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The political tension of recent months and 

the daily developments, have been followed in 
Hungary with more interest, may, with more 
anxiety, than probably anywhere else.

This may seem paradoxical in the case of a 
country not directly involved in the troubles; and 
yet. the utmost apprehension respecting the issue of 
the crisis has been the continuous thought of all 
Hungarians. It is true that in Hungary no warlike 
preparations could be thought of, no mobilisation 
or any other military measures have been within 
the bounds of reality or possibility; and yet the 
impression has been general that even a serious 
conflict between Italy and the League of Nations 
might produce most disastrous consequences; more 
than that —  until Octber 19th the menace of an 
armed conflic between Italy and the British Empire 
lowered over the world, as a most terrible mesace 
to civilisation. Unhappy it cannot be doubted that 
the latter event would have most probably led to 
another general European war; while even the 
differences between Italy and the League of 
Nations had already shown most dangerous con
sequences. Consequences which not only threatened 
the success of the best-intentioned efforts of all 
peace lovers, but after Hungary's decision in 
Geneva became known, even directly threatened 
Hungary as a consequence of the activity of the 
Little Entente and Soviet Diplomacy. —

In an other article in this issue, we have dealt 
fully with the position Hungarian public opinion 
has taken up with regard to the sanctions decreed 
in Geneva against Italy.

W e feel sure that these explanations will 
make Hungary's attitude just as comprehensible as 
that of Austria and thus recognised as the only 
possible one for these two countries. But let us not 
enter here into legal arguments over this point, 
which may be left to students of international law 
or perhaps historians; but rather let us refer to 
practical points and the special position of Hungary 
in the present crisis, particularly as the hopes are

not quite unjustified that negotiations may take 
the place of the carrying out of sanctions.

Looking at things with a practical eye, we 
see that in spite of the strongest desire to use 
moral arguments only, the immediate and practical 
interests of all countries play a considerable 
role in the problem of Sanctions.

Switzerland has pointed out the difficulties 
which stand in the way of that country carrying 
out the programme of Sanctions; Belgium and 
other countries also have raised objections: but 
the most serious hitch in the possibility of choking 
Italy's foreign trade comes from Germany and the 
U. S. A., both countries not members of the 
League and being so far apparently unwilling to 
abandon their position of absolute neutrality.

The Rumanian demand to be paid for being 
"good boys” was hardly a surprise to those who 
had followed the policy of the Bucharest Govern
ments since the Balkan Wars. However —  we 
cannot admit that the only people in the right are 
those who follow to the limit the old adage ,,salus 
rei publicae suprema lex” :

These selfish aims seem also to govern the 
activity of the Soviet delegates. It really seems 
unlikely that Bolshevism should suddenly have 
awakened to a sense of public duty towards 
mankind —  that Bolshevism which, ever since its 
accession to power, has used all means to under
mine our civilisation and has continually attacked 
democratic institutions and public freedom without 
the slightest hope of being able or even willing 
to really improve the fate of mankind. In spite 
of all professions to the contrary, even in Russia, 
one of the richest countries of the world, Bolshe
vism has failed to prevent famines and other 
causes decimating the population, or to carry out 
the communistic ideals for the good of all subjects 
alike.

While hoping that the British will understand 
Hungary's point of view, which was not prompted 
by either a desire for selfish benefits, or by fear 
or flinching from obligations, we, at the same time 
are glad that Britain is fighting so unequivocally 
for the principles of the League of Nations. Hun-
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gary has not only willingly accepted the Principles 
of the Covenant, but has in fact, ever since she 
joined the League, expected from the League 
redress in all cases where she thought to have 
legitimate grievances. Thus Hungary never falt
ered in her adhesion to those ideals which are 
meant to advance our civilisation, even if occa
sionally she had to suffer under the defects of 
the machinery. We therefore doubt not, that the 
present crisis will give an impetus to those efforts 
which tend towards making the League's machi
nery more effective.

And at this moment we in Hungary cannot 
help, but remember several speeches made by Sir 
Samuel Hoare, also his negotiations with the 
French Government, on which occasions —  ac
cording to newspaper reports —  the Foreign 
Secretary clearly stated that the League's aim 
cannot be to maintain the present state of affairs 
in absolue rigidity, but to work for evolution.

We are glad that thus, while the ensuring of 
collective action stands foremost to-day, some 
such change in the policy of the League is likely 
to follow which will, in our opinion, better ensure 
(or even become an absolute guarantee), that the 
high ideals embodied in the Covenant shall be put 
into practice.

To all appearances the present crisis must be 
solved first by upholding the principles of the 
League. This opinion prevails among the majority 
of the League's members; but nevertheless let us 
hope that a certain amount of flexibility can be 
given to the present negotiations which will help 
to accelerate that possibility of compromise in 
detail which seems the surest way to maintain and 
save the principles. After all it is a sovereign 
right of the League to decide how its chief aim, 
the maintenance of peace and the maintenance of 
the spirit of the League's policy, can be attained.

If some reasonable and just understanding is 
not reached, the danger of further political 
troubles in Europe seems inevitable, —  inevitable 
because, as stated above, the position taken up by 
Germany and the United States may have a 
decisive effect upon the results of whatever de
cisions the League Members take. At present Pre
sident Roosevelt seems to be supported by the 
overwhelming majority of his country, which ap
proves his policy of neutrality, even against the 
strong pressure of "would-be” war profiteered. 
There is no reason as yet to doubt that the majority 
of the American people would resent the idea of 
being dragget into another European war, and 
consequently, if peace could not be secured in 
Europe, it is more than likely that that part of 
American public opinion will gain supreme in
fluence which desires to keep out of European

entanglements by all means. This again would mean 
another retrograde step and silence the voices of 
those Americans who realize that American 
prosperity is dependent upon the United States 
cooperating, on the basis of sound economic 
principles, with Europe.

Germany on the other hand is cleverly keep
ing aloof from the present political discussions; 
but what she will ultimately do may have a de
cisive influence upon the turn which affairs may 
finally take on the Continent.

Germany’s action might also be of considerable 
influence upon the later decisions of Poland. 
Poland hitherto has done what circumstances pre
scribed as the only possible foreign policy for that 
country. She is anxious and willing to maintain 
her friendship and her treaty with France. Not 
only because France has for centuries stood up 
for Polish independence, but because France was 
Poland’s surest ally against possible German 
aggression; but on the other hand France's friend
ship and alliance with Soviet Russia forced Poland 
to accept Hitler's offer of friendship and to sign 
a Polish German treaty even if it was limited to 
only 10 years. After all it is, in the worst case, 
probably even odds, that instead of renewed 
enmity between the two countries, at the lapse 
of 10 years, they shall have realized that it is 
better for both to live on good neighbourly terms 
and cooperate towards the welfare of the German 
and Polish people.

The treaty between Soviet Russia and Czecho
slovakia lately gave even more justification to the 
German and Polish treaty, especially in view of 
the continuous and recently increased persecution 
of Polish minorities in Czecho-Slovakia.

That activity which through the Czecho
slovak corridor is bringing Russian air forces 
right into the middle of Europe —  Eger on the 
western Czecho-Slovak frontier is practically in 
the center of southern Germany —  makes it also 
comprehensible that rumors find occasionally 
credence, that Germany, Poland, Hungary, and 
Yugoslavia might prepare for an anti-bolshevik 
block to keep away the Soviet from Europe.

Yes, instead of pre-war policy which led to 
the world war, let us stand up for the League 
of Nations, only the League, but also the full 
spirit of the Covenant. Only, if we can ensure a 
smooth and quick working to look into the root 
of the troubles and thus ensure action for better 
spirit, that new chapter in relations amongst the 
nations of the civilised world, only then can we 
hope that all danger of further political and 
economic troubles shall have passed away and a 
happier future for all of us can be vouchsafed.


