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HUNGARY AND THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS
by

C o u n t S tep h en  B e th len
former Prime Minister

In connection with the Abyssinian conflict Hun
gary declined to take part in the “ sanctions" 
instituted against Italy by the League of Na
tions —  a procedure which has in many foreign 

countries been regarded with disfavour. W e have 
been reproached for having flouted the funda
mental ideas of the League of Nations, for having 
proved traitors to the cause of peace and for 
showing ingratitude towards the League despite 
the enormous debt which we owe that Institution; 
and some people have gone even so far as to say 
that we are anxious to "fish in troubled waters" 
and that we are undoubtedly working in secret to 
bring about a coalition by the aid of which we 
would forcibly change the present map of Europe.

In answer to these charges Francis Herczeg 
wrote an article in the "Pesti Hirlap“* in which he 
defended the attitude of Hungary and endeavour
ed to explain the motives —  sentimental and such 
as concerned our national honour —  which had 
impelled the Hungarian Government, with the 
unanimous approval of the Hungarian nation, to 
take the step in question. To Herczeg's words I 
have nothing to add and nothing to take from 
them; for they were a classical expression of the 
feelings rooted deep in the soul of every Hun
garian.

That I nevertheless return to the question is 
simply to enable me to throw light on the matter 
from an entirely different —  from its political —  
side; that being by no means superfluous, seeing 
that —  apart from the sentimental moments 
alluded to above, which made it impossible for 
us to take any other decision —  the charges which 
have been brought against us betray an utter 
misunderstanding of the considerations guiding 
Hungary’s League of Nations policy. To begin 
with, there cannot be the remotest doubt that 
Hungary's League of Nations policy —  as that 
of any other European State —  has for its 
principal object the maintenance of peace. And if 
the Hungarian Government on the occasion of the 
present conflict came to conclusions differing from 
those drawn by other governments, the only

* This refers to the eminent writer's article "Hungary 
at Geneva", published in English in the October 15., issue 
of the Pesti Hirlap, which is already familiar to the English- 
speaking world.

question is which of the two political tendencies is 
ultimately better calculated to further the cause 
of peace?

If we would explain Hungary's League of 
Nations policy, we must first investigate the extent 
to which the League itself or rather the European 
Powers have endeavoured to bring about security 
in Europe and a lasting peace, as also inquire into 
the causes —  the omissions committed by the 
League —  responsible for the present conflict.

The starting-point —  and the Bible —  of the 
peace policy of the victorious European States is 
the Covenant of the League of Nations. So far 
that Covenant has been responsible for establish
ing three main guarantees of world peace.

The first of these guarantees is the obligation 
incumbent upon all Members of the League "to 
respect and preserve as against external aggression 
the territorial integrity and existing political in
dependence of all Members of the League"; while 
it is agreed that "if there should arise between 
them any dispute likely to lead to a rupture” , the 
matter shall —  under Articles 12— 18 of the Cov
enant —  be submitted either to arbitration or the 
Hague International Arbitral Tribunal or to the 
Council and General Assembly of the League.

The second of these guarantees consists in 
the obligation undertaken by Members under 
Articles 8— 9 of the Covenant in respect of 
general, proportionate disarmament.

Finally, —  a guarantee which the political 
public opinion of Hungary regards as just as 
necessary and indispensable a pillar of peace —  
we have Article 19 of the Covenant, which pro
vides that "the Assembly may from time to time 
advise the reconsideration by Members of the 
League of treaties which have become inap
plicable" —  i. e. of agreements which have failed 
to keep pace with the progress of events —  "and 
the consideration of international conditions whose 
continuance might endanger the peace of the 
world.”

The Covenant of the League of Nations there
fore has reared its own peace fabric on the basis 
of three various provisions in respect of the re
lative importance of which no differentiation is 
made in the Covenant, which does not establish 
any order of precedence or determine the relation 
of these stipulations to one another, —  that
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making it absolutely indubitable that the Covenant 
attaches the same importance to all three.

W hen we investigate these three provisions of 
the Covenant from the theoretical point of view, 
we can have no doubt whatsoever that peace can
not be regarded as really ensured unless the con
ceptions included in all three groups alike are 
applied in practice too. Particularly inadequate is 
the adjustment of the questions in the first group
—  viz. of the collective guarantees of peace — , 
more especially that of the defence of the existing 
legal order even by means of far-reaching 
"sanctions". For unless provision in made simul
taneously for the possibility of amending the exist
ing legal order in keeping with the changing cond
itions of the world and of replacing agreements 
which have proved inopportune or injurious or un
just by others of a more opportune or more useful 
or fairer character, not even the strictest "sanc
tions" instituted to safeguard the existing state 
of things will be able definitively to secure peace
—  may indeed prove detrimental to that state — , 
for that would be equivalent to an attempt to 
stabilise a state of things which it is an injustice to 
preserve —  a state of things which only a war will 
enable nations whose rights or vital interests have 
been outraged to change or amend. However, 
equally inadequate are the first two inter-comple
mentary provisions combined to definitively ensure 
peace, because unless the reduction of armaments 
is effected on an even larger scale, the very strong 
nations will always be able to exploit favourable 
international situations for the purpose of realising 
their imperialistic aims.

Consequently, that peace policy which is not 
prepared to develop simultaneously and parallel 
these three pillars of peace —  which are insepar
able and coordinate and intercomplementary and if 
taken individually are of very problematical value 
— , but fastens on one of these provisions only at 
random (e. g. desires to make the application of 
"sanctions" of paramount importance), —  that 
peace policy may for a brief moment be succesful, 
but is far more in the service of the dictatorship 
of the persons bent on preserving the present 
state of things at all costs than of a definitive and 
lasting peace, such a peace being feasible only on 
the basis of a compromise between the just and 
legitimate interests of all nations alike. Now a 
peace policy of the kind just described not only 
fails to further such a compromise, but actually 
proves an obstacle calculated to delay the ma
terialisation of peace and even to make it illusory.

Let us see which way has so far been chosen 
by the League of Nations! To prevent any con
fusion of ideas I would by the way observe that 
there is no separate moral corporation or group 
of Powers with a sovereignty of its own outside 
the Member States deserving the name of League 
of Nations; for the Member States of the League 
have really kept their full sovereignty intact and 
only a certain agreement exists regulating co
operation between them in the interests of peace. 
This agreement is the Covenant of the League of 
Nations, which is therefore merely an international 
convention similar to all other such agreements. 
A s a consequence the League of Nations does not

possess any sovereignty independently of the 
Member States; nor has it a policy of its own. The 
policy of the League is nothing more or less than 
the policy of the totality or majority of the Mem
ber States or o f the Member States which are most 
powerful. A s a consequence, a State which defies 
the policy of the majority of the League or of the 
more powerful Member States does not thereby 
adopt an attitude antagonistic to the League or 
to the ideas which the League represents; it is not 
guilty of anti-League conduct or of flouting the 
Covenant: it merely acts in the spirit of the Cov
enant and conforms to that spirit by displaying an 
activity in keeping with its sovereignty. Just as 
we cannot charge the Opposition of antagonism 
to parliamentarism or to the parliamentary form 
of government simply for voting against the ma
jority in some concrete question, we cannot accuse 
of disrespect for the idea of the League of Nations 
a State which regards as judicious and opportune 
a policy of peace not coinciding with that of the 
majority of the Member States and for that reason 
openly votes against the decisions taken by the 
majority, which it may actually consider detri
mental to the paramount interest of peace.

Now let us see what the leading European 
Powers have so far done to provide that the three 
chief guarantees of peace referred to above —  
which are of no value from the point of view of 
world peace unless applied in combination and in 
harmonious co-operation —  shall be separated 
from the dead letters of the League of Nations 
Covenant and converted into living realities in 
international life?

Nearly sixteen years have passed since the 
League of Nations Covenant was signed; and 
during that whole period the victorious Powers 
have utilised every minute to invent some new 
guarantee for the preservation of the existing 
international legal order and to attempt to put 
that guarantee into practice.

Mush less —  apart from a single heroic at
tempt —  has been done towards carrying disarma
ment into effect. And when it became evident that 
no disarmanent could be realised without accord
ing the defeated States equal rights, instead of 
declaring equality of rights the Powers concerned 
merely dropped the questions of disarmament 
altogether. So, not only did the victorious count
ries definitively abandon this second guarantee of 
peace altogether, but they at once launched into 
an armament competition which history teaches 
us most sooner or later without fail lead to war.

And, finally, during this long period of nearly 
sixteen years not a single attempt has been made 
under Article 19 to divert the dynamic forces 
likely to threaten peace into the proper channel. 
The whole world has refused to hear of the pos
sibility of a revision of the unjust and intolerable 
conditions at present in existence. The greatest 
care was shown in avoiding even the determina
tion of the signification and of the conditions of 
application of Article 19 and the final drafting 
of the relevant rules of procedure; indeed, those 
who —  like we Hungarians —  presumed merely 
to mention Article 19 were exposed to direct per
secution and open threats; and we were pointed
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at as being unruly elements. We were actually 
menaced with a threat of war if we asked for a 
revision under that Article; for —  we were told
—  our procedure would have been equivalent to 
a breach of peace, whereas it is evident that 
according to the Covenant of the League of 
Nations that threat itself was the real danger to 
peace; and in the given case it is we who are 
entitled under Article 11 of the Covenant to claim 
the assistance of the Member States. Many pro
visions of the treaties of peace have since they 
were ratified actually been subjected to a revision,
—  though only via facti (in the form of faits 
accomplis brought about by Germany) and in no 
single case as the result of procedure carried out 
within the League itself under Article 19 of the 
Covenant, such an issue being succesfully and 
carefully avoided lest it should constitute a pre
cedent.

From what has been said it will be seen that 
the sublime duty incumbent upon the League of 
Nations of providing that the peace of the world 
shall be safeguarded against all contingencies by 
practical guarantees, is interpreted absolutely one- 
sidedly by the Powers playing a leading role in 
the League, which have at all times attempted 
one-sidedly and unfairly to carry out that duty in 
practice, having devoted all their time and their 
energy really to maintaining the international 
status quo and to safeguarding it by the aid of 
"sanctions". Not only did they forget that —  as 
already acknowledged in theory —  the world is 
not static but is subject to evolution and that a 
certain scope must be given to the play of the 
dynamic forces, as also that no peace work can 
be lasting which does not rest on elastic founda
tions; they went actually so far as consciously to 
prevent the possibility of drawing the natural 
conclusions. The sole object of all the attempts so 
far made by them has been to as far as possible 
stabilise present conditions and to ensure those 
conditions being maintained ad infinitum. As a 
result, the endeavour to ensure the immunity of 
the status quo of the Paris treaties of peace has 
a history of almost sixteen years already; while the 
League of Nations has devoted its whole time and 
its political energy practically exclusively to the 
solution of this problem.

The League of Nations Covenant certainly 
does show two deficiencies in this respect —  de
ficiencies which the victorious States have made it 
their prime object to supply. In terms of paragraph
7. of Article 15, if the report of the Council relating 
to a dispute between two Member States is not 
unanimously agreed to but is merely passed by a 
majority of votes, the parties to the dispute are 
not required to conform to the terms of the re
port of the Council, but ,,reserve to themselves the 
right to take such action as they shall consider 
necessary" —  that meaning that they may even 
go to war. The other deficiency in the texture of 
the Covenant in the said respect is due to it being 
left to the discretion of each several Member 
State to decide which of the various (economic, 
financial or military) "sanctions" instituted against 
the covenant-breaking Member by the Council it

will co-operate in or rather to determine which 
of the "sanctions" it is unwilling to carry into 
effect, so that as a consequence it may easily hap
pen that the "sanctions" prove absolutely futile.

To supply these deficiencies those States 
which are the usufructuaries of the Paris treaties 
of peace have during the past sixteen years been 
submitting all kinds of proposals and suggesting 
a series of different methods for the purpose. The 
endeavours of these Powers have crystallised 
successively in three divergent directions.

The first proposal aiming at securing the 
status quo against all attacks was made in 1924 
in Geneva by France acting in agreement with 
the British Labour Government then in power. 
The result of this effort is known as the 1924 
Geneva Draft Protocol. In this draft it was pro
posed to define who was the aggressor in any 
given case; and all the Member States were to be 
required to enforce automatically against the 
offender the various economic and military 
"sanctions"; indeed there was a scheme to organise 
an army to be at the service, of the League of 
Nations. However the scheme was frustrated by 
the objections put forward by Great Britain. For 
the Conservative Government which then came 
into power as the result of the victory of the Con
servative Party at the general elections refused 
to engage the military forces of Great Britain in 
any European conflict necessitating other measures 
than the safeguarding of the Rhine front.

Therefore, as a consequence of this change of 
attitude on the part of Great Britain what it had 
been proposed to ensure under a general pro
tocol (the Geneva Protocol) binding on all Mem
ber States alike and referring in its details to 
certain zones of Europe which were threatened, 
the States in question endeavoured to put into 
practice — with the co-operation of the small 
number of countries concerned in those zones — 
by means of so-called regional treaties. The first 
"regional" treaty of the kind to come into exist
ence was that of Locarno, drafted for the pro
tection of the Rhine frontier. Subsequently, for 
years Europe witnessed a constant endeavour to 
conclude agreements similar to that of Locarno, 
— for the purpose of definitively settling the 
question of Germany's eastern frontiers, of dis
arming the "revindication" ambitions of Bulgaria 
in the Balkans, of securing the new Danube 
boundaries between Hungary and her neighbours, 
of safeguarding the independence of Austria, etc. 
The reason why all these attempts failed was that 
the only States really interested in concluding 
such treaties were those desirous to maintain the 
status quo. On the other hand those countries 
which had been most seriously affected by the 
injustices of the treaties of peace naturally refused 
to hear of anything of the sort until the League of 
Nations had provided for Article 19 of the Cov
enant being also made really applicable in pract
ice, thereby opening the way to a revision of the 
treaties already concluded; for it was evident that 
if they too were prepared to ensure the status 
quo by the introduction of "sanctions" Article 19 
would remain a dead letter for all time.
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As soon as the futility of these attempts be
came evident, the victorious European States re
sorted to a new method. Seeing that the States on 
the other side were not to be prevailed upon to 
conclude the regional treaties suggested by them, 
they set to work, to the exclusion of the defeated 
countries, to make so-called "mutual assistance”  
agreements with one another, these agreements 
being in reality nothing more or less than the old 
defensive alliances in a League of Nations dress. 
In these treaties the contracting Parties instituted 
a system of joint defence against attack in the 
form of participation in League o f Nations 
"sanctions"; the contracting Parties reciprocally 
undertaking in advance an obligation to take part. 
Treaties of the kind are the agreements concluded 
during the past year between France and Russia 
and between Russia and Czecho-Slovakia respect
ively, as also the Balkan Pact; though these 
treaties differ in form only from the earlier Little 
Entente-Franco-Polish and Franco-Little Entente 
treaties, which were concluded however without it 
being thought necessary to use the League of 
Nations camouflage.

As may be seen from what has been said 
above, the diplomatic efforts made during a period 
of more than fifteen years for the purpose of 
establishing a collective security have proved un
able to bridge over the differences of opinion in 
the League itself between the victorious and the 
defeated States, or to bring about a compromise 
resulting in a universal formula suitable for inclu
sion in the Covenant and calculated to satisfy both 
parties. To all appearances the failure of these 
efforts was due to the resistance of the defeated 
countries; but they were bound to fail in any case 
seeing that the victors on their part too rigidly 
persisted in refusing to comply with the natural 
demand of the defeated States that the establish
ment of collective security should be accompanied 
by provision being made for the other guarantee 
of peace contained in Article 19 being converted 
into a living reality and for the enforcement of 
that guarantee being safeguarded by the applica
tion of similar "sanctions" and provisos.

Little Hungary —  one of the defeated States 
—  in her passive struggle against the Danube Pact 
proposed by the Little Entente and against the 
system of collective " sanctions", was not in the 
very least guided by any hidden intention of pre
paring for some warlike adventure; what really 
underlay her action was the simple, logical con
sideration that if in a treaty undertaken volun
tarily she acknowledged and guaranteed her 
neighbours the frontiers allotted them in the 
Treaty of Trianon, she would be once for all re
nouncing all claim to have those frontiers changed 
by peaceful means too, while by spontaneously 
consenting to the securing of the status auo by all 
and every conceivable means, she would herself 
be voluntarily removing from the minds of the 
Parties on the other side the last psychological 
cause calculated to persuade them at any time to 
consent to the putting into practice of Article 19 
of the Covenant of the League of Nations.

For these reasons — in my opinion — neither

Hungary nor any of the defeated States will be 
able to consent to the "sanctions" contained in 
Article 16 of the League of Nations Covenant 
being made automatic in character so long as there 
is no change in the situation in respect of Article 
19. Should these States agree, it might happen, 
for instance, that in a given case Hungary would 
be compelled to take part in "sanctions" enforced 
by the League of Nations to safeguard unjust pro
visions of the treaties of peace or to maintain 
some other injustice —  even, maybe, against one 
or other of the defeated States. No nation in the 
world woud be prepared to deny itself or its 
conviction to that extent. Should any Government 
decide to take a step of the kind, the indignation 
of the public opinion of the country would im
mediately sweep it out of existence. Or, a Govern
ment making promises to that effect for the future 
would be acting in ill faith, giving undertakings 
which it knew it would be unable in any given case 
to fulfil.

The victorious States must after all realise 
that in the League of Nations policy of Hungary 
(and indeed in the peace policy of all the defeated 
States generally, though perhaps the other count
ries do not stress the point so unequivocally as 
we do) the idea of collective security is inse
parable from the possibility of a revision based 
upon Article 19 of the Covenant, and cannot be 
solved or realised except simultaneously and in 
combination with the terms of that Article. To 
my mind it is far more honest and straightforward 
to say so openly and frankly than to keep silent 
on the point and leave room for doubts as to the 
sincerity of our love of peace. The reason why the 
malicious propaganda of our neighbours has so 
often been able to persuade the world to suspect 
the sincerity of Hungary's love of peace is that they 
have explained our attitude to mean that we are 
opposed at all costs to the idea of peace being 
secured by collective measures and automatic 
"sanctions"; whereas the truth is that we would 
be only too ready to support the scheme the 
moment we saw that there was a possibility of 
eliminating the injustices of the existing legal 
order by the enforcement —  simultaneously and 
pari passu —  of Article 19 of the Covenant, that 
leading in its turn to the possibility of opening 
the safety valve of the super-heated European 
boiler.

If that is done, Hungary will undoubtedly be 
the foremost champion of the idea of collective 
security; and in this respect we should not be 
merely following those States formed on the outs
kirts of Hungary which, though figuring as the 
champions of collective securitv, in the event of 
our being attacked by one or other of their Allies 
would —  as we know well enough, having ex
perienced the fact at our expense in the past —  
not hasten to defend us as provided in the 
statutes relating to collective security —  and 
would not apply the "sanctions" against their A l
lies —  but would on the contrary combine with 
that Ally to attack us and would assist the ag
gressor to make short work of us.
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Today we cannot really be naiv enough to 
advance even the slightest amount of credit on this 
point.

It follows, therefore, that until the situation 
changes it is the vital interest of Hungary that she 
should reserve her liberty of action in respect of 
all and every kind of collective " sanction”  and 
that in every similar given case she should use 
her discretion in weighing the circumstances. 
W here she is convinced that recourse should and 
might have been had to Article 19 to adjust the 
matter in question, she must not lend a helping 
hand to prevent the redress of injustices except

by war. In my opinion this is the only rational 
peace policy too, — not that policy which does 
not make it possible institutionally to adjust by 
peaceful means, within the League of Nations it
self, questions brought to the surface by life or to 
subject to a revision existing conditions of an in
jurious character, but on the contrary proposes to 
employ punitive expeditions for the purpose of 
maintaining at all costs conditions which are un
just and prejudice the legitimate interests of the 
nations.

Such a peace policy must sooner or later lead 
to bloody conflicts and to war.

7

OUR GOOD FRIENDS
by

F r a n c is  H e r c z e g

Dr. Frederick Llewellyn-Jones, Member of the 
British House of Commons, has sent —  
through the Hungarian Telegraph Bureau —  
a message to the Hungarian public to the 

effect that in view of his advanced age he does not 
intend to stand again for Parliament and proposes 
to utilise the leisure which he will gain thereby for 
the purpose of making a long stay in Hungary, 
learning our language and enlightening his British 
compatriots “ concerning the glorious past, dark 
present and —  it is to be hoped —  brilliant future 
of Hungary"; and in conclusion assures us that he 
feels convinced that the friendship between Hun
gary and Great Britain will triumphantly outlive 
the strain of the League of Nations sanctions.

This eminent Member of the British Liberal 
Party feels impelled to inform us of his future 
plans and to re-assure Hungarian public opinion 
respecting the effects of the present international 
complications. His statement characteristically 
illustrates the close ties binding this eminent man 
to our nation; and is peculiarly opportune in the 
present uncertainty of the European situation.

Dr. Llewellyn-Jones played a decisive role in 
the formation of the hungarophile Group of the 
British House of Commons; he has many personal 
friends in our country: and we may safely say that 
he commands the respect of every Hungarian. He 
came to Hungary twice during the year 1933: in 
1934 he again visited this country; and in Sept
ember, 1935, he represented the University of 
W ales at the Tercentenary celebrations of the 
Budapest ’ ’Peter Pazmany" University of Sciences.

He has repeatedly given lectures in Budapest, 
Debrecen, Szeged, Sz6kesfehervar and P6cs. In 
1933 the P6cs ’ ’Elizabeth" University of Sciences 
—  "in full consciousness of its national aims and 
mission, which have impelled it to lower the flag 
of the highest scientific appreciation before the 
zealous apostles of the idea of revision" —  in

corporated Llewellyn-Jones as Doctor honoris 
cousa of Political Science.

This gifted authority on public law takes a 
special interest in the lot of the Hungarian minor
ities: and he has become a leading expert in 
questions of the kind. As he himself says, his 
susceptibility on this point is innate in him, for as 
a Welshman —  and therefore a Celt —  by race 
he belongs to one of the ethnical minorities of the 
British Empire. During his visits to Hungary he 
must have become conscious of the difference 
between sharing the lot of a minority in a highly 
cultured country and being a member of a minority 
subjected to one or other of the Little Entente 
States.

We cannot but regard Dr. Llewellyn-Jones's 
creed of revision for Hungary — like the profes
sions of a similar tenor made by so many other 
West Europeans and Americans — as an echo of 
the voice of civilisation. Men and women with an 
enhanced feeling of responsibility — men and 
women who doubtless represent the elite of the 
present generation — are unable to rest content 
with the glory and security of their own nations, 
but feel impelled to humanly espouse the cause 
of those which are suffering injustice. Surely 
nothing could be better calculated to save 
European civilisation from disaster than sublime 
thought of this kind.

And that this spirit —  despite international 
complications and crises —  is continually making 
headway and that its advance cannot be checked 
by any diplomatic tricks or armaments or coven
ants or alliances, is shown also by the data con
tained in an article which appeared in the October 
28th. issue of the Bucharest ’ ’Universul” :

"According to the Rumanian journal entitled 
"Am erica" which appears in Cleveland (U. S. A .)"  
—  so writes the "Universul" —  "a resolution in 
favour of a revision of the Treaty of Trianon and



in support of the Hungarian cause has been signed 
by a large number of prominent politicians, muni
cipal leaders and journalists —  e. g. by the Penn
sylvanian Senator Davis, by M. W . Richard, Mayor 
of Muskegon, by Edward Lorenz, Mayor of 
Hammond (Indiana), by the mayors of several towns 
in W est Virginia, and by the editors of the most 
important papers of the various States. In East 
Chicago, where there is a Rumanian colony, last 
month a hungarophile meeting was held at which 
T. Schulte, a popular politician hailing from the 
district, made a speech very violently attacking 
Rumania, Czecho-Slovakia and Yugoslavia. A c 
cording to Schulte the Little Entente States are 
in possession of territories which legally belong to 
Hungary and must in the near future be returned, 
that being the only possible means of restoring 
the peace and the equilibrium of Central Europe,

"W e would remind our readers" —  continues 
the Bucharest journal —  ' that only a few years 
ago Senator Borah, in an interview given to the 
Press Association, which interview was reproduced 
and commented on by all foreign newspapers, 
categorically adopted an aititude in favour of a 
revision of the Treaty of Trianon, basing his 
thesis on Article 19 of the notorious (sic!) C o
venant of the League of Nations."

Later on the "Universul” writes: —
"The "Am erica", which has an intimate 

knowledge of the effect produced in America by 
Hungarian propaganda, expresses grave misgivings 
on account of the large number of politicians, 
journalists and persons occupying a distinguished 
place in society who have voted in favour of a 
revision of the Treaty of Trianon and have 
espoused the cause of Hungary". (As is well 
known, recently another 350.000 American citizens 
signed the revision memorandum).

"The war was not yet over” —  continues the 
paper —  "when in reply to the intervention of 
President Wilson the American Government 
organised a committee of experts to investigate the 
question of the peace conditions for Central and 
Eastern Europe on the basis of the principles of 
"nationality" and of the right of self-determination. 
A fter functioning for a few months the committee 
drafted a report suggesting a scheme for the ter
ritorial partition of Austria-Hungary, Germany 
and Russia in keeping with the Wilsonian princ
iples. W e would draw our readers' attention to 
one important point, —  to the fact that not a 
single European (Rumanian, Pole, Czecho-Slovak 
or Yugoslav) was consulted or examined by the 
American Experts, so that the latter did not allow 
themselves to be influenced in their work by any 
of the interested parties."

s

That is what the Rumanian paper has to say. 
We canot help being interested in the consistent 
manner in which — like the wolf in the fable — 
the editor of the "Universul" (and in all probability 
many other Rumanians too) regards the subjection 
— without consulting the wishes of the persons 
concerned — of nearly four million Hungarians to 
a foreign yoke as the triumph of the "nationality" 
principle and the right of self-determination.

A s for the manner in which the American 
"experts" co-operated in the work of drafting the 

Treaty of Trianon, we would offer our readers a 
characteristic illustration of their activity. On 
February 20th., 1919, two "Am erican" commis
sioners put up at the hotel in Kassa then bearing 
the name of "Schalkhaz"; they had been sent to 
study on the spot ethnical conditions for the pur
pose of demarcating the frontiers. The names of 
the two "Yankees" were John Karmenin and 
Robert Kamev; they were both Czechs who had 
emigrated to America and had been entrusted with 
the work of investigation as the result of a little 
piece of "sharping" on the part of Dr. Benes. 
iNaturally the territorial expansion of Bohemia 
was of tar more importance for the two Czechs 
than the personal honour of President Wilson. 
They never left Kassa and did all their "investi
gations on the spot" and drafted their "expert" 
report in the "Schalkhaz” . On February 23rd. they 
spirited themselves away from Kassa.

This is the origin of the territorial provisions 
of the Treaty of Trianon: it goes without saying, 
of course, that no one in Hungary takes these 
provisions seriously, and that no one believes in 
their being of a permanent character —  perhaps 
even the Universul" is sceptical on that point. 
American public opinion, which was at the time 
cajoled and taken in in the most dastardly manner, 
is beginning to see straight in the matter; and the 
Anglo-Saxon character will see to it that that 
public opinion draws its own conclusions from the 
truth it has discovered.

The revision movement — which certain 
Little Entente politicians find to be such a 
nuisance — is not doing any "propaganda" what
soever: its whole activity being confined to in
forming inquirers of the pure and simple truth. It 
is not engaged in persuading, only in informing. 
A  very considerable share of this work is being 
done by Llewellyn-Jones and those Western 
European and American men of eminence who are 
of the same mind. They are inspired in their work 
by the consciousness that their efforts are being 
made not only on behalf of an unjustly oppressed 
people, but also in the cause of European 
civilisation.
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HOW HISTORY IS BEING FORGED IN 
CONNECTION WITH CARDINAL PAZMAn Y’S

UNIVERSITY
by

D r . J u l iu s  K o m i s
Rector o f the Budapest Royal Hungarian “Peter Pazmany“  University o f Sciences

Nol long ago the Budapest University celebrated 
— with a brilliance in keeping with the inter
national gathering present — the Tercentenary 
of its foundation. From the University of Iceland 

to the University of Cape Town, from the Stanford 
University in California to the Pendsal University in 
India, most of the universities and academies of the 
world were present at our celebrations either in the 
person of a delegate or in the form of addresses. Car
dinal Peter Pazmany founded our university at Nagy- 
szombat, whence Queen Maria Theresa transferred it to 
Buda in 1777, Last Sunday the Czechs also celebrated 
the foundation of the university at Nagyszombat in the 
presence of the Prague Minister of Education, the Rect
ors of the Prague, Briinn, Olmiitz and Pozsony univer
sities, representatives of the French, Polish and Yugo
slav Legations, the Bulgarian Consul and Bishop Jan- 
tauch. A memorial tablet was placed on the wall of the 
old university building and was unveiled. The Czecho
slovak Minister of Education himself — Dr. Krcmar — 
made a temperate speech, in which he admitted that 
the principle of legal continuity did furnish a 
historical basis for the celebrations of the Budapest 
University. On the other hand, he said, the Czechs 
too were entitled to celebrate, seeing that during the 
hundred and forty-two years of its existence the 
Nagyszombat University had laid the foundations of 
the intellectual development of Slovakia.

However, these Nagyszombat celebrations once 
more gave the Czech Press an opportunity to 
emphasise practically in chorus that Cardinal Peter 
Pazmany had not the remotest intention of founding 
a Hungarian university. In the beginning — the Czech 
Press asserted — both the professors and the students 
of this university were Slovaks and Czechs. "In the 
Nagyszombat University” — so writes the ’’Ndrodni 
Listy", M. Kramar's organ — "the work done was 
to further Slav intellectual co-operation. At that time 
the cultural connections between the Slovaks and the 
Czechs were infinitely closer than those between 
Slovaks and Hungarians. The University Press pro
duced far more books written in a Slav language 
(Slovak, Czech, Croatian, Slovene and Ruthenian) than 
books written in Hungarian, This place was the scene 
of co-operation between the Slavs and the Rumanians 
(sic!).” According to the "Lidov6 Noviny" "the first 
professor who lectured from a professorial chair in 
the Nagyszombat University was a Slovak named 
Palkovics".

How much truth is there in all this when judged 
in the light of historical facts that can be proved, and 
not in that of a fantasy busy to falsify history and 
adjust it to the political exigences of the moment?

It is a grave calumny to assert that the pure 
Magyar Pazmany, who devoted his whole life to serv
ing the cause of the Hungarians with the zeal of 
race-consciousness and who was the founder of lite
rary Hungarian, had any wish to found a non-Magyar 
university. In his charter of foundation he emphasises 
the fact that the scheme of founding a university 
sprang from the endeavour on his part "to serve the 
dignity of the noble Hungarian nation" ( ”nobilissimae 
gentis Hungaricae”) He stresses the fact that in 
making this decision he "was inspired by a pure and 
sincere desire to further the Catholic faith and to 
advance his dearest country” ( ’’patriae charissimae 
sublevandae”). What nation can he have been think
ing of, if not of the Hungarian, when he tells us in 
his deed of foundation that he desired to lay the 
foundations of a university "in which the soul of this 
warlike nation may be softened and made fit to ad
minister Church and State” ? Why does he emphasise 
with particular point that he was establishing this 
university "for the development of Hungarian culture" 
( ’’ad culturam Ungariae”), if his object was to found 
a Slav university?

In the days when Pazmany lived there was no 
such thing as a "nationality question” in the modern 
sense of the term; Magyars, Slovaks, Croatians and 
Germans lived peacefully side by side. Pazmany's 
ward, Nicholas Zrinyi, a Croatian, was the most de
voted Hungarian, his motto being ’’beware of injuring 
a Magyar!” But Pazmany even in those early days 
took good care to safeguard the primacy of the Ma
gyars, In the deed of endowment of the Pazmaneum 
in Vienna he provided that the bulk of the students 
should be Magyars, though Slovaks and Croatians too 
might be admitted, and those Germans only who had 
been born in Hungary. As a true shepherd of souls, he 
was naturally attached to the honest Slovak people. 
When the Slovak church in Nagyszombat proved too 
small, he ordained that Slovak services should be 
celebrated in the Franciscan Church as a mark of his 
affection for the Natio Sclavonica, thus enabling the 
latter to satisfy its spiritual needs in its own tongue. 
Is not this fact a further proof that the other (non- 
Magyar) peoples living in Hungary have never been 
oppressed even by representatives of the Magyars with
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such vehement racial feelings as Pazmany? Or today, 
under existing political conditions, can we beiieve our 
eyes when we read that Pazmany, the Magyar prelate, 
on the occasion of a sojourn in Pome, wrote a letter 
to Pope Urban Vlil. earnestly requesting the Holy 
Father to restore to the Prague University the right 
of graduation which had been suspended for seven 
years as a consequence ot the religious wars in 
bohemia? (Pazmany’s Correspondence, Vol, Ii„ 
p. 285),

Nor can the fact that it was founded at Nagy- 
szombat be utilised for the purpose ot documenting 
the blav character or spirit ot razmany's university. 
It was oniy natural that the Hungarian Primate who 
had been driven out ot tsztergom, then in Turkish 
hands, should establish his university at Nagyszombat, 
where he had provisionally taken up his residence, 
seeing that buda, the old Capital of vne country, was 
also occupied by the lurks, that he aid not choose 
Pozsony, was probably due to his being deterred by 
the fact that the character of that city was at the time 
predominantly Protestant, Bu he himself, in his deed 
of foundation, emphasised that in the event of the 
liberation of the country from the Turkish yoke the 
university might transfer its seat to a "more suitable 
town" ( ”opportunioris urbis J. Peculiar interest attaches 
to the historical tact — a characteristic moment in 
this connection — that when, alter it had been opened, 
the university was still without a separate building, 
Canon George Soos (a Magyar) ottered the university 
the use of his house.

Were the professors of the university really 
Slavs? In those days the Jesuit Order in Hungary 
consisted predominantly of nobles — indeed, of 
aristocrats. This fact is emphasised by Pazmany in 
his speech at the 1608 Parliament in opposition to the 
Protestant Estates who proposed to expel the Jesuits 
from the country, — asking them how they would de
prive of their privileges — without a decision of a 
court of law — the Jesuits, who were Hungarian 
nobles? To do so would be to undermine the very 
foundations of the Hungarian Constitution. Such large 
numbers of scions of Hungarian aristocratic families 
entered the Jesuit Order that Pazmany in his attach
ment to his race actually feared that the eminent 
Hungarian Catholic families would become extinct, 
for that reason begging the Pope to forbid the Jesuits 
to admit into their Order sons of Hungarian aristo
crats without first consulting the Archbishop of 
Esztergom.

Who were the first persons with whom the Card
inal exchanged views respecting the foundation of the 
university? In a letter from Vienna on May 6th,, 
1635, Pazmany wrote to George Dobronoki (now 
slavised by the Czechs and called "Dobrovsky”) , 
Rector of the Jesuit House in Nagyszombat in Hun
garian: — "By the grace of God I too shall leave this 
place for Pozsony on Tuesday or Wednesday, for 
there are certain important matters I must discuss 
with Your Honour and with Father Forro". — We 
see, therefore, that two Magyars — Dobronoki and 
Forro — were present at the birth of the university. 
The first Rector of the university was George Dobro
noki; the first Dean of the Faculty of Arts — Thomas 
J&szberenyi — being also a Magyar, On the occasion 
of the opening of the university (November 13th,, 
1635) the latter savant spoke, in the presence of Paz
many, of the role and significance of the university 
in the life of the nation. The first professors — 
Stephen Goszthonyi, George Forro, Andrew Wesse- 
lenyi, Sigismund Kattai, Stephen Peto — were all 
Magyars, — the only possible exception being the 
Father Martin Palkovics mentioned by the Czechs,

id

whose name sounds Slav. From the fact that the 
lectures were delivered in Latin only persons with the 
intention ot deliberately falsifying history can con
clude that the university was not Hungarian (Magyar) 
in spirit; for — as is well known — at that time the 
international language ot the whole scientific world 
was Latin. In Hungary Latin remained the language 
of administration and education until the incorporation 
of Act 11. of 1848.

Or is it really true that the bulk of the students 
were Slavs — that meaning that the university was 
Slav too? It we examine the "Matricula” (Matricula
tion Register) of the university at the time of its 
foundation, we find that register proving that the 
students of the university were nearly all Magyars. 
On the very first page the first name is that ot Fdz- 
many's nephew, Nicholas Pazmany. In the registers 
for the first four years we discover the names of 
a large number ot sons of Hungarian magnates; 
among the students there enrolled we find Erdodys, 
Pdlttys (three at a time), Perenyis, Eorgaches, (Jzo- 
bors, Eszterhazys (five at a time), Kdrolyis, Doczys, 
Kohary’s, Baliniffys, Andrassys (three at a time), 
Balassas, Kevays, Pongrdczes, Zays, Kegleviches, 
Liptays, Bossanyis, Senneys, Czirdkys, Lippays, Itles- 
hazys, Csakys, Barkoczys, Hommonai-Drugeths, Ber- 
csenyis, Zicnys, Korlathkoys, Amades, Nyaris, Maj- 
theenyis, etc. In the school year 1635/36 the Nagy
szombat College had 194 students: of this number 70 
were non-Magyars (45 Slovaks or Slavus, 16 Croat- 
ians, 1 Dalmatian, 2 Poles, 1 Rumanian, 7 Germans). 
Of these students 43 in the first year attended the uni
versity courses in logic (28 Magyars — 3 from Tran
sylvania; 7 Croatians, 11 Slovaks, 1 German, 1 Aus
trian). Of the 68 students attending the university in 
the year 1638/39 36 were Magyars, 23 Slovaks, 1 a 
Moravian, 4 Croatian, 2 Germans, 1 a Pole, and 1 a 
Silesian. How was the university able to foster the 
Czech-Slovak brotherhood with the intimacy so 
proudly referred to today by the Czechs, when the 
Slovak students had only a single Moravian to 
fraternise with? As is shown by the case of the Zri- 
nyis, the Croatians by that time were already ab
solutely Hungarian in feeling: it was only the Illyr
ian movement started early in the nineteenth century 
that gradually estranged them spiritually from us. 
Pazmany's university was a studium generate in the 
old medieval sense — i. e. it was a universal inter
national college open to students of all nationalities. 
The great political service rendered to the Hungarians 
by the university of Nagyszombat was just that it 
provided the means to enable the younger generations 
of Magyars, Slovaks and Croatians to be brought up 
together to respect and value the common traditions 
of Hungarian history. Only the political fantasy of 
the Czechs of today has proved able to project into 
the Nagyszombat University — without any facts to 
support the theory — the idea of Czech-Slovak fra
ternisation and of that university having been the seat 
of a conscious Slav culture. And the assertion of the 
Czechs to the effect that the Nagyszombat University 
was "the seat of Slav-Rumanian co-operation as far 
back as the seventeenth century”, is historically ab
solutely comical. The university registers but rarely 
mention a stray "valachus". Is it conceivable that any 
serious political or cultural importance attached to 
such sporadic cases? At that time the Rumanians 
were historically living a merely vegetative existence. 
There is nothing strange about the University Press 
having published many Slav books; at the time it 
was the only press in Hungary which possessed Slav 
type. As late as the early years of the nineteenth 
century too the cyrillic-type books of the Serbians 
were all published by the Buda University Press. This
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is not due to the university possessing any "Slav 
spirit", but simply to the technical efficiency of the 
press and also to the exceptional political toleration 
shown by the Magyars towards nationalities of other 
tongue and to their liberal attitude towards the cult
ural development of those nationalities.

According to one of the Czech dailies (the "Na- 
rodni Listy") "Pazm&ny had no intention of founding 
a Magyar university; indeed, the Magyars never play
ed a leading role in the life of the university, it being 
on the contrary a historical fact that the Magyars 
were opposed to the Nagyszombat University, as may 
be seen from the cases of George Rakoczi and 
Francis Rakoczi, who levied war contributions on the 
Chapter responsible for the maintenance of the 
university.” In the light of historical facts just 
the opposite is true. The leading professors of the 
university were always Magyars. When Nagyszombat 
fell into his hands, George Rakoczi issued a special 
decree for the protection of the university. Under the 
year 1645 the Annals (litteraturae annuae) of the Jesuits 
speak in terms of the highest praise of George Rako
czi having commanded the troops who were plundering 
the town not to touch the Jesuit College." "Not one" 
— continues the writer of the Annals — "of all the 
persons of note, leaders, soldiers, priests — Calvinists, 
Lutherans and Aryans — failed to visit the College, 
the church and the "convictus" or to study our life 
and look at the equipment and ceremonies, or failed 
to show emotion, respect and affection when he left". 
According to the Jesuit Annals Rakoczi issued a

special patent of protection in which he forbade the 
soldiers under pain of capital punishment to injure 
the Jesuits either in their persons or in their property.

Early in the eighteenth century Nagyszombat was 
taken by Nicholas Bercsenyi, one of Francis Rakoczi's 
generals. But Rakoczi at once issued an order that 
the university should be left in peace, for he wished 
the university to be able to continue its work undis
turbed. And it is a fact that the lectures continued 
without a break during the "Crusades" against the 
Austrians from 1701 to 1705. Later on Bercs6nyi re
moved a few non-Magyar Jesiuts owing to their at
tachment to the imperial cause. Even if he did levy 
a contribution on the Chapter, that cannot in any way 
have effected the university; for the Nagyszombat 
Chapter was not responsible for the maintenance of 
that institution.

The key to the systematic Czech falsification of 
history initiated in connection with Pazmany's univer
sity is supplied by the speech made by the Serbian 
Professor Rishtakovitch at the Nagyszombat celebra
tions: — "As we have already — he declared with 
malicious pathos — "de-magyarised the Magyar 
nationality living in the territories of the Succession 
States severed from pre-War Hungary, so we must 
de-magyarise also the history of the Hungarian 
State". Our neighbours have ruthlessly and unjustly 
deprived us of our present: now they would filch from 
us our past too. Hungarian historical science must be 
on its guard in international scientific forums against 
this campaign of intellectual theft.

W AS FRANCIS LISZT A  HUNGARIAN?* *
by

D r . G a b r ie l  TJgron, P. C.,
former Minister

The appreciation of Francis Liszt's musical 
genius is the business of competent authorities. 
The object of the writer of the following article 
is to prove that the Master was a Hungarian, —  
a fact which cannot be justly called in question 
at all, but which is being obstinately disputed by 
a political tendency that is not particularly con
cerned with the truth. Although the discussion of 
this question has already been closed by the Hun
garian musical critics and by that section of mu
sical literature which may be taken seriously, it 
will perhaps be opportune to summarise the 
arguments bearing on the question.

That Liszt was a Hungarian, is proved by his 
origin, his birthplace, his writings and confessions, 
as also by his Hungarian compositions and finally 
by the spirit of his creations.

The eminent historian Alexander Takats 
establishes the fact that Francis Liszt's family was 
ennobled already by King Sigismund (1387— 1437),

• In connection with the hundred-and-twentylifth anniversary of 
Francis Liszt's birth we have repeatedly had occasion to deal with 
the German claim to the effect that Liszt was not a Hungarian but 
a German, — as also to reduce that assertion to its proper value. 
Nevertheless we consider that we are not doing anything superfluous 
in publishing the above article of an illustrious writer, which is
* happy summary and supplementation of the arguments so far adduced 
in these columns.

and that the family was related to the powerful 
clan of the Thurzos. Manv proofs in confirmation 
of this fact were published in the Hungarian press 
when —  on December 23rd, 1839 —  a deputation 
of Hungarian patriots tried to persuade the king 
to grant Francis Liszt Hungarian nobility. A ccord 
ing to available data the first member o f the Liszt 
family whose name is recorded was Lieutenant in 
the Hussars George Liszt, the Master's great
grandfather. Concerning Liszt's grandfather and 
father we have recently obtained fairly exhaustive 
data. His grandfather —  Adam  Liszt —  was born 
in Raggendorf in 1755. From his twentieth year 
he functioned as elementary school-teacher in the 
villages situated in the domains of the Eszterhazy 
family. He played both the violin and the organ. 
In the year 1794 he was a rich man, leaving 
Kopcseny (Hungary) in that year for Szentgyorgy, 
where he was shoemaker and parish clerk. He 
died on August 8th., 1844, —  an old man of 89. 
He had been married three times, the three 
marriages giving him a family of altogether 27 
children. He devoted the greatest care to the 
musical training of his children; and he had his 
son Adam  —  the future father o f the great 
Francis —  taught the piano and composition.
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Adam  Liszt, the Master's father, was born 
at Nemesvolgy, in Moson County, Hungary, in the 
year 1777. His wish was to  be a musician; but he 
remained his whole life in the employ of the stew
ards o f the princely domains. Even while employed 
in this work he found leisure to indulge his passion 
for music. Not only did he acquire a skill well 
above that of dilettantism in playing the piano, the 
violin and the cello; he also composed wmrks of 
his own and took great pains to cultivate his bass 
voice. Of his compositions we still have a "Te 
Deum" for a mixed choir and large orchestra, the 
manuscript of which is preserved in the Eszter- 
hazy library. Adam Liszt was, on October 3rd., 
1808, transferred to Doborjan in Sopron County, 
where —  two years later —  he was married to 
Anna Lager, an Austrian from Krems.

It is impossible to call in question the fact 
that Francis Liszt's birthplace belonged to the 
Hungary of pre-W ar days. He was born in Dobor
jan, in Sopron County. The house in which he 
was born is still to be seen there as it was then. 
Only the Hungarian memorial tablet placed on 
its v/all has been painted over. But the truth which 
has been scientifically proved cannot be obscured 
by means of that kind. For a thousand years 
Doborjan was a village in Hungary.

So far as Liszt's letters and writings are 
concerned they are of personal evidence which 
there is no disputing. In the eight volumes 
of Liszt’s correspondence published long ago 
and in the letters of the Master —  mostly 
unpublished —  which are being continually 
unearthed in ever increasing numbers, we 
cannot find a single passage in which he spoke 
of himself as an Austrian or Frenchman or Ger
man or Italian. Indeed, Liszt corrected Pope Pius 
IX. when the latter called him a German. On the 
other hand, we can point to at least 200 different 
passages in the Master’s own writings where he 
professes being a Hungarian and betrays an 
ardent Hungarian patriotism.

W e would quote one or two of these passages.
During his triumphant concert tour in Italy 

in 1838 Liszt got hold of a German newspaper 
giving a detailed description of the disastrous flood 
in Pest. In a touching letter to Lambert Massard 
Liszt describes the overpowering effect produced 
on him by this newspaper report. "This catas
trophe" —  he wrote —  "transported me spiritually 
into the past; and to my ineffable delight I found 
all the memories of my childhood renewed. I was 
overpowered by an irresistible desire to help the 
inhabitants of the town of Pest. Now I know what 
’’fatherland" means. With my spiritual eyes I saw 
Hungary —  this lovely country which has so many 
noble and good children. I saw my fatherland; 
for I too belong to this old and strong nation: 
I too am a son of the ancient people. O my 
beautiful, distant country! 0  my unknown friends, 
my kinsmen by blood! Your cry of distress carried 
me back to you. My heart sank; I bowed by head 
for shame, because I had so long forgotten my 
real native land."

Count Leo Festetics, who knew Liszt intim
ately, on this occasion invited the Master to come 
back to Pest. Liszt offered a prospect of his

return in a letter dated November 24th., 1839. 
"How delighted and how happy I feel" —  he 
wrote —  "at the thought of seeing my fatherland 
again and of receiving the many lively tokens of 
sympathy of which, despite my wandering life, I 
have not become unworthy! How full my soul is 
of excitement and expectation!! My dear Count,
I will not attempt to describe those feelings in 
words, for I feel incapable of doing so. It will 
suffice you to know that the torch of my attach
ment to my great and chivalrous nation is still 
burning with a bright flame in the innermost corner 
of my heart! A lbeit appearances —  unluckily for 
me! —  do not seem to support my words, never
theless I never forget the deep debt o f gratitude 
and affection which I owe my fatherland” .

In the summer of 1856 Liszt was at home 
again for the purpose of conducting his "Esztergom 
Mass". The day after his arrival he wrote a letter 
to Princess von Wittgenstein in which we find 
the following passage: —  "Nowhere else can I 
find the like o f Hungarian conditions or of the 
character of this race, the sight of which revives 
the memories of my childhood, which have been 
preserved intact in me by that feeling of the heart 
which is nothing more or less than my patriotic 
love for Hungary!”

In connection with the establishment of the 
Academ y of Music, on M ay 7th., 1873, he wrote 
his friend Baron Antony August a letter in which 
we read the following passage: —  "I was most 
agreeably impressed by the gift by Deputy Si- 
monffy of a prize of 20 gold pieces (ducats) for 
the best musical composition in the Hungarian 
style. That accentuates properly the national 
foundation of the academy of music. A  special 
section ought to be organised for the cultivation 
of the Hungarian folk-song. You will allow me, 
despite my regrettable ignorance of the Hungarian 
language, to remain a Hungarian in heart and in 
mind from the cradle to the grave and therewith 
to earnestly desire the furtherance of the cult of 
Hungarian music".

On November 8th., 1873, the City of Budapest 
solemnly celebrated the fifty-years' jubilee of the 
Master Francis Liszt. To tbe ceremonial address 
the Master, deeply moved, replied: —  "I am yours 
—  my gifts are yours — , and I. belong to Hungary 
so long as I live!"

In a latter dated May 3rd., 1874, addressed 
to Francis Pulszky, Director of the National 
Museum, Liszt wrote as follows: —  "W hen last 
November the City of Budapest honoured me by 
the jubilee celebrations which I shall never forget, 
I had the privilege of informing you of my opinion 
and my intentions respecting the most suitable and 
definitive preservation of the gold wreath and the 
great medal offered me on that occasion. The 
object of these souvenirs is to offer evidence of 
the sympathy and generosity of a nation towards 
a compatriot who is proud in the consciousness of 
being able to employ his modest gifts in the 
service of Hungary. Their object is further to 
encourage artists to show devotion for their 
fatherland."

In a letter written to Baron Seidlitz from 
Jassy on January 4— 16th., 1874, we read the
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following passage: — "Of all artists now living 
I am the only one able proudly to call his proud 
fatherland his own . . .  While others are labouring 
in the shallow waters of a public becoming more 
and more economical, I sail freely on over the 
open sea of a great nation . . . My polar star shall 
be the thought that Hungary shall one day point 
proudly at me!"

In connection with the dispute arising con
cerning the book entitled "Des Bohemiens et de 
leur musique en Hongrie", on August 29th., 1859, 
Liszt wrote a letter saturated with ardent Hunga
rian patriotism to the Pest publisher Heckenast. 
The letter contains the following passage: —  "I ask 
whether an author can be accused o f desiring to 
rob his nation of its values? Certainly spite can 
pervert and falsify the meaning of every kind of 
writing. But (I declare confidently) only spite and 
illwill can after reading my work misunderstand 
the truly childlike feelings with which the book was 
written. I do not believe that there is any man of 
honour among my compatriots not prepared to 
share this view."

I would refer to another letter dated May 
18th., 1854, written by Liszt to a friend who is 
unknown to us: —  “ M y children cannot be regarded 
as of French nationality. The first (Blandon) was 
born in Geneva; the second (Cosima), in Koon; 
the third (Daniel) in Rome. They are therefore 
w illy-nilly Hungarians and as such must be judged 
by the laws of their fatherland".

It is no use trying to convince the prejudice 
of persons who turn a deaf ear to these sincere 
declarations of the great Master relative to his 
being a Hungarian. All attempts to dispute the 
claim of the Hungarian nation to the possession of 
Francis Liszt must surely fail in the face of the 
Master's own handwriting.

These attempts will not be tolerated either by 
the Hungarian nation or — by Francis Liszt him
self!

Other indisputable proofs of Liszt belonging 
to the Hungarian nation are his v/orks composed 
in the Hungarian style, from which we would 
specially mention the following: — Hungarian

March for Orchestra; "Hungaria" Symphonic 
Poem; Twenty Hungarian Rhapsodies; Hungarian 
Coronation Mass; Esztergom Mass; Rakoczi March 
for Orchestra; Orchestral Setting of "Szozat" and 
National Anthem; Hungarian Fanstasia for Piano 
and Orchestra; "Fun6railles" (Funeral March: 
October 6, 1849) written in Memory of the Hun
garian Prime Minister Louis Batthyany executed 
in Pest; Hungarian Melodies; "Sunt lacrimae re
rum” ; Love of the Dead Poet, piano accompanim
ent to Jokai's Melodrama; Legend of St. Elizabeth; 
Hungarian Royal Song, and various occasional 
pieces, transcriptions, "csardas"-es and "Hun
garian Portraits” for piano (musical portraits of 
Szechenyi, Teleki, Eotvos, Deak, Vorosmarty, M o- 
sonyi and Petofi). W e would ask the doubters 
whether Liszt dedicated musical portraits to the 
great men of any other nation than the Hungarian? 
W hy did he compose these pieces? Perhaps under 
the influence of external circumstances? By no 
means: Liszt was above all obligations. It is there
fore certain that the 'Hungarian Portraits" origin
ated from an inner impulse, from the Master's 
patriotic zeal and his love for his fatherland.

Francis Liszt was an exceedingly productive 
composer. The number of his works amounts to 
1233; none of these is styled an “ opus". Out of 
this number 85 pieces are in a purely Hungarian 
style. W here can we find another musical com 
poser with a larger number of or greater values 
to represent the national spirit of Hungary?

The Hungarian character of Liszt's music is 
in evidence, not only on the material side, in 
melodies and harmonies, but in all musical m o
ments —  in the forms, the dynamics, the technical 
details of the construction and in the ornament
ation —  the totality of which mark the music with 
the character of a race. Even in the works of 
Liszt's which are styled "super-national" —  being 
described as French or German —  the Hungarian 
origin of the composer may easily be detected; 
that origin is proved by the heroic pomp, the 
pathetic cadence and the rich ornamentation pre
sent in all Liszt's works, all being Hungarian 
characteristics.

HUNGARY IN THE WORKS OF 
SIR WALTER RALEGH AND FRANCIS BACON

by
D r . E v a  R o n a

The task of looking for references to Hungary 
in the immense field of English literary products 
is a very arduous one. It is quite obvious that the 
student is not always recompensed for his diligence 
in an adequate way. Sometimes the careful perusal 
of several volumes does not bring any result, 
whereas, another time, the reference to Hungary 
is of so trifling a nature that it seems hardly 
worth recording. Such is the case with Sir Walter 
Ralegh and Francis Bacon. The study of their

tremendous literary output has not rewarded us 
with important links in our Anglo-Hungarian con
nections, but the few references in their works to 
Hungary are invaluable to us, being the state
ments of the two most prominent Elizabethans.

Sir W alter Ralegh was first and foremost a 
man of action, an adventurer, who primarily 
looked for a political career. His intellectual 
activity, however, was as great as his physical 
energy. He used the leisure hours of his life for
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study and writing. His books also show the very 
same strange combination. The careful, serious 
scholar cannot refrain from making practical 
allusions, and he gives scholarly facts side by 
side with his personal experiences. In his Dis
course of War in General the passage where he 
mentions Hungary is most typical of this kind. He 
says:

"The Polonians, Hungarians and some other 
far remote nations, had yielded themselves in sub
jection, more than merely spiritual, even to those 
popes whom Italy knew to be detestable men.” 
(The Works of Sir Walter Ralegh, Oxford, 1828. 
8 vols, Vol. VIII. p. 272.)

This is the opinion of the protestant Ralegh 
of some Catholic countries which accept blindly 
the authority of the Pope. Ralegh never hesitated 
to criticise freely kings and princes. James I. was 
very displeased with his "History of the W orld" 
for the same reason, so that his book was sup
pressed is 1614.

Another reference to the Hungarian ducket 
(ducat) may be found in his Observations upon 
Trade and Commerce, one of his most brilliant 
writings, which shows a deep insight into practical 
life. "Touching the Coyne" he makes the following 
clever statement:

"For the most part all Monarchies and free 
States, both Heathen and Christian, as Turkey, 
Barbery, France, Poland, and others, do hold for 
a rule of never-failing profit, to keep their Coyne 
at higher rates within their own territories, than it 
is in other Kingdoms”  (p. 373.). Then he goes 
on to quote the different rates of coins. "The Hun
gary Ducket", he says, "had been raised from 56 
Polish groshes to 77". So "the Hungary Ducket is 
worth by account in Poland 10s. 4d. and in Eng
land but 7s” . To which we may add that history 
merely repeats itself, this having been the case 
with many currencies in the countries mentioned 
by Ralegh in post-war times too.

The Hungary of Bacon is of a quite different 
character. He was preeminently a historian, so his 
interest is mainly in the welfare and sovereign of 
the country. In his works we get a few historical 
references which are however not very exact in 
detail. The eminent historian of "Henry V II." did 
not attach sufficient importance to these odd re
marks to go so far as to look up everything

precisely.
In his Apophthegms, New and Old we get a 

little anecdote about a certain King of Hungary:
"There was a King of Hungary who took a 

Bishop in battle, and kept him prisoner. W here
upon the Pope writ a monitory to him, for that he 
had broken the privilege of Holy Church and 
taken his son. The King sent an embassage to him, 
and sent withal the armour wherein the Bishop 
was taken, and this only in writing, Vide num haec 
sit vestis filii tui" (The W orks of Francis Bacon 
ed. by James Spedding. London, 1859. 8 vols. Vol. 
VII. p. 131.). Had our king been a historical person 
his action would have probably pleased Ralegh!

In his Notes on the State of Christendom 
Bacon gives an account of the historical Hungary; 
he however makes an obvious slip, speaking of the 
Emperor Adolphe (meaning Rudolph, 1576— 1608) 
of the house of Austriche, son to Maximilian. He 
says that "the maintenance of the garrisons of Hun
gary cost one million dollars. The Emperor pays 
40000 dollars yearly tribute to the Turks, which 
amounts to the sum of 100000 with presents and 
costs of ambassadors. On the other hand the re
venues and subsidies of Hungary do not pass
100.000 florins, whereas the charge of Hungary 
amounts to one million and a half” (ibid. Vol. VIII. 
p. 23). If the above figures are true, we cannot 
help wondering that Hungary was worth having 
to the Austrian emperors.

A  few pages further on Bacon speaks of 
Stephen Bathori (he spells his name Batoaye) 
baron of Hungary who became King of Poland, "a 
prince of the greatest value and courage of any at 
this day, of competent years, sufficient wisdom” . . . 
“The Hungarians could be content to exchange the 
Emperor for him. The Bohemians likewise wish 
him in the stead of the other. He were like to 
attain to the Empire, were there not that mortal 
enmity between those two nations as could not 
agree in one su b je c t io n ..."  (ibid. p. 29.).

No comment is needed on these remarks. The 
keen eye of Bacon recognised the great qualities 
of a statesman in Stephen Bathori, and he wished 
him King of Hungary instead of the Emperor. We 
must bear in mind that Bacon speaks here of con
temporary historical events. And it is a great 
tribute to us that Bacon took such an interest in 
our political affairs.

P O L I T I C A L  M O S I C

HUNGARIAN INSTITUTE IN W ARSAW  OPENED 
BY HUNGARIAN MINISTER OF EDUCATION

At the end of October thirteen eminent Polish 
journalists visited Hungary for the purpose of study
ing the political, cultural and economic situation of 
that country, Hungarian society accorded the repre
sentatives of the press of the sister nation a warm and 
enthusiastic reception; and there was a long round 
of public and private ceremonies and entertainments

during the week's stay in Hungary of the Polish 
journalists. Special mention is due to the fact that the 
Polish guests were received in the Prime Ministry on 
October 23rd. by General Gombos, the Hungarian 
Prime Minister himself.

On November 3rd. Dr. Valentine Homan, Hunga
rian Minister of Education, arrived in Warsaw. On
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this occasion the President of the Republic of Poland 
conferred upon Minister Homan and Secretary-of-State 
Kalman Szily the Grand Cordon of the Polonia Resti
tute Order. Distinctions were conferred also upon the 
members of the Minister’s suite. At the same time the 
Hungarian Minister of Education handed M. Chylinski, 
Polish Minister of Education, the cordon of Grand 
Commander of the Hungarian Order of Merit.

The Hungarian Minister was received in Poland 
with the greatest courtesy. He was shown the Warsaw 
"Stephen Bathory” Grammar School (gymnasium), 
which received its name from the great sixteenth- 
century Prince of Transylvania who later became King 
of Poland. Hungarian public opinion was deeply im
pressed by the scene enacted when Minister Homan 
visited a geography class there and listened to an 
address by one of the pupils of the school dealing 
v/ith the geographical situation of Hungary, with the 
country of St. Stephen and Louis the Great, the latter 
of whom was also King of Poland, and finally v/ith 
the injustices committed in the Treaty of Trianon.

The clou of Minister Homan's visit to Warsaw was 
the opening of the Hungarian Institute in that city. The 
public present at this ceremony included, in addition 
to M. Chylinski, Polish Minister of Education, the 
leading officials of the Polish Ministries of Education 
and Foreign Affairs, practically all the professors of 
the Pilsudski University, and representatives of the 
grammar schools and of the school inspectorates of 
Warsaw. The Institute has been located in the building 
of the Warsaw Science Society, in the name of which 
corporation Professor Sierpinski addressed words of 
most cordial greeting to the Hungarian Minister. Min
ister Valentine Homan replied in a Latin speech in 
which he emphasised that after having passed through 
severe ordeals the Hungarian nation was convinced 
that the best guarantee of national development con
sisted in the maintenance of its standard of intellectual 
culture and in the furtherance of erudition. In keeping 
with the spirit of its thousand years' history it was 
endeavouring to find the ways and means towards a 
co-operation with the culture of other nations belong
ing to the Latin-Christian community. That was why 
it had established a Hungarian Institute and Library 
in the Capital of the friendly Polish nation for the 
purpose of enabling Polish students to familiarise 
themselves with Hungarian history, Hungarian culture 
and Hungarian life. The new cultural institute and 
library — the splendid and choice material of which 
excited the sincere admiration of the Polish savants 
present at the opening ceremony — were consecrated 
by Mgr. Szlagovski, Bishop of Warsaw.

After the ceremony of inauguration M. Chylinski, 
Polish Minister of Education, gave a dinner in honour 
of the Hungarian guests. When toasting the visitors 
the Polish Minister gave a superb characterisation of 
the historical friendship uniting the two countries:

"The friendly relations between Hungary and 
Poland" — he said — "are traditional and date 
centuries back. There is a surprising similarity between 
the historical development of Hungary and that of 
Poland. Both countries fought to preserve Christianity 
and Western civilisation. The years of glory were 
followed by years of mourning and humiliation; and 
at such times Poland and Hungary mutually offered 
encouragement to one another by reciprocal devotion 
to the cause of liberty and independence. The figure 
of General Bern is a glory alike to Hungary and to 
Poland, The two countries have always co-operated 
in both the political and the cultural field. Our co
operation in the cultural field is continually being 
strengthened. The object in view is that we should 
mutually assist one another in the field of culture by 
reciprocally familiarising ourselves with one another's

language and culture. During your visit to Poland 
Your Excellency will have air opportunity to see that 
our mutual traditions are the basis of our co
operation in the present, as they have been in the 
past. The Polish-Hungarian Cultural Convention con
cluded on October 21st., 1934, is a guarantee that the 
friendly relations between the two countries is based 
upon mutual understanding and appreciation."

In his answer Dr. Valentine Homan, one of the 
most eminent representatives of Hungarian historical 
science, said — among other things —, "In the earlier 
part of my career my work as a historian and a 
student of Hungarian history in particular enabled 
me to witness to the historical value of the friend
ship between Poland and Hungary and of the con
tinuity and significance of the ties binding the two 
nations in friendship for centuries. Today I am here 
on Polish soil, as the person responsible for the 
educational policy of Hungary, to bear witness to the 
firmness and actuality of that historical friendship. 
The cultural convention concluded recently between 
Poland and Hungary is an organic continuance and 
an institutional guarantee of the intellectual inter
course between the two nations which has existed 
for centuries and is always producing fresh fruit. The 
institutions and channels of intercourse to be built 
up on this foundation will serve — so I make bold 
to hope and believe — as sure pledges of the future 
intellectual co-operation between Poland and Hun
gary. I beg to assure Your Excellency that the Hun
garian Government is fully conscious of the great 
historical significance and cultural value of these 
friendly ties."

The following day the Hungarian Minister of 
Education visited the elementary school called after 
General Joseph Bern, the great hero of the Polish 
insurrection and of the Hungarian War of Indepen
dence, and also the girls' industrial high school; after
wards the Minister was received in audience by M. 
Moscicki, President of the Republic of Poland, re
maining with the President half an hour. Then the 
Warsaw University of Sciences which bears the name 
of Joseph Pilsudski incorporated Minister Homan as 
Doctor of Philosophy honoris causa. According to the 
words spoken by Professor Handelsmann in his 
inaugural address this distinction has been conferred 
in return for the services rendered by Valentine Ho
man in the furtherance of researches into the historical 
connections between Hungary and Poland and for the 
contribution of the Minister towards the development 
of Hungarian historical science. M. Antoniewicz. 
Dean of the Faculty of Arts, having read and handed 
to Minister Homan the diploma of doctor honoris 
causa, the latter made a speech in Latin in which he 
expressed his thanks for the distinction. In this speech 
Homan stressed the fact that despite their having 
been neighbours for centuries there had never been 
any hitch in the friendship between the two peoples, 
that being due to the identity of the philosophical and 
cultural factors which have directed their historical 
development and to the identity of their respective 
historical missions. They had simultaneously joined 
the Latin Christian cultural community of Europe and 
had simultaneously laid the foundations of the new 
development of their national culture, basing the same 
not only on the elements of their own ancient racial 
culture but also on the Christian culture of the West, 
and deriving the impulse towards that development 
at all times from the current of thought springing 
from Occidental culture. They had simultaneously 
become conscious of their respective missions in the 
history of the world being the defence of Western 
civilisation and the propagation of Western culture.

After the ceremony of incorporation Rector Pien-
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kowski gave a lunch in honour of the Hungarian 
visitors. In toasting the guests the Rector emphasised 
that efforts should be made to establish permanent 
connections between the savants and the universities 
of Hungary and Polanl which should defy every 
ordeal. At the same time he assured the Hungarian 
Minister of Education that all Hungarian scholars 
coming to Poland would be received by the University 
of Warsaw in a manner which would certainly make 
them feel at home.

The Society of Polish Historiographers later on 
gave a tea in honour of Minister Homan.

On the third day of his stay in Warsaw Dr. 
Homan attended the first sitting of the Polish sub
committee of the Polish-Hungarian Intellectual Co
operation. This committee was formed on the basis 
of last year’s cultural agreement. Replying to 
the Polish Foreign Minister's words of welcome 
Dr, Homan said that two important events due in the 
near future would witness to the strengthening of 
Polish-Hungarian intellecual co-operation. After in
specting the Polish Central Institute of Physical 
Culture and the National Archives Dr. Homan paid 
a visit to Mr. Koscialowski, Polish Prime Minister.

On November 6-th the Hungarian Minister, ac
companied by Mr. Chylinski, Minister of education, 
did homage to the memory of General Pilsudski before 
the urn containing his hearth in St. Theresia's Church 
in Vilna. Dr. Homan laid a wreath on the urn. Then 
Dr. Homan visited several schools, after which he 
attended a gala meeting of the Bathory University, 
where he was welcomed by the Rector of the Univer
sity, Mr. Staniewicz and Professor Zdiechowski, Pre
sident of the Polish-Hungarian Society. In the evening 
the Rector of the University gave a dinner in 
honour of his Hungarian guest. In his toast Dr. Ho
man spoke of the historical friendship between Poland 
and Hungary, of which Stephen Bathory was the 
personification, who, from being a Prince of Transyl
vania, had been called to the throne of Poland, and 
the most beautiful and expressive symbols of which 
were the former Hungarian university in Kolozsvar 
(Cluj) and the still flourishing Polish university in 
Vilna.

From Vilna the Hungarian Minister went on to 
Cracow, At the railway station the Hungarian guests 
were welcomed warmly by Bishop Godlcwski, profes
sor of the Jagello University. Then Dr. Homan paid 
an official visit to Voivode Malasinski, then to Cardi
nal Sapieha, and afterwards to the President of the 
Municipal Council and the Vice-Chancellor of the 
Jagello University. From thence he proceeded with 
his suite to the Wawel fortress and laid wreaths on 
the coffins of Stephen Bathory and General Pilsudski 
in the royal crypt.

On his return from Poland Dr. Homan, speaking 
about the results of his visit, said that in the near 
future the plan of exchanging university professors 
would be realised, each Party to send one professor 
to the other country. A Polish and a Hungarian art

exhibition were being planned for next year in Buda
pest and Cracow respectively. In the summer the 
propaganda which was so succesful last year in 
increasing the number of Polish students attending 
summer university courses in Hungary, would be con
tinued. This summer 29 Polish students attended the 
university courses in Debrecen, and the prospects 
were that a greater number would do so in 1936.

After the Minister of Education's arrival home 
the rider to the cultural agreement concluded between 
the Polish and Hungarian Governments on October 
21-st 1934 was made public. The main points of this 
rider are as follows: —

The Royal Hungarian Government will continue 
to maintain the Hungarian Institute in Warsaw. The 
Polish Government will organise a Polish Institute in 
Budapest. The Hungarian Government will see that 
the history of the Polish nation shall continue to be 
taught in the Hungarian universities; while the Polish 
Government will order Hungarian history to be 
taught in the Joseph Pilsudski University in Warsaw. 
The Government will consider which scientific themes 
might be distributed among Hungarian and Polish 
scientists as v/orking material, or might be suitable 
matter for joint publication. The two Governments will 
mutually facilitate the study of archives, with special 
consideration for the needs of historical research. The 
number of Hungarian books in Polish libraries will be 
increased, — and vice versa. Each of the Governments 
will take steps to facilitate the exchange of official 
publications between the two countries, as well as 
the exchange of periodicals published by scientific 
institutions controlled by the State; will organise the 
exchange of university and college professors; will 
give fellowships to such citizens of the other country 
as are recommended by their own State; will use 
every means to make it easy for the greatest possible 
number of university students — or of young uni
versity graduates respectively — to attend the summer 
holiday courses arranged by the universities of the 
other Party; will facilitate the teaching of the other 
country’s language by lectors; will from time to time 
exchange lists of the scientific and literary works 
which are considered worth translating into the 
language of the other Party; will take special care 
that the chapters of the school-books in use dealing 
with the other country shall be written in a friendly 
spirit; will prompt the production of films and plays 
of artistic merit originating from the other country; 
and will see that the broadcasting stations of each 
country shall relay certain suitable parts of their 
programmes.

Dr. Homan and his Polish colleague also discus
sed the draft plan of the new Hungarian-Polish 
dictionary, which is to be edited by Dr. Stephen 
Kniezsa, university reader and Slav expert in the 
Hungarian National Museum Library, in collaboration 
with Polish and Hungarian linguists.

— y —

THE NEW CZECHOSLOVAK CABINET
The sudden death of Mr. Brada£, President of the 

Chamber of Deputies, took the whole country by 
surprise and upset the balance of Czecho-Slovakia's 
political life. The Czech Agrarian Party, which is the 
most powerful party of the ruling coalition and con
siders the Premier's seat as a property of its own, 
decided that Mr, Malypetr, the Premier, should re
sign his seat to Mr. Hodza, the new Premier, and 
take the Presidency of the Chamber of Deputies.

After a few days' negotiations this change has actually 
been brought about.

As regards the persons of the members of the 
new Cabinet, the only change is that Mr. Joseph 
Zadina has taken over the Minister of Agriculture's 
portfolio from Mr. Milan Hodza.

Czech propaganda now makes efforts to lay 
special stress on, and take advantage of, the fact 
that M. Hodza happens to be a Slovak. It would
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persuade people that the appointment of a Slovak for 
the first time to the Premier's office will exercise a 
favourable influence on the future development of 
friendly relations between the Czech and Slovak 
peoples. In reply to this suggestion it is enough to 
quote an article entitled "Dr. Hodza as Premier" by 
M. Sivak, a Slovak Member of Parliament, published 
in the "Slovak” (Nov. 5th), the official organ of 
Monsignor Hlinka’s Slovak Autonomist Party. "The 
appointment of a Slovak to the Premiership", he says, 
"is in our opinion by no means a satisfactory settle
ment of the very delicate Slovak problem, which has 
existed for the last seventeen years and is probably 
more burning today than ever. The problem, we 
believe, has not yet been settled either from a per
sonal or from a material point of view."

In a statement appearing in the "Le Temps" of 
November 12th Hodza himself admits that certain 
administrative and economic measures are necessary 
in Slovakia; in particular work must be found for the 
educated young Slovak unemployed. So far as Ruthe- 
nia is concerned, Hodza declares that this territory 
is to have the official standing prescribed in the Peace 
Treaties and the Czecho-Slovak Constitution. Seeing, 
however, that we have repeatedly heard similar pro
mises from the lips both of Czeco-Slovakia's Prime 
Minister and of Dr. Benes, Foreign Minister, we are 
justified in supposing that the present Cabinet will 
also fail to give Ruthenia its promised self-government.

Mr. Milan Hodza has promised Parliament that he 
will accept the former programme of the coalition 
without any alterations. Considering, however, that 
Mr. Hodza is of a much more determined character 
than either of his predecessors, Mr. Udrzal or Mr. Maly- 
petr, we are probably justified in supposing that he 
will, after all, depart from their principles on certain 
points, particularly in his agrarian and commercial 
policy, and also in respect of the nationality problems

and of foreign policy. It will be particularly interest
ing to observe how Mr. Hodza's relations with Dr. 
Benes will develop. It is a well-known fact that these 
two men, the most prominent persons in Czecho
slovak political life, were by no means bound to 
each other by ties of friendship in the past. 
Everyone who has kept an eve on the development 
of the political life of Czecho-Slovakia, will be able 
to recall the time when Dr. Benes threatened 
M. Hodza, then Minister of Education, to reveal 
certain things about his person, thus forcing him to 
resign his seat and remain in political exile for a 
number of years.

The very first days of the new Cabinet’s existence 
were spoiled by an unsavoury scandal. At a meeting 
of the Parliamentary Military Committee, on Nov
ember 13th, four of the five Czech parties forming 
the Government coalition put a question to the Min
ister of National Defence re the gas masks supplied 
to the army by the Napajedl Fatra firm. In the 
question it was stated that the State had given an 
order (to the amount of 100 million Czech crowns) for 
gas masks of an utterly obsolete type imported from 
England to a firm at the head of which were a 
Member of Parliament and a State official, and which 
numbered amongst its partners the relatives of men 
in high position. Mr. Machnik, the Minister of National 
Defence, replied that an official from the Public 
Audit Office had already examined the consignments, 
and would submit his report in writing. In political 
circles it is rumoured that Marton Micura, Czech 
People’s Party Member, Slovakia’s one-time Minister 
Plenipotentiary who is today President of the Pozsony 
(Bratislava) Supreme Court, and the sons of Englis, 
former Finance Minister and Governor of the National 
Bank, and of Malypetr, the last Prime Minister, are 
implicated,

— y —

STATE OF SIEGE IN POLISH-DISTRICT OF
CZECHO-SILESIA

The district authorities of Teschen on November 
5th issued a proclamation prohibiting (until further 
notice) all kinds of street gatherings, meetings, de
monstrations, and any appearance in public places 
from 10 p. m. until dawn. This order, the Czech Press 
says, is in connection with a supposed attempt against 
the frontier bridge near Teschen. In any case, it is 
strange to note that the situation in the Polish areas 
of Czech-Silesia has now become so grave as to 
make it necessary to proclaim a state of siege.

In his expose of November 5th Dr. Benes 
declared that no change for the better had taken place 
of late in the Czecho-Polish relations. The Czecho
slovak Government had approached the Polish Gov
ernment with the proposal that if the dispute could 
not be settled peacefully by diplomatic engotiations, 
it should be submitted to an impartial international 
forum. The Czecho-Slovak Government asked that the 
question should be taken to Geneva or brought before 
an arbitration committee formed on the basis of the 
Czecho-Polish arbitration treaty of 1925, or at least 
before a co-ordinate committee to be formed on the 
basis of the Czecho-Polish minority treaty. The Polish 
Foreign Office replied with a declaration that Benes’ 
statements did not create an impression of sincerity 
in Poland. His suggestion was purely a strategical 
attempt to ease the tension in one direction, and, at 
the same time, continue the anti-Polish minority policy

of the Prague Government. Poland rejected the sug
gestion of arbitration; for a settlement by arbitration 
was out of the question in a matter for which de
finite, clear and binding provision had been made in 
the bilateral treaty of 1925. The object of Benes’s 
proposal was obviously to postpone a settlement of 
the dispute, so that meanwhile the oppression of the 
Polish minority in Czecho-Slovakia might be con
tinued. In Polish opinion Benes's statements have done 
nothing to smooth away difficulties.

*
The strained relations between Poland and Czech- 

Slovakia are certain to be aggravated by the fact that 
on November 13th the District Court in Marisch- 
Ostrau, on the basis of the Defence of the Republic 
Act, sentenced John Delong, student of Forestry and 
a Polish citizen, to 18 months' hard labour and to fast 
one day every month. Many Polish pressmen and 
university professors, as well as the head of the Polish 
Consulate in Marisch-Ostrau, were present at the 
trial. The prosecution alleged that Delong, together 
with other Polish youths, had taken an oath to do 
everything possible to sever the Teschen Section of 
Silesia from Czecho-Slovakia and attach it to have 
Polish Republic. The accused was stated to have 
taken part in the Polish anti-Czech demonstration in 
Teschen on July 28th and to have thrown stones on
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that occasion at the Czech frontier guards. During the 
demonstrations the masses broke through the police 
cordon and tried to force their way over the bridge 
into Czecho-Slovak territory.

*

Reports from Bucharest published in the Polish 
newspapers state that anti-Polish propaganda in the 
capital of Rumania is assuming increasingly form
idable proportions. Czech agencies known to be con

nected with the Prague Government supply the Ru
manian press with a mass of suggestive articles and 
items of news well-calculated to shake the confidence 
of Rumanian circles and spoil their friendly attitude 
towards Poland. Those in Bucharest who know the 
secrets lurking behind the scenes of Czech intrigue 
hope that Rumanian public opinion will not allow 
itself to be led astray by Czech propaganda, which 
is a menace, not only to Rumano-Polish relations in 
particular, but also to the peace of South Eastern 
Europe in general. — y —

PRAGUE, THE STRONGHOLD OF PANSLAVISM
Recently a few very noteworthy lines appeared 

in the "Jutro" of Laibach. They contained a state
ment to the effect that Panslavism had not died out: 
on the contrary, nursed by Prague, it was now enter
ing its renaissance.

"The organisation of the relations between the 
Slav races — writes the Slovene newspaper — is 
progressing. The greatest praise for this is due to 
Czecho-Slovakia. Even long before the world-war

Prague was the centre of Slav civilisation. What 
Prague is doing for the Slav ideal is unparalleled. 
The Czecho-Slovak aims are particularly significant, 
because they are realistic, not fantastic. Czecho
slovakia has founded the "Slav Institute", the Slav 
Library, and the Slav Archives. Behind all these 
stand President Masaryk and Dr. BeneS."

— y —

MR. MACEK SUGGESTS DIVIDING YUGOSLAVIA 
INTO SIX OR SEVEN FEDERAL STATES

The political life of Yugoslavia saw an outstanding 
event on November 11th and the following da'"*. In 
the sitting of the Skupstina (the Parliament of Yugo
slavia) on November lltb a Serbian peasant depvity 
accused the Premier, Mr. Stojadinovitch, of attempting 
to bribe him with 15.000 Dinars and to oersuade him 
to vote for the Government list at the election of the 
permanent "committee of five". The Premier flatly 
denied this unfounded accusation, saying it was 
nothing but a simple election trick the result of which 
could onlv be the undermining of Parliament's 
authority. No doubt, Government did actually receive 
the majority of votes, yet this majority is so small 
that it is very doubtful whether the bills introduced 
bv Government, referring partly to certain modifi
cations of the Constitution, will be accented bv the 
Skupstina. This, again, would necessarily lead to 
the dissolution of Parliament, to be followed by new 
elections, or else it might result in the defeat of 
Government.

The most outstanding event was, however, an in
terview given to the "Daily Telegraph" by M. Macek, 
leader of the Croatians; we quote the original inter
view as follows:

"We do not believe that enlightened British 
foreign policy will make the mistake which has cost 
France the affection which the Croats once enter
tained for her, — that of supporting even oppressive 
measures against Croatia designed to preserve a false 
facade of unity, concealing discontent.

"Yugoslav affairs have reached a deadlock. There 
can be no progress until the Croat problem, which 
to-dav occupies every party in the state, has been 
solved by granting our unalterable demands in full.

"Does Britain” , he asked, "realise that Croatia 
has no interest in piecemeal concessions? We demand

such a full recognition of our national souvereignty 
as would make it impossible for a Belgrade Govern
ment of to-morrow to take away what the Belgrade 
Government of to-day might be ready to give.”

In the fullest and most uncompromising statement 
he has ever made, Dr, Macek summed up his minimum 
programme as "Back to 1918”. Absolutism would have 
to be cancelled, he said, as it was instituted, by a 
stroke of the pen.

He envisaged a future arrangement between 
Serbia and Croatia on the following lines:

A common Foreign Office and diplomatic service 
with the Serbs;

A Croat armv. officered by Croats, but subject to 
a common War Office in Belgrade;

A common Finance Ministry;
A joint Diet, sitting occasionally in Belgrade, 

made up of delegations from the independent par
liaments of each state.

Dr. MaCek added that all ministries other than 
those of War, Foreign Affairs, and Finance, would 
have to be entirely independent of Belgrade. He an
ticipated that a future Yugoslav federation, the 
creation of which he described as indispensable to 
the consolidation of Yugoslavia, would be composed 
of either six or seven federated independent States.

These would be Old Serbia. Croatia, Slovenia. 
Voivodena (formerly Hungarian), Macedonia, and 
Montenegro. Bosnia would make a seventh State, un
less it were divided between Serbia and Croatia.

On the Italo-Abyssinian issue, Dr. MaSek declared 
that "popular sympathy among the Croats, themselves 
a small and oppressed race, is naturally on the side 
of the Abyssinians."

— y —
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ATTACK ON M. STOJADINOVIC IN 
CZECH DEPUTY PREMIER’S JOURNAL

"Mr. Stojadinovic has caused disappointment": 
This is the title of a leader in the Nova Doha, (Oct. 
25th), a Socialist paper published in Pilsen, which is 
the party organ of Mr. BechynS, the Czech Deputy- 
Premier. Originally the whole Press of Czecho-Slov- 
akia welcomed M. Stojadinovic, because they thought 
he would be able to set matters right in the internal 
affairs of his country. His Cabinet decided to settle 
the Croatian problem; yet their hesitation helped to 
kindle the fire of Croatian chauvinism, which is an 
open enemy to the very existence of the Yugoslav 
State. M. Jeftic had had to give up his place be
cause some members of the Governing Council and 
the Chamber supported the idea that Yugoslavia 
should abandon her francophile policy and be more

friendly towards Britain and Germany. Indeed, there 
is a distinct pro-German tendency ruling in the 
Ministries in Belgrade, which is consequently followed 
by a feeling of estrangement from the Little Entente. 
The Yugoslav journalists showed no interest in the 
Press Conference of the Little Entente held at Bled 
this year. It is expected at the moment that Herr 
Ribbentrop, Herr Hitler's most intimate collaborator, 
will visit Belgrade in the near future; and that will 
be a new step towards a pro-German policy. Finally, 
the Nova Doba condemns the whole Press of Czecho
slovakia, because it did not say a word in favour of 
M. Jeftic, who remained faithful to his former allies.

—• y —

UNFOUNDED ATTACKS AGAINST HUNGARY IN THE
BELGRADE PAPERS

Since October 30th a theatre in Budapest 
("Bethlen-teri szinpad") has been playing a comedy 
entitled "The Minister's wife", by Mr. Nusitz Broni
slav, a Serb playwright. This occasion should have 
been welcomed by the Serb as one of the first signs 
of Serbo—Hungarian cultural rapprochement. Instead 
of this, the "Politika", a leading Serb paper, used 
it to create trouble: on October 30th it wrote as 
follows: "a few days before the first performance 
the manager of the theatre received a number of 
anonymous letters warning him to refrain from pro
ducing this play, because it had been written by a 
Serb". The manager of the theatre, on the other hand, 
has declared to our reporter that he did not receive 
the letters mentioned in the above report, but that the 
authorities concerned have expressed their approval of 
and shown perfect understanding for the performance 
of the play.

The other case is even more startling. A few days 
ago, Dr. Arpad Hegyi, a lawyer in the city of Kapos- 
var, was appointed Councillor. This news presented 
a new opportunity to the Serb papers, the "Politika", 
the "Vreme" (XI. 8), and others to launch another 
attack against Hungary. It is a fact that Dr. Hegyi 
some time ago acted as counsel for a Croatian, Edward 
Premec, a member of the Croatian revolutionist so
ciety (ustasa), who was sentenced to 15 years' im

prisonment by the Hungarian Courts for a bomb 
outrage. The Serb pepers now refer to Dr. Hegyi as 
the "accomplice” of Croatian conspirators, while 
official Hungary is referred to as the "protector of 
terrorists”. In the same way every lawyer who under
takes the defence of murderers may be called an 
accomplice, and every State may be looked upon as 
a protector of murders and attempts. After this we 
should like to know what names the Serb papers will 
find for M. Georges Desbons, the French lawyer who 
acted as counsel for the three Croatian conspirators 
accused of having taken part in the attempt at Mar
seilles, whose trial was opened on November 18th, 
before the Court of Provence? Public opinion abroad 
can, however, very vividly recall the fact that a whole 
army of Serb lawyers expressed their desire to act 
as counsel for Punisa Rasitz, who, at the public 
sitting of the Skupstina (the Serb Parliament) on 
June 20th, 1928, shot three Croatian members from 
behind, killing Mr. Stjepan Radi£, the leader of the 
Croatians, and inflicting very severe wounds upon the 
other two members. It is also well remembered that 
many Serb mothers have called their newborn sons 
after this renowed political assassin, who has been 
celebrated as a national hero all over the country.

— y —

RECENT EVENTS IN RUMANIAN POLITICAL LIFE
The Rumanian Peasant Party has now given up 

the plan of arranging a mass demonstration on the 
14th November in Bucharest following the Royal 
audience given to M. Michalache, the President of 
the Party. At first it had been decided to hold the 
meeting in the presence of 2000 members of the Party, 
in spite of the fact that the Police had refused to 
give permission. The position of M. Tatarescu's 
Cabinet seems to have become more firm, as the 
general situation is undoubtedly more peaceful now; 
political circles in Bucharest, however, do not think

that the Cabinet will outlive the Christmas holidays, 
as the King has already made a promise of succession 
to the Peasant Party, in consequence of M. Titulescu's 
intervention. The internal troubles of the Cabinet may 
also be seen from the fact that M. Costinescu, Min
ister of Commerce, has openly refused to accept M. 
Tatarescu's principles of foreign trade, and has 
threatened to resign his seat unless the restrictions 
on foreign exchanges are removed.

— y —
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THE HUNGARIAN COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF 
COMMONS WILL BE FORMED AGAIN, AND THE 

NUMBER OF PRO-HUNGARIAN MEMBERS IS EXPECTED
TO INCREASE

Sir Robert Gower, President of the Hungarian 
Committee in the House of Commons, gave an inter
view to the correspondent of the "Pesti Hirlap” after 
his re-election as member of the Conservative Party. 
The eminent jurist and politician is very glad to see 
that his Party has received such an overwhelming 
majority in the House of Commons, because the 
victory of the present Government means much both 
to the peace of the world and to the future prosperity 
of economic life. He is very pleased to find that his 
constituents have shown the same confidence in him 
as before. His majority of nine thousand votes is 
enough to assure him of this. He is glad to say that 
the sympathy of the public towards Hungary has not 
changed; indeed, it is definitely increasing in his own 
constituency. He had made frequent references at 
mass meetings to the Hungarian question, and when
ever he mentioned the revision of the Treaty of Tria
non he was met with a sincere sympathy and 
thorough understanding on the part of his audience.

His constituents knew that he had been President of 
the Hungarian Committee in the House of Commons 
and champion of the cause of Hungary: his victory, 
therefore, shows that his constituents thoroughly agree 
with his action.

Sir Robert then informed the correspondent that 
he would take steps to re-organize the Hungarian 
Committee in the House of Commons. This will not 
be a very difficult task, for the results of the elections 
show that almost every member of the Hungarian 
Committee has retained his seat in the House. It is to 
be regretted that, owing to his advanced age, Dr. 
Llewellyn Jones, Honorary Secretary of the Commit
tee, did not stand again at the elections. Sir Robert 
will therefore have to find a new secretary for the 
Committee. There is good reason to hope that the 
number of pro-Hungarian members will increase in the 
new House, and that it will be possible to achieve 
positive results in the cause of Hungary.

— y —

IN HUNGARY THE DENOMINATIONAL FRICTION 
BETWEEN THE SEVERAL CHURCHES IN EVIDENCE 

IN SOME EUROPEAN STATES IS UNKNOWN
Sir Geoffrey Knox, late President of the Govern

ing Council of the Saar District, who was recently 
appointed British Minister in Budapest, has made a 
statement concerning his impressions during his stay 
in Hungary. The statement was published in the 
November 5th. issue of the "Pester Lloyd" and ran 
as follows: —

"It was a particular pleasure to me to come to 
Hungary; for, apart from the political interest attach
ing to Hungary in the present international constella
tion, I have always — like so many other English
men — felt a great sympathy for Hungary, if only 
because that country has a long and glorious history 
behind it and because its peculiar constitutional de
velopment shows so many points of resemblance to 
that of Great Britain. It would naturally be pre
mature on my part today — after a stay of only a 
few short weeks in this country — to speak about 
my impressions: nevertheless I may already say that 
the sublime beauty of this city, the tone of seriousness

and sobriety ruling in Hungarian politics, and the 
friendly courtesy with which I have been received 
here, have made a strong and agreeable impression 
upon me and allow of my hoping that I shall be 
enabled to do good and useful work in my new post.

"I must further say that the peace and order 
characterising the political, social and economic life 
of Hungary — which are not in the least artificial, but 
spontaneous and quite in keeping with the mentality 
of the country and its inhabitants — have also made 
a lasting impression on me. I would above all stress 
the fact that as an Englishman I have been pre
possessed in favour of Hungary in particular by the 
absence of every kind of denominational hatred. After 
being in Hungary only a few days I found out to my 
sincere delight and relief that the tone of animosity 
prevailing in many European countries as between the 
several Churches is unknown in Hungary. I feel con
vinced that this characteristic quality of the public 
life of Hungary is bound to prepossess every humanly 
thinking Briton in favour of this country."

UNVEILING OF DOLLFUSS MEMORIAL TABLET
In the presence of Dr. Hans Pernter, Austrian 

Under-Secretary of State for Education, the unveilling 
of the Dolfuss memorial tablet, made by Dr, Zoltan 
Farkas, took place at the Austrian Legation in Buda
pest on November 14th. The entire colony of Austrian 
residents in Budapest was present, with Herr Piatnik, 
Vice-President, at its head. Among other notabilities 
who were present we mention the names of Count

Stiirgkh, Governor of Styria, Major Lahr, Deputy 
Burgomaster of Vienna, Herr Bockl and Herr Reich- 
mann, Ministerial Counsellors and Herr Morth, a 
high official in the Austrian Ministry. The Hungarian 
Government was represented by General Julius Gom- 
bcs, the Premier, Dr. Valentin Homan, Minister of 
Education, Mesrs Kalman Szily, Andrew Tasnidy- 
Nagy, and Stephen Barczy, Under-Secretaries of
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State, and Baron Julius Wlassics, Assistant Under
secretary of State, Herr Hennet, the Austrian Min
ister in Budapest, expressed his thanks for the mem
orial tablet offered by Count Domokos Festetich and 
the sculptor himself. Then Herr Pertner, Under
secretary of State, made a very impressive speech in 
memory of Dr. Dollfuss, which was followed by a 
speech by Dr. Valentine Homan, Minister of Educa
tion. General Gombos, the Premier, laid the first 
wreath on the tablet. After this commemoration a 
lunch was given by Dr, Homan in honour of Herr

Pernter, after which Herr Pernter v/ent to the National 
Gallery to take part in the opening of an exhibition 
of Austrian artists. The exhibition was opened by the 
Regent, Admiral Horthy, the patron of the ex
hibition. Herr Pernter was presented by the Regent 
with the Grand Cross of the Hungarian Order of 
Merit, for his valuable services in the interest of 
Austro-Hungarian cultural relations. At night the 
Royal Operahouse gave a gala performance in hon
our of Herr Pernter.

— y —

H O W  M I N O R I T I E S  L I V E
C Z  E C  1 1 0 - S L O V A K I A

HUNGARIAN GRIEVANCES 
IN SLOVAKIA

At a meeting held by the new Provincial Council 
of Slovakia on November 11th, Mr. Gyula Alapi 
made a declaration on behalf of the Hungarian memb
ers of the Council. The provisions of the Constitution 
— he said — guaranteeing equal rights to all citizens, 
have again been violated by the way in which this 
new Council was formed; although the law now in 
force stipulated that the appointment of the members 
of the Council shall be based on the principles of 
nationality, the Hungarians in Slovakia have again 
been passed over in connection with these appoint
ments. The Hungarians demand the complete and un
restrained execution of the language-law, without any 
flrther envasions. The whole population of South- 
Slovakia complains of the fact that the various 
authorities refuse to inform the public in the same 
language which it is wont to use in its applications 
made to them. As contrasted with the system in force 
in the German territories of Bohemia, the names of 
stations are — with only a very few exceptions — 
written only in "Czecho-Slovak" even in those parts 
of Slovakia where the population is nearly 100% pure 
Hungarian. The number of Hungarian schools is very 
small and insufficient. There are a large number of 
"city" schools wanting (a type between the elementary 
and secondary grade), and the Hungarian sections of 
secondary schools are also wanting even in the centres 
of territories with a dense Hungarian populations 
(Ldva, Rozsnyo, etc.). The case of Hungarian con
tinuation school training (for people over schooling 
age), parish libraries, houses for adult education, etc., 
does not receive the support guaranteed by the law. 
It is primarily in the field of economic life that the 
Hungarians demand an equal and just treatment. In 
this respect they are made to suffer irreparable losses, 
being ignored in such things as public works, railway 
and road building, relief works, etc. This is the reason 
why unemployment in Slovakia shows nearly always 
tie same situation. — y —

THE LINGUISTIC RIGHTS OF THE 
MAGYARS EXIST ONLY ON PAPER

Under the Czecho-Slovak Language Law minori
ties are entitled to linguistic rights in districts where 
they constitute 20% of the total population. Despite

this, in the Feled administrative district, where the 
Magyars, even according to the Czech Census of 
1930, constitute 94.44% of the population, every sum
mons, writ, and ordinance issued by the District 
Office in Feled is worded only in Czech; the land 
register is kept in that language, and all papers wit
nessing the entries in the land register are also in 
Czech. The thirty-three Hungarian viilages belonging 
to that district now demand correction of this state 
of affairs from the Ministry of Finance in Prague.

— y —

SLOVAK JOURNALIST SENTENCED 
FOR COMPARING THE OLD AND 

THE PRESENT REGIME

On November 12th, the District Court at Besz- 
tercebanya (Banska Bystrica) sentenced Alexander 
Paken, editor of the "Narodnie Noviny” , published in 
Turoczszentmarton (Turciansky Svaty Martin), to one 
week's imprisonment because, according to the charge 
brought against him by the Public Prosecutor, he had 
made a bitter attack on the Government at a popular 
meeting of electors on May 15th, and had made 
a comparison between the old Hungarian rule and 
the present Czech regime. The "Narodnie Noviny", be 
it said, is the oldest and most important Slovak 
newspaper. — y —

THE SLOVAK LANGUAGE AND 
SLOVAK LITERATURE ARE NOT 

TAUGHT IN THE “ SLO VAK" 
UNIVERSITY

The "Slovak" of November 10th once more come 
plains of the state of affairs prevailing in the Pozsony 
(Bratislava) Komensky University. In this, Slovakia's 
only university — it says — the Faculty of Philosophy 
has only one Slovak professor and one Slovak reader, 
besides a Czech professor who lectures in Slovak. 
The rest of the professors are all Czechs. For the 
winter term of the school year 1935—36 no lectures 
on modem Slovak literature have been announced. 
The only seminar for literature is the Czech one. 
When a Slovak student leaves the university he will 
know all about the Czech language, but little or 
nothing about Slovak. (One paragraph in the article 
was suppressed by the Czecho-Slovak Censor.)
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SLOVAKS PASSED OVER IN 
ALLOTMENT OF GOVERNMENT 

POSTS

According to a report of the "Slovak" (Nov. 15th), 
the Railway Directorate in Slovakia (Pozsony and 
Kassa) recently appointed 30 new engineers; only 3 
of whom were of Slovak nationality. — y —

R U M A N I A

MOST RECENT
COMPLAINTS OF THE HUNGARIANS 

IN RUMANIA

The organizations in the Banate, of the Hun
garian Party in Rumania on November 3rd held a 
general meeting at Temesvar. Count George Bethlen, 
President of the Party, called the attention of the 
meeting to the fact that the Rumanian Press and a 
section of the public were alarmed by the very exist
ence of the minorities who represent a noteworthy 
percentage of the entire population. Referring to the 
number of Hungarians employed by the State, the 
President declared that it had never exceeded the 
general percentage of the Hungarian minority in 
Rumania, and that the Hungarians had only been 
employed in minor offices. It was deliberately mali
cious to say that the Hungarian civil servants refused 
to learn the language of the State. If they had not 
known the language properly, would they, have been 
able to keep their posts until now? and would they 
have passed a number of examinations in Rumanian? 
Speaking of these examinations, it would be far more 
honest, he continued, if the Government said frankly 
that the Hungarians must not be employed in any 
office, as has actually been done in the case of the 
Post Office. Indeed, an ordinance issued by the Ministry 
of the Interior says that even such a small post as 
that of a night watch may only be filled by a native 
Rumanian. However, the language examinations, which 
resemble a regular steeple-chase arranged on the 
principle of "numerus Valachicus", applies not only 
to civil servants; other Hungarians engaged in the 
professions or in the employment of private firms, 
are also deprived of every possibility of finding work, 
even such as is hardly enough to secure their daily 
bread. These poor wretches are not allowed to find 
a home in their own native land, and they do not even 
know where to look for a place of shelter. Speaking 
of the new Bill of Administration, the President 
stated that it did not secure citizens the right to use 
what language they like; on the contrary, it threatened 
to dissolve any body not using Rumanian as its of
ficial language. This .again, might endanger the right 
of eligibility in the case of a great many minority 
citizens. This Bill made it look as if the Hungarians 
were not at home in their own native land, being con
sidered as strangers but allowed to live there. After 
lodging an endless series of complaints at home, 
Count Bethlen said, the Hungarian minority had had 
to go to the League of Nations to seek for redress. 
Though the late Premier, M. Duca, had admitted that 
there could be no objection to this step, yet the very 
persons who had forced the Party to take this step 
were now making reproaches. M. Antoniadc, Ru
manian Delegate, on the other hand, had told the 
League of Nations that the Hungarians of Rumania 
were well pleased with their situation, because they

had rarely complained before. — The meeting passed 
a unanimous resolution protesting against the Gov
ernment's anti-Hungarian and anti-minority policy; 
against the policy which is gradually making it im
possible for the Hungarians, politically as well as 
culturally and economically, to use their most natural 
and human rights or even to make a modest living 
for themselves. The present Government has no re
spect for the rights of the minorities guaranteed them 
both by the Covenant of Paris and by the Constitu
tion and Laws of the State. The numerous dismissals 
following the so-called language examinations, and 
the expulsion of the Hungarians from the civil service 
and the public works, has called forth a bitter protest 
from the entire Hungarian minority in Rumania. In 
general the meeting protested against these anomalies, as 
well as against many other things, such as the analysis 
of family names which threatens the very existence 
of minority schools, against the methods of the Inter- 
imar Committees (appointed to conduct the affairs of 
a city until the new mayor has been elected), and 
against all kinds of anti-minority actions and acts of 
violence. The meeting decided to have recourse to 
all legal means to find redress for these wrongs. 
(”Keleti Ujsag”, November 6-th.).

—y—

RE THE “ PRIVATE PROPERTIES 
OF CSIK“

In the year 1914, the total value of the "Private 
Properties of Csik" was estimated at 105,820.000 gold 
crowns; they consisted of 36.000 hectares of forest 
and pasture land, and other types of land. The whole 
belonged to the descendants of the old Szekler march- 
men in the County of Csik, but it was taken away 
from them by the Rumanian Government in the year 
1923. — The parties concerned, in 1929, sent a petition 
to the League of Nations, and a decision in the case 
was taken by the League on September 27th, 1932. 
Waiving the solution of the legal problem as to 
whether the confiscated property was, by right of 
succession, due to the Rumanian State or whether it 
still formed the property of the Szeklers of Csik, the 
League proposed a "practical solution” by accepting 
the offer made by the Rumanian Government to 
restore one fifth of the property to the Szeklers. The 
manner in which the Rumanian Government proceeded 
in July, 1934 to carry out this agreement, inter
nationally approved in Geneva, has induced the Hun
garian Party in Rumania to file a protest in Par
liament. The existing laws make it impossible for the 
lawful owners to make their own arrangements with 
regard to the administration of the property restored 
to them; at the same time, even this share will not 
be restored to them unless they are willing to sign a 
declaration renouncing all further claims to the re
maining part. Thereupon the parties concerned sent 
a new petition to the League of Nations, but no de
cision has been taken in this case so far. On the other 
hand, the Rumanian Government are endeavouring to 
create a "fait accompli" by a speedy execution of the 
law, which not only violates the interests of the 
parties concerned but also contradicts the intentions 
of the decision taken by the League on September 
27-th, 1932. — Accordingly, the County Council of 
Csik on November 1-st held a meeting at which they 
discussed the formalities of restoring the part of the 
"Private Properties of Csik" allotted to them in 
Geneva to the possession of the County. This clearly 
shows that the Government is not willing to return 
this part of the property to the Szeklers concerned, 
but that it intends to hand it over to the official
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county which has been well "diluted', with Rumanians 
since the change of dominion (1918). The administra
tion of this part will not be in the hands of a Board 
of directors elected by the owners, but of a Board 
nominated by the County Council. The Prefect of the 
County of Csik has suggested that the County Council 
should choose a Committee of Administration, consist
ing of eight members, whose President would be the 
Prefect himself. The County Council, however, con
sisting of 15 Hungarian members as against 12 Ru
manians, has rejected this proposition, as the law of 
1934 contravenes the “ Private Property" Regulations 
accepted also by the League of Nations. According to 
these regulations, the "Private Property" must be ad
ministered by Szeklers from Csik; consequently, the 
Prefect may not be the President of the Committee of 
Administration, as he is neither a Szekler nor a native 
of the County of Csik. ("Brassoi Lapok", Novem
ber 4-th),

—y—

NATIONALITY STATISTICS 
OF TRANSYLVANIA FOR THE 

YEAR 1935.

In his new book entitled "La Transvlvanie Rou- 
maine et ses minorities ethniques” , Dr. Silviu Drago- 
mir, University Professor in Kolozsvar (Cluj), has 
published the nationality statistics of everv county in 
Rumania; in his work he used the official figures of 
the Census of 1930 so far not made public anywhere 
else. This book, which may be considered as a semi
official publication, shows that the population of the 
areas taken from Hungary totals 5,543.250. The 
number of Rumanians is 3,206.261 (57.9%); of Hun
garians (Magyars); 1,353.675 (24.4%); of Germans; 
543.622 (9.8%); of Czecho-Slovaks: 46,161 (0.8%); of 
Ruthenians 36,576 (0.6%); of Bulgarians 11,380 (0.2%); 
of Serbs 43,454 (0.8%); of Jews 178,121 (3. %); of 
Gipsies 107,749 (1.9% and of others 15,951 (0.2%).

With regard to these figures we must point out 
that the number of the Magyar inhabitants has been 
decreased by 307,000 as compared with the figures 
of the Census of 1910. Consequently, these figures do 
not show the actual percentage of Magyars living there 
at present. This decrease cannot be sufficiently ex
plained either as due to the deduction of the number 
of Jews (i. e. people of Jewish faith), or as the result 
of the omission of those Magyars who belong to the 
Greek Catholic or the Greek Oriental (Orthodox) 
Church. According to our own calculations, the Ma
gyar population of Transylvania totals over 1,800.000, 
and represents 32% of the entire population of Tran
sylvania. We shall, however, return to a detailed 
criticism of Prof. Silviu's figures.

y

SUBSIDISING^ OF MINORITY 
INSTITUTIONS AN ACT —  

DANGEROUS TO THE STATE

The elected town council of the city of Sepsi- 
szentgyorgy has just recently been dissolved under an 
Order in Council; the reason for this action is alleged 
to be the fact that the town council had granted sub
sidies also to the institutions of the Hungarian 
minority; this, it was stated, shows an attitude hostile 
to the interests of the State. — y —

POLITICAL ACTION AGAINST 
MINISTERS OF A  WHOLE 

PROTESTANT DIOCESE
A Protestant (Reformed) Minister, the Rev. Adam 

Rozsonday, was charged, by the public prosecutor, with 
the alleged crime of political agitation dangerous to 
the State. He is said to have made the statement, from 
the pulpit of his church, that all those who give up 
their religion will be refused burial in a Protestant 
(Reformed) cemetery; nor will they be allowed to act 
as godparents while they are alive. At his trial the 
Rev. Rozsonday told the Court that he had simply 
read the orders of his superior, the Dean of his 
diocese; the same had been done by all the other 
Ministers of the Diocese. Thereupon the charge was 
extended to the Dean as well as all the other Ministers 
of the Diocese, ("Siebenburgisch Deutsches Tageblatt", 
Oct. 23-rd, 1935).

—y—

NEW GRIEVANCES OF CATHOLICS 
IN TRANSYLVANIA

The Sergeant of Gendarmes in Csikkarcfalva (in 
the County of Csik) has prohibited the wearing of the 
so-called “Jesus Heart” badges because, in his opinion, 
they are suggestive of irredentism (Brassoi Lapok, 
November 8-th). Again, the Sergeant of Gendarmes in 
Csikszenttamas has confiscated the Roman Catholic 
textbooks which have been used in the elementary 
schools of the State for some vears by permission of the 
Rumanian Ministry of Education,; unfortunately they 
happen to be written in Hungarian, which seems to 
have been good enough reason for the Sergeant to 
look upon them as irredentist books. (Brassoi Lapok, 
November 8th). A statue of the Virgin Mary had been 
standing for many years outside the building of the 
State Grammar School in the town of Szatmar; it has 
now been removed from there, because it was con
sidered to be an object dangerous to the interests of 
— the Rumanian State (Keleti Ujsag, November 9-th).

—y ~

FRESH BRAIN W AVE OF 
RUMANIAN CENSOR

In Szatmar, which is a small city of a purely 
Hungarian population situated not very far from the 
new frontier of Hungary, a body of Hungarian ama
teurs desired to produce a comedy called “ Matricula
tion", by a Hungarian playwright John Vaszary (it is 
now one of the great dramatic successes in Budapest). 
The censor, however, refused to allow the performance, 
unless the amateurs accepted the corrections made by 
him He stipulated that they should not mention the 
authors of such immortal works of Hungarian litera
ture as “The Tragedy of Man” by Imre Madach, “At 
the End of September” bv Petofi (the finest lyric in 
Hungarian literature), and ,,The Bards of Wales", a 
beautiful ballad by the greatest Hungarian epic poet, 
John Arany: these names must be replaced by those 
of Rumanian poets, such as Cosbuc, Eminescu, etc. 
(Brassoi Lapok, November 9-th). — Just imagine 
another Government ordering actors to replace the 
names of Shakespeare and Shaw by those of Schiller 
and Gerhard Hauptmann as the authors of “Midsum
mer night's Dream” and "Saint Joan"!!

_ y _
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Y U G O S L A V I A

RIOTOUS BEHAVIOUR OF SERB 
“ KOMITAJIS"

During the carrying into effect of the Land Reform 
about 14.000 war-volunteers (dobrovoljac) and Serb 
"komitajis" (chetnik) were settled in the southern 
districts wrested from Hungary, not only in order 
to raise the percentage of the Serb population there, 
but also in order that these unbridled elements, always 
ready for any kind of mischief, might keep the Hun
garian populations of those regions under a rule of 
terror. How they try to fulfil the latter task may be 
judged from the following incidents of recent 
occurrence.

In an inn at Ujvidek (Novisad), the capital of 
the Danube Banate, a Serb blacksmith dressed in 
chetnik uniform stealthily attacked the son of the 
Hungarian innkeeper, inflicting dangerous knife 
wounds on the young man and a friend who rushed 
to his aid; all because they had got the band to play 
Hungarian songs as well as Serb songs and dance 
music.

A few days later, in another inn at Ujvidek, a 
Serb chetnik settler rushed with revolver and dagger 
drawn at a Hungarian who had ordered Hungarian 
songs to be played, and only a timely escape saved 
the Hungarian from being murdered.

At Szenttamas (Srbobran) the Hungarian in
habitants of the place are being kept in a state of 
constant terror by the Serb ’’komitaji” settlers, who 
go about breaking windows and committing other 
outrages.

— y —

MINORITY ASSOCIATIONS 
“ MUZZLED"

Under § 157 of the Elementary Education Law 
of 1929 all cultural, social, philanthropic, etc. societies 
have had to amalgamate in one joint association. In 
the final issue this means that all the minority as
sociations of that sort, being under a Serb central 
management, are not able, or only within narrow 
limits, to realise their own aims, namely the develop
ment of their own national culture and the execution 
of their own special social tasks. That this, in practice, 
is so may be seen from the case of the Social As

P O L I T I C A

sociations’ Alliance in Novisad. That Alliance held 
its annual general meeting on October 21-st. When it 
came to the re-election of officials only 2 Hungarian 
and 2 German supernumemary members were elected 
on the Board, which consists of 21 members, including 
deputies. A resolution, moreover, was passed asking 
the police authorities in future not to grant the several 
associations permission to arrange any performances 
until the consent of the Alliance had been obtained.

— y —

ALIEN HARVESTERS MUST BE 
EMPLOYED IN HUNGARIAN 

DISTRICTS
According to the statistics of the Labour Bureau 

in the Voivodina for 1929, the number of landless 
labourers engaged in agricultural pursuits is 15.000, 
the majority of whom are Magyars by race. How these 
landless labourers are being treated, how they have 
been deprived of opportunities of permanent work 
and of making a livelihood by the way the Land 
Reform has been carried into effect without taking 
into consideration the Hungarian claimants, is seen 
from the fact that in the district of Szenttamas 
(Srobran) alone Serb and Croatian labourers from 
Dalmatia and Bosnia were employed this year by 
orders of the authorities for harvesting work, their 
wages, paid in kind and amounting to 60 wagonloads 
of grain, having recently been sent home to them at 
rates 75% below the ordinary carriage rates.

— y —

FRESH HUNGARIAN VICTIMS 
OF LAND REFORM

A plot ol land called the ”K6vag6”-plot, lying 
just outside the city of Subotica (Szabadka) has been 
leased for the last twenty-five years principally by 
penniless Hungarian land-labourers. Now that the term 
of the lease has expired, these poor wretches are 
forced to leave their homes because the land on which 
those homes are built has been expropriated for the 
purposes of the Land Reform and given to Bunievatz 
farmers and Serb settlers without any consideration 
for the rights of the former lessees. Seventy-two 
Hungarian families have been left without homes and 
income just on the threshold of the Winter season.

— y —

E C O N O M Y

FAILURE OF “ECONOMIC LITTLE 
ENTENTE*4

At the request of the Foreign Ministry the 
Bucharest Chamber of Commerce and Industry has 
drawn up a memorandum, in which the obstacles are 
set forth which, within the framework of the Little 
Entente's economic alliance, stand in the way of 
Rumania's exportation of commodities, That the 
"Economic Little Entente" has been a failure is to be 
read plainly between the lines of the memorandum.

It shows, for instance, that trade between Yugoslavia 
and Rumania is confined within very narrow limits, 
and that much has yet to be done in the way of ex
tending them. The trade balance shows an insigni
ficant surplus in Rumania's favour, Czecho-Slovakia 
purchases much more from Yugoslavia than from 
Rumania. The memorandum also shows that trade 
between Czecho-Slovakia and Rumania always turns 
out unfavourable to the latter. Rumania’s balance of 
foreign trade with Czech-Slovakia since 1920 shows 
a deficit of 16.800 million lei. Rumania's exports to 
Czecho-Slovakia are decreasing. In 1934 Rumania was



NOVEMBER, 1935. D A N V B I A N  R E V I E W 25

not in a position to export even the contractual 
quantity of products, because her crop of rye was 
poor. Her exports in live stock have also become un
favourable. In 1930, for, instance, Rumania received 
permission from the Prague Government to export to 
Czecho-Slovakia a quota of 42,000 head of cattle and
200.000 pigs. Despite this, Czecho-Slovakia did not buy 
one single head of horned cattle and only 26.480 pigs 
from Rumania. Since that date Czecho-Slovakia’s 
customs duties have changed; new duties have been 
imposed and the old ones raised. The memorandum 
complains that Czecho-Slovakia buys the greater part 
of her petroleum supplies from America, Poland, and 
Russia instead of from Rumania. ("Erdelyi Lapok" 
November 8.)

— y —

C Z E C H  O - S L O  V A K J A

CZECH CRITICISM 
OF CZECHO-SLOVAKIA’S 

SELF-SUPPORTING ECONOMIC POLICY
, An interesting lecture dealing with the changes 

of the structure of world economy has recently been 
delivered by Mr. Klimecky before the Czech Eco
nomic Society. These changes, he says, have affected 
Czecho-Slovakia more than any other country. The 
greatest shock was caused by the change of dominion 
(1918), for since then the manufacturing industry has 
depended even more on the export of goods. The 
economic policy of the State has to be adjusted to 
new conditions, Every step on the way from manu
facturing industry to agriculture means, in the lectur
er's opinion, a decline from the present financial and 
cultural level. Czecho-Slovakia attaches too much im
portance to the results of the industrialization of agri
cultural countries. The industrialization of agricultural 
countries increases the buying power of the population, 
and the vogue of industrialization will soon die down 
for lack of sufficient capital. Czecho-Slovakia must 
endeavour to keep her present markets and to regain 
those she has lost,

—y—

NEW DRAFT BUDGET FOR 1936.

The new Draft Budget for the year 1936 was 
submitted to Parliament by M. Trappel, Minister of 
Finance, on November 14th. In his opening speech 
the Minister stated that the expenditure had been 
estimated at an amount 352.632.000 crowns in excess 
of that for the previous year.

Economic conditions show an improvement and 
a certain gradually increasing stability, but it will 
be some time before the results will be clearly seen 
in the finances of the State. In the first half of this 
year no results were evident; since July, however, 
the revenue of the State has increased, and there is 
also an upward tendency in both the passenger and 
goods traffic of the State railways. The economic 
crisis has had a particularly disastrous effect on the 
finances of the State, not only because it has dealt a 
blow to a flourishing industry and agriculture, but 
^tlso because the amount of goods purchased by the

neighbouring countries is much smaller than before. 
The circumstances of the structural invigoration of 
the Republic were very poor. This may be seen from 
the fact that those countries towards which the pro
spects of export show an improving tendency, are 
generally those that are lying very far from the 
Republic.

Continuing his speech, M. Trappel stated that 
the money market was active; this, again, would enable 
the authorities to cope with the question of debts. 
The Government was firmly resolved, however, to 
protect the capitalists from suffering any material 
losses. The Minister then announced the reform of 
the system of taxation with a view to the liquidation 
of the taxes imposed before the economic crisis.

The total amount of revenue under the new 
Budget is expected to amount to 8032 millions, while 
that of the expenditure is estimated at 8033 millions. 
In certain items the expenses show an increase, mostly 
balanced by the items of State debts figuring among 
the items of the Ministry of Finance, It is to be 
specially noted that the amount of personal expend
iture shows an increase of 175 millions, while that of 
material expenditure shows a decrease of 126 mil
lions. The national defence expenditure, however, has 
increased by 11 millions. Investments are estimated 
at 2498 millions; out of this, 360 millions go to 
military investments prescribed by the financial law.

— >' —

DECREASE IN VOLUME OF DEPOSITS

The latest return of the Czecho-Slovak National 
Bank establishes the fact that there has been an 
increase in the amount of demands for credit from the 
bank of issue due to the maturity of State payments. 
In September there was a decline in the amount of 
deposits in the custody of the Prague savingsbanks 
and of the national banking companies. In the pro
vinces the course of development of the situation pre
sents a more natural tendency; but in general the fact 
may be established that the discussion in the press 
concerning currency questions very rapidly and detri
mentally affected the course of development of the 
volume of deposits.

y

FOREIGN TRADE BALANCE 
FOR OCTOBER

The latest statistical report referring to the 
situation of foreign trade relations in the month of 
October, shows an excess of exports of 111.98 million 
crowns. The balance in October 1934 was 136.24 mil
lion crowns. This shows a decrease as compared with 
the excess of exports for last year.

— y —

UNEMPLOYMENT INCREASING

At the end of October, 1935, the number of 
persons out of work was 602.775; last month it was 
573.372; this shows an increase of 5.1% since Sept
ember. The percentage of the increase in Bohemia is
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5.3, in Moravia-Silcsia: 4.2, in Slovakia: 8.1, while 
in Ruthenia we find a decrease of 14.6% in the 
number of unemployed.

y "

INSOLVENCY OF AGRICULTURE

A pamphlet recently published by M. Joseph Za- 
dina, the new Czecho-Slovak Minister of Agriculture 
and entitled "The Republican Party as Champion of 
Settlement of Agricultural Debts” deals with the 
problem of agricultural insolvency; his data are based 
on the figures of the official Czecho-Slovak statistical 
report of the debts accumulated at the different bank
ing establishments during the year 1933. The total 
amount of taxes levied on the agriculture of Czecho
slovakia, according to this pamphlet, at the end of 
1933, was about 25.6 milliard Czech crowns (1 milliard 
=  1000 millions); if we add the taxes on agro-com
mercial and industrial establishments, the total ag
gregates about 34 milliard Czech crowns. The increase 
of mortgage-debts is the most striking proof of the 
deplorable situation of financial life. From 27 milliards 
in 1928, the amount of the same increased to 39.9 
milliards in 1931, in Bohemia. Out of this, the 
amount of mortgage-debts on agricultural real estate 
amounted to 14.5 milliards in 1928, rising to 22.8 mil
liards in 1931. The total amount of agricultural 
mortgage-debts, inclusive of Slovakia and Ruthenia 
too, is, according to M. Zadina's calculations, not less 
than 28 milliards. Insolvency showed an increasing 
tendency in 1932, and also in the year 1933 and, to 
a certain extent, in 1934, so that the total amount is 
according to certain estimates well over 30 milliards. 
These figures show that the insolvency of the agri
cultural population of Czecho-Slovakia is continually 
increasing, in spite of the fact that, acting under the 
influence of the Czech Agrarian Party, one of its 
most powerful supporters, the Government has almost 
completely abolished the import of agricultural pro
ducts into the Republic, having thus dealt a heavy 
blow to the industry of Czecho-Slovakia, which finds 
it even more difficult to find foreign markets for its 
products now than in the years previous to the 
financial crisis.

— y —

SITUATION OF AGRICULTURE 
IN SLOVAKIA AND RUTHENIA

Count John Eszterhazy, President of the Hunga
rian Christian Socialist Party, on November 13th made 
a speech at a meeting of the Agricultural Committee 
of Parliament. The situation of agriculture in Slovakia 
and Ruthenia (territories taken from Hungary) was, 
he said, most desperate, and especially the situation 
of small holders. Count Eszterhazy then referred to 
the ruthlessness of legal distress. The interest on 
arrears of taxes is far too high in the present 
financial situation. While the interest paid on bank
ing deposits is not more than 3—3.5%, the interest 
on arrears is as high as 8%; a further 1/2% has to be 
paid for the warnings repeated in general every two 
months. The tax on wine is too high to allow the 
Hungarian wine growers to carry on profitable 
business. The hopes attaching to the monopoly on 
cereals have not been realized. The monopoly makes 
it impossible to sell a single wagonload of barley in 
Slovakia, and it is impossible even to think of selling 
maize at a fixed price, The compulsory re-purchasing

of the grain that has often become mouldy or rotten 
makes a considerable cut in the prices that seem so 
alluring on paper. The farmers are so burdened with 
debts that there is an urgent demand for the settle
ment of these debts, similar to the settlement already 
effected in the neighborouring states.

— y —

H U N G A R Y

FAVOURABLE BALANCE OF STATE 
ADMINISTRATION BUDGET

The reports issuel by the Ministry of Finance on 
the financial situation of Hungary in September 1935, 
show that the total expenditure of the State ad
ministration in September amounted to 55.6 million 
pengo, while the receipts were 3,5 millions (exclusive 
of the loans negotiated); this gives a balance of 3.5 
million pengo. Out of the sum appropriated for in
vestments from the foreign credit loan, 0.1 million 
pengo have been paid out for the purposes of State 
administration,

The total expenses of the State undertaking in 
September amounted to 33.3 million pengo, while the 
receipts totalled 31.9 millions; this shows a deficit of 
1.4 million pengo. Out of the sum appropriated for 
investments from the foreign credit loan, 0.1 million 
pengo have been paid out for the purposes of State 
undertakings,

2.3 million pengo have been paid to the National 
Bank for the League of Nations loan; of this amount 
a loan of 1.7 million pengo for which there has 
just been deposited a corresponding amount of Treasury 
Notes, has not yet been transferred. For the actual 
payment of other State obligations Treasury Notes 
have been deposited to the amount of 0.6 million 
pengo. Besides these data, the reports refer to the 
different investments, the proportions of the sum 
being on the whole limited.

—y—

IN THE TEN FIRST MONTHS OF THE 
YEAR THE ENTIRE VOLUME OF FOREIGN 

TRADE INCREASED BY 14% AS 
COMPARED WITH 1934.

Hungary's volume of foreign trade in October and 
from January to October of the current year shows 
the following figures:

In October the value of goods imported was 39.2 
million pengo, as against 33.1 millions in 1934; ex
ports amounted to 53.4 (last year 37.1) millions; so 
that the monthly foreign trade balance closed with 
an excess of exports of 14.2 (4.0) millions. The in
crease noticeable in imports was chiefly due to the 
importation of maize. The great increase in exports 
consisted primarily of fresh meat, wheat, flour and 
half-finished iron goods.

In the first 10 months of the year the value of 
imports was 306.6 (280.2) million pengo. The foreign
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trade balance in 1934 for the months January-October 
showed an excess of exports of 36.1 millions, while 
in that for the same period of 1935 the value of 
exports exceeded that of imports by 45.9 millions.

In the months January-October imports in maize, 
bran, raw and scrap iron and motor-cars increased 
considerably, while trade in raw mineral oils, coal, 
felled and sawn timber decreased to a noteworthy 
extent.

The chief exports to show an increase were lard 
and bacon, pigs, fresh and smoked meat, and half- 
finished iron goods; exports in rye, feathers, tobacco 
and butter, on the other hand, showed a con
siderable decline,

— y —

DEVELOPMENT OF TRADE VIA 
THE PORT OF FIUME

The Italo-Hungarian committee constituted on the 
Italo-Hungarian agreement concerning the Port of 
Fiume, held its third meeting in Rome at the beginning 
of.November, with S. Luigi Maccaloni in the chair. 
The principal subject discussed was how to increase 
the volume of traffic. In the first place, railway and 
shipping rates, the formalities of accounts and customs, 
and certain special trade points of view were dis
cussed. In general the whole present volume of traffic 
and the possibilities of increasing it were investigated. 
At the end of the conversations it was found that the 
committee had made considerable progress towards 
realising the intentions of the agreement, by solving 
problems which hitherto had prevented the transport 
of certain Hungarian consignments via Fiume.

— y —

R U M A N I A

ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL CONDITIONS

M. Antonescu, Finance Minister, views Rumania's 
financial position with confidence. The last state
ment made to the press by M. Madgearu, former Min
ister of Finance, shows that he does not share M. 
Antonescu's optimism. In M. Madgearu's opinion this 
year's Budget will not be balanced either. The best 
indication of this is that the State Treasury is con
stantly in difficulties over payments. M. Madgearu 
alleges that the Government in taking advantage of 
the good faith of the country's foreign creditors: that 
it spent 1000 million lei in asingle year on personal 
expenditure, 100 millions on secret funds and 600 
millions on material expenditure. The Government — 
says M. Madgearu — has no right to levy new taxes 
to cover the additional 2000 million lei to be spent on 
armaments. Rumania's foreign trade policy may be 
described as irresolute. The whole system of foreign 
trade is about to undergo a change. For the moment 
Rumania has ceased to import from the following 
countries, Britain, Holland, France, Belgium, Italy,

Portugal, Norway, and Egypt. The explanation given 
is that the balance of Rumania's foreign trade with 
those countries is unfavourable. The statement made 
by M. Continescu, Minister of Finance, is characteristic. 
Speaking at the General Meeting of the Bucharest 
Merchants Council, he told the Rumanian merchants 
not to buy goods from Britain and France until the 
equilibrium of the foreign trade balance had been 
restored, and gave voice to the conviction that trade 
devedopment must continue to be directed towards 
Germany. — The organ of the National Peasants' 
Party, the "Dreptatea", has requested the Prime Min
ister to reply to these allegation, which the newspaper 
considere are quite out of place in the mouth of an 
ex-minister.

— y —

Y U G O S L A V I A

FOREIGN CAPITAL IN YUGOSLAVIA

In a report issued by the Yugoslav-Dutch Chamber 
of Commerce, the total amount of the capital deposited 
by foreign investors with the banks of Yugoslavia is 
estimated at 3 milliard Dinars (1 milliard =  1000 mil
lions). On the other hand, it is impossible to give a 
similarly exact estimate as to the foreign capital in
vested in the various industrial and commercial enter
prises in Yugoslavia. Taking the various countries in 
order, the foreign capital deposited at the banks of 
Yugoslavia may be classified as follows:

France
Great Britain
Switzerland
Czecho-Slovakia
U. S. A.
Belgium
Hungary
Germany
Italy

800 million Dinars
500 ,, „
350 „ „
300 
300
250 „ „
200 
180 
100

YUGOSLAVIA’S HOPELESS CLAIMS

The National Bank of Yugoslavia has just drafted 
a list of the hopeless claims of the country. The 
claims of Yugoslavia against Germany amount to 317 
million Dinars, and against Italy to 159 million Din
ars, while Turkey and Bulgaria figure with much 
smaller sums in this list. The total of Yugoslavia's 
hopeless claims amounts to 500 million Dinars. The 
recovery of the debts due by German firms is the 
most difficult of all, as the remittance of large sums 
from Germany takes about six months.

— y —
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S P O R T S

A T H L E T I C S

The athletic year in Europe is drawing to a close, 
and the contests in most countries are ever. Below 
we publish a list of the best European results, giving 
10 points to the first and one less to all the rest.

1. Finland
2. Germany
3. Sweden
4. England
5. Hungary
6. Italy
7. Norway
8. Poland
9. Switzerland

10. France
11. Esthonia
12. Russia
13. Holland
14. Austria
15. Greece
16. Danmark
17. Ireland
18. Czecho-Slovakia

266.7 points 
243.6 points 
127.2 points 
62.8 points 
61.3 points
40.0 points
36.0 points
27.0 points
25.0 points 
24.5 points
20. points

18.0 points 
17,2 points
9.5 points 
8.2 points
8.0 points
6.0 points
5.0 points

capacity by working together with the fine Hungarian 
teams. Sreibman, the best Polish free-style swimmer, 
for instance, came to Budapest with a scholarship 
from the Polish Association a few weeks ago, and is 
working with the Hungarian swimmers. Further a few 
weeks ago information arrived of the American water- 
polo team's intention to spend some time training in 
Budapest before the Olympic Games. And quite re
cently the Czecho-Slovak Sub-Association in Briinn 
wrote to the Hungarian Swimming Association asking 
whether their best water-polo players could come and 
train with the Hungarian team in Budapest about 
Christmas,

F E N C I N G

The Hungarian sword and epee fencing team took 
part in a tournament in Munich in the middle of 
October. The epee team contest ended in a tie (8:8), 
but because the Germans had a better proportion of 
hits (64:53) they were registered as winners. In sword 
fencing Hungary won by 10:6.

F O O T B A L L

S W I M M I N G

The American swimmers, attracted by the excel
lent reports circulating in America concerning swim
ming in Hungary, visited Budapest on their European 
tour. Their achievements in Budapest assumed a 
special significance, because the first-rate American 
back-stroke swimmer, Kiefer, broke the world record 
on two occasions — swimming 400 metres in excellent 
time: 5 minutes 22,6 seconds, thus lowering the world 
record by 7,8 secs. He also established a world record 
by swimming 200 metres in 2 mins. 27.2 secs.

Another interesting event was the contest between 
the two free-style swimmers, Highland (America) and 
Csik (Hungary). At their first meeting Highland beat 
Csik by 58,2 secs, against the latter's 58.6 secs. At 
their second meeting, however, Csik turned the tables, 
winning in excellent time by 58 against Highland's 
58.6 secs.

That Hungarian swimming has an excellent re
putation is also proved by the fact that swimmers and 
water-polo players come to Budapest from every 
quarter of the globe for training and to increase their

It will be remembered that the Swiss team won the 
match between Switzerland and Hungary last springs 
On November 10-th the Hungarian team did their very 
best in Budapest to wipe out the old score. Their 
efforts were crowned with success, for they won the 
match by 6:1 (3:0),

PING-PONG

As is well-known, the Hungarian ping-pong players 
are the best in the world. A proof of this is that they 
have so far won every world tournament. This fact 
led to the idea of sending a representative world team, 
worthy of their rivals, to try their skill against a Hun
garian representative team. The idea was carried out 
in October and the Hungarian representative team 
played in Budapest against the representative world 
team consisting of Ehrlich (Poland), Kohn (Austria) 
and Kolar (Czeoho-Slowakia). The Hungarians were 
Barna, Szabados and Hazi. The tournament ended in 
an easy victory for the Hungarians, who beat their 
opponents by 6:3 in the singles and 3:0 in the doubles.

y
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