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HUNGARIAN MINORITIES AND
THE MILITARY EQUALITY OF HUNGARY
by

C o u n t S tep h en B e th le n
here can be no doubt that the international
political events of the past year have done
much to improve Hungary’s international
position. W e must not however shut our eyes
to certain phenomena which may prove to be the
preludes to complications.
I would refer to only two things. The first
of the unfavourable phenomena is that from a
military point of view we are still absolutely de
fenceless; the other being that our racial brethren
living in foreign countries have never been sub
jected to such oppression as they are suffering
from now: while so far we have not been able to
take any serious step to eliminate these two cir
cumstances and the situation arising from them.
Our complete disarmament is creating a situation
becoming more and more intolerable for us, — not
only because those States surrounding us which in
the event of the outbreak of a war we should pro
bably have to reckon among our enemies have
been making unheard-of efforts recently too to
further develop their military forces even beyond
their financial capacity, having thus obtained over
us an advantage the counterbalancing of which on
our part is becoming more and more hopeless
every day, but also — and indeed more parti
cularly — because in the event of war breaking
out in the vicinity of Hungary our neighbours do
not intend — a point already acknowledged
openly by them — to respect even our neutrality
and would indeed undoubtedly avail themselves
of the opportunity to once more occupy Dismemb
ered Hungary. It has therefore become a duty to
our people to arm; and that duty not even the
support of the most powerful friends can possibly
make superfluous.
Another sad symptom — I had almost said
a desperate symptom — of the weakness of our
international position is the persecution, terrorisation and despoiling and extermination of our
racial brethren in Rumania — a persecution defying description. Hungarian public opinion can
not find words sufficiently strong to express its
horror and indignation — we cannot protest ener
getically enough — against the procedure of Ru
mania in recent months, — an indignation which
must be shared and a protest which must be
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echoed by every civilised person who has taken
the remotest trouble to watch the sufferings of
the Hungarians in Transylvania, — a persecution
in comparison with which the methods adopted by
Russia during the last fifty years of the pre-W ar
period — in her treatment of the Poles, for in
stance — might veritably be described as courteous
and gracious.
It is quite superfluous for me to go into de
tails on this point. The press daily reports cases
of such persecution; and there must be many
similar cases which are not registered by the de
pressing chronicles of events simply because their
victims suffer in silence and bear their crosses
without a murmur, seeing that they are afraid
that, if they give any information to any one, their
lot will become even more intolerable.
Both circumstances — our disarmament and
the sad fact that the war of extermination is being
waged with constantly increasing fury against the
Hungarian minorities, — both circumstances il
lustrate strikingly the weakness of our inter
national position, so that I have no hesitation in
saying that the most urgent work with which our
foreign policy is faced is to eliminate those
circumstances.
The elimination of the one-sided disarmament
from which we are suffering and the salvation of
one-third of our racial brethren subjected to
foreign rule, — that is our duty to ourselves and
to our honour, and that duty must be fulfilled at
all costs. And it is a duty also to the cause of
European peace; because its fulfilment would
make it possible to keep intact the territory left
to our nation by the Treaty of Trianon, while the
failure to meet that obligation would involve a
revision in pejus of the Treaty and the destruction
of all that has been left us by the Edict of
T rianon.
How do things stand in this respect? What
must and what can be done to improve the situa
tion? Let us face the facts. A few weeks ago an
article containing very remarkable things appeared
in the columns of “ Le Temps", one of the leading
French organs; and that article awoke a lively
response in the Little Entente States. In the
article "Le Temps" actually advises the Little
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Entente in the event of Hungary following the
example set by Austria and Germany and be
ginning to arm without authorisation to arbitrarily
proclaim the cancelling of the obligations under
taken by them in the Minority Treaties. The idea
here suggested must have acted like a Godsend in
the Little Entente States; for it would at one blow
solve the problem of emancipation from the ob
ligations undertaken in connection with the Treaty
of Trianon and legalise all the crimes and in
justices committed at the cost of the Hungarian
minorities: while the League of Nations would
also escape from the pressure of an irksome duty
which is in any case only a mock obligation now
that only a very tiny figleaf disguises the real
nature of the manner in which this distinguished
body has hitherto discharged the formidable and
exceptionally important duties devolving upon it
in respect of the national minorities.
And the advice thus given by the article
published in “Le Temps“ betrays a most remark
able legal sense and a perfectly Balkan mentality.
In the first place the writer apparently ensures
the States on the other side the right under inter
national law to maintain the one-sided disarma
ment to which Hungary has been condemned, even
in the event of the other States failing — as they
in fact have failed — carry into effect the artnament restrictions undertaken under the Treaty of
Trianon in return for that obligation of disarma
ment on the part of Hungary. Furthermore, the
article actually empowers the Little Entente
States in the event of their being unable to carry
into effect a onesided revision (in their favour)
of the Treaty of Trianon to retaliate by cancelling
the obligations in respect of their national mi
norities undertaken in return for the cession of
two-thirds of Hungary's territory. The suggestion
therefore involves the authorisation of the Little
Entente States to openly — and indeed ostent
atiously — throw off the obligations undertaken
by them in respect of their national minorites and
thereby to introduce the system of hostages pre
vailing in Spain — at their discretion to imprison
their minorities or to exterminate them wholesale
in order by anticipation to prevent Hungary
engaging in any act of an unfriendly nature which
may prejudice their interests.
It is a moot point whether the political short
sightedness or the lack of humanity and legal
sense shown by this machiavellistic advice, is
greater? Surely nothing could be politically more
shortsighted than to imagine that inequality, op
pression and persecution can be used as the found
ations of peace. Nor could any greater injustice
against Hungary be conceived than the demand
that the military provisions shall be carried into
effect with the obstinacy of Shylock, even in the
event of the counter-obligations stipulated in the
Treaty of Peace being repudiated and of threats
to the effect that should they fail to enforce a
continuation of that situation the Little Entente
States will refuse to continue to acknowledge the
validity of the obligations the equivalents of which
the received long ago, when they were allotted
parts of Hungary's territory. And, finally, it shows

DECEMBER, 1936

an utter lack of humanity and of even the most
elementary form of fairness to proclaim that the
Hungarian minorities already entirely at the mercy
of their new masters will be denied even those
meagre means of legal redress — indeed, the
Little Entente States are already declaring these
means to be invalid — which the Succession States
have so far at least formally accepted as binding
upon them in return for the cession of enormous
territories.
What is here at stake is nothing more or less
than a revision of the Treaty of Trianon, — the
question of our exempting the States of the other
side from their obligation of disarmament or in the
event of our refusing to do so of those States
arbitrarily enforcing an even more daring amend
ment of other provisions of the Treaty. A ll this
is, however, no mere threat; and from the Hun
garian point of view that is the punctum saliens.
The revision in question has de facto been really
carried into practice; for, while on the one hand
our disarmament is still a fact, while the States
on the other side are up to their necks in the race
for armaments, on the other hand — in Rumania,
at least — not a single provision of the Minorities
Treaties is put into practice in respect of the
Hungarian minorities, and beyond the frontiers
those treaties have long been de facto mere dead
letters.
With all the shrewdness our neighbours have
shown in inventing this idea, they have apparently
forgotten that such a procedure is equivalent to
an open confession that the Treaty of Trianon has
already become inapplicable and that as a con
sequence we may be forced without delay to in
voke the application of Article 19 of the Covenant?
They surely do not imagine that Hungary would
for a moment tolerate the Treaty of Trianon being
arbitrarily and one-sidedly amended to her
detriment? A ny attempt of the kind would be
bound to bring grist to Hungary’s mill; for the
only answer Hungary could possibly offer to the
denunciation of the Minority Treaties would be to
immediately demand a revision of the Treaty of
Trianon as a whole.
W e must forget, however, that the present
situation itself is also intolerable to Hungary: I
have already noted that Rumania, though not
having formally denounced her Minority Treaty,
has ceased to apply its provisions in practice:
indeed, there is not a single provision in that
treaty which she does not openly flout every day.
Volumes might be written on the subject: but I
shall confine myself to citing a single crying
example more by way of illustration than for any
other reason. One provision of the Minority
Treaty granted the Szekely people cultural
autonomy — that proving that the framers of the
treaty intended to treat the Szekelys as a serious
minoriy factor and for that reason endeavoured
to afford their rights more efficacious protection.
Now let us see how all this looks in practice?
and how the respective provision is carried into
effect today by the Rumanian State?
The first step towards execution of the re
spective provision taken by the Rumanian State
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was to confiscate the common property of the
Szekely people — used mostly for the furtherance
of cultural objects — and to distribute part of
the same among Rumanian villages, expropriating
the rest for the benefit of the Rumanian Treasury.
When some years ago the Szekely people applied
to the League of Nations for redress of this
flagrant breach of rights, that venerable body,
whose duty it should have been to protect the
minority, ordered the restoration of only a part
of the common property in question. And that
partial restoration has not yet been effected. This
was the first step taken by the Rumanian State
towards the realisation of the cultural autonomy
of the Szekely people. The next step was the clos
ing under all kinds of pretexts of the Szekely
elementary and other schools, this being accomp
anied by the establishment of network of Ruman
ian schools and the importation of Rumanian
teachers from Old Rumania, the whole Szekely
area being flooded with these teachers, who re
ceived double salaries as a reward for undertaking
the extrem ely difficult task of Rumanisation of
the Szekely people. When this work had been
accomplished, the Rumanians invented the ri
diculous theory — historically and scientifically
quite untenable — that the Szekely people did not
form part of the Hungarian minority, seeing that
they were really Magyarised Rumanians; that
enabling them to formulate a claim to re-Rumanianise them. The work was begun at once and
at full speed. Today gendarmes ruthlessly buttend the ribs of any Szekelys who are not willing
to be converted to the Greek Catholic (Uniate) or
Greek Oriental (Orthodox) faith and to send their
children to Rumanian schools and Rumanianise
their names. What is going on here is an infamous
attempt to exterminate the Szekely people, the
result being that today only one-third of the
Szekely children — or perhaps even less than
one-third — are attending Hungarian denomina
tional schools and learning to read and write in
their mother tongues, while the national feelings
and self-consciousness and even the material
well-being of the rest has been placed at the
mercy of a corrupt bureaucracy and a ruthless
soldiery.
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that question is — suaviter in modo, sed fortiter
in re.
The first step must be to open up negotiations
with the leaders of the Rumanian State. After all,
even the most infatuated Rumanian chauvinist
must realise that there are limits to the patience
even of an ox and that, though we have not the
slightest wish to interfere in the internal affairs
of Rumania, the restoration of normal relations
between that country and Hungary must depend
solely and exclusively upon the treatment ac
corded to our racial brethren by the Rumanian
authorities. W e must therefore leave no stone un
turned to come to an agreement with Rumania; for
it is not our intention to cause unrest in Europe:
what we really desire is to secure the welfare of
our racial kinsmen in Transylvania, — a result
which can be far better and far more effectively
secured by prevailing upon the Rumanian Govern
ment to think the matter over than by converting
the affair at all costs into a European question.

However, should that expedient fail, the Hun
garian Government should appeal first to the
Great Powers and only then to the League of
Nations, in the latter case securing if possible the
support of a Member of the Council. This latter
course would be the last resort of the Hungarian
Government: for so far the petitions of the mi
norities have almost without exception found their
way only to the League's — waste-paper basket.
Should the League of Nations in this matter too
fail to do its duty, we should without fail have to
leave the League and to turn our backs on a body
which is neither able nor willing to m eet the ob
ligations so solemnly undertaken by it.
In the event of aggression the League of Na
tions would in any case never defend us. On one
occasion we did indeed receive financial support
from the League of Nations; but that nation which
for material reasons does not dare in any given
case to undertake even that risk in defence of its
vital political interests, renounces in advance the
possibility of national self-assertion and becomes
the thrall of other more virile and more courageous
nations.
After all, we surely cannot tolerate our racial
kinsmen being made outlaws in the very heart of
This is how the cultural autonomy of the
Europe or look on with folded arms while nearest
Szekely people looks in practice.
of kin are being inhumanly nailed to the cross —
But why should I continue? What is true of our brothers and cousins, those nearest and
the Szekelys, is true also of the Hungarian towns dearest to us veritably crucified — ; for that
and of the educated classes of those towns, — in touches our national honour: and posterity will
other words, of all the Hungarians of Transylvania. never acquit us of the charge of guilty omission
The situation is intolerable; and we should be — merely because we are weak and small — if
indeed a nation of poltroons if we continued to we fail to fight against the crucifixion of our ra
look on at these happenings with folded arms and cial brethren with every means in our power.
did nothing at all to put an end to them.
Even the worm tries to defend itself against
But what is to be done? The only answer to being crushed.

FUNDAMENTAL POINTS OF THE DANUBE
QUESTION
II. THE DANUBIAN AUTONOMIES
by

P r o f e s s o r E u g e n e H o r v a th

P

resident Wilson in one of the Fourteen
Points made public on January 8th., 1918,
stipulated that national autonomies should
be established in the territory of the AustroHungarian Monarchy; in the autumn of the same
year the Foreign Minister of Austria-Hungary ac
cepted the proposal: while by Letters Patent dated
October 16th, 1918, Charles of Habsburg, Emperor
of Austria and King of Hungary, made provision
for the establishment of the "autonomies" the
creation of which had been undertaken by the
Monarchy. Every credit is due to two Hungarian
statesmen — Count Stephen Burian, Austro-Hun
garian Foreign Minister, and Count Stephen Tisza
— for having desired to put an end to a hopeless
struggle by accepting those conditions stipulated
by the victorious enemy which were calculated to
be to the advantage of the peoples of Austria and
Hungary and of the future of both countries. It is
due to these statesmen, moreover, that after the
Points had been accepted by Austria-Hungary and
that acceptance had impelled the allies of the
Monarchy to do likewise, President Wilson proved
able by reference to the example set by the enemy
to compel his own allies to accept the terms and
to thereby ensure the possibility of a just and
lasting peace.
Under this reciprocal agreement — and what
has been said above shows without a doubt that we
have before us here a gentleman agreement con
cluded between the two Parties — the "autonomies”
to be established in the Danubian territories in
volved liberation from the rule of the power
exercised for centuries previously by the Vienna
Government which had left unpleasant memories
in Hungary too. That this was the interpretation
in Hungary of the October 16th., 1918, Manifesto,
was the establishment in the Hungarian Parliament
of the fact that as a consequence of the change in
the character of the Austrian State the AustroHungarian Compromise of 1867 had become in
validated, that Hungary had acquired the right of
self-determination and that she was therefore con
nected with Austria only by the person of the
sovereign.

From the point of view of German Austria —
as the German provinces of Austria were called
then — the establishment of self-government was
regarded as a return to the period when the Habsburgs held possession of the Austrian Dukedom as
a family inheritance and their Vienna Government
had not yet extended its sphere of authority to the
Italian territories, to the Dalmatia which was taken
from Venice, to the Czech kingdom, to Galicia
(later taken from Poland), to Bukovina (later ac
quired from Turkey) or to Bosnia and Herzegovina.
These territories had merely recovered the right
of self-determination.
That the right of self-determination was
originally interpreted by the Czech, Serbian and
Rumanian Governments too to mean the granting
of autonomy to the several peoples of the M on
archy, we know from their own statements.
It is true that during the early phase of the
Great War — while the forces of Czarist Russia
were still unimpaired — they endeavoured with
the assistance of Russia to obtain possession of the
Danube Basin; but after the defeat of the Russian
power and the adherence of democratic America
to the Allies they changed their tactics. This is
how the scheme of armed occupation was convert
ed into a demand for the territories in question to
be severed from the Monarchy on the basis of the
right of self-determination and annexed to the
Balkan Serbian and Rumanian States respectively;
and in the same way the idea of "absorption" was
converted into the specious catchword of "territor
ial autonomy".
In his Memoirs the British publicist Mr.
Wickham Steed tells us that it was in the London
flat occupied by him and Dr. Seton Watson that
the treaty was drafted which is known to history
as the Corfu Pact owing to its having been signed
in Corfu on July 17th., 1917. The treaty was signed
on behalf of the Croatians by Ante Trumbic, an
Austrian citizen then in exile, and on behalf of
Serbia by Premier Pashitch. Without entering into
an examination of the credentials of Trumbic and
Pashitch and of their right to represent the Croat
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ian nation or of the Croatian and Serbian in
habitants respectively, who were then living, not
in Austrian, but in Hungarian territory, we would
in this connection confine ourselves to establishing
the fact that the Corfu Pact of 1917 guaranteed
the inhabitants to be transferred from the Dual
Monarchy to the Balkan State of Serbia with full
autonomy. This is how Steed himself interpreted
the treaty when in 1927 — after the establishment
of the Serb Dictatorship — he wrote an Open
Letter to King Alexander of Serbia warning and
reminding him that the Yugoslav State had been
formed on the basis of the equality of the three
Southern Slav (the Serbian, the Croatian and the
Slovene) nations and that the unity of the Yugoslav
State could consequently be ensured only if the
Croatian and Slovene peoples of Yugoslavia were
allowed to enjoy full autonomy. The Serbian
Government, however, regarded that "autonomy"
merely as a means to enable it to form a Greater
Serbia.
W e find a recurrence of the same catchword
— "autonomy" — also in the conventions con
cluded in America in 1918 between G. Thomas
Masaryk and the Slovaks and Ruthenians of Hun
gary. Without broaching the question as to whether
an Austrian citizen then in exile was entitled to
conclude international agreements respecting the
surrender of certain Hungarian territories with
Slovaks who had become American citizens and
no authorisation from the Slovaks of Hungary to
act on their name, we would merely establish the
fact that Masaryk himself when speaking of the
1918 Pittsburg Czecho-Slovak Convention of which
he had been a signatory stated that it was invalid.
However, seeing that in the treaties concluded
between Masaryk on the one hand and the Slovaks
of America (Pittsburg Convention) and the Ruthen
ians of America (Philadelphia Convention) re
spectively the former President of the Czecho
slovak Republic definitely promised autonomy to
the territories to be severed from Hungary which
were and are inhabited by Slovaks and Ruthenians
respectively, we may presume that he did so
because President Wilson — to whom he happened
to be related by marriage — had stipulated "selfgovernment" should be one of the conditions of
the treaty of peace to be concluded after the War.
For America threw her whole weight into the
scales to ensure the peoples of Austria-Hungary
receiving autonomy; and it may be presumed that
the said conventions were shown to President
W ilson too for the purpose of convincing him that
the documents submitted to him were agreements
concluded between politically organised nations
legally represented as prescribed by international
law which the Powers might safely accept as such.
Seeing that the essential point in all these
documents which had been given the form of
international treaties was the promise relating to
autonomy, it is hardly probable that Wilson was
persuaded to endorse the conventions submitted to
him except by the promises and obligations re
lating to such autonomy. This is at least what is
suggested by the fact that the Slovaks and Ruthen
ians subjected to Czech rule later on too demanded
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autonomy — or rather the "autonomy promised to
them".
The same was the case with the Rumanians
too. For, although the secret treaty concluded in
August, 1916, undertook to surrender to Rumania
the eastern third of Hungary, at their mass as
sembly in Gyulafehervar on December 1st,, 1918,
the Rumanians of Hungary themselves demanded
autonomy and stipulated that they should have a
self-government of their own within the new
Rumania. And at the time the Rumanian Govern
ment did not protest against the idea of granting
that autonomy.
There can be no doubt whatever that the
Czech, Serbian and Rumanian Governments them
selves adopted the idea of autonomy in order to
secure the territories claimed by them. Only the
Slovaks, Ruthenians, Serbians and Rumanians of
Hungary never guessed that nothing would ever
come of the autonomy promised, seeing that the
Czech, Serbian and Rumanian Governments had
accepted the idea of autonomy stipulated as a
sine qua non by President Wilson merely for the
purpose of weakening the position of AustriaHungary, and not for that of fulfilling the demands
of their racial kinsmen in Hungary, W e may per
haps understand their procedure when we con
sider that in the consciousness that they would
require a strong armed force to retain the new
possessions acquired by force they believed it
would be better not to weaken their States by
dividing them up into self-governing sections.
After what has been said above we may expect
to be asked why, if by his Manifesto dated October
16th., 1918, the Emperor of Austria and King of
Hungary consented to the granting to the peoples
of Austria-Hungary of full autonomy, it was not
possible — nem. con. — to solve the Danube ques
tion on this basis — a basis accepted and
acknowledged as suitable alike by the Allied and
Associated Powers, by Austria-Hungary and by
the Czech, Serbian and Rumanian Governments?
Some writers believe the answer to this question
to be that if Charles of Habsburg had remained
Emperor of Austria and King of Hungary, the
people of the Czech Kingdom in possession of selfgovernment would not have become subject to the
rule of Masaryk and his friends, while the Southern
Slav (Slovene, Croatian and Serbian) and the
Rumanian inhabitants respectively of the Monarchy
would not have been subjected to the dominion of
the Balkan Serbian or the Balkan Rumanian
Government respectively. This is why, according
to some authorities, it was necessary for the Czech
exiles who during the Great W ar enjoyed the
protection of the Entente States and the re
presentatives of both the Serbian Government of
Belgrade and of the Rumanian Government of
Bucharest to promise their own racial kinsmen the
same autonomy as had been offered them by the
sovereign of Austria and Hungary. However,
Charles of Habsburg having left his post during
the struggle against the Monarchy, the Czech,
Serbian and Rumanian Governments which divided
the territories of the Empire acted as absolute

s

I) A ,V V n / A X R E V I E W

possessors and in consequence did not carry into
effect the autonomy which they had feared that
Charles of Habsburg would realise; and they have
never since undertaken to grant it. So many think
ers have asked themselves whether it would not
have been better for the Danubian peoples if the
question had been solved by their obtaining the
autonomy promised them by Charles of Habsburg,
which would have been properly and adequately
guaranteed by the Allied and Associated Powers.
It is true that, if she had been given autonomy
in 1818, Bohemia would never have become a re
public, so that Thomas Masaryk would never have
been able to occupy his post as President. But in
the Memorandum handed by him to the British
Foreign Office in 1915 in which he proposed a
Russian Grand Duke as King of Bohemia, he him
self stated that there were no republicans in that
country. So the republicans did not originate in
Bohemia herself, where any such movement would
have been branded as high treason, but in a place
where the aid of America was invoked by persons
who wished to exploit that aid to obtain the power
in defiance of Charles of Habsburg. Today it is
customary to add that, although the organisation
of the self-government of Bohemia would have
involved the establishment of an independent Czech
Kingdom and would have prevented the Czech
exiles from obtaining the power, the Czech nation
would in all probability not have been compelled
to face the problem of liberation from the German
danger now threatening it. Nor would there have
been any problem respecting Austria's independ
ence; for, while the historical frontiers of Bohemia
were ensured, the guaranteeing of Austria’s in
dependence was a dynastic interest of the first
importance which was in the mind of the EmperorKing when towards the end of the War he entered
into negotiations for that purpose with the Western
Powers. It is true that once in the possession of
that autonomy which she had always demanded
previously too, Bohemia would not have been able
to annex the northern territories of Hungary; but
the reason why the annexation was necessary, was
not to liberate the Slovaks and Ruthenians of Hun
gary, — who have been denied even the autonomy
promised them — , but to secure the support of the
power of Russia for the purpose of retaining the
various territories acquired without the consent of
the inhabitants concerned. When still Czechoslovak
Foreign Minister M. Edward Benes more than once
declared openly that he was opposed in principle
to the idea of political autonomy and that he was
not in a position to restore the territories wrested
from Hungary, because the new Czech State based
its policy on the support of Russian military forces
to be brought into the country through the terri
tories severed from Hungary. Today it is the
general conviction that a guarantee of possession
of this character, apart from being pregnant with
danger of war calculated to plunge other nations
— and indeed Europe generally — into ruin, is of
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very problematic value, seeing that it would barely
be able to secure even the Czech nation that peace
and tranquillity which is the only sure pledge of
a safe future.
The insistence on this demand does not in the
least justify our concluding that they never
possessed autonomy of any kind. For if we take
the trouble to investigate the self-government en
joyed by the Greek Oriental (Serbian and Ruman
ian) Churches in Hungary, we shall be surprised
to find that that autonomy in more points than
one embraced rights exceeding those ensured the
national minorities by the Minority Treaties and
the Treaties of Peace.
Recently there has again been a lot of talk
about privileges: but there are not many who re
flect that under the older State laws it was these
privileges that ensured the prosperity and indeed
the very subsistence of certain classes of the
community. We need not think here only of the
landed classes, upon which as “ privileged" classes
war was declared in the name of democracy; we
need only think of the cases — e. g. that of the
Saxons of Transylvania — in which similar
privileges which ensured rights involving gua
rantees far in excess of those contained in the
minority treaties that enabled them to preserve
their racial character and their culture: indeed,
those privileges enabled them even to play an im
portant role in the political life of the Hungarian
State.
Of late many praises have been lavished on
the power represented by the centralised State
will; but there are very few to reflect on the waste
of the forces sacrificed by excessive centralism,
the loss of which by the nation reduces the power
of that nation.
For centuries the Hungarian county was a
stronghold of autonomy. However, the Hungarian
centralists in the forties of last century attack
ed the paralysing influence of that institution on
national unity so vigorously that the legislatures
of 1848 and 1867 resolved that in order to ensure
the greater efficacy of the united forces of the
nation the 63 privileged areas (counties) should
be subordinated to a central (State) will. I wonder
whether it ever occurred to any one at the time
that when the leaders of Hungarian political life
secured the triumph of the centralistic system, they
were beginning to disarm forces which had made
the "nationalities'' of older Hungary who enjoyed
the guarantees provided by the privileges loyal
servants of the Hungarian State? For the future
of the Hungarian State could not be secured except
by the harmony of the interests of the whole and
the parts respectively: as indeed that harmony had
secured the position of that State for centuries
previously.

There can be hardly any doubt that if the War
had ended in the peoples of the Austrian Empire
receiving an opportunity of free political develop
ment, there would have been a change also in the
inner structure of the Hungarian State.
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First of all it was to be expected — and in
1915 the Hungarian Government already reckoned
on that issue — that the Croatian nation would
come into possession of all territories inhabited by
Croatians and that a united Croatian nation and
State would arise in its full integrity, which, though
remaining part of the dominions of the Crown of
St. Stephen, would be impelled in the very interests
of the union between Hungary and Croatia to find
by agreement a new form for that union. It was
to be expected that as a consequence of the in
creased services rendered by and the unchanged
importance of the Croatian nation it would be
impossible to avoid revising the 1868 Compromise
between Hungary and Croatia, and that it would
be necessary to recognise the new, stronger Croat
ian nation the friendship of which was bound to
be of increased value and attraction for Hungary.
And indeed the Hungarian Government did not
shrink from the idea, stipulating only in return
for the restoration of the integrity of the Croatian
nation and the increased assertion of its privileged
position, that the route leading to the sea should
be kept open for the use of Hungary. That was not
demanding more than was actually guaranteed
Hungary on the part of Serbia under the Treaty
of Trianon. In return the Croation nation would
have been able to freely exercise its right of selfdetermination and would thereby have instituted a
form of union with the Hungarian State practically
identical with that known in public law as "per
sonal union” . The Hungarian Government would
have remained chief protector of the Serbian and
Hungarian minorities in Croatia, which it had pre
viously accorded direct protection.
Count Albert Apponyi, President of the Hun
garian Peace Delegation, demanded a plebiscite
and expressed the wish that every one should
decide for himself to which State he desired to
belong. For the "nationalities" of Hungary never
— even at their secret assemblies or in their
secret resolutions — demanded that they should
be severed from Hungary or that they should be
allotted to Balkan Serbia or Rumania. There is
documentary evidence galore to show that in each
several case the demands of the kind originated
from Belgrade or Bucharest respectively. However,
daring as was the proposal submitted by Count
Albert Apponyi — daring as he v/as in allowing

li E V IE W

9

the "nationalities" to choose for themselves to
which State they desired to belong — , the rigid
attitude of rejection consistently adopted in respect
of that proposal itself proves that the Serbian and
Rumanian Governments never dreamed of demand
ing that the inhabitants of the regions of Hungary
which they claimed should be given an opportunity
to express their wishes. And there is nothing
strange about governments afraid to do that re
fusing to grant autonomy even to the Serbian and
Rumanian inhabitants of the territories wrested
from Hungary by force of arms.
Yet Count Apponyi's proposal allows of our
presuming that in the event of a favourable issue
to the Great War the Hungarian Government would
not have refused to undertake a revision of the
Nationality A ct of 1868. It is a moot point whether
that Government would not have returned to the
older Constitution of Hungary, eliminating all the
excesses which the period of centralism had com 
mitted against both public liberty and the Hungar
ian State.
Had that happened, the example set by the
Austrian Empire would have been followed im
mediately by the Hungarian State, which would
also have established a whole series of autonomous
regions in which the liberties — both individual
and corporative — granted to the ancient privileg
ed counties, churches and national bodies would
have paved the way towards a more favourable
solution. There would have been no trace of the
incalculable danger of which these nationalities —
and the future of Europe too — have been made
victims, — a danger which has brought us face to
face with fresh troubles and cares and unsolved
questions. For the basis originally demanded —
in the period prior to the armed occupation and
annexation of our country — by Czech, Serbian
and Rumanian politicians, has been abandoned. In
a speech delivered at Reichenberg on August 18th.,
1936, M. Benes, President of the Czecho-Slovak
Republic, declared frankly and decidedly that he
was not in favour of that autonomy or federalism
which the Great Powers had made the corner
stone of the peace of Danubian Europe.
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HUNGARY AND THE BRITISH CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS
In its December 13th issue, the "Budapesti Hirlap", the semi-official organ of the Hungarian Govern
ment, published a leading article with the title "Bri
tannia Aeterna", in which it offered the following
comments on the British constitutional crisis:
"What has just happened in Great Britain has
served to encourage our world of dissensions and of
party hatreds to believe after all that humanity's hope
in the establishment and stabilisation of a better and
more righteous order than that prevailing at present,
will not prove a mere wandering fire.
"This is something of which there is no talk in
Great Britain; a motive not to be found anywhere
either in Mr. Baldwin's speech in the House of
Commons or in the earnest and touching leaders of
the big London dailies: but it is perhaps not beside
the mark for us who are not directly concerned in

this matter to tell the world that the admirable be
haviour shown during the days of crisis of the British
Empire by the British Parliament, the mother of all
legislatures, was an object lesson for all time to all
those who are anxious to build the future of humanity
on the unshakable pillars of right and equity or of
what in political parlance is called constitutionalism,
"And now that the curtain has fallen and that a
new series of workdays has begun, we offer our
homage and appreciation to those who, rising above
human weakness, with dispassionate coolness and un
failing instinct served the interests of their country
and of the greatest of all Empires: and at the same
time let us all send out our human sympathy to the
noble and fragile figure of the king who has ab
dicated, who — as Premier Baldwin said — behaved
like the perfect gentleman he is when taking his final
and unalterable decision."

THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS UNION FOR TERRITORIAL
READJUSTMENT
The League of Nations Union, in its manifesto of
December 15, calls upon public opinion in Britain
and in other countries, to collaborate for strengthening
the League and the principles represented by this
institution.

A part of the manifesto runs as follows:
’’The League of Nations Union is aware that no
system for enforcing peace can succeed so long as the
peace is felt in any quarter to be unjust and no
machinary set up to remedy that injustice.
It believes that the recent speeches of Mr. Eden
show that the Government is aware of the need for
strengthening the League and using it as an instrument
for remedying grievances. It is most urgent that all
British Ministers should show that they have the same
purpose in mind. Consequently the League of Nations
Union calls upon the Government to take steps to put
an end to the present obscurity which enshrouds
foreign policy, and thereby hinders the reconstruction
of the League. It believes that this obscurity is largely
responsible for the drift towards war. It therefore
calls upon the Government: —
1. To state explicitly that this country will carry
out unreservedly its obligations under the Covenant
for the prevention of war and collective resistance to
any aggression.

2. To declare publicly that there is no subject
concerned with international relationship, and no
grievance, which any nation may wish to have dis

cussed or explored that Britain desires to withhold
from the conference table.
3. To cause an invitation to be sent to every
nation, either through the League or in some other
manner, requesting their co-operation in setting up
factfinding commissions, or other suitable machinery,
to receive statements as to all grievances or proposals
relating to such problems as access to raw materials,
the opening of markets for trade, colonial questions,
movements of population, and territorial readjustment.
4. To welcome any co-operation the United States
Government may feel able to offer in the work of
these commissions.
The League of Nations Union believes that such
an offer and such an initiative — precise and explicit
in its terms — would enable a new peace settlement

to be reached in which there will be no inequality of
status between the nations, and which will create a
renewal of confidence between countries now having
conflicting ambitions. It believes that this procedure,
by removing the obscurity which surrounds the foreign
policy of all countries, would lead either to the
strengthening of the League of Nations, with a great
increase in its membership, or to a clear knowledge
as to which nation or nations are unwilling to co 
operate in establishing a regime of law, justice and
fair dealing.
The manifesto is signed by Professor Gilbert
Murray, chairman of the Executive Committee, and
Dr, Maxwall Garnett, secretary.

QUESTION OF HUNGARIAN REVISION BEFORE
PAN-AMERICAN CONFERENCE
The "Tribuna" of 10th December reports that the
Hungarians living in Argentina have submitted a
memorandum to the Secretariate of the Pan-American
Conference setting forth that a great injustice awaited

redress in Europe, — the injustice done to the Hun
garian nation by Trianon. The "Tribuna's" cor
respondent adds that this memorandum to America
may be a little distressing to Europeans, may even
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make them feel a little ashamed; but anyhow it was
good to remind the Americans of these things, for
they were apt to forget so easily the events of the

11

REVIEW

past, and when speaking of peace were liable to soar
into the stratosphere and lose sight of what was
taking place on earth,
— y __

ML

TATARESCU'S UNTENABLE ARGUMENTS AT THE
BUCHAREST ANTI-REVISION DEMONSTRATIONS

The idea of revision is gaining ground daily, and
— as Mussolini's Milan speech and Mr. Eden's recent
statements show — the Governments of some of the
victorious Powers have also adopted it. In these
circumstances it is not surprising that the States of
the Little Entente, fearing the loss of their unnaturally
large war-booty and seeing the time approaching when
the idea of revision is bound to take shape, are doing
their level best at the eleventh hour to prevent its
materialization.
This is the background against which, on the
occasion of the national celebrations in the Rumanian
Parliament on 1st December, the anti-revisionist de
monstrations, in which delegations from the Parlia
ments of the two other Little Entente States and a
French military delagation took part, were staged.
A striking fact deserving special mention that, in
contrast to the original programme, no Transylvanian
spoke at the meeting, and that M. Maniu, Chairman
of the National Peasants’ Party, was conspicuous by
his absence. On the basis of a telegram from Bucha
rest (Sud-Est) the "Journal des Nations“ reports that
there were two reasons for M. Maniu's absence. The
one was that in his opinions it was not fitting that
the Tatarescu Government, which, lending its support
to the Germanophile ultra-nationalists, had marked
out the path of Rumania's new foreign political
orientation, should preside at celebrations of that sort.
The other was that he did not consider that the
Tatarescu Government, which owed its continued
power to the state of siege at present obtaining and

to the censorship of the press, represented public
opinion.
In his speech M. Tatarescu, Rumanian Prime Min
ister, made the following statement concerning the
situation of Rumania's national minorities: — “ If in
our midst we see traces of conquest by force in the
little enclaves inhabited by people of another language
and race, we shall preserve those enclaves, not, how
ever, as they were preserved in the past, by violence
and oppression, but in a spirit of tolerance, indulgence
and justice. These relics of historical injustice must
never be allowed to provide an excuse for restoring
past conditions by force."
This statement of the Premier's, which describes
the minorities in Rumania as living in “ little
enclaves", is contrary to fact and to official Rumanian
statistics; for what we do know of the figures of the
1930 census shows that 5 (27%) of the 18 million in
habitants of Rumania belong to national minorities,
and live, not in scattered enclaves, but in large com
pact areas geographically connected with Hungary.
These blocks are not relics of conquest by force or
of historical injustice, but ancient settlements that
existed before the Rumanians began to filter into their
present country. This fact was established in our last
number in an article by Dr, Lajos Tamas, an eminent
authority on matters Rumanian, and is proved by
many other famous historians.
Another fact is that the Rumanian Government,
instead of being tolerant, indulgent and fair to the
minorities, is extremely intolerant and unjust in its
dealings with th e m .__________ _
— y —

AGAINST W HOM DID GENERAL MITTELHAUSER
PROMISE TO DEFEND RUMANIA ?
The Union-Celebrations arranged at Bucharest on
December 1st were attended also by a military de
legation from France headed by General Mittelhauser.
In a speech at the banquet given in honour of the
French delegation General Mittelhauser declared, ac
cording to a report of the “ Curentul", “ in the name
of the French Staff", that France would — if neces
sary — rush her whole Army to the help of Rumania
to defend her new frontiers against any invader. —
So far as we are concerned, we simply ask: against
whom did General Mittelhauser propose to defend
Rumania? If, by any chance, this declaration was
meant to be a hint to Hungary, it was absolutely un

necessary and ineffective, as Hungary — with her
boundaries open on all sides — would not and could
not possibly think of attacking either Rumania or
any other neighbour State. As for the Hungarian re
vision movement, we have always pointed out that it
aims at the realization of revision by peaceful means.
There is only one country likely to seriously threaten
Rumania in the future, — viz. Soviet Russia. If,
however, General Mittelhauser is ready to defend
Rumania against an attack from this side, too, we
should like to know whether, in his opinion, this in
tention is compatible with the Franco-Soviet alliance?

— y —

UNQUALIFIABLE ATTACK BY A RUMANIAN NEWSPAPER
ON MUSSOLINI AND THE HUNGARIAN NATION
Without any comments we publish the following
passages from an article in the "Turda", a Rumanian
weekly. The article was released by the censor and
bears the censor's stamp. It is a fitting continuation

of the article in the "Glas Romanesc", theratening the
Hungarians with a St. Bartholomew's night, of which
mention was made in our last issue,
“ While the Hungarian revisionist jackals content-
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ed themselves with howling at the moon, the Ruman
ians were content to spit in contempt. But to-day this
concert of mangy curs has been joined by one whom,
until now, we had considered as our brother.
"While the jackals howl, Mussolini increases their
appetite by playing the barrel-organ. Mussolini has be
come a revisionist; but only an oppurtunist revisionist.
Otherwise he would have started his revision at home.
Budapest will strike on the face of Mussolini that
match which is to set Europe on fire and Mussolini
may then kiss with his full force the prominent
posterior which Hungary will then turn towards him.
“ The howling jackals of the plains who turn their
muzzles towards us may know that we shall nevermore
be their serfs, that we shall nevermore populate their
prisons. The worms may draw marrow from their
bones and the spirits may make soap from the rotten
fat of these fools of the plains.
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"God help the Hungarians on that day when the
Rumanians consent to revision; because they will kick
up the frontiers with the points of their boots and
will wipe from the face of the earth that dirt which
a fly blew unto the map of Europe and which vitiates
the air.
“Whe shall sit down in the Royal Palace of
Budapest and stay there.
"The mangy curs of the plain may know the
Rumanians are not intimidated by Mussolini's barrelorgan or by anything else. The Hungarians will get
their land, not for the purpose of ruling over it but
to be buried in it.
“Let the Hungarian packs of the plains know that
the Transylvanian Rumanians will delay the crossing
of the Tisza by one night, by a St. Bartholomew night,
in which they will extirpate every single Hungarian."

OTHER OUTBURST OF VITUPERATION
AND DEMONSTRATIONS
In the second fortnight of November and on 1st
December a whole series of anti-revision demonstrations
were held in Rumania, This was by way of affording
an outlet for the pent up excitement caused by
Mussolini's Milan speech, the visit of the Hungarian
Regent, Admiral Horthy, to Rome and Italy's official
standpoint.
At these demonstrations, besides a series of
historical falsehoods, outbursts of vituperation and
threats were the sole arguments against the justice of
Hungary's demands. To show how paltry the weapons
employed were, we cite a few arguments from the
speeches made by certain Rumanian politicians.
M. Michael Popovici,, former Minister, suggested
to Rumanian public opinion that the frontier zone
should be cleared of all non-Rumanians within a radius
of 50 kilometres. This plan reminds us of the TurcoGreek exchange of minorities treaty. We must protest
with indignation against M. Popovici's statement in
Arad that the Hungarian nation was "a horde of
savages from Asia".
At Arad too M. Julius Maniu, leader of the
National Peasants' Party, who had been urging Ru
mania to mobilize and occupy all the territory up to
the river Tisza, now insisted that the Rumanian front
iers should be strengthened and fortresses built, and
said that Rumania should not wait with folded hands
for the Hungarians to attack. He made this statement
in spite of the fact that Hungary does not wish to
effect any revision by force of arms, only by peaceful
means.

At the meeting held in Brasso, the SecretaryGeneral of the Anti-Revision League, M. Lungulescu,

declared that Italy had again been guilty of the sin
of betraying the Latin races as she had, when they
proclaimed the autonomy of Pindus, betrayed and
abandoned, the Aromuns in Epirus, who were then
treated with "fanatical savageness" by the Greeks.
At the Bucharest meeting of the Anti-Revision
League General Dragu sent the following message to
Rome: — "You are my brother, but if you attempt to
take away one furrow of my land, I shall smash your
head with a hoe."
In addition to these statements there is also the
unprecedented virulence of the attacks on the Hun
garians by the nationalist Rumanian press. Two cases
deserve special mention. The "Tara Noastra", the
official organ of Goga's National Christian Party, ad
vised Rumania to repudiate the Minority Treaty. "The
Hungarians in Rumania will have no land, if the Hun
garian Government continues to strain matters further",
it says and goes on to suggest a whole series of re
prisals ("Keleti Ujsag", November 2). Thus the Ru
manians desire to deprive the Hungarians of the
minimum guaranteed in the Minority Treaty of 9th
December 1919, which is anyhow flouted daily by the
Rumanian Government.
An even greater cause of anxiety is the unheard-of
threat of a mass slaughter of the Hungarians, a "St.
Bartholomew's night". (See the article of “ Turda"
p. 11). Can we wonder that the Hungarians are highly
indignant when the censor allows statements of this
sort to appear in the press? We also condemn with
the greatest indignation a barbarous threat of this
nature,
— y —

DISINTEGRATION OF THE LITTLE ENTENTE
During the Debate on the Address to the Throne
in the Rumanian Parliament two speeches of weighty
moment were heard on the extreme right wing. One
of them, criticizing it with the greatest severity, tore
the last veils of disguise from the Little Entente. The
other suggested the formation of a new Little Entente
in which Czecho-Slovakia's place would be taken by
Hungary. Undoubtedly both are signs of Little Entente
disintergration.
M. Octavian Goga, speaking in the Lower
Chamber, said that inasmuch as the real vocation of

the Little Entente was to ensure the territorial intergity of the States forming it, it served Rumania's
interests, but only politically. Economically no mutual
or common interests were to be discovered, in fact
Rumania's trade balance with Czecho-Slovakia was
so extremely adverse that with a like sacrifice of
16.500.000.000 lei Rumania might have won the much
more effective support of one of the Great Powers.
M. Goga pointed out that Rumania's relation with
France were exactly similar, for France was exploit
ing Rumania economically and financially, and since

Picture on le ft: The Sz^chenyi Memorial on the Lower Danube in an undamaged
condition. It is well-known that the first plan of improving the Lower Danube — if we do
not count the attempts o f the Romans — Is connected with the name of the great Hun
garian statesman, Count Stephen Sz^chenyi, who em ployed an excellent Hungarian engineer,
Paul V£s&rhelyi, to make a plan. The inadequacy of technical equipment at that time neces
sitated leaving the regulation of the waterfalls to a later date. To clear the way for
commercial intercourse, a road was blasted in the high wall of the rock on the left (Hun
garian) bank of the stream, which made communication towards the South-East possible.
This road, unique of its kind, was called the “ Sz^chenyi-tit” (Sz6chenyl-Road). Grateful
posterity erected the Sz^chenyl memorial tablet seen here to the honour of the man whose
work is one of the finest examples of Hungarian cultural achievements on the Danube.

Picture on righ t: The Treaty of Trianon has taken the Lower
Danube away from Hungary. The "Szdchenyi-Road” is now the
property of Rumania, which country is unwilling to respect
the memorials of Hungarian cultural achievements and knocked
down all Hungarian statues many years ago. This picture shows
men erasing the writing on the Sz^chenyi memorial. This was
done last summer at the orders of Col. Radulescu, military
commander of Orsova.
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This picture shows the title page of the Rumanian “ Realitatea llustrata'' (Illustrated Realities) of November 25, 1936, bearing the slogan of Rumanian
anti-revisionist m eetings: "Not a furrow for spoil” . The editor wishes to convince the reader that a great Rumanian crowd was demonstrating against fron
tier revision. But a short examination of this "Roumanian crowd” reveals that every Individual is very British in character and — what is the most striking —
that there are three English policemen at the bottom o f the picture, it would be interesting to know how they came to be present at an anti-revisionist
meeting in Roumania 9

Queen Mary, dressed entirely in biack,
on the balcony of the Home Office with
the Duchess of York and the Duchess
of Gloucester.

King plating his wreath at the base of the C notaph. H<
tame with his brothers, the Duke oi York and the Cuke of K.nl

The

I he Silence outside the

Mansion House. A section of the huge oareheaded crowd remembering the great sacrifice. The big open space near the lank
and Royal Ixchjmgi wai packed. It wte the homage ol the City*

This picture from the “ Daily Mail" (November 12, 1936, page 7) solves the problem of how British policemen came to appear on the title-page of the
Rumanian “Realitatea llustrata” as participators in an anti-revisionist meeting. The policemen and the faces around them are the same on both pictures.
We leave it to our readers to draw their own conclusions as to the standard of this Rumanian paper and the methods of Rumanian propaganda in general.

Minority education in Czecho-Slovakia in pictures.
Hungarian school at Badalo
(Badolov). It was once a granary.
Distribution of nationalities:
1. Hungarians............ 991

2. Czecho slovakians ...

11

3. Jews .......
4. Others ........... .

10
34

... „.

Czech school at Vol6c.
Distribution of nationalities:
1. Ruthenians............... ^ 1482
2. Jews ...................... . ... 302
3. Czecho-Slovakians
115
4. Hungarians ................. 100
5. Others.. ... ... ........
2

Ruthenian school at Strojno
Distribution of nationalities:

1. Ruthenians .... ... .. „ 897
2.
3.
4.
5.

Jews ....................
101
Hungarians .....................
3
Czecho-Slovakians _
0
Others ..........................
6

The above pictures of several school-buildings in Ruthenia and official statistics showing the nationality com ponents of the villages in question clearly
illustrate the niggardly treatment meted out by the Czecho-Slovakian State to minority education. In villages where there is a mere handful of civil servants
of Czech nationality, modern schools are being raised, while in places where the overwhelming majority of the inhabitants are Hungarians or Ruthenians
the Hungarian and Ruthenian children are crowded into insanitary granaries and shaky mud-brick hovels.
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M. Blum had been at the head of affairs there could
be no question of Rumania entertaining even political
sympathies towards France.
The speech of M. Michael Manoilescu, Chairman
of the Rumanian Fascio, was delivered in the Senate.
He suggested the formation of a new Little Entente
v/ithout Czecho-Slovakia, whose place would be taken
by Hungary. It was only recently that M. Manoilescu
returned from Germany, where he had been on a
lecturing tour that afforded him opportunities of
making contacts with leading German circles. His
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suggestion of a new Little Entente is of German
origin.
M. Iamandi, Minister, in his reply, refused to
consider the idea, pointing out that according to M.
Manoilescu's plan the new Little Entente would effect
revision in a way that would not affect Rumania and
Yugoslavia, but would affect Czecho-Slovakia, M.
Iamandi protested against Rumanian politics making
propaganda for a new Little Entente that excluded
Czecho-Slovakia,
—

y —

BASS ARABIAN QUESTION STILL UNSETTLED
M. Ostrovski, Soviet Minister in Bucharest, wrote
an article for the "Zorile” on the occasion of the
celebrations on 1st December. In his opinion the
celebrations served the policy of peace and the in
tegrity of the frontiers.
But it would seem that the “ Curentul" was not
impressed by the flattery of the Soviet Minister.
Replying to his article, that newspaper asked the
Soviet to recognize Bessarabia's incorporation in
Rumania. The matter was also discussed in Parliament.
M. Pamfil Seicaru, M. P. editor of the “ Curentul",
submitted proofs to Parliament that Soviet circles still
considered it an unsettled question to which country
Bessarabia belonged. A magazine published in Russia
called "Krasna La Basarabia" contained the same map
as was published in the geography issued by the Re
public of Soviets (“Nouvelle Geographie de l'U. R.

R. S.), which book was written by M. Nicolas Mihai
lov, lecturer at the “ Stalin Technical Institute". On
that map Bessarabia appeared as a debated territory.
The “ Journal de Moscou" also supported that stand
point, According to M. Seicaru, that attitude was
particularly noteworthy because everything in Russia
was controlled by the State.
“ It is therefore very necessary" — said M. Sei
caru with emphasis —
"to settle the question of the
eastern frontier. If we
all agree that frontiers must
not be violated, we must remember that there are
frontiers to the West,
the East and the South. We
must also remember how concerned Russia was about
Transylvania when we were neutral and how much
she spoke about our surrendering Bessarabia. We
cannot accept these tactics today."
—

y —

“ THE TIM E S" ON RUMANIAN CORRUPTION
The Balkan correspondent of the Times reporting
on Rumania's foreign and home policy, gives the
following edifying picture of corruption prevailing
there:
''The lean times cause a general outcry against
corruption in the public services, a thing not neces
sarily more prevalent in Rumania than elsewhere, but
perhaps more openly discussed. Whether corrupt
practices lead to general impoverishment is debatable.
The average Rumanian is probably better off than the
average man in other Balkan lands, and the country
is so rich that in good times there is enough for all
— even the greedy. Some theorists have maintained
that corrupt practices may expedite public works
which an incorruptible but inert bureaucracy would
long postpone. But in bad times the feeling that cor
ruption prevails embitters the public at large.

Official corruption.
In peasant countries the peasant's ambition is to
educate his son, and the son's ambition is not to be
a peasant. The emoluments of public service are small
— from L 50 to L 700 at the extremes — but chances
of enrichment are many. This may be partly a heritage
of Turkish misrule. Angry critics in the outer wilder
ness often admit that, given the chance, they would do
likewise. Nevertheless, public opinion seems to be
forming against such practices, and although a police
order once successfully obliged motorists to fit their
cars with obsolete bulb horns of which a certain
merchant had a large stock, a subsequent attempt to
make them fit a type of direction indicator also ob
tainable only from one firm led to an outcry and the
retirement of a high official. True, he eventually ob
tained another important post," (4th December 1936.)
— y —

IRON GUARD DEMANDS TITULESCU’S DEATH
A few days after Mussolini's Milan speech, Zelea
Codreanu, leader of the extreme right faction, the
“ Totul pentru Tara" (Everything for the Country), as
the “ Iron Guard" is now called, officially sent in
memorandums to the King, the Prime Minister and
the press. In these memorandums it was stated that
the men managing the affairs of the country were
responsible with their lives for their mistakes in
internal or foreign politics. Above all Titulescu, be
cause he had taken service under Moscow and the

Free Masons. The memorandums demand that he shall
be brought to book and made to pay with his life for
his misdeeds. They further state that in the event of
Rumania becoming involved in a war with Germany
or Italy the Iron Guards would rather commit suicide
en masse than fight against these two nationalist
States.
There was not a whisper in the press about the
Iron Guards' memorandum, except when the “ Curentul" published the speech of the patron of extreme
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movements, M. Vaida-Voivod, in which he commented
on their ultimatum as follows:
“Allow me, as a man who always wished the
Iron Guards well, who was, in fact, the father of the
movement, to say with deep regret that their re
solution, which threatens the leading men of the
country and encourages a whole generation to commit
suicide, betrays a trend of thought I least expected
from those who issued the memorandum. How can
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men who profess to be the leaders of the new genera
tion speak like that? How can anybody speak of mass
suicide whose one aim should be to fight to the death,
if need be, in the struggle for new and great things?
And I cannot pass in silence over the cowardice of
the leading statement who allow themselves to be
called to account in public in this way."

— y —

ANNIVERSARY OF NEUILLY
The close of November saw the seventeenth anni
versary of the signature of the Treaty of Neuilly. As
in former years, all the social organizations in Bul
garia wished by demonstrations to give expression to
the widespread feelings of sorrow under which the
people of Bulgaria must labour until the rest of the
Balkan nations are brought to realize that the peace
of the Balkans can have no sure foundation, unless
the injustices done to Bulgaria are righted by peace
ful means. The Bulgarian Government, anxious lest
the neighbouring countries should misunderstand the
demonstrations, stopped them by force. Many a zea
lous patriot suffered under this measure, which did
not contribute to the popularity of the Government.
And unfortunately, as usual, the exaggerated tactful
ness of the Government found no echo among Bul
garia's neighbours. Not one State of the Balkan Bloc
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has given any evidence of a willingness to adopt a
change of attitude towards Bulgaria; on the contrary,
by making a bugbear of revision they merely in
crease the antipathy felt for a vanquished neighbour.
The recent events in Rumania are the best proof of
this. In these circumstances we are justified in asking
whether the strifling of national feeling in Bulgaria
is not calculated to increase the danger of Bolshevism,
which grows the faster the more the little nations
bicker and the longer the time takes to come when
an effort will be made to secure real peace by elimi
nating the present injustices. Bulgaria is doing what
she can to create an atmosphere of peace in her
relations not only with her neighbours, but also with
every nation. This is one of the corner stones of
Bulgaria's foreign politics.

— y —

M I N O R I T I E S

CZECHOSLOVAKIA
STATE OF HUNGARIAN EDUCATION
During the Debate on the Budget in the Czecho
slovak Parliament, Count John Esterhazy, Chairman
of the Hungarian Party, amongst other things said:
"W e are utterly ruined in Slovakia and Ruthenia,"
The Hungarians could not be satisfied, for they did
not enjoy the minority rights guaranteed in the Peace
Treaties and the Constitution. There were no Hun
garian elementary schools in villages purely Hun
garian. At Macsola, a village of that kind, a Czech
school had been established for the sake of the fa
milies of a few Czech customs officers and gendarmes.
The Hungarian school at Ipolyker was closed in 1935,
The parish council of Machaza had asked for the in
troduction of teaching in Hungarian for 48 Hungarian
children; and 58 parents in Sirak, had filed a similar
petition; but in vain. In Aknaszlatina the children
were being taught in a two-roomed outhouse, because
the school itself was in such a condition that it would
be dangerous to use it, and the W oods and Forests
Office which supported it refused to erect a new
building. The few Czech pupils had one of the two
class-rooms all to themselves, while in the other 470
Hungarian children had their lessons, alternately with
the Ruthenian pupils. In the village of Palyi about 100
parents had asked in vain that Hungarian should be
taught in the school. There was no Hungarian school
in Nagyborsa, Csecse or Makranc. In 1936 a Roman
Catholic Hungarian school had been established in
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Gyertyanliget, but the school-inspector of Raho had
ordered the principal of the Ruthenian school to
report any parents who dared to send their children
to the Hungarian school. The people of Totmegyer
had long before begged for a Hungarian school for
the 123 Hungarian children of the place, but their
request had not been granted. In July, for the sixth
time, the Ministry of the Interior rejected the peti
tion requesting the restoration of secondary education
in Hungarian at Munkacs, and did so although M.
Derer and even President Benes had promised that it
would be granted. The town of Ungvar sent in two
petitions in 1936 for a Hungarian grammar school, but
without any result. The pretext was that there was
no money available, but the Ministry had contributed
two million crowns towards the erection of a Czech
grammar school,

— y —

PRAGUE PROPOSES TO CAJOLE
RUTHENIA AND THE RUTHENIANS
BY GRANTING M OCK AUTONOMY
As we have repeatedly informed our readers, the
Czecho-Slovak Republic has so far not fulfilled a
single letter of the obligations undertaken under
Chapter II. of the Saint Germain Minority Treaty
respecting the autonomy of Ruthenia,
Under the said Treaty Czecho-Slovakia is required
to endow Ruthenia with the most far-reaching
autonomy compatible with the unity of the State
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(Article 10); Ruthania is to have a diet exercising full
powers in matters of language, religion, and education
and in questions of local administration. The Governor
of the province is to be appointed by the President
of the Republic and shall be responsible to the Ruthenian Diet (Article 11); the local government officials
are to be elected as far as possible from among the
inhabitants of the province (Article 12). Ruthenia is
to be suitably represented in the Czecho-Slovak legis
lature, Her representatives shall not however have the
right to vote in the Czecho-Slovak Parliament in
legislative questions placed under the control of the
Ruthenian Diet (Article 13).
At the session of the Prague Parliament held on
November 30th. M. Andrew Korlath, Member of the
Hungarian Party, spoke against the Czech policy in
Ruthenia and against a Bill drafted by the Government
parties which proposes to grant that province — as
against the "most far-reaching” autonomy guaranteed
under the Minority Treaty — a mere mock autonomy
designed to throw dust in the eyes of the outside
world.
W e herewith give a short abstract of M. Korlath's
speech.
After briefly summarising the provisions of the
Minority Treaty, the passage in the Covering Letter
sent by Millerand to the Hungarian Peace Delegation
and the struggle so far carried on for the realisation
of Ruthenian self-government, M. Korlath protested \
most energetically against every action calculated to
divert the problem of Ruthenian autonomy from its,
proper course. The Bill did not contain a single re
ference to the promised autonomous Diet or ad
ministration; nor did it even mention the organs of
that administration or indeed even hint at the con
vening of any provincial legislature.
Until the autonomous Diet (szojm) is convened,
the Bill provides for the delegation of an advisory
body (to be called the "governing council") to be
attached to the Governor. The Governor is to be re
quired to consult the ‘ ‘governing council" in all
questions of principle in linguistic, educational or
administrative matters and in all other questions of a
personal, economic or political character. Under the
Minority Treaty, on the contrary, the Governor is to
be responsible only to the autonomous Diet, — which
has nevertheless not even been convened seventeen
years after the conclusion of the Minority Treaty.
The Bill likewise ignores that provision of the
Treaty which stipulates that the deputies representing
Ruthenia shall not take part in the discussion in the
Prague Parliament of questions affecting the autonomy.
The object of this provision was to prevent questions
of Ruthenian self-government being referred to the
Prague Parliament and to ensure that those questions
should be reserved for discussion by the Ruthenian
Diet. For the same reason it was provided that the
Governor of Ruthenia should not take part in the
deliberations of the Prague Cabinet Council, the
Treaty stipulating also that matters affecting Ruthenian
self-government shall not be referred to the decision
of the Prague Government either. The Prague centralistic Government, however, has failed to comply with
these international obligations.
According to the Bill the sphere of authority of
the Governor extends also to the representation of
Ruthenia in dealings with the Prague Government and
with the President of the Republic. He is also to pre
side at meetings of the Governing Council, to take
over the sphere of activity of the Provincial President
hitherto at the head of affairs and to act as supreme
administrative authority — "within the framework of
the legal statutes now in force" — deciding in all
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linguistic and religious questions in which the final
decision is not reserved to Government.
The result of this provision is that in matters in
which the final decision is reserved to Government,
the Governor has absolutely no right of initiative
at all.
Under § 1 of the Bill the Governor is to be ap
pointed by the President of the Republic on the no
mination, not of the autonomous Diet or pending the
convening of the same of the Deputies representing
the will of the inhabitants of the autonomous terri
tory in the Prague Parliament, but of the central
Government.
As for the oath to be taken by the Governor, § 2
of the Bill does not contain a single word about that
functionary having to take an oath before the Szojm
to observe the terms of the autonomy. This shows
clearly enough that Prague desires a Governor respon
sible, not to the representatives of the Ruthenian
people, but exclusively to the Prague Government.
This is shown also by the fact that the Governor is
to be a State employee (civil servant) and will as
such be dependent upon an allowance under the State
Budget, that meaning that he will be a puppet in the
hands of the Prague Cabinet. The only object of the
provision which asserts that the Governor will re
present the interests of Ruthenia, is solely to main
tain the illusions'of Geneva. For, seeing that he will
be entirely independent of the autonomous legislature
or rather, pending the convening of that body, of the
provincial assembly and will indeed depend solely
and exclusively on the Prague Government and the
President of the Republic, it is barely conceivable
that at discussions between the State and the
autonomous territory he should represent and defend
the interests of the latter.
Seeing that one half of the Members of the Gov
erning Council are to be appointed by the Prague
Government, — which will thus in advance ensure its
majority in that body — , the provision of the Bill
according to which the meetings of the Council are
to be presided over by the Governor, is of no im
portance whatsoever. And as for the provision which
stipulates that the Governor shall take over the
functions so far exercised by the Provincial Pre
sident, M. Korlath suggested that another provision
would be subsequently added to transfer the sphere
of authority of the Provincial President, not to the
Governor, but to a Provincial Vice-President of Czech
nationality.
The sphere of authority of the Governor in
linguistic and religious questions was also being
completely neutralised by the provision according to
which that sphere of authority was to be accorded to
him only "within the framework of the legal statutes
now in force". For during the past seventeen years
the Prague Government had created a whole series
of faits accomplis, particularly in linguistic questions.
The reservation contained in the stipulation that this
right was not due to the Governor except in cases in
which the final decision is reserved to the Prague
Government, rendered this provision absolutely illu
sory, seeing that the centralising laws and ordinances
issued during the past seventeen years have resulted
in the Government definitively expropriating all
linguistic and religious rights and privileges.
Even the right of approval of elementary,
secondary and high school books by the Governor
would be subject to the provision that it could only be
exercised when it did not belong to the sphere of
authority of other administrative organs. Nor could
the Governor exercise his right of appointing or pro
moting the lower categories of public officials except
after nomination by the head of the provincial de-
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partment, — a person delegated by Prague and de
pendent upon Prague.
The provision empowering the Governor to re
quire the State, local government and church autho
rities to give him information and, in the event of the
measures taken by those authorities being contrary to
the Constitution or to the laws or prejudicing the
interests of Ruthenia, to refer the matter to the
Prague Government, is of no particular value, seeing
that it also reserves the final decision for the Prague
Government.
Acordingly, the Governor may know everything,
but can do nothing. Even in the event of a conflict
arising between him and the heads of the office
functioning in the autonomous territory, the decision
rest, not with him, but with the central Government.
M. Korlath declared decidedly and solemnly
that the Hungarian Deputies and Senators would fight
most bitterly against any Bill tending to render il
lusory the rights ensured in the Minority Treaty to
the whole population of Ruthenia and therefore to
the Hungarians living there too. At the same time he
protested in advance this question being adjusted in
a manner — by Order in Council — involving a
breach alike of the international obligations of Czecho
slovakia and of Czech public law.

H U N G A R Y

IM P R O V E M E N T IN M IN O R ITY
EDUCATION IN H U NGARY
On the basis of information obtained from
authoritative quarters the December 13th, issue of the
‘‘Neues Sonntagsblatt'’ of Budapest published an
article dealing with the new measures showing the
determination of the Hungarian Government to bring
about a definitive solution of the problem of the
Germans in Hungary, According to the ’‘Sonntagsblatt”
these new measures denote a considerable advance,
the article in question — entitled “ A Message of Joy
to Our People” —- speaks of the same as a message
of gladness calculated to enhance the affection of the
Germans in Hungary both for their own race and for
their Hungarian fatherland.
According to the information supplied to this
organ of the Germans of Hungary the carrying into
effect of the new Elementary Education Ordinance
issued last Christmas — which Ordinance contained
measures completely satisfying the wishes of the Ger
mans of Hungary in respect of elementary education
— has in several villages in which the parents' con
ferences had decided in favour of the introduction of
the new type of school met with certain obstacles due
primarily to the elementary schools concerned not
possessing a sufficient number of teachers fully
qualified to teach in both languages.
The Government has now decided to eliminate
these obstacles. As a consequence, it will appoint to
these schools — provided they are State schools —
teachers fully conversant with German and properly
qualified in every respect to teach in minority schools.
In the Soroiksar and Bekasmegyer schools the appoint
ments have already been made; and the necessary
appointments will be made in the near future in the
other State elementary schools of the kind too.
According to the “ Neues Sonntagsblatt" these
energetic measures are striking evidence that the
Government is taking the carrying into effect of the
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Ordinance seriously. The State is settling a good
example; and there is every reason to hope that the
denominational schools will follow that example,
The Hungarian Government has decided further to
systematically solve the question of the training of
teachers qualified to teach in schools with more than
one language of instruction. The certificates of the
teachers specially trained for the purpose will ex
pressly note that their holders are qualified to teach
in schools with two languages of instruction. The
members of teachers training colleges knowing German
are exempted from the ordinary courses in that lan
guage and are required to attend special courses in
German the object of which is to train them specially
for the teaching of German and in German.
In addition, in the future there will be courses of
at least six months for those teachers who have
finished their studies in the State or denominational
teachers training college-courses which may be at
tended also by those pupil teachers v/ho desire to
acquire more thorough knowledge. Those teachers who
have passed this course woll enjoy a preference on the
occasion of nominations to schools with two languages
of instruction.
The Government has further decided to renew
the summer course held at Baja for teachers already
engaged in elementary schools with two languages of
instruction and to make the same more intensive. And
arrangements are to be made for another course of the
kind to be held in some other trans-Danubian town.
And finally, the Minister of Agriculture has de
cided to re-open the course in German formerly held
in Sopron in order to enable the sons of German
agriculturists living there to increase their knowledge
of agricultural subjects in their mother tongue.
—

y

—

H O W HU NGARY “ O P P R E S S E D "
HER MINORITIES ?
A striking reply to this question was given by
Prof. Ivic, of the Academy of Law in Szabadka
(Subotica), in an article on Yugoslav-Hungarian
“ rapprochement", published in the “Dan” on November
26-th. Prof Ivic pointed out that there are many
people in Yugoslavia who would welcome the impro
vement of relations between that country and her
neighbour on the north (Hungary). He then continued
as follows; “ During the Great war we, Serbs, suffered
a great deal from the Hungarians; but in this War
the Hungarians were merely instruments in the hands
of a foreign Power and were not allowed to follow an
independent policy of their own. It would be unjust,
however, to always bear in mind those points that
separate us from the Hungarians. We Serbs must
never forget that the modern first Serb writers, poets,
and scholars were born and educated on Hungarian
soil in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, that
most Serb books were then printed at Buda, that the
first cultural union of the Serbs, the "Matica Srpska"
was founded in Pest, and — lastly — that Sava
Tokoli founded the "Tokolianum" in Pest, thus laying
the foundations for the education of a powerful Serb
intellectual class."
We recommend this article to the consideration
of those who still endeavour, by spreading purely
fictitious tales about Hungary's hostility to her mi
norities and about the "oppression of minorities" in
Hungary, to contract the struggle of the Hungarian
nation to obtain right and justice.
—
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R V M A N IA
FO LLOW ING THE E X A M P L E OF
C ZE C H O SL O V A K IA , R U M A N IA
INTENDS TO C R E A T E A “ FRO N TIE R
ZO N E “ F O R FU RTH ER
DISPOSSESSION OF THE
H U NGARIAN M IN O R ITY
Many members of the Rumanian Parliament, from
all parties, have warmly supported the idea of a bill
concerning the fortification and security of the fron
tiers of Rumania, The bill is an open violation of the
minority agreement, as it proposes an unequal treat
ment of the minorities of Rumania, especially with
regard to the Hungarian minority, driving at the
complete annihilation of its economic existence.
The bill proposes that all agricultural possessions
of over 25 acres, situated within 100 'kilometers of
the demarcational line, which have been acquired
since 1914 "Rumanian nationals of other than Ruman
ian origin", should be expropriated for the purpose of
creating “Rumanian" small holdings and farms". All
those agricultural possessions of over 25 arces which
are now held by "Rumanian nationals of other than
Rumanian origin", as well as the possessions of Hun
garian nationals — irrespectively of their size —
must be bought by the State, for the same purpose.
The process of expropriation will be conducted by the
Courts cf Law, according to the provisions of the
Transylvanian law (which is more severe than that of
the old Kingdom).
The explantion given for the bill is that “ it is
necessary, for the proctection of the State, to create
a frontier zone inhabited by a population of Rumanian
origin, in order to counterbalance the revisionist
activities of our Western neighbours" (The "Curentul",
November 2Sth).
No further comment is needed ,we believe, to the
above report of the "Curentul",
—
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USE OF HUNGARIAN FORBIDDEN
IN P R IV A T E INTERCOURSE
The Director of the State Commercial School in
Marosvasarhely has forbidden minority pupils to use
their mother-tongue in private conversation. Even first
offenders are to be banished from school for three
days by order of the School Board (“Reggeli Ujsag".
November 15). The post office in Csikszereda refuses
to deliver any letters except those with a full Ru
manian address
—name and occupation (“ Estilap",
December 11). In several counties the newspapers are
still obliged to print place-names in Rumanian, for
the censor ruthlessly deletes all Hungarian placenames.
—
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HUNGARIAN CU LTU RAL W O R K
F R U STR A TE D
The consent of the military authorities in the
county must be obtained before permission to arrange
balls and concerts may be given to juvenile societies
("Magyar Lapok", December 8). — By order of the
Prefect of Haromszek, police authorities in Kezdiva-
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sarhely have forbidden the operations of the Catholic
Home and the Calvinist Alliance. Part of their pro
gramme was to arrange lectures in the winter months,
in order to give young Hungarians deprived from at
tending Hungarian schools an opportunity of acquiring
a knowledge of Hungarian literature and art. — A
Ministerial Decree has banned Hungarian play-acting
in Torda. The reason given was that the Calvinist
concert hall was not fireproof, which is not true, for
the building was overhauled a few years ago and
meets all the requirements for prevention of fire laid
down in the law (“ Magyar Ujsag", December 15).
—
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M A R IA NEM ETH NOT A L L O W E D
T O SING IN T R A N S Y L V A N IA
Maria Nemeth, the world-famed Vienna operasinger, Joseph Szigeti and Emery Ungar — two Buda
pest artists — have had their permission to appear in
public in Transylvania withdrawn ("Magyar Sz6“ ,
November 21).
—
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T W O M EETINGS OF HUNGARIAN
P A R T Y PRO H IBITED
The junior section of the Nagyvarad branch of
the Hungarian Party, which section is interested solely
in cultural and economic affairs and is not engaged
in any political activity, was given permission by the
military authorities to hold a meeting for the purpose
of reorganization on 15th November, (Nagyvarad is
still under martial law.) Despite this the meeting of
the junior section was prohibited by the police, al
legedly by telephonic instruction from the Ministry
of the Interior ("Szabadsag", November 17). Also in
one of the suburbs of Temesvar the gendarmerie pre
vented the committee meeting of the local branch of
the Hungarian Party, although the general in com
mand of the forces in Temesvar had given a written
permission to hold it (“ Magyar Kisebbseg", Vol. XV,
No. 23),
— y —

PERSECUTION OF HUNGARIAN
PRE SS
Article 25 of the Rumanian Constitution provides
that “No newspaper or press communication may be
suppressed or forbidden But what actually happens
is as follows: —
The following Hungarian newspapers have been
suppressed for an uncertain period: the "Aranyosszek" of Torda, the “ Ujsag" of Szatmar (“ Keleti Uj
sag", November 11 and 19), the “Nepujsag" of Brasso
("Magyarsag", November 22) and the “ Humanitas" of
the Nagyvarad Free-Masons ("Magyar Lapok", De
cember 1), Mr. Sigismund Gyulai, editor-in-chief of
the "Reggeli Ujsag" of Marosvasarhely, has been
sentenced to 6 months' imprisonment and a fine of
5.000 lei on a charge of making anti-State propaganda
and of inciting against the nation, because his paper,
without any comments, published the statements of
foreign statesmen about a revision of the Peace
Treaties, which statements were culled from wireless
and press agency reports ("Magyar Lapok", December
16). M. Joseph Denes, Torda correspondent of the
suppressed "Brassoi Lapok" has been sentenced to 8
months' imprisonment and a fine of 25.000 lei on the
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charge of agitation dangerous to the State for writing
about disturbances in Sinfalva ("Ellenzek". De
cember 10).

— y —

“ LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE
In Csikmadefalva, Georgenoiu, teacher of the
State school, ordered the children out of the Catholic

Church during the elevation of the host on All
Saint’s Day, saying they had no need at all to listen
to mass and should go to the consecration of a flag
that was being done by the Greek Oriental Church.
The children refused to obey, whereupon the teacher
had resort to violence, to the consternation of the
devout congregation. The same teacher consistently
prevents the impartition of Catholic religious instruc
tion and has more than once torn the little con
secrated emblem of the Holy Heart from the necks
ot Hungarian children (“ Keleti Ujsag'', December 5),
The Public Security Office (Siguranca) in Szatmar
has warned all the minority priests, ministers and
teachers that this winter the minority churches in the

frontier zone must confine their religious activities
to the church and may not hold any sacred concerts
or cultural meetings (“ Joestet", December 6).
— y —

PERSECUTION OF CLERGY
Proceedings for agitation against the State have
been taken against the Rev. Thomas Gaal, Roman
Catholic parish priest of Csiksomlyo, because he
paid a round of visits to his new congregation (‘'Ke
leti Ujsag", November 21). The gendarmerie have
instituted proceedings for anti-State agitation against
the Rev. Anthony Sass, Roman Catholic rural dean
of Karcfalva, because at the time of the school re
gistrations in September he energetically defended the
legal rights of the denominational school (“ Estilap",
November 25), Proceedings on the same charge have
been going on since 1932 against the Rev. Charles
Farkas, Calvinist pastor of Magyarpeterlak, because
on 20th November 1932, at the close of a marriage
ceremony, the people sang the Hungarian Anthem in
the church. The King's Bench in Marosvasarhely,
though it found no expressions dangerous to the State
in the Hungarian Anthem, sentenced the Rev. Charles
Farkas to 15 days' imprisonment (“Magyar Kisebbs6g", November 16). The Court of Justice in Szekelyudvarhely has fined the Rev. Martin Marosi, Unitarian
clergyman of Szentmihaly, 800 lei and 300 lei costs
on the charge of agitation against the State, because
he had been distributing a Hungarian ABC (“Magyar
Szo“ , November 18).

— y —

HUNGARIAN EDUCATIONAL
GRIEVANCES
In Csikszentkiraly the headmaster of the Stale
school made the gendarmes remove 14 pupils from the
Roman Catholic elementary school to the State school.
In Temesvar 14 pupils of the Roman Catholic Hun
garian grammar-school were ordered by the School
Inspector's Office to leave the school immediately
on the pretext that their names did not sound Hun
garian ("Deli Hirlap", December 5). At the Kolozsvar University the Rumanian students prevent minority

students from appearing at the entrance examinations
("Magyar Lapok", December 10), In the Hungarian
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fcorough of Orvend there are two denominational
elementary schools with school buildings of their own.
The State school, on the other hand, is housed in
rented premises. By order of the authorities the in
habitants must contribute 560.000 lei towards a State
school ("Szabadsag", December 3).
— y _

LANGUAGE TEST ABUSES
In Szilagysomlyo a fireman, a slaughter-house
worker and a knacker have been dismissed because
they failed to pass the language test (“ Keleti Ujsag",
November 18). In Szatmar 11 minority football um
pires have been struck off the list for refusing to
undergo the language test. The Ministry of Agruculture has ordered its official staff to pass another
language test (“ Deutsche Tageszeitung", November
18). — In Marosvasarhely municipal and county of
ficials (minority officials) have been ordered to pass
another language test (“ Reggeli Ujsag", December 5).

— y —

EXISTENCE OF GERMAN MINORITY
THREATENED BY POLICY
OF RUMANIAN ADMINISTRATION
During the Debate on the Address to the Throne
in the Bucharest Parliament on 28th November, Dr.
Hans Otto Roth, leader of the German Parliamentary
Group, amongst other things said:
"Unfortunately, the policy pursued just at pre
sent, is one that threatens the very existence of our
nation,"
He then went on to sum up the complaints of the
Germans in Rumania in the following words:
“ Only recently the German language was
banished from the council chambers of the towns in
habited by us. At the same time the Post Office for
bade the use of the ancient German place-names. And
the press is reprimanded if it uses anything else than
Rumanian place-names. By the application of unjust
measures village and municipal administration is
being juggled over into Rumanian hands in places
where we are numerically in the majority. Hundreds
of German officials are being driven from their posts
in municipal and civil service by the language tests.
Education in Bucovina, Bessarabia, and also largely
in the Banate, has been completely Rumanianized by
the State elementary schools. In spite of constitutional
and international obligations the State's and the
parishes' contributions towards the support of the
German denominational schools were completely can
celled last year. And finally, quite recently the country
administration in Besarabia arbitrarily took posses
sion of the considerable real estate, including over 150
school-buildings, belonging to the Lutheran Church
there." ("Siebenburgisch Deutsches Tageblatt", De
cember 1.)

— y
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sums of money to ameliorate distress in the winter
months, and that the Hungarian inhabitants of those
places have been granted certain privileges and
benefits.
What in its ultimate effects is of far greater im
portance is that the notorious measure known as
name-analysis has been repealed. The object of that
measure, with its inquiries into racial origin and
language back to the third and fourth generation and
the arbitrary decisions of the authorities on these
points, was to bring about a gradual depopulation of
the Hungarian elementary school sections and, at the
time of the census, achieve the greatest possible re
duction in the relative strength of the Hungarian
minority. We hope this decree of the Government,
which does away with one of the most bitter grievances
of the Hungarian minority, will not prove a mere dead
letter, as did the decree issued in the April of 1933
by M. Stankovitch, then Minister of Education, in
which he enjoined the educational authorities to ob
serve strictly the provisions of the Elementary Edu
cation Act concerning elementary education in the
mother-tongue of the scholars. This decree was never
observed in practice.
The sudden change of spirit was undoubtedly due
to the great importance to the Government of the
Parish Council election results; but nevertheless we,
who for three years, lacking better news, have month
by month published the lamentable chronicles of the
oppression, repression and well-night complete civil
disability of the Hungarian minority in Yugoslavia,
eagerly welcome signs that indicate the triumph of
better judgment, and hope for a speedy and satis
factory continuation of the present small beginnings,

Y U G O SL A VIA
THE YUGOSLAV PARISH COUNCIL
ELECTIONS AND THE HUNGARIAN
MINORITY
Compared with the former situation of the Hun
garian minority the present has undergone a some
what favourable change, thanks to the Parish Council
elections.
In order to secure the support of the 400,000 odd
Hungarians in the Danube Banate, the Government
not only allowed the re-organization of the two
biggest Hungarian cultural societies suppressed in the
spring of 1934, but also made it possible, after
negotiations with the leaders of the Hungarian min
ority, for 12 new ones to be formed. In other respects,
too, there are signs that Government circles are be
ginning to yield to their better judgment. Before the
Parish Council elections held in the Danube Banate
on 6th December took place, several Hungarian
teachers who had been transferred to Serbia were re
transferred to the so-called Hungarian sections of the
elementary schools, and simultaneously nine Hun
garian teachers who had been pensioned off received
appointments again. This has permitted a re-opening
of the Hungarian elementary school sections which
had been closed for years. As a matter of fact, —
for the first time since the change of rule — villages
with a predominantly, or even exclusively Hungarian
population, such as Topolya, Kishegyes (Mali Idjos),
Csantaver,
Temerin,
Magyarkanizsa
(Pavlograd),
Zenta, Mohol (Mol), etc., have received considerable
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DESIRE KOSZTOLANYI
HUNGARIAN POET, 1885—1 9 3 6 /
by

L o r in c S zabo
I think it was not until after he had reached the
middle of hiis thirty years' career as a poet that
Desire Kosztolanyi wrote his first really human poem,
at the time when his little son was ill of diphtheria.
At all events, it was about that time, or somewhat
earlier, that he attained the unadorned heights of
poetical speech, with a coinage and a force of ex
pression transcending the individual. He had been a
great poet before that, one of the ornaments of the
renaissance of Hungarian lyrical poetry at the beginn
ing of the century, a perfect theoretician and an
interesting artist of all the colour and music of which
words are capable. Even a considerable part of his
works of that period would have deserved to find
their way in translations to European connaisseurs of
poetry, as the lyrical poems of the past century found
theirs to the youth of Hungary through the medium

of Kosztolanyi's translations.I* But he was not complete,
direct, and human enough then to make what he ex
pressed immutable and really great.
The unfolding of his greatness took place almost
imperceptibly. He acquired the mastery of creative
technique early, and even in his later years greatly
appreciated certain facile and lightsome turns of
stylistic Bohemianism. From the very outset he was
* Kosztolanyi, who died in Budapest on 3rd November
1936, translated many poems from English. Among his
translations were single poems by Wordsworth, Shelley,
Keats, Byron, Tennyson, R. Browning, Wilde, Lord Douglas,
A. Symons, Emerson, Longfellow, Poe, W. Whitman, J. RRossel, Tagore, etc. and three plays by Shakespeare, The
Winter's Tale, Romeo and Juliet, and King Lear. The last
has not been published yet.
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plainly designed to be a poet on the grand scale, but,
on the other hand, to the last he made use of tricks
and fancies that would have been appropriate to al
most any stage of his literary career.
In his youth the dominating feature was the wild
and meaningless riot of colour of the world of the
senses; in manhood it was weariness with the empti
ness of the world, with the senseless recurrence and
wearing off of impressions, then the loneliness of the
inner man, and finally a dark horror of the cessation
of physical life, accentuated by four years of suffering
from cancer, ten operations, the torments of dying by
inches and the intellectual and emotional reactions to
every phase of his disease, The path of his spiritual
life curved from an exaggerated aestheticism through
realism towards a classical goal; from a red-flagged
artistic nihilism and modern neuresthenia, through
a process of hardening and disillusion, to a morality
without faith. On the whole this is the path of all true
artists who are born weakly, but live long enough to
ripen into maturity.
What could this Hungarian poet have to say to
Europe? Had Europe known him, had the world
known him, they would have received from him what
they receive from the few real poets, from the poets
who speak to nations of forty or a hundred millions
of souls. Beauty, which is a "joy for ever” , and help
towards self-knowledge, coupled with a deeper insight
into the character and psyche of the Hungarian folk.
If it be true that the value of a nation may best be
judged by the creations of its greatest sons, then the
Hungarian nation, as witnessed by Kosztolanyi’s works,
has its place in the foremost ranks of the maturely
civilized peoples, and gives the world no whit less
than it receives. When, in the days following the poet's
death, I re-read all Kosztolanyi's poems, my impres
sion was that I was reading the soul of Europe —
eternal Europe in the best of his works, and modern
Europe in the second best. Kosztolanyi was a Hun
garian poet of European rank. His splendid novels,
which are generally considered to raise their author,
as a writer of prose, even slightly above the poet,
would deserve a separate article to themselves.
The final metamorphosis which transmuted a fine
artist into a really great poet is felt most clearly in
his book of poems ” A bus ferfi panaszai” (The sorrow
ful man's complaints, 1924). What he had written
before that date was an anticipation of the poetry of
a sorrowful, doomed man, and what followed that
turning point was a repetition on an increasingly
grander scale of some preceding experience. Koszto
lanyi was, in fact, a finished poet — finished at least
so far as the elements of poetry were concerned — in
1907 when his first volume of poems ”Negy fal kozott”
(Within four walls) was published. A certain pathetic
philandering with decadency, a certain affected horror,
a trace of dandyism, even titanism and satanism went
well with the neurotic gestures of his budding im
pressionism and the often empty nature of his symbol
ism. A Parnassian-like pregnancy of vision and
construction, his capacity for effecting a poetical
spiritualisation of certain themes then considered
hypermodern, his dancing melodious sense of form and
a bold, often daring, treatment of rhyme, are all
apparent in that work. In its own way the "Siirgony”
(The Telegram), a sketch of the start of fatal news
from far off and its progress until its goal is reached,
is an elegant and perfect sonnet, characterising the
ambitions of the age. The world of the young poet
was a stage peopled by angels and demons, a refined,
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affected, and extravagant world; ordinary human life
had no place in it except to the accompaniment of the
poet’s sarcastic, condescending smile ("Budai idill" —
An Idyll of Buda). Later on, of course, his realistic
sense brought the poet to a normal human standard,
to a natural balance.
In his next volume there is a further progress, a
complete unfolding of the first, youthful, and always
consistent Kosztolanyi. An atomised vision of life,
exaggerated spirituality, the stuff of dreams, the ter
rors and wonders of the imagination, are conveyed in
the language of childhood. The frame is memory, and
in the dim, strangely luminous depths of childhood’s
mentality, affectation and exaggeration may seem
justified and real. "A szegeny kisgyermek panaszai”
(The poor little child's complaints) which appeared in
1910 was a great success in Hungary, The novelty of
the numerous modern touches of 'beauty given by
Kosztolanyi to his childhood's memories in this notable
volume made his readers oblivious to the postures of
the poet. For it was no child who spoke in those
poems, but a neurotic adult imbued with a culture
partly impressionistic, partly symbolistic and partly
decadent in character; an adult examining himself
through a reversed magnifying-glass. But somehow or
other affectation was no more than a general outward
blemish on the artist's work, and we have the feeling
that the moment it is clear that the reflections and
observations are being made by an adult who draws
on his memory, there is nothing to find fault with;
there are no postures, at least no more than were an
organic part of Kosztolanyi’s poetry at that time. The
beauty and delicacy of the details, a triumphant mani
festation of real poetical art, cast their glamour over
all the flaws. The book is a triumph of Hungarian
lyrical impressionism and modern realism. It is full
of the rainbow brilliance of an idyllic soul, of its
music, its atmosphere; of a novel symbolic magic
interpreted in voluptuous language with intellectual
and sensual imagination. Gone is titanism. Better said,
it has been modulated and transmuted into a mere love
of the grotesque.
The ”0szi koncert” (Autumn concert) cycle (1922)
carries us out of the preceding era, slightly reminiscent
of Francis James, into the symbolic world of Maeter
linck. Life is still a tormenting and entrancing
chaos; the poet is still enamoured of decadent beauty,
but now and then sonorous harmonic chords are
struck. "Kartya” (Cards, 1912) is an organistic display
of refined decadency, Nietzsche-esque in its raptures,
in colour and in mystical pathos. It is neurasthenic
to the point of demanding crude barbaric miracles.
But in the volume entitled "Magia” (Magic), also
published in 1920, we see the poet’s first victory over
sensual chaos. In "Gyulblom magamat" (I loathe my
self) his message is purified and simplified. In ”A
szemetdomb es a csillagok kozt” (Between the dunghill
and the stars) hysteria is disciplined and the whole
orchestration toned down. The theme returns again
and again to the complaints of the poor little child.
"Mak” (Poppyseed, 1916) reveals a further ripen
ing. The eye of the poet still continues to distort; now
and then his impressionism is still manifest, but the
wayward fugues often resolve themselves into a
harmonious melody of life's joys and torments. The
beginnings of ennui and loneliness grow more spirit
ualised. A more convincing style of composition makes
us realise for the first time how lacking in anything
resembling a programme Kosztolanyi was, how lacking
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in faith was his start, how lightly he gave himself over
to his impressions: "Let life, accident, shape me. I
shall shape life in my poems, and we shall see what
the result will be." The more striking then is a merely
suggested confession, here and there, of the purpose
lessness of life, of the ennui which, for the moment,
is but a new shade of colour on the artists's palette.
Kosztolanyi still continues to appreciate wit and
esprit.
The author of "Kenyer es bor" (Bread and Wine,
1920) lives now — as he thinks — on earth, and not
only on earth, but also among the middle classes. He
is "at home on earth, but he is not at home in heaven".
He might well have said "or in hell". How welcome
is sobriety, this "uniform drabness” , this "growing
fatigue"! But the simple happiness of family life is
powerless to work a change in the hopeless nature of
this difficult and stupid life. The moving tragedy of
old age and of aimless drifting begins to unfold itself
in Kosztolanyi's poems. The colours are stilil rich, but
less vivid; the words come from deeper depths and
strike deeper down. The realisation of a common,
inevitable end awakes social instincts in the extreme
individualist. Here Kosztolanyi reveals clearly a long
ing for another kind of poetry, without, however,
denying anything of the past. The artist begins to make
room for the man. His technique still refuses to
relinquish a certain very literary play of form and
style: the poet still refuses to take logic strictly
enough. He is too much imbued with Verlaine's rule
of Ars Poetica, namely that a poem must always con
tain a certain measure of rapture and uncertainty, and
a little piquant lack of preciseness.
"A bus ferfi panaszai" looks back on the young
man who wrote "A szegeny kisgyermek panaszai" (The
poor little childs complaints) in 1910. But the volume
is by no means a mere imitation of a successful style,
and it happily lacks the pose of a false perspective.
The present speaks of the present and the past. Like
Rilke — but a less transcendental Rilke — a rich and
mature impressionist poet, whose spirit is akin to that
of the French vers libre poets, and who is an admirer
of Verhaeren's landscapes, but who is also in some
things brother to Byron and the English romantics, as
his own private existence, the experiences of father
hood, his surroundings in space and time, the world
war and the revolutionary years, have coloured life
for him; chiselling the sculpture of his verses, as the
sculptor time chisels into shape the increasingly
gloomy individuality of the poet. There is a depth in
his poems like that of a mountain tarn. He depicts
startling situations coldly and harshly; then, of a
sudden — and with increasing frequency — shapes
them, like a modern classic, with a human touch, out
of the warm matter of universal social truth. Mean
while he has become a perfect novelist, a European
master of prose on a small and a grand scale. Father,
husband, and man, he is now bound by his navelcord
to the rest of mankind, although he is, and remains,
an individualist. His psychologic insight is almost that
of a physician; his complaints are no longer hysterical
outbursts; their emphasis is no longer on the Bohemian
in his art.
At this time it actually seemed as though Koszto
lanyi, the goldsmith of style, the musician of rhyme,
was going to desert form, rhythm and, primarily, the
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stumbling-block of rhyme. "Meztelen" (Naked, 1928)
is a volume of poems in prose. Many of them retain
the Hungarian Alexandrine; a few of them in form
recall the hexametres, or blank verse, but there are no
rhymes. In most of them the means employed to
create effect are puritanical in the extreme, a directness
and condensedness of construction, a faintly pulsating
rhythm of thought, and the sincerity of the poet's
observations. These poems strongly reveal the sure
knowledge of the art of writing possessed by a master
of prose. In this volume we experience, for the first
time, a happy release from adjectives and nouns of a
doubtful necessity. The poet has reached the era of
patience, indifference and wisdom. With the unadorned
simplicity of the eternal, the moment "calmly but
sternly sounds its uncouth lay". It is as though I were
reading the old Chinaman Po-chu-y in Wiley's English
prose translation. Kosztolanyi's poems in prose pro
duce the same impression: full of dreary pain, common
place all af them, they are the mere skeletons and
cross-beams of poems, and yet they are real poetry.
Goethe has a few such poems in prose. The book did
not reap the success it deserved. The critics and a
reading public accustomed to Kosztolanyi's sleight-ofhand juggling with form received it with disfavour,
believing this period to be one of transition. As it was.
All the same it was the sign of surfeit reacting against
the formal and an indication of the future. From
thence on, even if he had wanted, Kosztolanyi could
never be anything but perseveringly puritanical in form
and rhyme. But did he want to be anything else?
His last volume "Szamadds" (Reckoning) appeared
last year. In this swan-song his lyrical art is rich in
colour, his forms are as diversified as of yore. The
whole volume suggests a summing-up. Almost every
tone of his previous works strikes its own note in it.
There is a musical trilling play on the vowels of his
wife's name (I-lo-na); there are impressionistic
episodes, forty fragments of whimsical rhymes and
fleeting sighs, lyrical, or picturesque, or philosophical
epigrams in a Japanese-cum-Western European style;
pictures from his travels and some satirical poems,
modern and urban. There is also an ars poetica in
arms in defence of disciplined caprice, and — a
dazzling display of verbal pyrotechnics — a song in
praise of the world of dawn and of fleeting life. Then,
lastly, there are about twenty sonorous magnificent
poems, masterpieces born in travail, the offspring of
a lengthy wrestling with death. Dejection and an in
creasing horror frozen into indifference and patient
reticence are as much part of them as is strength. The
proud strength with which in a perfect unity of style,
rhyme and form, a perfect natural harmony of ex
pression, to which only an inspired translation could
hope to do justice, the dying poet, with categoric
finality coins the pieces of gold that bear the stamp
of his individuality and of his own rank:

Myself by myself l
measure.
My words, as they fall, solid golden
treasure,
bear, each, my image, stamped as with kingly
die,
and on the rim
the proud inscription:

I!
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA

DEVALUATION NOT FOLLOWED
BY PROSPERITY

ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS DEMAND
CHANGE IN FOREIGN POLICY

The Socialist paper, "Pravo Lidu", dealing with
the continued increase of unemployment, declares that
the devaluation which was effected two months ago
was not followed by the prosperity of economic life
it had been expected to bring about,

More and more depression is being caused in the
public opinion of Czechoslovakia by the unusual
attitude of France towards that country, an attitude
accompanied by very grave consequences in Czecho
slovakia's economic iife. The balance-sheet of CzechoFrench trade relations shows a balance of nearly 500
million Czech crowns against Czechoslovakia. At
tempts have been repeatedly made by the Czecho
slovak Government in recent years to persuade France
to adopt a more lenient attitude towards Czecho
slovakia, and negotiations between the delegates of
the two countries have been going on for some months
now, but with no apparent result. It is not without a
note of resignation that he Czech Press refers to
France’s infinitely more obliging attitude towards
Germany, notwithstanding the fact that the trade re
lations of these two countries show a considerable
balance against France.
An article published in the "Die Wirtschaft", an
economic paper appearing in Prague (on November
29th), proposes a complete change in the foreign
policy of Czechoslovakia. The expectations attached
to the activity of the Blum Cabinet have utterly
failed. It is therefore absolutely necessary that Czecho
slovakia should concentrate her efforts on establishing
more friendly relations with Italy, as her relations
with France have always caused bitter disillusionment
in Prague, and as for conditions at home the situation
is not very promising. Italy holds the key to the
solution of the Danube problem; if this key is not
applied as quickly as possible, it may get lost for
ever.
—

—

y

—

EXPORT BALANCE AT THE END
OF NOVEMBER
There is a slight improvement to be noticed in
Czechoslovakia’s economic situation, due to the rise
in war (armament) investments. The statistical records
closed at the end of November show that the amount
of exports in the last eleven months of the year 1936
totalled 1390 million Czech crowns, as against 1270
millions last year. The profits, however, have fallen
from 746 millions last year to 219 millions this year.
It is stated in the Czechoslovak papers, for
instance in the “ Ceske Slovo" and the "Lidove
Noviny", — whose relations with the Foreign Office
are familiar — , that the devaluation of the currency
has only affected the import trade of the country,
while it has had no influence on its exports. The
“Narodny Listy", again, declares that taking into
account the rate of devaluation there is a marked
decrease in trade since last year.
—
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W AR EXPENDITURE
SCANDINAVIAN COMPLAINTS AGAINST
UNRELIABILITY OF CZECH EXPORT
AGENCIES
A letter from one of the Scandinavian capitals
was published in the “ Die Wirtschaft", an economic
paper, on December 12th. This letter begins as follows:
“ It seems an utterly hopeless task for some of the
export agencies in Czechoslovakia to acquire the
rudiments of proper business etiquette." — The letter
then continues to describe how some Czechoslovak
firms do not respect the conditions laid down in
written contracts; not infrequently they simply cancel
these contracts without giving previous notice, and,
generally speaking, they seem to be unable to observe
the international rules of business life. “ The Scan
dinavian representatives of Czech manufacturers", the
letter says, "are gradually losing their patience. They
are getting tired of playing the teacher’s part all the
time. Unless a speedy improvement of the present
situation is somehow brought about, Czechoslovak
manufacturers may soon give up the hope of finding
decent and reliable representatives for their products
in Scandinavia"..
—
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Introducing the Budget Bill to the Senate, M.
Brdlik declared that the war expenditure allotted for
the year 1937 is to be covered from three different
sources. 1360 million Czech crowns will be supplied
from the Budget, 6500 millions from the Armament
Fund created in 1926, while 4000 millions will be
supplied from the National Defence Loan. Thus the
extraordinary war expenditure of Czechoslovakia
amounts to more than 10000 millions.
—

y —

DEFICIT OF ADMINSTRATION OF STATE
FORESTS AND DOMAINS
It will be remembered that the execution of the
Land Reform in Czechoslovakia began with the ex
propriation of the estates of the minority landowners,
and that the majority of the forests were then taken
over by the State. The final accounts for the year
1935, which have now been published show that the
Administration of State Domains forests and land
aggregating 1,120.000 hectares) operated at a loss of
15 million Czech crowns. This unfavourable result is
all the more surprising as the timber industry was
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very prosperous last year; furthermore, the industrial
undertakings of the State — such as 40 saw mills, 3
sugar refineries, 8 breweries, 12 distilleries, 4 mills,
and a number of spirit refineries (for alcohol) — are
usually considered to be among the most profitable
branches of industrial production,
—
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BANK GOVERNORS
A conference on the modes of payment concern
ing clearing transactions between the three Little
Entente States was held in Prague by the Governors
of their National Banks. The Czecho-Yugoslav com
mittee has agreed upon introducing, at a suitable date
in the future, a more liberal form of transactions in
place of the present clearing system. The RumanianYugoslav committee decided to maintain the present
situation, which leaves the way open to the free
development of the Czech crown. This agreement is
very unfavourable to Czechoslovakia, as it has caused
the hitherto valid rate of calculation, (lei 5.70) to fall
to lei 4.90, and even as low as 4.60.
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H U N G A BY
DEVALUATION OF CURRENCIES HAD NO
UNFAVOURABLE EFFECT ON ECONOMIC
LIFE OF HUNGARY
At the close of the Session of the League
Financial Committee, Dr. Tihamer Fabinyi, the Hun
garian Minister of Finance, made the following state
ment to the correspondent of the "Pesti Hirlap":
"Financial and economic experts were particularly
desirous to know how the economic life of Hungary
had responded to the devaluation of currencies in
different countries. I informed the Committee that,
apart from inevitable difficulties at the very outset,
our economic life was — on the whole — not un
favourably affected by devaluation, with the exception
of our export trade, but that we hoped that this
slight reaction would soon be counterbalanced by the
levelling of prices in general and by the conclusion of
suitable regional agreements.
Referring to the
financial policy of the Hungarian Government, I
declared that we did not contemplate any new ar
rangements in the matter of currencies, since by the
standardization of additional charges on currencies
last year we have already obtained those results which
other countries endeavour to reach by the devaluation
of currencies.
“ Reference has been made to certain restrictions
the abolution of which would seem desirable. No
doubt, the restoration of free trade is dependent on
certain preliminary conditions. With regard to Hun
gary I have outlined these as follows: It is absolutely
essential that suitable markets and reasonable prices
should be secured for our surplus of agricultural pro
ducts, so that we may obtain a surplus amount of
freely available foreign currencies. Later on this may
lead to the storing of certain reserve funds, with the
help of which we then hope to find a reasonable
solution for the payment of our foreign debts."
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EXCESS OF EXPORTS DOUBLED
In the new economic year, which is counted from
July as far as agriculture and the exports of grain
are concerned, Hungary's exports have amounted to
191.7 million pengo as compared to 160 millions last
year. Her imports, on the other hand, show a rise
from 133 millions last year to 139.8 millions this
year. The excess of exports amounts to 51.9 millions,
owing to the increase of grain export. The exports of
agricultural products amounted to 84.4 million pengo,
as against 44 millions in the same period last year.
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THE NEW CZECHO-HUNGARIAN TRADE
AGREEMENT
After a period of six years of unsettled con
ditions, a new trade agreement was concluded be
tween Hungary and Czechoslovakia at the end of
December, 1936. According to this agreement, the
quota of goods transactions has been raised to 1200
millions p. a., the equivalent for this amuont being
specified in the near future by a mixed committee.
The agreement will then be completed, presumably at
the beginning of next year, by special clauses referring
to frontier traffic and certain points of veterinary
hygiene.
The methods of payment will be fixed by the
National Banks of the two countries, which have
agreed to the clearing of currencies according to a
permanent key.

YUGOSLAV-HUNGARIAN TRADE
AGREEMENT
The new Yugoslav-Hungarian trade and clearing
agreement was concluded on December 17th, 1936.
The agreement is based on the principle of compen
sations and provides for a remarkable rise in the
contingents hitherto in force. Hungary has agreed to
import a considerable amount of wood, charcoal,
timber, and sleepers.
Independently of this new agreement, Yugoslavia
has ordered a number of railway engines from the
Hungarian State Railways Factory.

— y —
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DEVALUATION OF LEI CURRENCY
In the month of November devaluated the Leu
by 29%, in so far as the previous rate of calculation
for 1 kilogramme of gold, 111.000 Lei, was raised to
153.333 Lei. It is interesting to note that the profit
of 294 million lei accruing from this transaction, was
at once invested for armament purposes; the official
explanation given for this step was that the raising
of the necessary funds by way of legislation would
cause an undesirably delay which would have an un
favourable effect on the interests of the country.

INCREASE OF IMPORTS
In the month of October Rumania's imports
showed an increase from 961 million lei to a total
of 1252 million lei, while her exports showed a
decrease from 2218 million to 2164 million lei.
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SIGNATURE OF YUGOSLAV-FRENCH
TRADE AGREEMENT

ISSUE OF TREASURY NOTES
IN YUGOSLAVIA
It has been declared by the Yugoslav Minister of
Finance that the amount of Treasury Notes (500 mil
lion dinars) already in circulation will be raised to
1000 millions by the issue of new Treasury Notes for
the purpose of covering the Budget deficit. The new
Treasury Notes will run for 2 years and will bear
interest at the rate of 5%.

The new Yugoslav-French trade agreement was
signed in Belgrade, in December, by M. Bastide, the
French Minister of Trade. The new agreement pro
vides for an increase of Yugoslavia's exports to
France and for the regulation of previous clearing
transactions. The French delegation, as is stated by
the “ Vreme" in Belgrade, has agreed to almost all
the wishes of Yugoslavia, and the French Govern
ment has provisionally undertaken to buy 10.000
wagon loads of wheat from Yugoslavia.
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FOOTBALL
By far the most outstanding event of the last
month of the year was the match between England
and Hungary. It was a worthy trial of strength be
tween British football with all its traditions and
Central European football, which is the best on the
Continent, It is always a great event for Continental
footballers when they have the opportunity of meet
ing England's representative team, and the Hungarians
are particularly proud that the team representing
Hungary's colours were able to play in London, on
the beautiful grassy ground at Arsenals.
Not only the players themselves, but also all the
Hungarian at home recall with gratitude the friendli
ness and kindness shown towards the Hungarian team
by British public opinion in general. The greetings in
Hungarian in the "Star" and the “ Evening News", the
badges with the letter H on a ground of the Hun
garian colours, and numerous other small attentions
all go to show that the warm sympathies felt by the
Hungarian nation for Britain's sons are not wholly
unrequited.
The particulars of the match appeared in all the
daily newspapers, so we shall not repeat them. But
we feel bound to state that in spite of being beaten
by 6 goals to 2 the Hungarian team has no reason
to feel ashamed of itself. Its play was good, sound
football. The one fault was that the Hungarians were
not so quick to shoot in front of the goal, and this
gave the English players the advantage which won
the day. English sporting papers stressed the point
that the game was fair and sporting throughout.
That this was so may also be judged by the behaviour
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of the crowds of spectators, who often broke out into
a storm of applause for the Hungarian visitors.
After the London match the Hungarian team
played one against Ireland and won by 3 goals to 2.
On the way home they had a match with Holland's
representative team which they also won ( 1: 0) after
some excellent work.

SPORT FLYING
The success of last year's "Pilot Pic-nic" and the
"Balaton Flying Star" tour has induced those con
cerned to create possibilities of regular air tourism in
Hungary. Hitherto only the aerodromes at Matyasfold and Balatonkiirt near Siofok were big enough to
allow several machines to land and provide sufficient
accomodation, petrol and other necessities for them.
In order to encourage air tourism suitable flying
fields will have to be provided, partly by the establish
ment of new ones and partly by enlarging those
already existing at Sopron, Koszeg, Szombathely,
Pecs, Kiskunhalas, Kalocsa, Kecskemet, Bugac-Puszta,
Szeged, Debrecen, the Hortobagy, Miskolc, and the
Aggtelek Stalactite Cave. Preparations at those
places are so far advanced that by the spring of 1937
an adequate number of landing places will be ready
at almost all of them. It is also proposed to build
landing places at Keszthely, Eger and Veszprem.
All of these landing places will be arranged so
that air tourists from abroad will find everything they
require for their machines and to facilitate flying.
Machines will be looked after and properly hangared,
repairs provided for, all necessities at hand and
guides waiting to conduct visitors.
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