consent 
of the Rumanian authorities. This article is only one 
example of the uncontrolled agitation being carried on 
against the minorities which is becoming more and 
more savage every day,

"During the discussion on the Speech from the 
Throne Dr. Wilier, Deputy belonging to the Hungarian 
Party, protested against this agitation in general and 
against the above-mentioned article in particular, 
though without eliciting any answer from Government 
— and without any retaliatory measures being taken 
against the " Glas Romanesc".

"Seeing that the given situation is one which is 
calculated to threaten the very lives of the members 
of the minorities in the event of international com
plications, we beg the League to take urgent measures." 
(Seal) Central Bureau of 

Minorities,
Geneva.

On behalf of the Central Bureau 
of Minorities:

(signed) Gustavus Rover.
In reply the Secretariat of the League sent Mr. 

Gustavus Kover the following letter:
"Telegrams: Nations Geneve. In your reply kindly 
League of Nations. refer to No. 4/269321335.

"The Secretary-General of the League of Nations 
begs to inform the "Central Bureau of Minorities" that 
the communication of the said Bureau dated December 
12th., 1936, and the supplements thereof, have been 
carefully investigated. During the investigation the 
petition submitted was not found to be in agreement 
with the conditions specified in the Resolution of the 
Council dated September 5th,, 1923, and was therefore 
not considered suitable to be subjected to the pro
cedure determined in the relevant Resolutions of the 
Council and in force in respect of the protection of 
minorities."
"Geneva, 4th., January, 1937,

To the Central Bureau of Minorities, 
for Mr. Gustavus Rover,

4 rue Merle d'Aubigne,G \ . >»e n e  v e.
The above letter means that the petition is not to 

be submitted to the minority procedure, which consists 
in having the complaint investigated first by a 
Minority Committee of three or five Members of the

Council, the complaint not being submitted to the 
Council itself unless the attention of the Council is 
directed to the same by this Committee or by some 
other Member of the Council. And now let us see 
which are the conditions empowering the Secretariat 
on its own initiative to reject minority petitions.

The said conditions were determined as follows by 
a Resolution passed by the Council of the League on 
September 5th, 1923. “ In order that they may be sub
jected to the minority procedure the petition must — 
a) deal with the protection of minorities as provided 
in the treaties; b) must not be submitted in a form 
demanding a cessation of the political connection be
tween the minority in question and the State con
cerned; c) must not derive from an anonymous un
certain source; d) must not be drafted in a manner 
calculated to offend; e) must not contain data or 
facts dealt with in any previous petition already sub
mitted to the ordinary procedure".

It is beyond dispute that the petition the text of 
which is given above does deal wih the protection of 
minorities as provided in the treaties. It is equally 
beyond dispute that it was not submitted in a form 
demanding a cessation of the political connection be
tween the minority in question and the State con
cerned. It does not derive from an uncertain or 
anonymous source. Its style cannot really be described 
as offensive. And, finally, it does not contain any 
data previously submitted to ordinary procedure.

It is therefore with dumfounded astonishment 
that we ask how the Secretariat of the League of 
Nations can possibly assert that the petition is not in 
agreement with the conditions specified in the Reso
lution dated September 5th, 1923? What on earth is 
the use of a minority protection which ab ovo rejects 
even minority petitions begging for protection against 
incitement on the part of the ruling majority which 
includes threats of massacre?

We leave it to the unbiassed public opinion of 
the world to answer these questions.

17

CZ E C H O - S L O V A K I A

NATIONAL STATISTICS OF 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA AND THE TRUTH

The Czechoslovak census of 1930 gives the number 
of Hungarian inhabitants in Ungvar (Uzhorod, the 
capital of Ruthenia) as representing 17.78% of the 
entire population. On the other hand, the report 
published by the directior of the municipal library 
shows that 40% of the readers and 36% of the books 
read were Hungarian. In another town, Beregszasz 
(Berehovo) the census has found 55% Hungarians, 
while of all the books lent by the municipal library 
26.747 were Hungarian, 647 Czech and Slovak, 141 
Russian and Ukranian!

—  y —

PERSECUTION OF NATIONALITY 
PRESS

The appearance for six months of a Hungarian 
weekly paper, the “Nep", the local organ of the Hun
garian Party in Kassa (Kosice) has been forbidden. 
The Slovak weekly of the same party, the "Vola 
Ludu", has been confiscated by the authorities on 
account of an article published in that paper on 
January 15th. — At the same time it will be interesting
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to mention that the "Slov&k", the official organ of the 
Slovak National Party, was confiscated not less than 
three times in the first few days of February,

The "Die Zeit", the mouthpiece of the Sudeta 
German Party, has been confiscated by the police 
on account of an article published in that paper on 
April 7, 1936; the confiscation was ordered under the 
Defence of the Republic Act and an action was 
simultaneously brought against Herr Kohler, the 
Editor-in-Chief, In vain did Herr Kohler strive to 
establish innocence by proving that he was absent 
from Prague at the time when the article in question 
was published in his paper; the Court found him guilty 
and sentenced him to one day's fasting, ten days in
carceration and to the payment of a fine of 200 
crowns; failing to pay that sum he was ordered to 
suffer another four days' incarceration,

—  y —

PERMISSION TO INSTITUTE 
FARMERS’ COMPROMISE 

PROCEDINGS WITHHELD FROM 
HUNGARIAN APPLICANT

Dr. Andrew Korlath,, Hungarian Party M. P. 
addressed a question to the Government in the matter 
of the refusal to permit farmers of Hungarian nationa
lity to ask for Farmers' Compromise proceedings.

"Paragraph 5 of the Ordinance dealing with 
Farmers' Compromise proceedings" — said Dr. Kor
lath — "prescribes that if the property in question 
exceeds 250 hectares in area, the debtor must apply 
to the Government for permission to institute Farm
ers' Compromise proceedings. This Ordinance was 
issued by the Government on the strength of the 
Authorization Act, without the consent of the Parlia
ment. Immediately after its issue we stated our ob
jections to the provision, which makes the institution 
of Farmers’ Compromise proceedings by the owners 
of farms exceeding 250 hectares in area conditional 
on the Government's permission, and ab ovo expres
sed our anxiety that the Government would allow 
points of antinational politics to influence its de
cisions.

“ Our anxiety was well-founded, for so far we 
have only heard of cases in which the Government 
has refused this permission to farmers of Hungarian 
nationality, but none of its having been granted. This 
leads us to suppose that the reason why permission 
was withheld was that the farmers in question were 
Hungarian nationals.

“We have been confirmed in our supposition by 
the rumour which has spread among the population 
that the Cabinet Council has passed a separate re
solution dealing with the question of permitting non- 
Czechoslovak landowners to institute Farmers' Com
promise proceedings. It is said that in terms of this 
resolution to do so is to be withheld from landowners 
belonging to the national minorities, and that in 
the future Hungarian nationals are to be absolutely 
prevented from acquiring land by purchase or par
celling.

"This rumour has naturally been the cause of un
rest among the Hungarians, and is by no means cal
culated to further the reconciliation of the nations 
proclaimed almost daily by the Government.

“We therefore ask Government:
“ 1. Is Government aware that permission to 

institute Farmers' Compromise proceedings has been 
consistently refused to applicants of Hungarian na
tionality?

"2, Is Government willing to state how many 
landowners of Hungarian nationality have applied for 
permission to do so, and how nany have received that 
permission?

"3. Is1 Government willing to admit that a re
solution was passed by a Cabinet Council which will 
in future prevent Hungarians from acquiring land by 
purchase or parcelling? and if so, why was that re
solution passed?

"4. Is Government prepared to revoke without 
delay any resolution to this effect or any resolution 
of a similar nature or tendency."

—  y —

SLOVAKS DEMAND AMNESTY 
FOR PROF. TUKA

In the last number of this paper we gave an 
account of an extremely moving article written by 
M. Sidor, a Slovak member of Parliament and Editor- 
in-Chief of the "Slovak", describing his visit in the 
prison of Pankrac to Prof. Tuka, a former member 
of Parliament and Vice-President of the Slovak Party, 
who was sentenced to fifteen year's imprisonment 
under the Defence of the Republic Act, It is now re
ported by the "Slovak" that 109 Slovak citizens of 
the watering-place Szliacs (Sliaoke Kupele) have 
signed a petition to President BeneS to ask for am
nesty for Prof. Tuka, The petition has also been 
signed by M. Salat, a Slovak member of Parliament. 
A few days later a meeting was held by the Slovak 
Party at Nagyszalatna, in which it was declared that 
the Slovaks would consider it an act of courtesy if the 
President would grant a pardon to Prof. Tuka. On 
February 6th an open letter was published by the 
"Slovak" ;the letter was signed in the name of 200 
Slovaks from Gyetva asking for an amnesty for 
Prof. Tuka,

—  .V —

R U M A N I A

VAST SCHEME TO DEPRIVE 
MINORITY INDIVIDUALS OF THEIR 

CITIZENSHIP
In the last issue of this paper it was reported that 

the editor-in-chief of the anti-revisionist "Curentul", 
M. Pamfil Seicaru, Government Party M. P., had in
troduced a Bill in Parliament advocating an amend
ment of the Citizenship Act of 1924. In this Bill it 
is proposed to empower committees working in the 
newly acquired territories to re-consider, at the re
quest of any Rumanian citizen, the decisions now in 
force regarding the citizenship of the inhabitants. 
Persons who through ignorance, or without legal title, 
had themselves put on the lists of subjects of the 
State would under the Bill be liable to imprisonment 
for a period of from two months to two years.

The minority press in Rumania — the “Sieben- 
burgisch-Deutsche Tageblatt" of 28th January, for 
instance — considers the Bill particularly alarming, 
also because it turns the Act into an instrument of 
revenge and blackmail, a ready weapon wherewith to 
harass the autochthonous population of the annexed 
territories, who are practically, or even wholly, de
fenceless owing to the narrow limits within which 
legal redress is possible.

The Bill was commented on also by the foreign 
press. An important Swiss daily, the "Neue Ztiricher
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Zeitung" in its issue of 21st January, contains a long 
article entitled “Aktuelle Probleme des Minderheiten- 
und Nationalitatenrechts" (Present-day problems of 
the Minorities and of Nationality Rights), in which 
the following opinion of the Bill is stated.

"Y ie ld in g  to  th e in flu en ce  o f  the N ational S ocia list 
m ovem ent, the R um anian G overnm ent has had a B ill 
in trod u ced  in  P arliam ent b y  on e  o f  the m em bers o f 
the G overnm ent P arty . T h e o b je c t  o f  this B ill is nothing 
m ore o r  less than a complete revision of the lists of 
Rumanian subjects in the territories acquired after the 
War. T h e  P ea ce  T reaties o f  St. G erm ain  a n d  T rianon , 
as w e ll a s  the R um anian  M in ority  T rea ty  o f  9th D e
cem ber 1919 w hich  w as guaranteed  b y  th e L eague o f  
N ations, recog n ize  in  p r in cip le  the R um anian  citizensh ip  
o f  a ll person s w ho at the tim e th e treaties cam e into 
fo r ce  had rights o f  d om icile , o r  w ere  a ctu a lly  living, in 
the territories n ew ly  a cqu ired  b y  th e R um anian State. 
T h e  B ill n ow  in trod u ced  in the R um anian  P arliam ent 
p rop oses  a  fresh  investigation  w ith ou t any  guarantees of 
a legal nature, o f the lists o f  R um anian  citizens. B e 
s id es  this every  Rum anian su b ject o f  th e n ew ly  acqu ired  
reg ion s w hose  citizensh ip  has been  ca lle d  in  question  
b y  a n y b od y  w hatsoever, m ust h im se lf p ro d u ce  p ro o fs  
that he has a legal right to  be  a c itizen  o f the R u 
m anian State. Owing to the deficiencies of the Rumanian 
civil administration those proofs are manifestly im
possible to procure. O n the grou nd  o f  som e m alevolent 
d en un ciation  su bord in ate  ad m in istrative  au th orities m ay 
sim p ly  by  an ord er  d ec la re  that a m an has lo s t h is rights 
o f  citizenship , even  if th ose  righ ts had  fo rm erly  been  
estab lish ed  in  lengthy  lega l p roceed in g s  by  the highest 
cou rts  in R um ania. T h e  B ill, i f  passed , will indeed 
place the minority citizens of the new Rumanian terri
tories in a position of relative defencelessness. B esides 
this another result o f  the am endm ent w ou ld  b e  to  in 
crea se  en orm ously  the w an dering  h osts o f  the "h o m e 
less ' w h o  are  being  driven  from  on e  fron tier  to  the other 
w ithout fin d in g  any rest o r  p ea ce . T h e  B ill in oth er 
respects t o o  is  in  con form ity  w ith  p re -w a r  Rum anian 
trad itions, in  th e sp irit o f  w hich , and  in  v io la tion  o f  
the B erlin  T rea ty  o f  1878, the great m a jo r ity  o f  the 
J ew s in o ld  R um anian  w ere  t ill 1919 d en ied  the rights 
o f  R um anian  citizen sh ip ."

But the Seicaru Bill is not the last act in the 
scheme. At the end of January another motion of 
amendment was laid before the Rumanian Parliament. 
It was signed by fifty M. Ps. with the name of 
Octavian Goga heading the list. In terms of this mo
tion an alien woman marrying a Rumanian subject 
would require a permit from the Cabinet Council 
issued on the recommendation of the naturalization 
committee in order to become a naturalized Rumanian 
citizen. Alien women who have already become na
turalized citizens of the Rumanian State through their 
mrriage with Rumanian subjects, would be allowed to 
retain their acquired citizenship only if their husbands 
were of Rumanian ethnical stock and children had 
been born to them. In all other cases 10 years of 
domicile in Rumania would be required to entitle 
them to Rumanian citizenship.

The Bill attaches various legal consequences to 
marriage between persons of Rumanian stock and non- 
Rumanian citizens. In this respect it is diametrically 
opposed to the principle of equality laid down in 
Article 8 of the Minority Treaty.

— y —

HOW AN EXTREME RUMANIAN 
SOCIETY PROPOSES TO CURTAIL 

MINORITY RIGHTS
At a meeting of the ”Actiunea Patriotica” , a Ru

manian society, held in Kolozsvar, inter alia the foll
owing anti-minority demands were voiced. All minority 
property within fifty kilometres of the frontier should,
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if for sale, be offered first to the State. Within fifty 
kilometres on the frontier no minority person should 
be appointed in the civil service. Rumanian officials 
should make a difference between Szeklers and Ma
gyars and treat the former as a separate nationality. 
The State should not grant any financial support to 
Hungarian denominational schools but only to State 
schools,

—  y —

THE BUCHAREST CHAMBER OF 
ADVOCATES FAVOURS THE 
EXCLUSION OF HUNGARIAN 

LAWYERS
At a recent meeting (December 12 and 13) of the 

Executive Committee of the Bucharest Chamber of 
Advocats, M. Istrate Micescu, Dean of the Chamber, 
invited the provincial Chambers to prevent the minority 
practice or, at any rate, to exclude most of them from 
the Chambers. Some of the Transylvanian Chambers 
of the Transylvanian Chambers of Advocats declared 
that this step would be a violation of the Constitution; 
yet, on February 7th, the Bucharest Chamber carried 
the motion that "none but Rumanians are allowed to 
enjoy rights in the service of the national ideal". In 
other words, those who are not of Rumanian birth do 
not possess any rights at all! At the general meeting 
of the Chamber M. Micescu expressed a hope that 
several other branches would follow the example of 
the Bucharest Chamber in realizing the national 
principle. — In bis appeal to the Minister of Justice, 
Dr. Elemer Gyarfas, Senator representing the Hun
garian Party, declared in the Senate on February 8th 
that the above resolution had been accepted by a 
representative body; he asked the Minister to inform 
him of his opinion regarding this movement, which is 
not only a violation of the Peace Treaties, the Re
solutions of Gyulafeh^rvar, and the Constitution of the 
country, but also an insult to the most elementary 
right of humanity: to work for one’s daily bread.

—  y —

HUNGARIAN PRIESTS 
AND MINISTERS FORBIDDEN 

TO TEACH RELIGION
According to the latest ordinance issued by the 

Ministry, the ministers and denominational teachers in 
the Reformed Church diocese of Kiralyhagomellek are 
forbidden to hold Bible classes and Sunday schools 
for school-children ("Keleti Ujsag", Jan. 24). Church 
committees of 4 or 5 members may not meet, and the 
work of the church ohoirs is being stopped. Thus in 
Szentpal (Sanpaul) in spite of the Prefect's permission 
the church choir was not allowed to meet for practice. 
The Prefect's permission was simply torn up by the 
sergeant of gendarmes ("Hirlap", January 23). A writ 
(No. 122/1937) has been served by the school-inspector 
of Marosvasarhely on Father Joseph Ambrus, parish 
priest of Borszek, forbidding him to teach religion 
and relegating that task to the Rev. George Pasat, 
Greek Oriental priest. No explanation was given 
("Magyar Ujsag", Jan. 26).

—  y —
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175.000 HUNGARIAN CHILDERN 
HAVE NO HUNGARIAN SCHOOL

The Rumanian statistical records of 1933 show 
that 174.336 Hungarian children did not get Hungarian 
schooling in that year. 744 more Hungarian schools 
and 1489 more Hungarian teachers are needed (Magyar 
Kisebbsdg, Vol. 15., No. 17.).

— y —

217 HUNGARIAN CHILDREN
DEPRIVED OF A  HUNGARIAN 

SCHOOL IN ONE SINGLE VILLAGE
In the village of Gatalja, where the number of 

children of schooling age is 217, only 100 were allowed 
to attend the Hungarian department at the beginning 
of the school year; the rest were forced to attend the 
Rumanian school. In January teaching in the Hungar
ian department ceased altogether ("Deli Hirlap", 
Jan. 21),

—  y —

Y U G O S L A V I A

THE STOIADINOVITCH CABINET 
AND THE HUNGARIAN^ MINORITY

M. Stoiadinovitch's Cabinet has since the autumn 
been undoubtedly showing a more tolerant attitude 
towards the Hungarians than any of its predecessors 
since the year 1929, when the present dictatorial regime 
was inaugurated. M. Stoiadinovitch's discussions with 
the leaders of the Hungarian Party, which had been 
dissolved in 1929, have led to some obvious results in 
the life of the Hungarian minority: a more free and 
easy movement of the Hungarians, a more tolerant 
treatment of the passport question, the foundation of 
cultural societies, the holding of meetings, the dis
cussion of the wishes of the Hungarians in the minority 
Press, a more tolerant attitude of the authorities, the 
bridling of the activities of so-called "irresponsible 
elements", etc. It was no doubt due to this new 
atmosphere that M. Bardocz, a Hungarian painter, was 
allowed to arrange an exhibition of his work in 
Szabadka not long ago; and, last not least, the same 
change of attitude may be observed in the style of 
some newspapers in Serbia propagating the idea of a 
Yugoslav-Hungarian rapprochement,

Nevertheless, this undoubtedly adventitious change 
in the situation of the Hungarian minority must not 
be overestimated. Much as we rejoice over what has 
been done so far, we must not think that all the 
cultural, economic, and political grievances of the 
Hungarians have been redressed already. That we are 
still very far from the fulfilment of all rightful claims 
may be seen from a few instances.

The abolotion of the analysis of family names 
(from a national point of view) has been promised by 
the authorities concerned, but the fulfilment of that 
promise is always being postponed to a later date. 
Of all the Hungarian cultural unions founded recently 
only one has had its statutes approved. The new 
teachers appointed to the Hungarian section of the 
elementary school at Magyarkanizsa (Pavlovgrad) — 
a village with a population 94%> Hungarian — were 
found to be persons who do not even know Hungarian. 
In most of the so-called Hungarian classes of the

Government schools the majority of subjects are still 
being taught in the language of the State. Nor has 
there been anything done in the way of changing the 
abnormal situation with regard to the officially 
appointed representative councils of towns and parishes 
in which the Hungarian minority is represented by 
only a very few membres.

Certain signs give us reason to infer that there 
are some social factors which do not wholly agree 
with the Government's intentions with regard to the 
treatment of the minority problem. Thus, for instance, 
in a pamphlet recently issued by Prof. Dimitrije 
Kirilovitch, formerly Educational Inspector in the 
Danube Banate, the author demands that those Hun
garians who have a Slav sounding name should be 
made to become Slavs again. School-children with 
such names should be sent to Serbian schools, ir
respectively of the parents’ national feelings. The same 
idea is advocated in an article written by M. Sosic 
Joco in the "Neven”, a Bunyevatz paper appearing at 
Szabadka (Subotica). As an illustration of the problem 
of the freedom of speech and the freedom of the Press 
it will be interesting to quote the words of the "Reg- 
geli Ujsag" (Morning News), a Hungarian paper 
published at Tjjvidek (Novisad): "Needless to say, we 
do not agree with the intentions of the pamphlet and 
article in question; but we must refrain from express
ing our opinion just now; we shall do so at a later 
date, when it will be possible to express our thoughts 
more freely."

On the other hand, the "Samouprava” , the official 
Gazette, welcomes the willingness of the Hungarian 
minority to collaborate with the Government Party 
"which" (it says) "will always respect and defend the 
lawful rights of the Hungarians in Yugoslavia. The 
days of empty phrases are over. The present Govern
ment has proved this by positive actions; and all it 
wants is to be judged by what it has actually done." 
Our comment on the above official statement is this: 
let us now see these "positive actions"!

— y —

THE SERBO-CROATIAN 
NEGOTIATIONS

When Prince Paul, the Yugoslav Regent, invited 
M. Macek, the leader of the Croatian Party, on 
November 9th to an audience lasting for several hours, 
the majority of the international Press looked upon 
this interview as the first step towards a speedy so
lution of the Croat problem. But they forgot how 
extremely complicated the situation had become in 
consequence of the “ integral-national-unity" policy of 
Belgrade which had been pursued for eighteen years; 
it was obviously impossible therefore, to expect a 
settlement of this complicated situation from one day 
to the other so as to find a satisfactory solution which 
would please both parties equally. This is what M. 
Ma£ek expressed in an interview given to the cor
respondents of the foreign Press on January 11th, 
when he stated his opinion retarding the Govern
ment's manifesto on general amnesty as follows:

“M. Stoiadinovitch" — he said — "has succeeded 
in misleading the foreign Press by his declaration that 
the reconciliation of the Serbs and Croats was now 
an established fact and that the Croat problem had 
thus come to a final settlement. He also made the 
public opinion of Europe believe that the victory of 
his party at the communal elections had now entitled 
him to negotiate, as the official representative of the 
Serb people, with the representatives of the Croat 
nation upon the final settlement of the Croat problem.
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It was with a view to proving his authority that he 
caused his manifesto of amnesty to be issued.

"Though we are used to the cynical and shrewd 
tricks of the Belgrade regime, yet it must be admitted 
that with this last trick the Stoiadinovich Cabinet has 
left all other systems of government since 1918 
behind. Just to see the real value of this so-called 
"general amnesty", it will be enough to point out 
that it has not set free one single Croatian political 
prisoner; as a matter of fact, it has not even done so 
much as to mitigate the punishment of one of these 
prisoners. . .  On the other hand, all those have been 
released who had distinguished themselves at the last 
communal elections by the most atrocious abuses in 
the service of the ruling system; we are indeed led 
to believe that the sole intention of this manifesto 
was to set these persons at liberty.

“And yet, in face of all this, these are still some 
people beyond the Drave and Save who upbraid the

CZ E C H O - S L O V A K I A

UNEMPLOYMENT ON INCREASE — 
ABOUT 50.000 WORKLESS MORE

Since October the number of unemployed has been 
steadily rising. In October it was 441.679, by the end 
of November 510.205, and by the end of December it 
had risen to 619.143. According to the report of the 
State Statistical Bureau, the number in January was 
668.381, an increase of 49.238 as compared with 
December. This is a rise of 8%. The increase was 
least in Bohemia — 16.930 (5.4%). In Moravia it was 
11.333 (6.1%). The situation is worst of all in Slovakia. 
There the number of unemployed has increased by 
20.149 (17.5%) while in Ruthenia the increase was 
826 (16.4%). This year the Statistical Bureau makes 
no attempt to produce its usual explanations of the 
rise in unemployment. Simply no mention is made of 
the cessation of season work. The only comment 
accompanying the figures is that a rise in unemploy
ment is a common phenomenon in January,, and was 
not unwnown in the years before the economic crisis. 
We must say that the explanation is very poor and 
that the rise in unemployment is poor evidence of the 
great briskness in economic life of which we hear so 
much. The state of affairs in Slovakia, in particular, 
is ground for anxiety, for, as we have seen above, the 
rise in unemployment was the greatest in that pro
vince.

— y —

1200.000.000 Kc. STATE DEFICIT

According to the preliminary report issued by 
the Ministry of Finance, State revenues from taxes 
and duties in 1936 were 9.908.000.000 crowns, that is 
to say, 292.000.000 less than the budgetary estimates. 
Excise duties on food yielded 13.000.000 crowns more 
than expected. Turnover tax revenues totalled
2.357.000.000 crowns, or 97,000.ooo more than in 
1935, but 107.000.000 less them the budgetary estimates. 
The State undertakings yielded 272.000.000 less than 
was expected. Direct taxes, on the other hand, yielded

Croats for mistrusting everything that comes from 
Belgrade. This last step of M. Stoiadinovitch's Cabinet 
cannot be expected to contribute considerably towards 
the lessening of this feeling of mistrust."

These remarkably severe statements of M. Macek 
were expected to aggravate the situation again; on 
January 16th, however, M. Macek and M. Stoiadino- 
vitch had a new conference at Brezine which lasted 
for several hours, A few days later, on January 29th, 
M. Kosutic, son-in-law of the late Stiepan Raditch 
and formerly Minister of Public Works, returned from 
exile after seven years' absence from his country. It 
is believed that his example will soon be followed by 
another excellent Croatian exile, M. Krievic, formerly 
member of the Skupstina; this, it is said, will gradually 
lead to the final liquidation of the Croatian exile 
question.

—  y  —

O N O M Y
143.000.000 more. The discrepancy is much greater in 
respect of expenditure. The Budget estimated an ex- 
penidture of 10.206.000.000 kc. But the Treasury has 
spent 11.203,000.000, an excess of 997.ooo.ooo over 
the budgetary estimates. In consequence of this de
crease in the revenues and increased expenditure the 
actual State deficit in 1936 was 1200.000.000 Kc.

—  y  —

COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT HAS 
COME TOO LATE

According to the report of the Inland Trade 
Institute, the commercial situation did show an im
provement in 1936, but by ne means to the extent ex
pected as a result of improved economic conditions. 
The report also reveals that although in districts be
longing to certain chambers of commerce receipts in 
some branches of trade, such as textiles, haberdashery, 
toys and flowers, were from 10 to 15 per cent higher 
than in 1935, net profits did not rise above that 
year's level. In some branches of the textile trade — 
probably owing to the devaluation — larger invest
ments were made in stocks. Trade in foodsuffs, sugar, 
metal, china and wireless was dull. Trade in sporting 
goods and in boots and shoes fell off considerably. 
The Inland Trade Institute declares that commercial 
development has come too late.

—  y  —

TRANSPORT FROM RUTHENIA 
TO BUD WEIS CHEAPER VIA HUNGARY 

AND AUSTRIA THAN VIA 
CZECHO-SLOVAKIA

The Institute of National Economy of Ruthenia 
has made a study of the question of railway tariffs, 
which are well known to be very disadvantageous for 
Ruthenia. Freight charges on goods despatched from 
Ruthenia to the historical provinces are much higher 
than vice versa. These high rates make it impossible 
for Ruthenian products to compete with those of the 
districts on the other side of the Morva. A  classical 
example of the point in question is supplied by a 
statement of the Institute of National Economy to the

P O L I T I C A L  E C
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effect that the freight rates on a wagon of potatoes 
from Ruthenia to Budweis through Rumania, Hungary 
and Austria are 305 crowns less than through Czecho
slovakia, although the distance is considerably shorter 
by the latter route. This freight policy is largely 
responsible for Ruthenian grapes having been ousted 
from the markets in the historical provinces. The 
Institute intends taking steps to secure an equitable 
reduction in the freight rates.

— y —

H U N G A R Y

„THE ECONOMIST44 ON THE SITUATION 
IN HUNGARY IN 1936.

"Conditions in Hungary in 1936 were better than 
at any time since 1931. Political stability, improved 
agricultural prices and steady industrial progress con
tributed towards the financial consolidation of the 
country. The Budget was nearly balanced, after seven 
years of deficits. The liquidity of the banks con
siderably improved, because of the cessation of Gov
ernment borrowing. The liberal credit policy adopted 
by the National Bank permitted the use of the blocked 
pengo balances.

Foreign creditors regained confidence in the 
pengo. They either reinvested their frozen balances 
and the accrued interest in Hungarian securities; or 
helped to promote additional exports by sacrificing a 
part of their claims to secure convertible foreign ex
changes. Both the transfer moratorium and the stand
still agreements operated throughout 1936. As in 1935. 
Hungary was able to trasfer in 1936 about L 3 mil
lions for the service of her foreign debt.

Finance. — The Budget deficit for 1935—36 was 
18 million pengo. Total receipts for the Budget proper 
in 1935—36 amounted to 803.1 millions, against
762.8 millions in the previous financial year; they 
were also about 12 per cent, higher in July—No
vember, 1936, than in the corresponding period of 
1935. The restoration of equilibrium was made pos
sible because the Government did not resort to in
creased expenditure. The Budget of the State Railways 
showed a substantial deficit, which could, however, 
be met from the Treasury surplus without recourse to 
the Money Market.

The note circulation of the National Bank rose 
by about 10 per cent, during 1936, and the statutory 
cover increased from 110 million pengo to 132 million. 
The improved liquidity of the banking situation is 
shown by the fact that, while the note circulation in
creased, the bills discounted with the National Bank 
showed a slow but steady decrease. The discount rate 
remained at 4 per cent, throughout the year.

There was an almost continuous boom on the 
Stock Exchange. Quotations of both shares and se
curities rose on the average by 50 per cent,, and in 
some cases by 100 per cent, and more. The yield of 
leading industrial shares was between 2 and 3 per 
cent, and of Government securities and mortgage 
bonds 51/2 to 6 per cent.

Industry, Agriculture and Trade. — Profits and 
employment were at their highest since 1929. For the 
first time, there were signs of labour shortage, 
especially in the highly skilled trades. Iron, steel, 
machinery and coal mining prospered most; textiles, 
and chemicals had a good year; but flour milling re
mained the depressed trade of Hungary. Agriculture 
profited by higher world prices and the satisfactory 
settlement of farm debts by the Government. Further 
adjustment to world prices will have to be made if

and when exchange restrictions are lifted. Foreign 
trade benefited by the simplification of the exchange 
control. The inequalities between internal and external 
prices which accumulated in 1934 and 1935 were 
smoothed out. Exports for the first 11 months of 1936 
totalled 457 million pengo against 406.5 in the cor
responding period of 1935; and imports amounted to 
394. millions, against 350 millions. Tourist traffic has 
considerably increased, because of the cheap travel
lers' cheques."

EXCESS OF EXPORTS IN JANUARY: 
17.7 MILLION PENG6

According to the report published by the Central 
Statistical Bureau, the value of imports in the month 
of January amounted to 28.1 million pengo (as against 
40.6 million pengo in the first month of 1936), that of 
exports being 45.8 million pengo (as against 34.9 mil
lion pengo): that meaning that the foreign trade 
balance of Hungary for that month showed an excess 
of exports respecting a value of 17.7 million pengo 
(whereas in January, 1936, there was an excess of 
imports amounthng to 5.7 million pengo!!).

As compared with the corresponding month of the 
previous year, the imports for January show a note
worthy decrease in the following items: — maize, raw 
and scrap iron, raw mineral oil, raw cotton, half- 
finished rice and hardware: while there was a material 
increase in the imports of raw hides and sawn and 
planed timber.

On the exports side there was a noteworthy 
increase in the exports of weat, maize, horned cattle, 
clover and lucerne seeds, there being a decrease, 
however, on a ocnsiderable scale in the exports of 
fresh meat, lard and bacon.

MATERIAL IMPROVEMENT IN FOREIGN 
EXCHANGES SITUATION OF NATIONAL 

BANK IN 1936.
The Report of the Board of Directors of the 

National Bank of Hungary dealing with the course of 
business in the year 1936 shows the following results 
of foreign exchanges transactions: —

The reforms relating to foreign exchanges trans
actions put into force at the end of the year 1935 have 
in every respect come up to expectations. There was 
a material increase, not only in the foreign exchanges 
receipts of the Bank itself, but also in the amount of 
foreign exchange receipts of other kinds (compensa
tions, foreign exchanges receipts surrended to credi
tors in connection with additional exports against 
mechandise pengo or with other transactions); a cir
cumstance enabling the Bank to meet the increased 
demand for foreign exchanges resulting from the in
crease of imports and in addition to accumulate re
serves too. It proved possible to meet the demands for 
purpose of the importation of raw materials without 
a hitch; there being now arrears of importance only 
in dealings with countries with which we have clear
ing or other agreements regulating payments.

Seeing that as a consequence of the measures 
referred to we have succeeded in obtaining the same 
results as those achieved in certain other countries 
only by a formal devaluation of the currencies, there 
was no reason why Hungary should change her 
monetary policy. This result was obtainable without 
difficulty, particularly in view of the fact that our 
system of foreign exchanges premiums put into force 
at the end of 1935 — a system fixing premiums of 
50°l« and 53*U respectively payable to sellers and by 
purchasers respectively of convertible foreign exchan•
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ges (by which term are meant foreign exchanges freely 
available by the National Bank of Hungary and un
restrictedly convertible into any other currency, i. e. 
cither direct or indirect into gold), the premiums 
payable on non-convertible foreign exchange being 
fixed at lover amounts — enabled us to counterbalance 
(to a very considerable extent) the effects of the de
preciation of the Swiss and French francs, the Italian 
lira and the Czech crown, by inrceasing the amounts 
of premiums. After the carrying into effect of the de
valuations the premiums previously in force in respect 
of the Swiss and French francs were raised from 38% 
and 41°/o respectively to the amounts in force in 
respectible foreign exchanges. In the case of the 
Italian lira, in respect of which the National Bank had 
for some time past not charged any premium, those 
payable in the case of compensation dealings being 
also quite immaterial, at the time when the new clear
ing agreement following the devaluation of the lira 
came into force premiums of 47% and 48.5% respective 
were fixed as payable to sellers and by purchasers 
respectively. In the case of the Czech crown the 
premiums were raised by the Bank after the devalua
tion of that currency from 40°/o and 41.5°/o to 45%> and 
46.5°/o respectively.

The figures of our foreign exchange dealings in 
1936 show clearly the effects of the foreign exchange 
measures introduced in 1935. The total foreign ex
change receipts of the National Bank of Hungary in 
the year 1936 — inclusive of currency receipts — 
represented an aggregate value of 408 million pengo. 
To this must be added the sums paid in to the banks 
privileged to sell and purchase foreign exchanges, 
which sums — after deduction of the sums surrendered 
to the National Bank — represented a value if alto
gether 2 million pengo. In the previous year the 
foreign exchanges received by the National Bank re
presented a value of 317 million, those received by 
the privileged banks a value of 2 million pengo. This 
increase did not in any way prejudice the position of 
the item sundry foreign exchange receipts, which also 
showed an advance — from 95 to 149 million pengo.

Of the foreign exchange receipts of the Bank in 
1936 the sum of 356 million pengo originated from 
payments for exports — as against 289 million pengo 
in the previous year. The increase of the Bank’s 
receipts under the head of export foreign exchange 
exceeded that of the value of exports (57 million 
pengo), a circumstance of peculiar importance when 
we consider that there was an increase (amounting to 
36 million pengo) also in the volume of exports 
effected under compensation agreements and in the 
value of other export foreign exchanges subject to the 
control of the Bank, — a result to be attributed pri
marily to the reforms relating to foreign exchange 
transactions referred to above.

Another symptom of the imrpovement in our 
foreign exchanges situation is the fact that the in
crease in the Bank’s receipts of convertible foreign 
exchanges was relatively greater than that of the 
Bank’s aggregate foreign exchanges receipts, the con
sequence being that there has been a qualitative im
provement also in the composition of the Bank's stock 
of foreign exchanges.

The value of the foreign exchanges sold by the 
Bank in the year 1936 amounted to 381 million pengo
— as against 292 million pengo in the previous year. 
The sume released for import purposes aggregated 
320 million pengo, those released for other purposes
— viz. to cover requirements of the State and State 
undertakings, for debt services, for travel and visits 
to health resorts, for the remittance of emoluments, 
pensions and relief, and for other siimlar purposes
— aggregating 61 million pengo. The sums released

or sold respectively for the same purposes in the pre
vious year represented values of 233 and 59 million 
pengo respectively.

Out of the blocked pengo deposits paid to the 
credit of our foreign financial creditors the sum of 
34 million pengo was appropriated or transferred 
respectively in the form of additional exports, a fur
ther amount of 41 million pengo being transferred or 
apropriated respectively for tourist traffic sales and 
other specific transactions. The respective amounts 
shown at the end of 1935 were 32 and 31 million 
pengo. These figures do not however include those 
considerable amounts of blocked pengo used by 
owners of blocked pengo accounts in Hungary.

B U M A N I A
NEW RUMANIAN AGRARIAN BILL

The new Agrarian Bill introduced by M. Sassu, 
Minister for Agriculture, has already been characteriz
ed by the Legislative Council (Consiliul legislativ) as 
being in contradiction of the right of possession laid 
down in the Constitution; consequently, it would give 
rise to an interminable series of abuses owing to the 
misinterpretation of its provisions.

Among those who criticized the Bill in the Senate 
was Dr. Elemer Gyarfas, member for the Hungarian 
Party. He pointed out that Art. I of the Bill, which 
provides for the acquisition, assignment, and burdening 
of landed property, interferes most seriously with the 
right of possession and ownership, so that it could not 
be carried out without a corresponding modification 
of the Civil Law. Furthermore, Dr. Gyarfas called the 
attention of the Senate to the fact that Art. I. 
refers only to one part of the agricultural area: to the 
land acquired by expropriation; yet it speaks in 
general so that it would seem as if it contained general 
provisions. The right thing to do would be to unite 
under a separate heading those provisions which refer 
only to areas acquired under the agrarian laws; 
in this way it would be possible to avoid their 
misinterpretation and also their application “per 
analogiam”. Dr. Gyarfas then went on to point out 
that so far the State had the right of first purchaser 
only in the case of those areas which have been left 
over after the process of appropriation, whereas now 
— according to the Bill — its right would be extended 
to the immovables acquired by expropriation, too. 
Since, however, the right of expropriation, and 
especially the manner in which it may be exercised, 
are not defined with sufficient exactness, this state of 
affairs will lead to a series of further abuses. The Bill 
contains also a prohibition against the division of 
landed property under 5 acres by way of inheritance, 
which again is in contradiction of the right of posses
sion. By declaring null and void and officially void
able all those assignments of property effected 
contrary to the provisions of this Bill, it deals a fatal 
blow to the security of the right of possession, since 
nobody will dare to buy land knowing that the pur
chase may be annulled at any time within five years.

Very grave objections were also raised against the 
proposed introduction of special taxes for the creation 
of a so-called "agricultural fund", which would not 
come under the constitutional control of the regular 
Budget, as they are to be paid direct to the Ministry.

M. Garoflid, former Minister, complained that the 
new taxes are far too high and almost unbearable. The 
modes of punishment detailed in the Bill are nothing 
short of brutality, and they are liable to lead to 
further abuses without, however, serving the public 
interest. — y —
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Y U G O S L A V I A
THE MAJORITY OF EXPORTS GO TO 

CENTRAL EUROPE
The Central European States are Yugoslavia's best 

customers. 73.03°/o of her exports in 1930 went to 
Germany, Austria, Czecho-Slovakia, Italy, and Hun
gary, while the total amount of imports from these 
countries to Yugoslavia reached 69.05%>, Notwithstand
ing the fact that numerous attempts have been made 
in the last six years to open up new channels for 
Yugoslavia's exports, Germany, Austria, Czecho
slovakia, and Hungary still take 54.30°/o of her exports 
and provide 50% of her imports., In other words 
Yugoslavia is not able to find better markets for her 
export trade than the States of Central Europe.

The participation of the various Central European 
States in Yugoslavia's export trade is divided as 
follows: Germany 23.74%, Austria 14.46%, Czecho
slovakia 12.34%, Hungary 3.76%, Italy 3.13%; their 
participation in her imports is indicated by the follow
ing figures: Germany 26.60%, Czecho-Slovakia 15.35%, 
Austria 10.30%, Hungary 3.75%, Italy 2.49%.

In 1936 Yugoslavia's export trade was active with 
the following countries; Austria 230 million dinars, 
Great Britain 85.8 mill., Greece 146.3 mill., Belgium 
126.1 mill., Hungary 9 mill., Italy 36.4 million dinars. 
It was passive with Germany (48.6 millions), Czecho
slovakia (185.8 mill.), the United States (46 mill.), 
Switzerland (14.9 mill.), France (15.1 mill.), and 
Holland (3.3 million dinars).

— y —

YUGOSLAVIA’S ACQUISITIONS IN HUNGARY
Under the Yugoslav-Hungarian trade agreement 

the Yugoslav Government is making noteworthy State 
acquisitions in Hungary. Railway materials are being 
chiefly purchased. A comimssion has already been 
delegated by the Yugoslav Minister of Finance to 
find out what articles Yugoslavia could buy from 
Hungary. The Ministry of Transport is intending to 
place an order in Hungary for eighty railway engines 
and sixty railway cars,. A public auction will be held 
to this effect in Belgrade in the presence of the re
presentatives of various other States; but preference 
will be given to the Hungarian contractors.

—  y —

S P O R T S

UNIVERSITY SPORTS
As a prelude to the Summer championships in 

Paris, University sporting contests were held at Zell 
am See. The number of competitors was 500 in all, 
and it must be looked upon as a remarkable achieve
ment that the Hungarian competitors finished fourth. 
The final scores officially based on the first six places 
in each group, are as follows:

1. Austria (122 points), 2. Norway (106 p.), 
3. Germany (80 p.), 4. Hungary 51 points).

This achievement is all the more remarkable as 
the Hungarian competitors left some of the greatest 
sporting nations behind them. It is even more inter
esting to examine the individual numbers separately. 
If we examine the results in the two main branches, 
i. e, the snow and ice sports, we see that Hungary did 
not gain a single point in the snow sports. In this 
branch the German competitors repeated their victory 
which surprized the sporting world at the Olympic 
games; they carried home a remarkable number of 
prizes in skiing so that, in the end, they preceded 
Austria and Norway in the snow sports. In the 
branch of snow sports only the skiing championships 
could be completed, while the bob-races held at Igls 
had to be abandoned owing to the sudden thaw.

The situation of ice sports is quite different; in 
this group we have such numbers as speed and figure 
skating, and ice hockey.

Hungary, was first in ice hockey; in figure skating 
she tied for first place with Austria, each coming 25 
points; in spead skating Hungary finished third behind 
Austria and Norway, with 14 points.

Taking all in all in the group of ice sports Hun
gary happens to have acquired second place with 51 
points, while Austria was first with 52 points, only 
one point more!

SWIMMING
In addition to winning the water polo champion

ship a second time, the water sports of Hungary was

distinguished at last year's Olympic games by the 
magnificent accomplishment of Ferenc Csik, the 
champion swimmer, who was the only European male 
competitor of any note in the desperate fight for the 
male championship between America and Japan. The 
European triumph of Hungary’s water sports is all the 
more amazing when we consider that the Germans 
were unable to win a prize in their own country, not
withstanding the fact that their water sports enjoy 
remarkable support from the authorities as well as 
the public and have many thousand excellent sports
men to throw in the line.

The amazing development in the Olympic year 
may be best seen from the Hungarian list records and 
from the record achievements of that year.

The Hungarian Swimming Association has 19 
male and 14 female groups of records on its list. 
Fourteen of the 19 male records were achieved in 
the Olympic year and the other five in the previous 
year; there is not one single record to be found on 
the list before the year 1935. Let us supplement the 
importance of these achievements by mentioning the 
fact that 22 new records had been established in 14 
record groups before the new list of records was 
made up.

The list of female records betrays less vigour on 
the part of the competitors than the male list. Here 
only 7 of the 14 valid records were set up in 1936, 
three in 1935; while the rest are of a still earlier date. 
Their work, however, does not lack vigour altogether, 
because the female competitors have set up 15 records 
in the 7 new record groups.

It is a serious handicap to our swimmers that we 
have no 25-metre baths which would be necessary for 
up-to-500 metres swimming; those records which 
apply to distances under 500 metres were set up by 
our champions in swimming pools of 33 metres, while 
similar records of other nations were achieved in 25- 
metre swimming pools. — y —
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