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fond of rubberstamp display, and as we had 
nothing else, we used an American mail-censor 
stamp, with which v/e marked each of the seals.

Just before adjournment, a letter was received 
from the Roumanians dated the fourth, in which

have to take the responsibility for breaking the 
Mission's seals before they get the objects.

Concerning the objects in the Museum, a 
letter has also been received from the Archbishop 
of Esztergom and Prince Primus of Hungary stat-

ONE OF THE THREE SEALS PLACED ON THE DOORS OF THE HUNGARIAN NATIONAL MUSEUM
BY GENERAL BANDHOLTZ, OCTOBER 5 , 1 9 1 9

REMOVED NOVEMBER 14 , 19 19 , WHEN THE ROUMANIANS EVACUATED BUDAPEST. FOR THIS SERVICE -

CENERAL BANDHOLTZ LATER RECEIVED A BRONZE MEDAL DEDICATED TO HIM “ FROM THE GRATEFUL NATIONAL MUSEUM”

they acknowledged receipt of the Mission's letter 
of the first, relative to the objects from Transyl
vania in the National Museum, and stating that 
these objects would be seized and that the signers, 
Mardarescu and Diamandi, would take the respon
sibility for this action. As it happens, they will now

ing that these objects were by will placed in his 
charge on the condition that they form an integral 
part of a Christian Museum at Esztergom or at 
Budapest, and protesting against anyone whom
soever interfering with the right of the Roman 
Catholic Church in this collection.

P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C

FOUR CARDINAL POINTS OF HUNGARIAN
FOREIGN POLICY

At the meeting of the National Unity (Govern
ment) Party held at Koszeg on September 16th. 
Dr. Stephen Antal, Secretary of State in the Ministry 
of Justice and Chief of the Press Bureau in the 
Prime Ministry, who is one of Premier Gombos's 
closest friends, made a speech in which he summed 
up the programme on the basis of which the Govern
ment proposes to negotiate at all international con
ferences in the future: —

"T h e  G overnm ent ataches specia l im portance 
to  four points —  1. our indisputable right to a 
revision  —  a right w hich certain  quarters are 
again endeavouring to ca ll in question, though 
that it exists beyond  question  or dispute is shown 
p recise ly  and c lea r ly  by  the statem ent recently

made by the British Foreign Secretary; 2. the 
institutional protection of our racial brethren living 
as minorities in territories severed from Hungary 
— a question in respect of which the League of 
Nations still owes a formidable debt to Europe 
and the peoples concerned; 3. the demand for 
equality of armaments (national defence) — a 
right the existence of which and the dangers bound 
to arise from an ignoring of that right have been 
explained by Hungary's Delegate to the League of 
Nation in his appeal to the conscience of the Pow
ers; and finally, 4, the solution of our pending inter
national, economic and financial problems the 
settlement of which is indispensably necessary to 
secure the economic and financial re-construction 
of the country,"
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At the meeting of the General Assembly of the 
League of Nations held at Geneva on September 12th., 
Lieut.-General Gabriel Tanczos, in speaking on the 
report submitted by the Secretary-General, explained 
the attitude of the Hungarian Government in the 
questions of disarmament and protection of minorities.

The gist of the Hungarian Delegate's observations 
on the disarmament question was as follows: —

1st The most serious infringements of the treaty 
provisions may pass without redress, unless the 
Council keeps a permanent watch on the execution 
of the Treaties and, if need be, intervenes on its own 
initiative.

2nd A Permanent Minorities Commission be set up.
3rd The Council should set aside political con

siderations and be guided only by rules of law.
4th The Council would approach the Governments 

concerned, more forcibly than has so far been the 
case in favour of a complete redress of wrongs.

5th It is essential that the evidence of petitioners 
should be taken into account in all cases.

6th We shall be happy if in future the Council 
would constantly and in all cases be asking for the 
opinion of the Court.

7th The settlement of a complaint at present takes 
about three years. We could improve this procedure 
if Governments were asked to present their observa
tions several times the time limit laid down by the 
Council. Another factor which tends to delay matters 
is the Government concerned reproaches the peti
tioners with not having exhausted the remedies at 
their disposal before filing their petitions the Council 
always seeks the advice of a Committee of Jurists. 
This is absolutely unnecessary and merely a waste of 
time.

8th It is important also that there should be 
compliance with the recommendation which was made

by the Council in paragraph 5 of its resolution of 
13th June 1929 to the effect that governments should 
on as many occasions as possible consent to the 
publication of the text of a petition, accompanied by 
their observations.

9th Finally, the Council should not consider its 
work finished after it has taken a decision providing 
for the redress of some wrong or some injustice re
ferred to in a petition. It is necessary that it should 
carefully watch whether the government concerned is 
acting in strict conformity with its decision and 
whether it carries it into effect. Otherwise, reparation 
granted may lose its value and judicial assistance 
may become wholly illusoty.

At the close of his speech the Hungarian Delegate 
said the following:

"Nowadays Minorities still complain to the 
League of Nations, so far as they are not deterred by 
fear of reprisals, because they have not yet lost faith 
in the League, because they have not yet come to the 
bitter conclusion that it is no use complaining because 
even the most just complaint will be burnt,. If they 
should come to that conviction, if they should cease 
to complain altogether, should we be entitled to draw 
the conclusion that they no longer had any reason 
to complain and that the governments were scru
pulously respecting the Minority rights which have 
been created for their benefit under the Treaties?

There have been inumerable quotations of the 
passage in which President Wilson said some sixteen 
years ago that there is nothing more inimical to 
world peace than unfair treatment inflicted upon 
Minorities. If that was true sixteen years ago it can
not be wrong today. Real and effective protection of 
Minorities against all oppression is in the interests 
both of Minorities and of the League of Nations, set 
up in accordance with the Preamble to the Covenant 
to guarantee to nation peace and security."

MR. LLEWELLYN JONES, M. P. ON REVISION
OF PEACE TREATIES

As already reported, on the occasion of the ter
centenary celebration of the foundation of the Buda
pest Peter Pazmany University of Sciences there will 
be a series of festivities, beginning on September 25-th 
and lasting for several days. Mr. Llewellyn Jones, 
British M. P., upon whom the title of Honorary Doctor 
of the Pecs Hungarian Elizabeth University was re
cently conferred, has arrived to take part in the 
celebrations. Before leaving for Budapest Mr. 
Llewellyn Jones made the following statement to the 
London correspondent of the Magyar Tavirati lroda.

"I am sincerely delighted to return to Hungary's 
beautiful capital, where I hope to meet my kind Hun
garian friends. 1 am particularly pleased to represent 
one of Europe’s youngest universities, the University 
of Wales at the tercentenary jubilee of the ancient 
University of Budapest.

The dark clouds gathering on the international 
horizon must fill every one who has the welfare and 
progress of humanity at heart with deep anxiety. The 
root of all these grave troubles undoubtedly lies in 
the mistakes, errors and injustices accompanying the 
readjustement of Europe that took place after the 
close of the world war, for which mankind must now

suffer such great tribulation. Day by day the fact 
grows clearer that these original errors cannot be the 
basis of lasting peace and undisturbed evolution and 
progress, and that Europe cannot hope for the return 
of its old prosperity until Article 19 of the Covenant 
of the Leaague of Nations which provides the possi
bility of a peaceable revision of international treaties 
has been enforced in practice. Sir Samuel Hoare, 
British Foreign Secretary's last speech in Geneva re
veals a growing conviction that it cannot be Europa's 
aim to maintain the faulty territorial arrangements at 
all costs and by any and every means, and that with
out fail something must be done by way of a peaceable 
revision of the treaties to ease the tension which is 
growning more and move threatening before it is too 
late.”

* *
*

On September 22-nd Dr. Llewellyn Jones delivered 
a speech under the national flag in Szabadsag-t^r, in 
which amongst other things he said: — "By Hungary 
I never mean the present dismember-country, but the 
integral thousand-years-old Great Hungary. I am



SEPTEMBER, 1935 D A N U B I A N  R E V I E W 13

standing here not only on the soil of Budapest, but 
also on the consecrated soil of Kassa, Pozsony, Kolozs- 
var and the rest of the beloved Hungarian counties, 
which was collected and deposited here. I am moved 
by your national Creed, which many thousands of my 
compatriots repeat with me today, and which proves 
that it was faith in God which always gave this nation 
strength in its struggles and which, in the present 
instance too, will lead to a restoration of its historical

frontiers, when justice has been done. The Hungarians 
are the people of Kossuth, whose love of liberty made 
the Hungarian name great. I wish you happiness — 
you and the many little Hungarian children I see here, 
for whom a better future is in store." At the close of 
his speech Mr. Llewellyn Jones said a few words in 
Hungarian too. The crowds surrounding the Hungarian 
flag warmly applauded this eminent British friend of 
the Hungarian nation.

VISIT TO HUNGARY OF TEN FRENCH DEPUTIES
In response to the joint invitation of Dr. Otto 

Legrady, editor-in-chief and owner of the "Pesti 
Hirlap", the National Union of Hungarian Manu
facturers and the National Hungarian Agrarian 
Association, ten Members of the French Parliament 
arrived in Budapest on September 13th. The French 
visitors were received with the traditional hospitality 
of the Hungarian political and social world. The 
visitors received a series of invitations; they visited 
Szeged and a section of the trans-Danubian district, 
and called on the Permanent Under-Ssecretary for 
Foreign Affairs and the Prime Minister's Deputy. 
They had an audience with the Regent of Hungary 
at his country seat in Godollo; while they were given 
opportunities to visit the premises of the various 
political parties — the National Unity (Government) 
Party, the Independent Smallholders Party, the 
Christian Agrarian Party (Legitimists) and the Social 
Democrats (the three latter being Opposition parties) 
for the purpose of securing information respecting 
the situation and political aspirations of Hungary. 
No doubt this visit for the purpose of studying con
ditions has served to strengthen the ties connecting 
France and Hungary; and its beneficial effects in 
favour of Hungary may be seen also from the various 
statements made by the French politicians. We here
with give selections from one or two of the most 
important of these statements: —

In speaking of the frontiers seen by him in the 
south, at Szeged, and in the north, at Esztergom, 
Robert Schuman, at the soiree arranged by the 
Christian Agrarian Party declared that when de
marcating those frontiers the treaty-makers had not 
taken fully into account all the considerations which 
should have guided their action. The qustion of the 
frontiers would have to be revised in keeping with 
the postulates of justice and equity and with the 
interests of the inhabitants concerned. He had no 
doubt that there would ensue changes in this field; 
though such an issue could be reached only by 
peaceable means, by reciprocal understanding and in 
the proper manner. In illustration of the fact that 
the present frontiers were not demarcated in such a 
manner, he clearly remembered the 1921 discussions 
of the Paris Chamber relative to the ratification of 
the Treaty of Trianon, when Abbe Wetterle, President 
of the Alsace-Lorraine Group, had submitted a petit
ion presented by the Swabians of the Banate asking 
to be allowed to remain in Hungary.

At the banquet given by the National Uni tv Party, 
in reply to the toast of Bela Ivady, former Minister 
and President of the Party, Deputy Xavier Vallat, 
leader of the French group, declared that the curiosity 
which had brought them to Hungary had been satisfied, 
while their sympathy had been enhanced. The French 
had never made Hungary responsible for the outbreak 
of the Great War: for Hungary had indeed most
decidedly opposed the idea of war. though the Hunga
rians as soldiers had had to honestly do their duty and

had done so. It had taken a thousand years to 
establish the unity of the French people, which could 
no longer be disputed. In the same way the time 
would come when no one would question the unity 
of the Hungarian people. Of his fellow-deputies now 
here there were two — Deputies Schuman, from Al
sace-Lorraine, and Gouillon — who had not long 
before belonged to different countries; now they had 
both become citizens of a united France, their native 
land from time immemorial. Before long the Hunga
rians too would be able to quote similar instances. 
The French people had never desired injustice. In 
the course of time numerous data had been brought 
to light enabling the world to realise that the Hunga
rians had been treated unjustly. Now, however, they 
had at their disposal for their guidance, not only 
written data, but also repeated personal experiences. 
So they could declare that the Hungarians had been 
unjustly treated, — as also that when an opportunity 
offered they would help to redress the wrong in a 
manner which, while peaceful in character, should 
satisfy the Hungarians. In conclusion he expressed 
the hope that for Hungary there would ensue a better 
future which would prove beneficial to the peace of 
Europe.

Deputy Louis Foures, Vice-Chairman of the 
Paris Municipial Council, at the dinner given by the 
Municipality of Budapest pointed to the friendship 
which had existed since the Middle Ages between the 
French and the Hungarian nations and was as much 
in evidence as ever today; as they themselves, having 
visited Hungary in person, were best in a position to 
judge. On their return to Paris they would take with 
them the Hungarian idea and would tell their com
patriots of the unjust sufferings of the Hungarian 
peaple.

When saying goodbye to Dr. Otto Legrady Baron 
Georges Rouilleaux-Dugage declared that what they 
had experienced in Hungary had made the noble, 
chivalrous Hungarian nation more sympathetic in their 
eyes than ever, — a nation which had refused to 
allow ill fortune to depress it and which — like the 
French sixty years before — had maintained intact 
its courage and its profound belief in a better future. 
They desired to use every affort on behalf of 
Hungary.

In Vienna, where the French party spent two days 
on the return journey, Paul Creyssel declared in an 
interview given to the representative of the "Pesti 
Hirlap” that what they had experienced in Hungary 
had not only made the country more sympathetic than 
ever in their eyes, but had also afforded an op
portunity to convince themselves of the justice of that 
country's cause and to understand the tragedy which 
had overtaken this noble nation and this wealthy and 
beautiful country under the treaty of peace. They saw 
clearly now and fully sympathised with the Hunga
rian nation, which had not been broken by its evil 
fate and continued with a firm heart and a steadfast
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soul — with head erect and undauntedly — to believe 
in a better future and in the inevitability of due re
paration. They would do everything in their power 
for Hungary. Their activity would be of two kinds:
1. they would publish articles in the French dailies 
and would give adresses on the present situation of 
Hungary and on the justice of her demands, and
2. they would carry on an energetic propaganda on 
behalf of Hungary at the Quai d'Orsay and — through 
the Foreign Minister and more particularly through 
the permanent staff of the Foreign Ministry — would 
provide for the proper information of the French 
diplomatic service. Creyssel already visualised the 
mighty Monarchy within which Hungary, with her 
thousand-years' frontiers restored, wold live in 
economic union with Austria and Bohemia. This was 
bound to come, seeing that only a united Central- 
European economic formation of the kind could 
ensure Europe a lasting peace. When studying the 
ecnomic situation he had found, to his great delight, 
that the machine, electric, chemical and textile in
dustries of Hungary stood on a very high level, and 
that in addition to her agrarian exports Hungarv’s 
industrial exports too were increasing in volume. He 
had been really surprised by the excellent progress 
made by the tourist traffic of Budapest. Now he found 
that to be only natural, for Budapest had indeed 
afforded them much pleasure while enjoying the 
magnificent panorama of the Capital, with its superb

mansions and its wealth of baths, — not to mention 
the proverbial hospitality with which they had been 
owerwhelmed. Their visits to the various parties had 
made a lasting impression upon them. There they had 
sensed the foundations of the ancient Hungarian 
Constitution and the discipline and patriotism dis
played by all Hungarian deputies alike irrespective 
of party. He was delighted to be able to state that 
in the question of a revision there was perfect agree
ment between the members of all the four parties 
visited by them alike; and he felt that the Hungarian 
parties, instead of attacking one another, served as 
complements to one another, each of them working in 
the interest of the country and for the good of the 
nation. Esztergom had made the most profound im- 
presssion upon them. Previously the seat of the Hun
garian Prince Primate had been in the heart of the 
country; now it was separated from a neighbouring 
country by a bridge. Scientific excavations were now 
bringing to light the palace where the first Hungarian 
kings had resided — kings who had never dreamed 
that that city would once be on the frontier of the 
country. Creyssel himself was particularly struck by 
the great Occidental culture found among the Hunga
rians. He had therefore decided during the coming 
winter to visit Budapest and Szeged, where he desired 
to give addresses as a means of strengthening the 
close ties now formed with Hungary.

LITTLE ENTENTE CONFERENCE AT BLED
The spiritual leaders of the Little Entente, MM. 

Benes and Titulescu, are not only clever diplomats, 
but also past masters in the art of booming and of 
boosting too. Their conferences are always presented 
to the public eye by a skilfully managed press as if 
they held the balance of the world's fate in their 
hands. This was the light thrown by that press also 
on the Jubilee Conference held at Bled at the end 
of July, which was arranged in celebration of the 
fifteen years existence of the Little Entente and by 
way of demonstration — and for the sake of en
hancing the effect was held at a place near the 
Italian, Hungarian and Austrian frontiers.

The official communique dealing with the Con
ference is of the usual type and in the hackneyed 
manner which is already so familiar, point out, that 
the Foreign Ministers of the three States are in 
perfect agreement in all the questions discussed. 
Although this absolute agreement is in respect of 
certain matters — e. g. of the political relations with 
the Soviet Union and of the "Anschluss" movement, 
as also of other minor question — may not be quite 
so complete as the official communique would bave 
us believe, it must nevertheless be established as a 
fact that in the questions enumerated in points 3., 4. 
and 5. of the official communique (those most nearly 
concerning Hungary) — viz. the Danube Convention, 
equality in armaments and the Habsburg Restoration 
— there was perfect unity between the Foreign Min
isters present at Bled. The only trouble is that on the 
present occasion the decisions taken respecting 
these questions consisted of mere negatives and in the 
usual reiteration of the rigid formulas emphasising 
the inviolability of the Peace Edicts — the state of 
things which so far too has proved one of the chief 
obstacles to a reconciliation and a closer economic 
co-operation between the peoples of the Danube Basin.

Should the Permanent Council of the Little 
Entente make the signature of the Danube Convention 
conditional on the maintenance of the present ter

ritorial status quo — a course involving the most 
rigid repudiation and rejection of the possibilities of 
revision contained in Article 19 of the Covenant of 
the League of Nations —, by stipulating that con
dition they would in effect be “ torpedoing" the ne
gotiations for the conclusion of a Danube Convention. 
Of a similar character is also the decision relating 
to the question of equality of armaments, the Per
manent Council having made its agreement to the 
acceptance of this principle conditional on adequate 
means being taken to enhance the security of the 
Little Entente States. Whereas the States in urgent 
need of an enhancement of their security are surely 
not the Little Entente States, which are armed to the 
teeth, but those — Hungary, Austria and Bulgaria — 
which were defeated in the Great War and owing to 
the disarmament forced upon them under the treaties 
of peace are in a condition of utter defencelessness. 
As for the attitude of the Permanent Council in the 
question of a Restoration, that would seem to be in 
defiance of the principle of non-intervention laid 
down in the French Memorandum relating to the 
Danube Convention.

All these stipulations of the character of pro
hibitions or interferences show clearly that the Little 
Entente openly defies the well-known declaration 
constituting practically a political programme made 
by Sir Samuel Hoare, the British Foreign Secretary, 
in the House of Commons on July 11th. last, which 
declaration lays down the thesis that "an amendment 
of the adjustment made in 1919 is a demand of today 
which cannot be rejected". For after all right and 
justice cannot for ever be shackled and fettered. The 
inexorable logic of history will sooner or later impel 
the Little Entente too to acknowledge the truth that 
by insisting unconditionally on the maintenance of the 
prevailing order and by tbe continuous oppression. of 
its neighborurs it is not serving the cause of peace 
— still less that of a whole-hearted co-operation 
between the peoples of the Danube Basin.
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SLOVAK NATIONAL COUNCIL DEMANDS 
PLEBISCITE IN SLOVAKIA

On September 4th, 1935, Francis Jehlicka, Presi
dent, and Victor Dvorcak, Vice-President, submitted 
to the League of Nations in Geneva a Memorandum 
drafted on behalf of the Slovak National Council. The 
leaders of the Slovak emigres consider it quite natural 
that they should go to the League of Nations if they 
have anything to complain of. Since the presentation 
of their last Memorandum on July 10th, 1933, there 
has not been any improvement in the situation of the 
Slovaks in the Czecho-Slovak Republic; indeed, their 
misery and sufferings have grown from day to day. In 
his June Report the British Foreign Secretary, Sir 
Samuel Hoare, declared that a revision of the Peace 
Treaties of 1919 and 1920 was inevitable. And indeed 
the possibility of a revision is ensured by the Covenant 
of the League itself. In Central Europe the maintenance 
of the present situation is impossible, for it threatens 
to lead to a general conflagration. Order in Central 
Europe cannot possibly be restored except by comply
ing with the demands of the Slovaks. Slovakia was 
however torn from Hungary by the Treaty of Trianon 
without the people's wishes being consulted, seeing 
that the Allied Powers had believed what had been told 
them by Messrs. Masaryk and Benes. In 1915 Masaryk 
isubmitted to the British Government a Memorandum 
in which he declared that the Slovaks were in reality 
Czechs. The President of the Czecho-Slovak Republic 
still asserts indeed that „there is no Slovak nation, 
that being a pure invention of the Hungarians"; while 
in 1916 Benes, in his pamphlet entitled ,,Detruisez 
1'Austriche-Hongrie", .also asserted that the Slovaks 
and the Czechs constituted one single nation and race, 
and that the Slovak language was only a Czech dia
lect. It is for this fictive reason, the invention of 
Czech diplomats, that the Slovaks have been removed 
from the pages of history and of ethnography. Howev
er, the Slovaks are neither Czechs nor Czecho-Slovaks, 
but an independent nation and race. Dr. Seton-Watson 
(„ScotUs Viator"), Professor in the University of Lon
don, admits this fact; while the Slovaks never miss an 
opportunity to emphatically stress the point — as in 
1933 at Nyitra, in the presence of the Czech Govern
ment and of the foreign diplomats. The efforts of the 
Slovaks in demanding the right of self-determination 
have proved of no avail; the Czech diplomats have 
succeeded in averting the danger of a plebiscite. In 
his work entitled ,.La Paix", Andre Tardieu writes 
as follows: — „We had to choose between a plebiscite 
and the creation of Czecho-SIovakia". Slovakia was

allotted to the Czechs without the Slovaks having been 
consulted in the matter. The Czechs have no right — 
weither moral or legal — to Slovakia, where they are 
nothing more or less than usurpers.

The Memorandum closes with the following words:
The Czechs obtained Slovakia by fraud, having 

neither a moral nor a legal claim to the possession 
of that country. Their position in Slovakia is that 
of usurpers.

“ In the Memorandum referred to above we have 
proved abundantly that the overlordship of the 
Czechs has ruined our fatherland both economically 
and morally. We beg to annex another Memorandum 
("The Slovak Problem", Publications of the Slovak 
Council, Geneva, 1935) containing a whole series of 
new facts.

"To us there is only one solution, the simplest 
and fairest — viz. a plebiscite; the effectual character 
of that solution has been proved amply by the 
plebiscite in the Saar District.

"The Slovak people must be allowed to tell us 
itself it wants. That is a right which the League of 
Nation must safeguard more than anything else.

"What has been done to us Slovaks is a crying 
injustice which demands reparation.

“We desire to live and also to be liberated from 
the Czechs. But we are well aware that a small 
people like ours cannot possibly form an independent 
State in this Europe of ours which has in any case 
been so horribly mutilated. That is why we desired 
to form a union with Hungary, as our ancestors did 
a thousand vears ago. All our rivers flow in the 
direction of Hungary; and it is towards that country 
that weare driven by all the forces of the historical 
past of our people. And, should the grounds derive 
from nature and history not suffice, we demand that 
a plebiscite be arranged in Slovakia; and if the 
Czechs protest against such a proceding, they must 
themselves admit that they are ruling the Slovak 
people against its own will.

“ It is with the sincerest confidence that we ap
peal to the League of Nations to redress this crying 
injustice.

"To be is to fight, to win is to live", are the 
words of a French philosopher. We are and exist 
still despite the deceit of the Czechs — still fighting 
hard; but we are determined to win — i. e. to live —, 
for every people has the right to live."

PRINCE PRIMATE OF HUNGARY IN ENGLAND AS PAPAL
LEGATE

On September 12th the Abbey of the Benedictine 
Order in Downside, Somerset, was the scene of a 
brilliant church festival when the new church erected 
there was consecrated by Cardinal Seredi, Prince 
Primate of Hungary, assisted by a large number of 
priests. Cardinal Seredi began his career in the 
Benedictine Order; and he was sent to England on 
the present occasion as Papal Legate to perform the 
ceremony of consecration. Although his mission was 
naturally purely clerical in character, the Primate's 
stay in England must certainly have strengthened the 
bonds already existing between British and Hungarian

Catholicism, A report of the ceremony itself appeared 
in the "Times", and ran as follows: —

,,The outstanding figure in the brilliant spectacle 
was his Eminence Cardinal Justinian Seredi, Prince 
Primate of Hungary, who came at the express instruc
tions of the Pope to set the seal to 50 years of devoted 
effort on the part of the Downside community. With 
him were Cardinal MacRoy, Archbishop of Armagh, 
the Metropolitans of Westminster, Birmingham, Liver
pool, Cardiff, and Edinburgh, and a number of Bishops 
and abbots. The Abbot of Downside, to whom, as the 
head of the community, His Holiness had shown a
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special favour by raising his church to the dignity of 
a Minor Basilica, was a conspicuous figure in his robes 
of black, and at the end of the service he received the 
congratulations of the assembled prelates.

The day's rites began with Low Masses and 
Prime and Little Hours in the chapel of the Relics. 
The consecration itself commenced at 7.30, when 
Cardinal Seredi, a striking figure in his vestments of 
gold, entered the Nave and proceeded to the Fald
stool. At his bidding, the 12 candles below the Con
secration Crosses were lighted. Attended by the Deacon 
and Sub-Deacon, and followed by the community, His 
Eminence then left the church, and the doors were 
closed.

Then followed the Procession of the Relics, which 
were contained in solid silver boxes placed in an 
Ark. Issuing from the Chapel of the Relics, the pro
cession proceeded to the front door of the church 
where, baring his head, the Cardinal offered prayer 
and knelt while the first portion of the Litanies of the 
Saints was sung.

After sprinkling the walls with holy water and 
circling the church three times, the Cardinal halted 
before the West Door and requested admission into 
the church in the name of the King of Glory. Thrice 
was this request made, and at length the door was 
opened from within by the Deacon Custodian, His 
Eminence, after solemnly blessing the walls and an- 
nointing the crosses on each side of the portal, passed 
within the building followed by his attendant clergy.

Inside the church were two rows, each consisting 
of 12 pools of ashes, placed diagonally on the floor.

H O

CZ E C  H O - S L O V A K I A

LEADER OF HUNGARIAN NATIONAL 
PARTY SENTENCED TO THREE 

MONTHS’ CONFINEMENT

Joseph Szent-Ivany, Hungarian Member of the 
Czecho-Slovak Parliament and leader of the Hungar
ian (Magyar) National Party, in an article published 
in the March 27th., 1933, issue of the "Pester Lloyd", 
of Budapest, criticised the conduct of the Social 
Democrat Party of Hungary, What he particularly 
objected to was the fact that that Party had failed 
alike in its press and at international gatherings to 
enter the lists with adequate energy on behalf of the 
cultural and economic interests of the Hungarian 
minority! and he cited several concrete cases in il
lustration of the wrongs suffered by the Hungarian 
minority in Czecho-Slovakia. In the same article he 
also urged the necessity of creating cultural con
nections between the Hungarians and the Slovaks. 
The Czecho-Slovak Public Prosecutor in consequence 
charged Szent-Ivany with an offence against Article 
14. of the Defence of the Republic Act. His trial took 
place on September 16th. before the Rimaszombat 
District Court. While emphasising that when writing 
the article he was not guided by any desire to agitate, 
Szent-Ivany declared that he desired to fulfil the 
mandate given him by his Hungarian constituents by

With his crozier the Primate traced the letters of 
the Greek and Latin alphabets in the ashes.

Next came the consecration of the 19 altars. The 
High Altar was consecrated by the Primate who, 
dipping his thumb in a mixture of water, ashes
and wine, traced five crosses on the Altar and pe
titioned that "It may be hallowed in honour of God". 
Passing around the Altar seven times, he sprinkled 
it each time with holy water, and afterwards went 
thrice round the church sprinkling the walls and the 
floors.

The Procession of the Relics, borne upon a bier, 
followed. The relics v/ere placed in the Altar and 
cemented in by masons. The Altar of Blessed Oliver 
Plunket was consecrated by Cardinal Macroy, that 
of the Lady Chapel by the Abbot of Downside, and 
the remaining altars by others of the church 
dignitaries.

The ceremony closed with the singing of Pontifical 
Mass by Cardinal Seredi. It was announced that His 
Holiness had granted 14 years' indulgence to those 
attending the service and those attending the church 
within the next eight days.

At a luncheon which followed Cardinal Seredi 
delivered a short address in Latin.

The Lord Mayor of London thanked the Primate 
for paying him a ceremonial visit on his arrival in 
England. The fact that he had done so, the Lord 
Mayor said, would always form one of his pleasant 
association with the Mansion House. He hoped it 
would be a pleasant link with the relations between 
the Mansion House and Hungary."

being at all times at the service of his people when
ever it was a question of fighting for a redress of 
injuries suffered by the Hungarian minority, but that 
at the same time he was unconditionally in favour of 
a cultural rapprochement between the Hungarians 
(Magyars) and the Slovaks. The Court sentenced 
Szent-Ivany to three months' confinement. It was 
considered as an aggravating circumstance that the 
article had appeared in a foreign newspaper with an 
international reading public and had been written by 
Szent-Ivany in his capacity as a public functionary 
who was politically responsible for his actions. The 
only extenuating circumstance accepted by the Court 
was that the defendant had not been previously 
punished (as reported in the September 17th. issue 
of the "Pragai Magyar Hirlap").

DISSATISFACTION AMONG 
THE POLES IN SILESIA

Czecho-Slovak statistics put the number of Poles 
in Moravia and Silesia at 108.597, while Poland esti
mates the strength of the Polish minority in Czecho
slovakia at not less than double that number. The 
Polish estimate is certain to be much nearer the truth; 
for in order to reduce the number of Poles, the Czecho
slovak census — the unreliable nature of which has 
been admitted by Emanuel Radi, Professor in the 
Prague University, in his work „Der Kampf zwischen 
Tschechen und Deutschen” (Reichenberg, 1929, p, 186)
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