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special favour by raising his church to the dignity of 
a Minor Basilica, was a conspicuous figure in his robes 
of black, and at the end of the service he received the 
congratulations of the assembled prelates.

The day's rites began with Low Masses and 
Prime and Little Hours in the chapel of the Relics. 
The consecration itself commenced at 7.30, when 
Cardinal Seredi, a striking figure in his vestments of 
gold, entered the Nave and proceeded to the Fald
stool. At his bidding, the 12 candles below the Con
secration Crosses were lighted. Attended by the Deacon 
and Sub-Deacon, and followed by the community, His 
Eminence then left the church, and the doors were 
closed.

Then followed the Procession of the Relics, which 
were contained in solid silver boxes placed in an 
Ark. Issuing from the Chapel of the Relics, the pro
cession proceeded to the front door of the church 
where, baring his head, the Cardinal offered prayer 
and knelt while the first portion of the Litanies of the 
Saints was sung.

After sprinkling the walls with holy water and 
circling the church three times, the Cardinal halted 
before the West Door and requested admission into 
the church in the name of the King of Glory. Thrice 
was this request made, and at length the door was 
opened from within by the Deacon Custodian, His 
Eminence, after solemnly blessing the walls and an- 
nointing the crosses on each side of the portal, passed 
within the building followed by his attendant clergy.

Inside the church were two rows, each consisting 
of 12 pools of ashes, placed diagonally on the floor.

H O

CZ E C  H O - S L O V A K I A

LEADER OF HUNGARIAN NATIONAL 
PARTY SENTENCED TO THREE 

MONTHS’ CONFINEMENT

Joseph Szent-Ivany, Hungarian Member of the 
Czecho-Slovak Parliament and leader of the Hungar
ian (Magyar) National Party, in an article published 
in the March 27th., 1933, issue of the "Pester Lloyd", 
of Budapest, criticised the conduct of the Social 
Democrat Party of Hungary, What he particularly 
objected to was the fact that that Party had failed 
alike in its press and at international gatherings to 
enter the lists with adequate energy on behalf of the 
cultural and economic interests of the Hungarian 
minority! and he cited several concrete cases in il
lustration of the wrongs suffered by the Hungarian 
minority in Czecho-Slovakia. In the same article he 
also urged the necessity of creating cultural con
nections between the Hungarians and the Slovaks. 
The Czecho-Slovak Public Prosecutor in consequence 
charged Szent-Ivany with an offence against Article 
14. of the Defence of the Republic Act. His trial took 
place on September 16th. before the Rimaszombat 
District Court. While emphasising that when writing 
the article he was not guided by any desire to agitate, 
Szent-Ivany declared that he desired to fulfil the 
mandate given him by his Hungarian constituents by

With his crozier the Primate traced the letters of 
the Greek and Latin alphabets in the ashes.

Next came the consecration of the 19 altars. The 
High Altar was consecrated by the Primate who, 
dipping his thumb in a mixture of water, ashes
and wine, traced five crosses on the Altar and pe
titioned that "It may be hallowed in honour of God". 
Passing around the Altar seven times, he sprinkled 
it each time with holy water, and afterwards went 
thrice round the church sprinkling the walls and the 
floors.

The Procession of the Relics, borne upon a bier, 
followed. The relics v/ere placed in the Altar and 
cemented in by masons. The Altar of Blessed Oliver 
Plunket was consecrated by Cardinal Macroy, that 
of the Lady Chapel by the Abbot of Downside, and 
the remaining altars by others of the church 
dignitaries.

The ceremony closed with the singing of Pontifical 
Mass by Cardinal Seredi. It was announced that His 
Holiness had granted 14 years' indulgence to those 
attending the service and those attending the church 
within the next eight days.

At a luncheon which followed Cardinal Seredi 
delivered a short address in Latin.

The Lord Mayor of London thanked the Primate 
for paying him a ceremonial visit on his arrival in 
England. The fact that he had done so, the Lord 
Mayor said, would always form one of his pleasant 
association with the Mansion House. He hoped it 
would be a pleasant link with the relations between 
the Mansion House and Hungary."

being at all times at the service of his people when
ever it was a question of fighting for a redress of 
injuries suffered by the Hungarian minority, but that 
at the same time he was unconditionally in favour of 
a cultural rapprochement between the Hungarians 
(Magyars) and the Slovaks. The Court sentenced 
Szent-Ivany to three months' confinement. It was 
considered as an aggravating circumstance that the 
article had appeared in a foreign newspaper with an 
international reading public and had been written by 
Szent-Ivany in his capacity as a public functionary 
who was politically responsible for his actions. The 
only extenuating circumstance accepted by the Court 
was that the defendant had not been previously 
punished (as reported in the September 17th. issue 
of the "Pragai Magyar Hirlap").

DISSATISFACTION AMONG 
THE POLES IN SILESIA

Czecho-Slovak statistics put the number of Poles 
in Moravia and Silesia at 108.597, while Poland esti
mates the strength of the Polish minority in Czecho
slovakia at not less than double that number. The 
Polish estimate is certain to be much nearer the truth; 
for in order to reduce the number of Poles, the Czecho
slovak census — the unreliable nature of which has 
been admitted by Emanuel Radi, Professor in the 
Prague University, in his work „Der Kampf zwischen 
Tschechen und Deutschen” (Reichenberg, 1929, p, 186)
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— has registered a considerable poportion of the popu
lation with Polish sympathies in Silesia as „Czecho- 
Slovaks" or „Slonzaks” (Silesians). Here, as in other 
minority regions of the Republic, the Czecho-Slovak 
educational authorities are establishing superfluous 
Czecho-Slovak schools in rapid succession; hoping with 
their aid to denationalise the Polish children. In these 
circumstances it is no wonder that the Poles do not 
regard these schools with favour. Recently their anti
pathy ran so high that in the neighbourhood of Te- 
schen they actually stormed some of the Czech schools. 
The Czech press bureau reports state that in the vil
lage of Dolni, on the night of September 1st, the vil
lagers smashed all the windows of the Czech school, 
then broke into the building, cut the Teschen district 
out of the map of Czecho-Slovakia, tore up the Czech 
school-books and pulled down the Czech arms. On the 
following days the same thing was repeated in several 
other villages. At the Czech railway station at Teschen 
the coat-of-arms of the Republic above the customs 
house was torn down and the Polish white eagle nailed 
up instead. At Dolni Listnan twelve Czecho-Slovak 
citizens of Polish nationality — all of them members 
of the Trzynec Polish Library Society — were arrested 
by Czech gendarmes. The Prefecture has ordered the 
premises of the Trzynec Polish Catholic Society to be 
closed. A force of 800 men of the Czecho-Slovak 8th 
infantry regiment has been despatched to Teschen. 
Artillery has been sent to Mistek and Friedek, and 
the local detachments of excisemen have been rein
forced. As we see, a veritable state of siege prevails 
in the districts of Czech Silesia inhabited by Poles. 
According to the ,,Express Poranny”, of Warsaw „the 
Poles are no better off under Czech rule than they 
were under the Russian Czars," The Czechs want to 
deprive them of what they hold most sacred — their 
mother-tongue, — and turn the Polish children into 
Czechs. Day after day they invent new means of 
oppressing the Poles. The whole of Silesia is today like 
one vast prison. The paper remarks sarcastically that 
the Czechs have been quick to learn from their new 
ally, Soviet Russia, especially from the G. P. U., and 
that they resort to the most cruel methods. The news
paper enumerates a series of Czech atrocities and 
declares that in spite of everything the Poles will 
remain firm.

The wide-spread indignation felt in Poland 
over the persecution of the Poles in Silesia has found 
expression in the decision taken by M, Bronislaw Las- 
kovnitsky, editor of the „Wich Novy” and president of 
the Lemberg Journalists Association, who has sent his 
Czech decoration, an Officer's Cross of the White Lion 
Order, back to Prague through the Czech consul in 
Lemberg. In the letter accompanying the decoration he 
said that the persecution and oppression of the Poles 
in Silesia, the suppression of the Polish press, and the 
latest reports that the Czechs are to send a punitive 
expedition of soldiers and gendarmes against the Poles 
in Teschen, were circumstances that made it impossible 
for any true Polish patriot to accept and wear a Czech 
decoration.

* *
*

A flying reporter of the "Est” papers has inter
viewed the Polish Ministers of Foreign Affairs per
manent deputy, Count John Szembek, who, speaking 
of Czecho-Polish relations, said, among other things: —

"It cannot be denied that the atmosphere has 
deteriorated. Many extremely intricate complications 
affect the problem. In the first place, there is the 
trouble in connection with the Polish minority in 
Teschen; in the second, the rapid development of the 
Czecho-Russian rapprochement.”

When the Hungarian reporter asked whether 
Poland would join the Danube Pact as planned by

Mussolini, if Germany held aloof, Count Szembek 
smiled and said: — "You seem to be a confirmed 
optimist to speak of a Danube Pact today. The whole 
question seems so involved to us that we cannot even 
guess what standpoints the various states are likely to 
adopt, consequently our own attitude is not clear. 
When the plan was first broached, we declared in 
principle that, although the Danube Pact, did not 
immediately affect Poland, we should do our best to 
support the Hungarian standpoint. You will surely 
remember that at one time there was some talk of 
our acting in agreement with Germany. At present, 
however, nobody can say what the European situation 
or our own position may be by the time the question 
is ripe for definitive discussion." »• »»

—  y —

CZECHO—RUMANIAN CONFLICT 
DUE TO FRONTIER INCIDENT
M. Charles Hokky, Hungarian member of the 

Czecho-Slovak Parliament, put a qeustion to the Mi
nister of Finance in which he said that on August 17th 
a large number of Czecho-Slovak citizens of Rumanian 
nationality went over to Marmarossziget to see their 
bishop. On the way back one group arrived at the 
frontier a little later than the hour fixed for their 
return. They had been waiting a considerable time to 
be allowed to cross the frontier when three other 
people came along, and were immediately allowed to 
cross. The waiting crowd began to insist on being 
allowed to cross, and the Rumanian frontier guards 
opened the gates for them. The Czecho-Slovak guard 
grew impatient with the crowd, drew his bayonet and 
stabbed a man named Vasil Huzo several times. Shortly 
afterwards Huzo died. This tragic event has done 
much towards aggravating the feeling of bitterness 
already prevailing among the Rumanian population. 
The press in Rumania attacked Czecho-Slovakia 
sharply for this affair, and the „Raiul Maramuresului" 
attacked the Czecho-Slovak authorities in unprintable 
terms. The fact that the Czecho-Slovak excisemen 
allow their relations to bring articles into the country 
on which other people must pay duty or even fines 
greatly helps to aggravate the indignation of the Ru
manians in Czecho-Slovakia. Amongst other questions 
M. Hokky asked the Czecho-Slovak Minister of Finance 
whether he was willing to delegate a Czecho-Rumanian 
joint committee to investigate the circumstances of 
Vasil Huzo's death and hear the evidence of eye
witnesses.

M U M A N I A

STATE OF SIEGE AND CENSORSHIP 
AGAIN PROLONGED

A Royal Edict has just prolonged for a further 
period of six months — until March 15th., 1936 — 
the state of siege and the activity of the censorship. 
In Opposition circles we are told that the present 
Government cannot be expected to suspend the ex
ceptional measures, seeing that without those 
measures it is incapable of governing. It is indubitable 
that Premier Tatarescu enjoys the full confidence of 
the Crown and is master of the situation; as also- 
that he has been given a free hand to appoint the 
person of his choice to the office of Governor of
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the National Bank, The proposed reconstruction of 
the Cabinet will not be effected; all that Tatarescu 
plans being a slight "supplementation". It is however 
a question whether he will be able to cope with the 
action of the Opposition parties to achieve his down
fall, with the Liberals who are actually in power, with 
the renewed hostility between the older and younger 
generations, and more particularly with the financial 
difficulties. The "Adeverul" points out that the 
financial difficulties are now threatening the very 
existence of the Tatarescu Government, for the fi
nancial and economic experts of his Party have 
proved incapable of effecting any solution of the 
economic problems. The activity displayed by the Gov
ernment so far is not of a nature to justify optimism 
in respect of the future either. In all probabilities the 
financial difficulties will bring about the fall of the 
Tatarescu Government before the end of the present 
year. That is certainly the principal point of attack 
which the Oposition intends to utilise for the purpose 
of carrying on its fight for the downfall of the Ca
binet. During the present month the National Peasants 
Party and the “Constitutional Front" (General Ava- 
rescu, George Bratianu) propose to arrange a mass 
demonstration in Bucharest in which hundreds of 
thousands are to take part.

BRITISH UNITARIAN DIGNITY 
DEMANDS SATISFACTION 

THROUGH BRITISH GOVERNMENT 
FOR INSULT OFFERED HIM 

IN RUMANIA

The Rt, Reverend Alfred Hall, President of the 
World Association of the Unitarians Churches having 
arrived at Bolon (County Haromszek) on his journey 
through Transylvania, attended divine service in the 
Unitarian church there. While divine service was in 
progress, gendarmes entered the church and asked the 
Bishop to produce his papers. After this gross insult 
the Bishop immediately left Transylvania, declaring 
that he would return to England and demand satis
faction through the British Government for the unpa
rallelled affront. („Nepujsag”, September 13th.) Other 
instances of the gendarmes' abuse of power are as fol
lows. In the village of Nagycsiir a drunken gendarme 
arrested a number of Saxon farmers who had given 
him no cause to do so, and maltreated them. The 
Saxon newspapers have protested in leading articles 
against this atrocity and demand redress and justice.

—In the village of Nagydisznod a twenty-years-old 
servant girl named Martha Gutui was brought before 
the gendarmes, who when questioning her, tore the 
nails off her toes, branded her breast with a red-hot 
iron, and put hot fresh boiled eggs in her arm-pits. 
The sergeant of gendarmes in Bezidi confiscated a 
postal parcel addressed to the Unitarian minister of the 
village. He then sent for the Minister, opened the par
cel and confiscated a copy of a historical work that 
had been published with the permission of the censor 
in Kolozsvar. („Ellenzek" August 21.)

NAGYBANYA SCHOOL OF PAINTING 
NATIONALISED

The Hungarian management of the Nagybanya 
school of painting, an institution with an independent 
status civilis established several decades ago and 
well-known even in foreign countries, has been removed

by the municipal council, and the affairs of the school 
have been entrusted to a special committee. („Magyar 
Ujsag", September 3.)

Y U G O $  L A V I A

LEADERS OF SERB OPPOSITION 
BACK CROATIAN NATIONAL 

DEMANDS

With the consent of M. Jovan Jovanovitch, ex- 
minister and president of the Serb Peasants’ Party, M. 
Ljuba Davidovitch, president of the Serb Democratic 
Party, wrote an open letter to his political confreres 
in which with a firmness rather unusual with him, he 
pointed out that a settlement of the Croatian question 
by mutual agreement was a sine qua non of a normal 
state of affairs in the country. In his opinion the 
question does not originate from economic and cultu
ral causes, nor is it one purely of self-government, but 
decidedly a problem of national policy. The political 
and self-government unity demanded by the Croats 
has a national basis, and cannot therefore be realised 
on a provincial basis. Indubitably the standpoint 
adopted by M. Dovidovitch is diametrically opposed 
to the unyielding Serb attitude, which in order to serve 
the ends of Pan-Serbism, uses the weapons of force 
and violence as a means of frustrating the rightful 
ambitions of the Croatian nation.

FRESH ATROCITIES IN CROATIA

In the village of Taborski, in Croatia, a deputy 
belonging to Matchek's party attempted to hold a 
political meeting — as it is alleged — without the 
previous approval or consent of the authorities. When 
the gendarmes interfered to dissolve the meeting, they 
came into conflict with some of Matchek's followers, 
whereupon the gendarmes resorted to the use of their 
arms. In addition to numerous wounded, several 
deaths were the result of this conflict — as in the 
case of the bloody affairs recently at Kokino and 
Orjovac, also in Croatia.

—y—

RUMANIA ALSO QUESTIONS 
RELIABILITY OF YUGOSLAV 
NATIONALITY STATISTICS

The Budapest Statistical Review of September 5th 
deals with the Rumanian comments on the Yugoslav 
nationality statistics. Rumanian experts on nationality 
statistics are indignant to find that the Yugoslav sta
tistics estimate the number of Rumanians in Yugosla
via at only 229.398 souls. Rumanian statisticians de
clare, and produce seemingly objective data collected 
by foreign experts in support of their statements, that 
the Rumanians in Yugoslavia number about 500.000, 
or even more. They assert that the Yugoslav nationa
lity statistics have simply spirited away the Macedo- 
Rumanians and that although the official data do admit 
the existence of 151,829 Rumanians in Serbia proper, 
they forget to mention the 250 or 300 thousand 
Rumanians living in the Carniola, Timok, Pozakovac 
and Morava districts (??). The Rumanians of the Yu
goslav Banate have — they say — been estimated at
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72.377, whereas according to pre-War Hungarian 
statistics the number of Rumanians in that area was 
about 150.000(??). To foreign countries the Serbians 
and Rumanians are unanimous in their denunciation 
of pre-war Hungary's nationality policy and the Hun
garian census, but among themselves each nation is 
loud in its reproaches of the other for the way its 
minority in the other country is being treated, and then 
they begin to quote the Hungarian nationality statistics 
as authentic data. The most curious thing of all, 
however, is that they quote this admittedly authentic 
source inaccurately when it suits their purpose to do 
so; for according to the official statistics of the Hun
garian census of 1910 the number of Rumanians in the 
Yugoslav Banate was 76.760 and not 150.000, as the 
Rumanians declare.

PERMISSION TO OPEN HUNGARIAN 
CLASS IN MINORITY SECTION 

OF BELGRADE TEACHERS 
TRAINING COLLEGE REFUSED
In August several leaders of the Hungarian mino

rity in Yugoslavia submitted to the Minister of Public 
Education a petition in which they asked the Minister 
to re-open the Hungarian first class of the — only 
partially Hungarian — minority section created two 
years ago in the Belgrade State Teachers' Training 
College by M. Stankovitch, the then Minister of Edu

cation now acting as Regent. They reported that over 
twenty students of Hungarian nationality wished to 
register. The Minister of Education, however, refused 
their request, although the German minority has had 
a completely independent private teachers' training 
school since 1931/32, and although in terms of the 
educational agreement between Rumania and Yugo
slavia the first class of the parallel section of the 
Teachers' Training College in Versec has been opened 
for the use of the comparatively small Rumanian 
minority.

FINANCIAL SIDE OF MINORITY 
CIVIL SERVANTS’ LANGUAGE 

TESTS
In the August number of this paper we reported 

that the minority municipal and parish civil servants 
in the Banate must pass another examination within a 
stated period of time in the language of the State and 
other subjects connected with their work. When regis
tering for the examination they must hand in an appli
cation bearing a 30 dinar stamp and pay an examina
tion fee of 375 dinars. The minority civil servants who 
are said to be 2500 in number, will thus pay taxes 
amounting altogether to 75.000 dinars to the State and 
a sum of 937.500 dinars to the examiners. Seeing that 
most of them are people with minor jobs and small 
salaries, this will impose a heavy burden on each of 
them.

T H E A T R E  * L I T E R A T U R E  • A R T  

WAS FRANCIS LISZT A  HUNGARIAN?
by

Zsolt H arsdnyi
The twenty-first of October ushers in a jubilee 

year for the Hungarian nation — the Francis Liszt 
year. It marks the hundred and twenty fifth anni
versary of the birth of that world-famed Hungarian 
genius and the fiftieth of his death. Several German 
newspapers have composed a surprising overture to 
this jubilee year. In heated tones they call in question 
Liszt's Hungarian origin, and claim him for themselves 
as a German composer.

In support of the preposterous assertion that 
Francis Liszt was not of Hungarian origin they ad
vance two arguments. First that Liszt was only born 
in Hungary, and spent the whole of his life in other 
lands. Secondly, that he could not speak Hungarian.

As regards the first argument, it is true that in his 
earlier years Liszt spent more time abroad than at 
home. In the second half of his life, it is true, he 
passed many monhts yearly in Budapest, as Director 
of the Academy of Music founded in compliance with 
his urgent suggestion; but he also spent as much time 
every year in Rome and Weimar, Nevertheless: sup
pose we admit that he lived mostly abroad Has that 
anything to do with his nationality? Was Heine a 
Frenchman? Or Turgeniev? Was Handel an English
man? Was Louis Kossuth an Italian? The argument 
is so weak that it would be a waste of time to bother 
about it. Just one thing more must be said in con
nection with the question. We Hungarians do not 
claim that a man must be a Hungarian simply because 
he was born in Hungary. We never dream of asserting

that Lenau was a Hungarian poet or Diirer a Hung
arian painter just because they happened to be born 
in Hungary, They emigrated from this country, and 
were completely absorbed by the cultural genius of 
another nation. Certainly, we are proud to think that 
they were given to the world of culture by our 
country, but we do not claim them as our own.

We refuse, however, to give up Francis Liszt. 
Not even though he could not speak Hungarian.

It is true that he could not. But to understand 
this peculiar circumstance we must have some know- 
legde of Hungarian history. The suppression of Ra- 
koczi's war of independence left the ancient Kingdom 
of Hungary at the mercy of the germanising policy of 
an alien dynasty. The work of germanising was so 
succesful that either German or Latin came to be the 
conversational medium of the nobility and middle 
classes. Count Stephen Sz6chenyi, who made his 
appearance at the beginning of last century and whom 
we consider the greatest of all Hungarians, did not 
learn the language of his own country until he came 
to manhood, and to the day of his death he always 
thought in German. Instances of the kind have been 
known elsewhere. Numerous members of the Russian 
aristocracy in the days of the Czars received their 
education in French, and many of them could not 
speak Russian. Frederik the Great did not usually 
speak German, but French. When Charles Alexander, 
Grand Duke of Weimar, remained alone with Liszt, 
he immediately turned the conversation to French.


