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competent international forum which will surely re
store to her the political sovereignty of which she 
has been deprived. No one can question her peaceful 
policy, and even armed she would not be a danger to 
any other State. Amidst changing events this country

H O W  M I N O R
VZ E C H O - S L O V A K I A

THE NEGGCIATIONS WITH THE 
HLINKA P A R T Y  SUFFERED  

SH IPW R ECK

In one of his political speeches M. Milan Hodza, 
the first Slovak Prime Minister of Czecho-Slovakia, 
stated that it was his personal ambition to settle the 
Slovak question once and for all. On the strength of 
this statement negotiations were begun about two 
months ago with a view to inducing the strongest 
Slovak party, Hlinka's Autonomist People's Party, to 
join the coalition of Government parties. These nego
tiations however suffered shipwreck on March 27-th, 
and the leaders of the People's Party as well as the 
members of the Parliamentary Club of its deputies and 
senators, unanimously agreed that so far the upshot of 
the negotiations was not sufficient guarantee that the 
Slovak question would be definitively and satis
factorily settled, and therefore they did not see their 
way to entering into a coalition with the Government 
parties.

According to a leader from the pen of M. Hlinka 
in the "Slovak” of March 29th, the Autonomist Party 
demanded that the individuality of the Slovak nation 
and the rights of the Slovak language should be estab
lished by law. They also demanded a legislative body 
for Slovakia and the organization of a separate min
istry, as well as the extension of the rights of the 
provincial deputies and of the self governing bodies. 
Hlinka announced that since their demands had been 
refused, the Party would in future oppose the Govern
ment more keenly than ever. The Party is well aware 
of what it has to expect. It knows the Bill of Author
ization contemplated by Government. It is acquainted 
with the strictures contained in the paragraphs of the 
Government Bill. Yet it is determined to keep on 
denouncing, in periodicals, at popular meetings and 
in Parliament, all the crimes against Slovakia of 
which the present Government is becoming more and 
more guilty. As Government refuses to grant the 
Slovak nation its minimum rights, the Party will 
mobilize the political forces of the population and 
employ them in the struggle to be waged for the 
existence of the Slovak nation and for its rightful 
demands. "Slovaks" — he wrote — "For two decades 
you have been cheated and done out of your ethical 
anl spiritual possessions. Do not allow yourselves to 
be cheated, misled, and despoiled any longer!” With 
this slogan the Party once more unfurls the flag of 
opposition.

The “ Orol" Roman Catholic Gymnastic Society 
in Zsolna (Zilina) proposed holding a meeting, but the 
authorities forbade it. On this occasion M. Hlinka 
published a letter in the press, which amongst other 
passages contains the following:

"For us the nation is more than the State. For

too should be entitled to provide for her own defence 
against all contingencies. At present, however, the 
Bulgarian Government does not wish to bring a new 
storm over the already troubled waters.

— y —

I T I E S L I V E
us the State is the letter, the nation the spirit, as we 
have been taught to think by Masaryk. We shall never 
deny our past and our history. We Slovaks stand on 
the foundation of the Pittsburg Convention and the 
Declaration of Turocszentmarton, in terms of which 
the Slovaks are entitled to every right of sovereign 
nation. We have the right to our own National As
sembly, our own courts of justice, our own schools, 
our own administration and our own civilization.

At a meeting held at Easter in Kyjov, Deputy 
Joseph Tiso, wo after M. Hlinka is perhaps the most 
influential man in the Party, said: — “ We are living 
in the eighteenth year of the Republic and yet we 
have not arrived at an agreement between the Czechs 
and the Slovaks. Mutual understanding, reciprocical 
trust and even the desire to achieve mutual under
standing are in jeopardy."

— y —

THE NEW TERROR BILLS

The Czecho-Slovakian Government has submitted 
to Parliament its supplemental novel to the Defence 
of the Republic Act and its new Defence of the Realm 
Bill. The former increases the severity of the punish
ment for military treason, indeed in certain cases 
makes that crime punishable by death. Seeing that 
minority citizens have several times been arraigned in
nocently on that charge, the novel is likely to give 
rise to much anxiety; for it empowers the Government 
when nominating the panel of justice to appoint a 
military assessor in place of one of the judges. Only 
lawyers who are on the lists of the Ministry of Just
ice may appear for the defence before these panels, 
and the lists are drawn up at the Ministry's discretion.

The most striking dispositions of the bulky Defence 
of the Realm Bill are as follows: No building may be 
erected in the frontier zone without permission from 
the authorities. A similar permission is required for 
felling timber. In that zone real estate may be appro
priated by the State, The Ministry of National De
fence may pronounce certain enterprises important to 
the defence of the realm. These will be placed under 
the control of the authorities. In the event of the 
primary administrative authorities or the police de
claring that the manager of any of these enterprises 
is not politically trustworthy, someone considered 
suitable by the authorities must be placed at the head 
of the concern. Othervise the enterprise will forfeit 
its concession or be placed under compulsory manage
ment. The manager of the enterprise is bound to dis
miss immediately any employees who have been brand
ed by the authorities, on whatsoever grounds, as poli
tically untrustworthy. Otherwise the enterprise will 
be placed under compulsory management. All this 
shows that the Bill provides the authorities with pos
sibilities innumerable of fettering economically, even
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of ruining the population of the zone along the long 
frontier of the Republic the inhabitants of which are 
almost to a man minority nationals.

PROHIBITION OF HUNGARIAN 
MUSICAL EVENING

The Eperjes (Presov) branch of the Hungarian 
Cultural Union in Slovakia applied to the district 
authorities to be allowed to arrange a musical evening 
on March 5th, in commemoration of the hundredth 
aniversary of the birth of Daniel Berzsenyi, the im
mortal Hungarian poet. Mr. Eugene Kalix, the Hun
garian professor of the German Academy of Music in 
Prague, was also invited to take part in the programme. 
The authorities in Eperjes, however, refused to con
sent because, they said, it was to be feared that this 
festival would provoke demonstrations. The Union 
appealed against this decision to the provincial office 
in Pozsony (Bratislava), but their appeal was not been 
attended to even to the very last day. Then Mr. George 
Kontsek, a Hungarian member of the provincial as
sembly in Slovakia, questioned the provincial President 
whether he intented to annul the decision taken by 
the district authorities in Eperjes, and whether he 
would be prepared to take steps towards a severe and 
unbiassed official inquiry, and to exchange the entire 
staff of the district office in Eperjes, It must be re
membered that even the Czech census of 1930 registered
937.000 Czecho-Slovak subjects of Hungarian national
ity who belong to the most valuable element of the 
population. No doubt, these Hungarians have a right 
to use their own language in satisfying thir aesthetic 
ambitions.

— y —

NO HUNGARIAN NAMES ON W AR  
MEMORIALS

The inhabitants of all races in the village of 
Csejte combined in erecting a monument in the me
mory of those villages who fell in the war. The popu
lation subscribed 3500 Crowns; but this was not 
enough to cover the costs. One of the inhabitants, M. 
Gyula Ejthey, offered the Roman Catholic parish, in 
whose churchyard the monument was to be erected, 
to defray the expenses (about 9— 10.000 Crowns) of the 
war memorial tablet of the best quality; he demanded, 
however, that the name of a relative of his, Istvan Je- 
szenszky, a Hungarian cadet who fell in the war, 
should be written on the tablet in Hungarian, because 
he was a Hungarian. The parish council accepted M. 
Ejthey's offer with the greatest pleasure, but the local 
authorities protested against the Hungarian writing 
of Istvan Jeszesznky's name on the false pretext that 
the Hungarian minority of Csejte does not reach 20%.

— y —

THE A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  D O E S  N O T  
RESPECT EVEN PROVISIONS OF 

LANGUAGE ACTS

M. George Kontsek, Hungarian member of the 
Slovak Provincial Assembly has addressed a question 
to the President of the Republic. In it he said that 
even the official census figures in 1930 showed a pro
portion of over 20% of Hungarians in the districts of 
Dunaszerdahely, firsekujvar, Feled, Galanta, Ipolysag,

Kekko, Kiralyhelmec, Komarom, Korpona, Leva, Lo- 
sonc, Nagykapos, Ogyalla, Parkany, Rozsnyo, Somor- 
ja, Sepsi, Tornaalja, Vagsellye, Verebely and Zseliz. 
These districts included fourteen in which the pro
portion of Hungarians exceeded 70% of the popula
tion, Nevertheless in most of them the courts of than 
and the authorities issued all their official writings, 
warrants, writs, notices, summonses, sentences, circ
ulars, passports, etc. in the Czech language. If any of 
the parish councils in places belonging to those 
districts attempted to move a resolution urging a 
redress of the local, district, or general language 
grievances, the notaries or the juridical authorities 
refused to allow a discussion of the motion on the 
ground that it was contrary to the law. On behalf of 
the inhabitants of about 700 Hungarian villages M. 
Kontsek asked the President whether he was pre
pared to put into execution in terms of the Language 
Act of 1920 and the Language Order of 1926 the pro
visions of the Peace Treaty of Saint Germain regard
ing rights of the Hungarian language, as incorporated 
in the Constitution of the Republic.

— y —

RUTHENIAN CLAIMS IN 
EAST-SLOVAKIA

The Treaty of Saint-Germain required the Czecho
slovak Republic to invest the Ruthenian territory 
south of the Carpathians with home-rule, The Czecho
slovak Government, however, divided the Ruthenian 
territory into two parts, attaching one half to the 
formally "autonomous” Ruthenia, and the other to 
Slovakia. Consequently, this latter half has been de
prived of every hope of self government. In this 
territory the Czecho-Slovak Census of 1930 registered 
91,079 Ruthenian inhabitants. Six Ruthenian cultural 
associations in East-Slovakia have now submitted a 
petition to the Government in which they point out 
that, whill 141,501 Germans in Slovakia have three 
secondary schools, and 33,961 Czechs and Slovaks in 
Ruthenia have three secondary schools and one train
ing school for teachers maintained by the State, the 
Ruthenians in East-Slovakia have not a single Ruthen
ian school maintained by the State. The Ruthenians 
have, therefore, decided to found a Greek Catholic 
secondary school in Eperjes and to apply for author
ization. The Hungarian Secondary Schools Act of 1883 
permitted the foundation of such schools without any 
difficulty, and mere act of its opening was enough to 
secure its authorization.

— y —

PROHIBITION OF SUDETA GERMAN 
PARTY-MEETING

In January the local branch of the Sudeta Ger
man Party informed the local Commissariat of Police 
that it intended to arrange a party meeting on May 
24th, to which the German minority would send dele
gates from all parts of the Republic. It was rumoured 
that nearly one hundred thousand Germans were ex
pected to arrive in Aussig on May 24th. The press 
of the Czech National Socialist Party and the Social
ist Party protested against this and demanded that the 
authorities should forbid both the Sudeta German 
Party meeting and the Sudeta German national week. 
— The official decision refers to certain political 
events abroad and to the delicacy of the political si
tuation. These circumstances and the general economic 
situation have such a depressing influence ou public
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opinion that it is not advisable to strengthen this feel
ing depression. After this decision was delivered to 
them, the Council of the Sudeta German Party held 
a meeting in which they expressed their displeasure 
at the fact that the local Commissariat of Police had 
refused to permit the Party meeting in spite of the 
authorities' promises.

— y —

B  T J M A N I A

NEW ANTI-MINORITY BILLS 
PRESENTED TO 

PARLIAMENT

Quite recently the Rumanian Parliament closed 
the debate on the new Criminal Code. The wording 
accepted by the Senate of § 215 thereof, which deals 
with offences against the nation, makes the spreading 
in foreign countries of false reports detrimental to the 
honour or the interests of the Rumanian nation and 
the Rumanian State, or even the colportage of reports 
which, though true, are calculated to injure the prestige 
of the Rumanian nation or the Rumanian State, punish
able by 1 to 3 years' imprisonment, a fine of from 500 
to 20.000 lei, and the suspension of political rights for 
a term of 1 to 5 years.

This clause was opposed at the meeting of the 
Senate on March 22nd 1935 by M. Elemer Gyarfas, 
Hungarian Party senator. He urged that the measure 
would do away with the possibility of laying com
plaints before the League of Nations, which was the 
legitimate means of obtaining redress guaranteed to 
the lingual and racial minorities by the minority treaty 
of December 9th 1919 and that consequently it was 
an infraction of the rights guaranteed by international 
treaty. In order to avoid all ambiguity he moved an 
amendment to the effect that the measures embodied 
in the said clause should not apply to statements and 
allegations contained in petitions to the League of 
Nations. But the Minister of Justice was not willing 
either to alter the clause, or even to make a statement 
that the measures did not apply to the carrying of 
matters before the League, i. e. to the reporting of facts 
to Geneva. He, in fact, definitely refused to make any 
statement of the 'kind.

The debate in the Senate is proof of the intentions 
lurking behind the Bill. In this connection it is neces
sary for us to know that a certain publicistic trend 
headed by M. Rudescu, a verv eminent Rumanian 
jurist who is legal adviser to the Rumanian Foreign 
Ministry, has long since been urging the imposition of 
criminal sanctions in the event of the minorities apply
ing to the League of Nations. The new measure, which 
is intended to prevent them from doing so by inflict
ing, punishment on the signatories of such complaints, 
is an explicit expression of the aims of that trend.

*
The Administration Bill at present under debate 

in the Rumanian Parliament proposes to introduce 
also measures that not only flagrantly violate the 
natural right of the people to the free use of their 
mother-tongue, but also aim at debarring the autoch
thonous minority inhabitants from sitting even on the 
parish councils. The Bill, as adopted by the Senate, 
decrees that only those who can read and write Ru
manian may be elected members of administrative 
bodies. Another measure decrees that the language of

debate at parish and county council meetings must be 
Rumanian, minutes are to be written only in Rumanian, 
and even elected councils may be dissolved, if in the 
course of proceedings a minority language is used. 
The Bill was strenuously opposed by the represent
atives of the minorities, so that the Government first 
postponed the debates on the various clauses, and then 
effected certain modifications. It is significant of con
ditions in Rumania and of the hatred entertaned there 
for the minorities, that before doing this the Govern
ment asked M. Titulescu's opinion, as in the present 
atmosphere of intolerance they were afraid to accept 
the risks attendant on a modification of the Bill.

Even in its modified form, to 'be able to read and 
write in Rumanian is sine qua non of election on the 
municipal corporations. This means that even in purely 
Hungarian towns only men who are proficient in 
Rumanian can be members of the town councils; in 
other words the members of the municipal assemblies 
must also pass the notorious language tests.

In pre-war Hungary no one ever dreamt of asking 
the elected members of the town councils to supply 
proofs orally and in writing of their proficiency in the 
language of the State. Here we recall Herr Hans Otto 
Roth’s (German Party M. P.) speech in the Rumanian 
Parliament, in which, among other things, he made a 
reference to what M. Alex. Vajda-Voivod (more than 
once Rumanian Prime Minister) said on March 20th 
1914 in the Hungarian Parliament in connection with 
the extension of the use of minority languages. In the 
course of his speech M. Vajda-Voivod declared that 
there were three official languages in use in the County 
of Brasso — Hungarian, German and Rumanian — , 
and he produced an invitation to the general meeting 
of the County Council drafted in all three languages. 
The Administration Bill gives the impression that 
complaints against the Hungarian Government put for
ward by M. Vajda-Voivod and his friends were not 
genuine, and that their demands were merely a pretext 
to create an unsympathetic feeling towards Hungary.

*

A new bill recently passed by Parliament pro
vides that those tracts of land which are in the posses
sion of the State or have been expropriated under the 
Land Reform, must not be sold without the consent of 
th Ministry. Former proprietors are authorised by the 
law to re-purchase their possessions. The law, as was 
stated by Deputy-Minister M. Cancicov, takes care 
that the land in the villages is left in the hands of 
Rumanian proprietors.

*

Gradual elimination of minorities from industrial 
profession. This is the real object of the new Trade Bill, 
which has been passed by the Rumanian Parliament, 
in spite of protests from the minority representatives. 
According to this Bill, anyone who wishes to be an 
independent tradesman has to pass an examination in 
Rumanian language and history before his qualifying 
examination. ("Deli Hirlap" March 19th), The hostile 
feeling towards the minorities may also be seen from 
a petition of the Rumanian chimney-sweepers, publish
ed in the paper called "Natiuneu Romana". Here the 
chimney-sweepers declare that their trade must not be 
left in the hands of the minorities who are the pillars 
of the old regime; and a chimney-sweeper — they say 
— can see everything, hear everything, and has free 
entrance everywhere, (“Szabadsag", March 18th).

— y —
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HAPPENINGS AT THE RUMANIAN 
STUDENTS’ CONGRESS
in  m a r o s v A s A r h e l y

In Rumania students are in the habit of holding a 
congress every year. None of these meetings pass 
without disturbances. In 1927 between December 6th 
and 8th students wrecked shop and plundered the 
Synagogues in Nagyvarad (Oradea Mare), Kolozsvar 
(Cluj), and Banffyhunyad, At the time of the stu
dents' congress in Herkulesfiirdo the Rumanian stu
dents committed a whole series of atrocities against 
the minorities.

This year the students’ congress was held in the 
Hungarian town of Marosvasarhely (Targu Mures). On 
April 4th and the next few days about two thousand 
students went by special trains to this capital of the 
Szeklers. At Sinai the students stopped the train and, 
amidst a wild volley of shots, smashed the memorial 
tablet erected at the station to Premier Duca, who 
was murdered two years ago. At other stations they 
got out of the trains and thrashed any minority citi
zens they found on the platform, or smashed the 
windows of the railway stations and of private build
ings with stones or bullets.

The newspaper reports of the happenings at the 
congress in Marosvasarhely were very strictly cen
sored, so that all that appeared in the papers was a 
bare statement that the students had arranged an 
anti-Jewish demonstration in Marosvasarhely, and 
had made a bonfire in the principal square of all the 
Jewish, "Jewish-type" newspapers, periodicals and 
books. The flames of that bonfire rose so high that the 
bells were rung, because people thought a fire had 
broken out.

The organ of the National Peasants' Party, the 
"Patria" of Kolozsvar, attacked Government bitterly 
because of the scandalous proceedings at the con
gress. According to this paper one of the resolutions 
passed by the congress declared that several active 
Rumanian politicians must be done away with. The 
students who undertook to execute this "sentence" took 
an oath before the congress to carry out the in
structions. That the Government is hand in glove with 
the extreme chauvinist of the right, is patent from the 
fact that the students of the left we re forbidden to 
hold a counter-congress in Bucharest and those who 
were to have arranged it were arrested. Because of 
the destruction of the Duca memorial tablet a section 
of the Liberal Party is dissatisfied with Government, 
which has taken no steps in connection with this act 
of vandalism; and it is not unlikely that the students’ 
congress in Marosvasarhely may lead to important 
developments in Rumania’s internal politics.

— y —

RUMANIAN PUBLICIST 
ON HOPELESSNESS OF CONDITIONS 

IN TRANSYLVANIA
The Bucharest “Adeverul” of March 22nd con

tains an article by M. Virgilius Muntean, a Rumanian 
publicist of Transylvania, entitled “The Colonial 
System” , which casts a glaring light on the treatment 
meted out to Transylvania by the Rumanian Admin
istration. According to this eminent Rumanian publi
cist, Transylvania is growing poorer and poorer day 
by day, and its people have already fallen into a 
state of "biological degeneration” . Besides suffering 
from the general economic crisis, Transylvania is 
being crushed by the special system applied to it by

the regime in Bucharest. It support of his statements 
M. Muntean gives the following data.

In the last two years 200 teachers have been 
appointed in Transylvania, but not one of them was 
a Transylvanian. Of the 1600 public servants appointed 
during the same period only 67 were Transylvanians. 
This means that the proportion of natives employed 
in Transylvania is at best no higher than the pro
portion of natives employed by the Colonial Admin
istration in India. When it came to the question of 
appointing Transylvanians, the Bucharest Administra
tion was ready with the excuse that there were no 
vacant posts and that the Budget was exhausted. And 
this, although Transylvania took the first place in 
bearing the burden of taxation, 60% of the taxes 
levied in Rumanian being paid by Transylvania. In 
spite of this the State did not contribute even a mini
mum sum towards the upkeep of the Transylvanian 
university in Kolozsvar (Cluj). It was typical of the 
situation that only 1300 of the 4000 private houses 
built in Transylvania within the past two years be
longed to Transylvanians; the rest had been built by 
Rumanians from the Regat who occupied important 
posts in Transylvania. The protection of Transylvania 
against Bucharest was today a problem of such uni
versal importance that all her inhabitants, irrespective 
of party politics, were concerned. Even the most mo
derate elements did not hesitate to declare that the 
lack of understanding on the part of the Bucharest 
Adminisration was responsible for the hopeless state 
of affairs in Transylvania.

This is what we are told by M. Muntean, who as 
a Rumanian is considered a "first-class" nation ah 
What then are the minorities — and above all the 
Hungarians — to say, who are not considered even 
„second-class" subjects? We know that M. Octavian 
Goga, former member of the Cabinet, in a recent 
speech delivered at Craiova declared that the minor
ities fell into three categories. To the first category 
belonged the Turks and Germans (Saxons and Swab
ians) , who in M. Goga's opinion were no danger to 
the Rumanians, seeing that they lived scattered all 
ever the country and had not immediate contacts with 
their racial kindred outside Rumania. The second ca
tegory embraced the Hungarians and Bulgarians, who 
owing to the geographical situation lived in immediate 
contact with their racial kin, and were therefore a 
grave menace. The third category comprised the Jews, 
v/ho were the most dangerous of all because of the 
strong and permanent links binding them to the rest 
of the Jews all the world over.

EMPLOYEES OF “ PRIVATE 
ESTATES" IN CSIK SEND A  NEW  
MEMORANDUM TO THE LEAGUE

On September 24th, 1932, the League of Nations 
Council took a decision in the matter of the "Private 
Properties" in Csik, which — representing a value of 
many hundred million lei — had taken away by the 
Government from their lawful owners. It was decided 
that the Government should restore half of the estates 
to the Hungarians in the County of Csik. Among other 
things Rumania pledged herself to pay the employees 
of the "Private Estates" the arrears of their pensions 
for the past and ther full pensions in the future. In 
1934 the Rumanian Parliament passed an Act to carry 
into effect the Council's decision; yet Rumania does 
not pay most of these pensions and treats them as 
undesirable enumbrances, though as an equivalent for 
her obligations which she undertook in Geneva she 
has sequestered 17.000 acres of forest land from the

APRIL, 1936



APRIL, 1936 D A N U J 1 I A N  R E V I E W

estates. The value of the latter amounts from 300 
to 350 million lei, while the pensions do not require 
more than 3 million lei. Out of 22 claimants only ten 
have so far received their salaries, while the other 
cases have not yet been settled. For this reason the 
last elected Director of the “Private Estates" in Csik 
has of behalf of the employees submitted a new Me
morandum to the League of Nations. This is another of 
the many instances to show that Rumanian is not will
ing to fulfil the obligations undertaken by her in the 
League of Nations.

— y —

PETdFFS MEMORIAL TABLET 
REMOVED

An arbitrary interpretation of the edict against 
Hungarian inscriptions has led to the removal of a 
memorial tablet in the city of Szatmar. The tablet had 
been placed in the wall of a house in which Petofi 
spent some time while living in Szatmar. The Hungar
ian minority in Rumania considers this step as an 
outrage on its national feelings and piety. (Temesvari 
Hirlap, March 1st, 1936.)

— y —

MINORITY PUBLIC NOTARIES AND 
DEPUTY NOTARIES REMOVED

Under the pretense of an insufficient knowledge of 
Rumanian, the Ministry of Justice recently ordered the 
removal of four minority public notaries and deputy 
notaries who had failed to subject themselves to the 
language tests. The union of public notaries in Maros- 
vasarhely, consisting of 41 members and functioning 
in an almost purely Hungarian district, has lost its 
last minority members. (Erdelyi Lapok, February 
26th, 1936. no. 46.)

GENDARME ATROCITIES AGAIN!

Recent occurrences have again directed public 
attention to the brutal conduct of the Gendarmerie, 
The inhabitants of the counties of Csik and Udvarhely
— particularly in the villages of Sim6nfalva and Ditro
— have been treated so badly that they have been 
obliged to ask the local commander for protection 
against the gendarmes. (Csiki Lapok, Febr. 23rd, 1936, 
no 8, and Szekely Kozelet, Febr. 16th, 1936.)

— y —

FOURTEEN DOMICILIARY VISITS 
AT SZATMAR

Fourteen domiciliary visits have been undertaken 
simultaneously at various Hungarian institutions and 
in the homes of various Hungarian leading personages. 
The monasteries of the Franciscans, Misericordians 
and the Jesuits have been searched, as well as the 
house of the Rev, Stephen Debreczenyi, a Protestant 
clergyman, etc. These visits were intended to prove 
that the "Kolcsey Kor” , a purely literary Hungarian 
society, has received financial help from abroad, and 
that the Hungarian Roman Catholic clergy enjoy 
similar assistance in their activities to counteract the

influence of German (Suabian) nationalist propaganda. 
{Brassoi Lapok, March 2nd, 1936.)

29

KOLOZSVAr  UNIVERSITY CLOSED

On May 12th, 1919, a company of soldiers were 
drawn up opposite the main entrance of the Kolozs- 
var “Francis Joseph" University; and the special 
police on duty called upon the Hungarian professors 
and students to leave the building. That is how Ru
mania took over the well-equipped university of 
European fame which possessed first-class clinical 
hospitals of its own and a word-famed Biological 
Institute under the control of Professor Stephen 
Apathy. That is what happened seventeen years ago. 
And now — the Senate of the University has decided 
to close the university because the Government has 
reduced the university grant to one third of its 
original amount. On April 1st the work in the clinical 
hospitals, laboratories and student welfare institutions 
was suspended. This is how Rumania treats the intel
lectual treasures which she inherited from Hungary in 
Transylvania.

— y —

YUGOSLAV SEMI-OFFICIAL ORGAN 
DEMANDS PARLIAMENTARY 

REPRESENTATION FOR SERBS IN 
RUMANIA

The Belgrade paper “Vreme" discusses in a com
plaining manner the fact that the 50.000 Serbs living 
in Rumania have no representation in the Bucharest 
Parliament. At the same time they seem to forget in 
Belgrade that the 240.000 Rumanians, 100,000 Bulgar
ians, half million Albanians, and 150,000 Turks living 
in Yugoslavia have no parliamentary representation 
whatsoever while the half million Hungarians are re
presented in the Skupstina by a Government protege 
who has no connection with the Hungarian people, 
and that the half million Germans, who are com
paratively speaking in the most favourable situation, 
have not more than two representatives in the Cham
ber of Deputies and one in the Senate; that is to say, 
18.5% of the entire population have no parliamentary 
representation whatsoever.

— y —

Y U G O S L A V I A

AUTONOMIST MOVEMENT 
IN THE VOIVODINA

Serb politicians in Belgrade view with increasing 
concern the spread and reinforcement of the autonom
ist movement in the Voivodina. Recently the official 
Government organ, the "Samouprava", launched a 
violent attack against the so-called Voivodina front, 
i. e. against the political party which demands ex
tensive autonomous rights for that district. The news
paper asks why the Voivodina never demanded 
autonomy of Wekerle or Tisza during the Hungar
ian era.

The answer is not far to seek. The Serbs in the
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Voivodina then enjoyed economic prosperity, the pos
sibilities of cultural development, and complete civil 
equality. There was no levying of disproportionate and 
unjust taxes, as there is today, and the Serbs of that 
region themselves declare that there was nothing then 
to prevent them entering the civil service. But today 
the Serbs of the Voivodina have been ejected from 
almost all the important posts to make way for offi
cials imported from Old-Serbia and Montenegro.

*

That the Serb Educational Department does not 
fulfil the obligations undertaken at the time of the 
"liberation and unification" even towards the Roman 
Catholic Slavs, is proved by the following case: On 
March 19th a delegation of two hundred people, act
ing on behalf of the Roman Catholic Parish Church 
in Zombor, saw the Mayor of that town and handed 
in a memorandum in which they begged him to order 
that writing in Latin letters should be properly taught 
at least in the elementary schools attended mostly by 
Bounyewats children; for all their prayer-books, hymn- 
books and school-books were printed in Latin cha
racters.

— y —

ATTEMPT ON LIFE OF A  MACEK  
PARTY HUNGARIAN POLITICIAN

An explosion which knocked down one of the 
walls of his waiting-room took place at noon on 
April 3rd in the flat of Dr. Ivan Nagy, a lawyer of 
Ujvidek who is one of the advocates or self-govern
ment for the Voivodina. The investigations instituted 
by the authorities reported the explosion was due to a 
gas pipe bursting, but experts from the gas-works 
could not find a leakage anywhere, so that an expla
nation must be sought elsewhere. Dr. Nagy made a 
statement before the authorities to the effect that the 
explosion was an attempt on his life and that in
quiries should be made in that direction. The ex
perience of the past makes it almost certain that these 
inquires will not lead to any positive results. It will 
be remembered that the authorities never succeeded 
in discovering the perpetrators of the bomb outrage 
against the Ujvidek Hungarian Burgesses’ Casino com
mitted a few years ago.

—  y —

HUNGARIAN LABOURERS 
DISMISSED BY AUTHORITIES
The agricultural labourers and natives of the 

Voivodina held several meetings recently to discuss 
their situation. Official data record between 75 and 
80 thousand landless agricultural labourers and natives 
in that territory, the majority of whom are of Hun
garian nationality. The labourers' delegates unani
mously established the fact that Serbs and Southern 
Slavs from other parts of the country were being 
engaged for public works, which in any case were of

rare occurrence, and even for harvesting-work. This 
was happening now, in spite of all protests on the 
part of the Labour and Trade Unions, in connection 
with the erection of the Ban's palace at Ujvidek 
(Novisad), where the minority labourers had been 
completely ingnored. The sugar refinery at Ujverbasz 
(Novivrbas) had also been obliged, by the pressure 
brought to bear on it by the authorities, to dismiss 
most of its Hungarian hands, and employ instead 
Slavs from Slovenia and Lika.

—y—

MINORITY CLAIMANTS STILL CUT 
OFF FROM BENEFITS OF LAND 

REFORM
March of 10th M. Swetozar Stankovitch, Minister 

of Agriculture, speaking in the Skupstina declared 
that as many war volunteers (dobrovoljaci) as possible 
must be settled in the northern part of the country, 
chiefly from considerations of national defence. The
30.000 cadastral acres of arable land known as the 
Pancsova Meadow, for instance, will be distributed 
among 4.000 war volunteers in 1937 and 1938. When 
they have been put in possession of that area there 
will, according to the Minister's computation, be only 
another 4.000 war volunteers left for the Government 
to give land to. This further distribution of land, which 
will be effected by expropriation, will take place, like 
those preceding it, to the complete exclusion of the 
minority landless elements. Their number in the Dan
ube Banate has been estimated by the social depart
ment of the Banate Office at 75.000. Mut M. Milivoi 
Shabitz, former departmental chef in the Ministry of 
Commerce, has shown in a book published in the 
autumn of 1932 that there are 120.000 landless agri
cultural labourers in the Danube Banate, about three- 
fourths of whom are Hungarians by nationality. The 
fact that this considerable fraction of the Hungarians 
in Yugoslavia are entirely cut off from the "blessings" 
of the Land Reform, is sufficient to reveal to foreign 
opinion the real intentions of the land reform which 
Yugoslavia would make to be social in character.

-  y —

INTOXICATED POLICE-OFFICER 
DISTURBS MASS

In 6-Kanizsa (Stara Kanjiza) an almost purely 
Hungarian town, Svetobar Popovic, a Serb police of
ficial, when drunk, went on April 4th to the Catholic 
church, where mass was just being said. Here he 
threatened the congregation with his stick and created 
such a disturbance that it was impossible to continue 
the mass. He put policement armed with bayonets 
outside the doors, so that the priest and the congre
gation could not leave the church. The Prefect of 
Police then arrived and led the man out of the church. 
After this the drunken police officer went home and 
beat his Hungarian landlord and his servant.

— y —




