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HUNGARY’S ROYAL GUEST

E
ven the weather smiled and was gay: we en joyed  an Indian summer almost without a p re

cedent during the stay in our country of the Prince of W ales.

It is part of our faith in the dem ocracy of Great Britain that makes us regard His Highness 
as primarily the ideal em bodim ent of those qualities which constitute the greatness of the British 
p eop le ; for Hungary in particular those qualities form an exam ple to be follow ed : for she can 
never forget her debt to the peop le which has always stood by her in her hour of need and will 
stand ever for the principles of right and justice.

M aybe it is this interpretation of the Prince’s personality that accounts in part at least for that 
extraordinary interest in his movem ents and habits which at times seem s calculated to be burden
some. But at bottom what looks so like inquisitiveness is only a  —  perhaps somewhat intrusive, but 
none the less sincere  —  token of cordial affection and profound respect. Some peop le waited hours 
in patient silence to catch a glimpse of the Prince so dear to the hearts of all Hungarians.

The Prince’s visits to the G olf Club and his interest in other branches of Hungarian sport also 
endeared him to the Hungarian peop le ; for every Hungarian would seem  to be born with the sport
ing instinct in him, and is therefore well able to appreciate that instinct in others. W e who w ere 
present in Hungary already when Hungarian sport was in swaddling clothes, are able to appreciate 
what has been achieved; and w e can also realise that the gift was there all the time, having m erely  
been suppressed by outside influences. No wonder that the Hungarians  —  even the man in the 
street  —  long for a glimpse of the Prince who shows such a keen interest in the sporting life of 
their country.

W hen the Prince left Budapest, the weather changed; the warm days of early autumn gave 
way tem porarily to the gloom and cold rainy atmosphere of Novem ber. The Hungarian sun hid it
self in token of its regret for the departure of One who has endeared himself so d eep ly  to the Hun
garian people, not because he is the H eir Apparent of the great Empire upon which the sun never 
sets, but far m ore on account of his great qualities as a man and a sportsman. Y et behind it all is 
the consciousness  —  firm and unalterable  —  that the peop le of Britain stand for principles which 
brook no lasting opposition:  —

’ ’Justice bright as m ercy, m ercy girt by justice with her sword,
Smote and saved and raised and ruined, till the tyrant-ridden horde 
Saw the lightning fade from heaven and knew the sun for G od and lord.
’ ’ W here the footfa ll sounds of England, where the smile of England shines,
Rings the tread and laughs the face of freedom , fair as hope divines 
Days to be, more brave than ours and lit by lordlier stars for signs.

"A ll our past acclaims our future: Shakespeare’s voice and N elson ’s hand, 
M ilton’s faith and W ordsw orth ’s trust in this our chosen and chainless land, 
Bear us witness: com e the world against her, England yet shall stand.

’ ’Earth and sea bear England witness if he lied who said it; he
W hom the winds that ward us, waves that clasp, and herb and flow er and tree
F ed  with English dews and sunbeams, hail as more than man may be.

” No man ever spake as he that bade our England be but true,
K eep  but faith with England fast and firm, and none should bid her rue; 
None may speak as he: but all may know the sign that Shakespeare knew .’’



COUNT ALBERT APPONYI’S UNIVERSAL
HUMANISM*

by
Dr.  Julius K o m is

Rector ( Vice-Chancellor) o f the Budapest Royal Hungarian Peter Pazmany University o f Sciences,
Professor o f Philosophy

Apponyi's whole political career was a struggle 
for the realisation of national ideals; and 
yet, in international politics no one has ever 
achieved greater fame as a representative of 

universal humanism. In Geneva he enjoyed a pro
found general Respect which makes us feel that 
he belonged, not only to the Hungarian nation, but 
to all nations and to mankind at large. When he 
died, his loss was mourned, not only by Hun
garians, but by the other great nations too as "a 
great European" (Herriot’s words). His large 
heart beat for the whole of humanity; he strove to 
reconcile the pain and the demands of the small 
Hungarian nation with the great general interests 
of Europe, and was able even to postpone that 
pain and those interests to the interests of uni
versal peace. His broad vision and his great cul
ture from the very first saved him from the optical 
illusion so general among Hungarians which makes 
us believe that we mean as much to the world at 
large as the world at large means to us. When 
we survey the unprecedentedly effectual political 
work done by him in the last decennium of his 
life, we cannot help feeling that the value of a 
really great man consists in his contribution to 
the value of mankind as a whole.

The conditions of this greatness were given 
already in Apponyi's education, in the atmosphere 
in which he spent his childhood and the years of 
his puberty, and in his aristocratic extraction. He 
himself confessed that from the very beginning 
there had been in him a certain cosmopolitanism, 
which was however perfectly in harmony with 
his strong national feelings. In political life he 
first joined the Conservatives, who were proud 
of their broader European horizon and proudly 
asserted that their wider knowledge enabled them 
to reconcile Hungarian politics with general 
European politics better than those politicians 
whose horizon was confined to the Hungarian 
world. Of all the great Hungarian opposition

* From the distinguished author's work entitled "Ap- 
ponyi vilagnezete" (Apponyi's Philosophy), Budapest, 1935, 
pp, 37—42.

leaders and anti-Austrian politicians they re
garded Gabriel Bethlen alone as a statesman 
with a really international vision; Rakoczi and 
Kossuth they regarded as in many respects naive 
and not sufficiently clear-sighted in international 
politics. Apponyi did not grow to manhood in a 
world of politically isolated ideas. "I endeavour
ed" —  he said —  "to initiate a policy suited, not 
to an isolated Hungarian world, but to a small 
nation placed in a position which, though in it
self eminently advantageous from the geogra
phical point of view, is exposed to exceptional 
dangers from without,"

To be the representative of a universal 
humanism rising beyond the narrow limits of the 
Hungarian people Apponyi was fitted, not only 
by his spiritual leanings, but also by his universal 
culture. He did not spend his time exclusively in 
the political arena or in political clubs, but was 
constantly engaged in educating himself and was 
deeply interested in the universal human questions 
of science, philosophy and art. Consequently he 
possessed the capacity of penetrating into the 
very souls of other nations, of appreciating the 
general values of mankind, and of perceiving 
synthetically the process of general human de
velopment. He endeavoured to penetrate into the 
collective soul of the nations, the laws of which 
he was convinced act far more inevitably than 
those of the individual soul, seeing that in the 
individual free will is better able to assert itself. 
In Apponyi's opinion, those who are not familiar 
with the souls of the nations and take no interest 
in the trends of ideas and of development of 
mankind at large, though they may be more or 
less capable workers in the narrow sphere of 
daily politics, are incapable of any ideas showing 
a vision of the national future, embracing the 
whole nation and fitting that whole nation into 
the universe of mankind —  in other words they 
are incapable of the highest mission of a states
man. The unique breadth and depth of Apponyi's 
universal culture and the universal humanism re
sulting therefrom, did not assert itself so ef
fectually during his early activity in the field of
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Hungarian politics, but produced its really valua
ble results when in the closing period of his life 
his brilliant mind and his great heart dominated 
the League of Nations, the common political 
forum of mankind. There, in the political 
Olympiad of the peoples, it was Apponyi who 
won the laurel wreath of victory.

That side of his philosophy which embraced 
universal human interests had manifested itself 
previously, when, in the nineties of last century, he 
entered the Interparliamentary Union and as 
leader of the Hungarian group before long played 
a leading part in the service of peace. In 1900 he 
created a considerable stir when he proposed that 
for the purpose of developing a universal dis
position for peace the whole press of the world 
should unite in a combination similar to that unit
ing in the Interparliamentary Union the peace- 
loving Members of the parliaments of the various 
nations. The motion was accepted unanimously; but 
the majority of the press organs still continued to 
widen the breach between the souls of the nations 
until it led to the oubreak of the Great War. It is 
a historical fact that Apponyi was the first to raise 
his voice before an inernational forum in protest 
against the chauvinistic incitement of the war-press 
and to endeavour to find remedies for the disease. 
At various conferences of the Union he made 
many brilliant speeches in which he took up 
the cudgels on behalf of world peace, of under
standing between the nations, of international 
solidarity and of international arbitration. He car
ried on a lively discussion with Roosevelt, Pre
sident of the United States of North America, 
respecting the aims and methods of the peace 
movement; though Roosevelt's attitude towards 
pacifism was not so ideal as that of Apponyi's and 
he did not indeed believe in the possibility of 
settling all questions without a hitch by inter
national arbitration.

No idea could possibly have suited Apponyi's 
mental disposition and his philosophical idealism 
or his sublime conception of the mission of hu
manity better than did that of a League of Nations 
— though naturally as an institution of a purely 
ideal character, and not in the very imperfect form 
in which it at present exists. It was largely the 
work of Apponyi that in 1922, when we had to 
decide in a matter of grave importance —  viz. 
whether we should join this institution which, 
though in theory unexceptionable, was imperfect 
in practice and was against our own interests — , 
we answered in the affirmative. Apponyi was well 
aware that this form of a League of Nations would 
hardly be capable of once for all eliminating war 
from the history of mankind. But he remembered 
that, though they are unable to eliminate disease, 
hospitals are still allowed to stand and even new 
hospitals were being built. The League of Nations 
would fulfil its mission in part at least if it suc
ceeded in lessening the possibilities of war. Though 
for the moment it could not be regarded as an in
ternational organisation embracing the whole 
world (for at the present moment its list of 
Members does not include either the United States 
of North America or Japan or Germany), while on
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the other hand its very constitution made it ab ovo 
biassed, nevertheless there was every hobe that it 
would gradually develop and improve. Apponyi's 
faith in that' development was not shaken even by 
the many fiascos of the League, (e. g. the war 
between Japan and China, the failure of the world 
economic and the disarmament conferences, the 
League's incapacity in the question of national 
minorities). At an address given in Vienna a few 
days before his death by invitation of the Austrian 
League of Nations Union he made a last con
fession of faith in the idea of the League, openly 
declaring that he believed “in the necessity of an 
evolution of humanity during the course of which 
the struggle for hegemony would be supplanted by 
the principle and spirit of mutual co-operation". 
He regarded the idea of the League of Nations as 
one important factor in this evolution; and he was 
sorely troubled to see the crisis which menaced 
this first step towards that issue. He did not be
lieve that the League of Nations would be able in 
the immediate future to carry into effect the intro
ductory article of the Covenant —  “ to achieve 
international peace and security by the prescription 
of open, just and honourable relations between  
nations“ . Why not? Because the League of Nations 
must include factors which represent, not only the 
abstract idea of universal humanity, but also the 
interests of their own peoples; because those 
factors cannot renounce the concrete feelings and 
ideas of their peoples, but will strive at all times 
and in all matters —  even in international 
questions —  to serve the peculiar interests of those 
peoples and will postpone all other interests to 
those of their own countries. “ The very same 
persons who would indignantly repudiate the 
suggestion that they were capable of sacrificing 
the interests of justice or of their countries for 
personal advantage find it to be quite natural and 
proper that they should postpone the collective 
interests of mankind at large to the advantage and 
success of their native lands. Egoism, which in its 
individual manifestation is branded as a disgrace
ful thing, becomes in the eyes of the vast majority 
of men a "sacred" duty when it is a question of 
one's native country."

However, to Apponyi this egoism seemed 
necessarily to be considerably diluted in the 
League of Nations itself by the fact that the re
presentatives of the several nations cannot reckon 
on success unless their demands are endorsed by 
other  nations too, —  i. e. unless when formulating 
their demands they take into consideration also 
the claims of the other nations. Here, then, we have 
to deal with "one of the crudest forms of altruism, 
with foreseeing egoism". This in itself forms a 
rational basis for the reconciliation of the various 
interests. Obstacles resulting from national feeling 
will continually decrease in number; and the 
development will arrive at a point where patriotic 
feeling will undergo a change: for instance, we 
find that the imperialistic ideology of last century 
has ceased to talk big and is on the contrary rather 
ashamed of itself. Patriotic feeling —  love for 
one's own nation —  will never cease; but it will 
be compelled to adjust itself to the dictates of 
reason and to try to effect a compromise instead
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of following the precepts of out-of-date imperialism 
and overthrowing and subjecting other nations, for 
it will be well aware that it will sooner or later 
undergo a similar fate. Apponyi believed that a 
new power would come into being gradually in 
the course of future development —  viz. the col
lective interest of human society at large: and 
every single nation would for its own sake have 
to come to an agreement with that power. It is this 
development that constitutes the basis of the future 
of the League of Nations. As yet the feelings of 
mankind have not been able to supply the League 
with adequate spiritual substance; but that sub
stance will be gradually developed by the in
creasing frequency of the meetings between repre
sentatives of the nations and by the public charac
ter of their discussion. These two factors will gra
dually refine the conscience of the nations and 
further its sensitiveness, converting the same into 
a world conscience reacting with adequate im
partiality.

Apponyi’s idealism therefore believes pro

foundly in the ultimate asertion of the moral law 
in the development of mankind. This was the idea 
underlying the impressive speech made by him at 
the Disarmament Conference on February 13th., 
1932, Under the moral law no single nation is 
entitled to look for the conditions of its own 
prosperity or success in the humiliation of others, 
the only possible source of those conditions being 
the solidarity and co-operation of all nations 
founded upon the principles of justice and equity. 
A  sine qua non of success —  of disarmament and 
of peace —  is the impartial application of those 
principles to all nations alike. The Conference 
applauded Apponyi’s ideal principles; but the 
wide gap separating those principles from their 
practical realisation still yawns in hideous impas- 
sability. Indeed, mankind has begun to arm more 
frantically than ever. Without Apponyi's idealism 
it is impossible to believe that at least “ foreseeing 
egoism” should be the really effectual rational 
factor in the political development 9f humanity in 
international relations.

ST. MARGARET OF SCOTLAND: 
HER HUNGARIAN ORIGIN

by
Dr. Alexander Fest

Fellow o f  the Budapest University

W e find a strange mingling of poetry and 
truth in the innumerable medieval 
versions of the story of the Anglo- 
Saxon princes; and we still feel the 

breath of poetry today when we read what 
history has to tell us of the noblest figures of 
these ancient historical legends —  of St. Mar
garet. It is characteristic that —  though tradition 
and history alike have preserved many an episode 
of her life —  we are still unable to fix with 
absolute certainty the origin of her mother, so 
paramount is the importane attaching to the great
ness and the glorification of the woman and the 
saint. Even Freeman himself, the greatest authority 
on her age, in his classical work on the Norman 
Conquest, shows knowledge of St. Margaret's ori
gin which is purely general and mistaken.

To extract the historical kernel of truth from 
the wealth of versions contained in the medieval 
chronicles, is not impossible, though it is no easy 
task. The details have been drawn by British 
historical science —  particularly as a result of 
Freeman's research —  with a sure hand. When 
Eadmund Ironside, the last lawful king of the 
English, died on November 30th., 1016, he left 
two sons to oppose the Danish usurper, Canute 
the Great. The latter sent the young English 
princes, then mere infants, to Sweden, with in
struction that Olaf, his half-brother, should have 
them murdered. He would not have dared to have 
the murder executed in England. The kind-hearted 
Olaf did not however carry out the instructions, 
but sent the two boys to the Court of Stephen,

King of Hungary, where they were received 
kindly and were given every assistance. This must 
have taken place in 1017 or 1018; for Olaf died 
in the latter year. And Canute the Great visited 
Denmark in 1019, when it would not have been 
wise for him to find the young princes there.

It was in Hungary, at the Court of the Hun
garian king, that the two sons of the last English 
king — Eadmund and Edward —  were brought 
up. But it would appear that Eadmund died young, 
only Edward surviving the ordeals. Edward lived 
in Hungary about forty years, forgotten no doubt 
in his native land too. We do not know whether 
the young princes were accompanied into exile by 
their mother Ealdgyth; nor do we know whether 
during the long period of his sojourn in Hungary 
Prince Edward kept up any intercourse with Eng
land. When in 1057, after an absence of nearly 
forty years, he returned to England, he was 
probably more Hungarian than English.

In the meanwhile, in 1042, after the death 
of Canute and his family, a king was elected. 
This election resulted in the accession to the 
throne of Edward the Confessor, though in reality 
— according to the custom in force among the 
English — the right of succession belonged to the 
younger Edward, the prince then living in Hun
gary. But Edward the Confessor had no children, 
so that the English throne was again without an 
heir. Incalculable trouble and danger was in store 
for England in those stormy days. And it was in 
the anxiety aroused by the troubled political situa
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tion that people in England began to recall that 
the young prince Edward living far away in distant 
Hungary was the only lawful heir to the throne. 
In 1054 an embassy was sent to bring him back; 
their destination being the Court of the German 
Emperor Henry III. at Cologne, whom they begged 
to intervene with the king of Hungary to allow 
Prince Edward and his family to return to his 
native land. The wishes of the English people 
were expressed in Cologne by Aldred, Bishop of 
Worcester and later Archbishop of York. The 
embassy had a mangificent reception in Cologne, 
where they were kept a year and then allowed to 
return home without having accomplished any
thing. We think it probable that the powerful 
German Emperor did not want the English prince 
to return to England, seeing that —  as will appear 
later on —  he desired to make use of him in Hun
gary. For it was only a year (1057) after the 
death of the German Emperor Henry III. that 
Edward and his family returned to England. But 
the hope of the English nation dies shortly after 
his arrival in London; while his family —  his 
consort Agatha and his three children, Margaret, 
Christina and Edgar —  lived for years in England. 
After the battle of Hastings it became impossible 
for them to remain in England. Young Edgar — 
still a child —  was the lawful heir to the throne 
and was just as much in the way of William the 
Conqueror as his father and uncle had been pre
viously in the way of Canute the Great. After the 
catastrophe at Hastings the family thought of 
escaping —  as many of the old English chroniclers 
tell us —  to Hungary, their hopes of success in 
their native land having been bitterly disappointed. 
They took ship for the purpose of fleeing to their 
adopted home in Hungary, but fate decided other
wise. The history of Scotland —  and indeed of 
England too —  would have taken a quite different 
turn had accident —  a sudden storm at sea —  
not driven the refugees towards Scotland. The 
family and their English and Hungarian followers 
were cast ashore in Scotland. Young Edgar was 
the hope of the English national party. He was 
the only direct descendant of the house of Cerdic 
and Alfred the Great. The national party twice, 
under the leadership of Stigand, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, elected him king, though he was never 
crowned; but in the end this young prince (who 
would appear not to have been particularly intel
ligent and did not betray any serious moral 
propensities) grew tired of "living an easy and 
contented life as the friend and protegee of his 
Norman patron".

Of the later events of his life we have records 
of a pilgrimage to the Holy Land; and we con
sider it possible that he returned from that pil
grimage by way of his native Hungary.

His sister Christina took the veil and lived 
for a time with her family; then later (1086), 
after Edgar had become reconciled to William 
the Conqueror, she retired to the Abbey of Romsey 
in South England. Of her life we know but little; 
but from her personal friendship with Anselm, 
the famous Archbishop of Canterbury, as also 
from the fact that the Queen of Scotland entrusted 
her with the education of her daughters, we may

conclude that she played a significant part in the 
events of her age.

Margaret, the other sister, gained a reputation 
which still keeps her name and memory alive 
alike in history and in legend. She was not only 
queen of Scotland, but also the national saint of 
that country, the paragon of all womanly virtues 
and the revered and admired ideal, not only of 
her contemporaries, but of posterity too. When 
the family of refugees landed —  probably for the 
second time —  on the coast of Scotland, some
where near the harbour still known as Margaret’s 
Hope, the beautiful and saintly Margaret so en
chanted the Scotch king Malcolm III. (Canmore) 
that he asked her hand in marriage. After some 
hesitation she consented. Malcolm's name is fami
liar to us from Shakespeare's ” Macbeth“ too. He 
was the eldest son of the murdered king Duncan, 
and —  historically too —  brought about the fall 
of Macbeth (August 15th., 1057): it was probably 
in 1070 that he wedded the princess who had 
come from Hungary —  an event, which, as we 
are told by all historians alike, was extremely 
fortunate for Scotland. At an age when the life 
of the ancient Celtic Church was in certain respects 
in conflict with Rome, Margaret redirected it 
to Rome and refined the still rather rough manners 
and customs of the Scoth to such an extent that 
contemporary chronicles speak of Queen Margaret 
as having civilised Scotland. Every moment of her 
life, so familiar to us from legends and from 
history, and every action undertaken by her, is 
calculated to make her respected and worshipped 
generally as the patron saint of her adopted 
country.

In which country was this princess, one of the 
noblest women-figures of Anglo-Scottish history, 
born and educated? She was born and educated 
in Hungary: but has Hungary any other claim to 
St. Margaret than that of having given her birth? 
This brings us to a hotly disputed question of 
older English and Scotch history respectively, — 
a question to which no satisfactory answer has 
yet been given. According to the generally ac
cepted opinion of English and German historians 
Margaret's mother was Agatha, a German princess 
somehow related to Gizella, the first Queen of 
Hungary, who lived at the Court of St. Stephen, 
where she met the exiled Prince Edward. On the 
basis of the oldest English chronicles, we have 
taken a different view and have come to con
clusions at variance with the results of previous 
researches. St. Margaret's mother Agatha was not 
a German princess —  was not the niece or distant 
relative of Queen Gizella — , but the daughter of 
King Stephen and Queen Gizella, so that St. 
Margaret was in reality the grand-daughter of the 
first king of Hungary.

In the Hungarian chronicles or historical re
cords we do not find even the slightest mention 
of the English princes who lived in exile in Hun
gary. Consequently, we cannot find there any 
evidence in support of the Hungarian origin of 
Queen Margaret of Scotland. What we know of 
the question comes to us from English chronicles. 
Here, however, we have at our disposal so sur
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prisingly rich an accumulation of variations and 
deviations and errors that it is only after care
fully examining and very cautiously sifting the 
material that we are able to make head or tail 
of the contradicitions and to extract what is 
historically probable from all the additions con
tributed by the imagination of later centuries. We 
shall rely solely upon contemporary or almost 
contemporary records and shall investigate merely 
the records dealing with the Anglo-Saxon princes 
and the origin of Margaret down to the middle 
of the twelfth century. For the records of chro
niclers contemporary with Margaret's children are 
surely of more weight as historical evidence than 
the coloured narratives of later chronicles, which 
handed on automatically errors and contradictions, 
thereby utterly confounding historical conscious
ness.

There can be no doubt that the person in 
England who knew most about the exiled princes 
was Aldred, Bishop of Worcester (died 1069). 
Politician, priest, ambassador —  and even soldier 
— , he had been to Rome, and in 1054 —  as we 
have seen —  was sent by Edward the Confessor 
to the Emperor Henry III. to beg the Emperor 
to prevail upon the Hungarian king to allow 
Edward Atheling to return to England. As we 
have seen, he remained a year in Cologne, where 
he was magnificently received by the Emperor 
and Archbishop Herman, who had been there from 
Aachen for the purpose. In 1058 he made a pil
grimage to the Holy Land, passing through Hun
gary. He no doubt chose to travel that way because 
he was curious to see the country which had for 
decenniums provided Edward and his family with 
a home. According to the chroniclers he was the 
first English bishop to make that pilgrimage. From 
1060 he was Archbishop of York. In 1061 we find 
him once more in Rome. After the battle of 
Hastings he continued to be leader of the English 
national party. He entered the lists on behalf of 
the rights of Eadgar, son of Edward and Agatha; 
but the hopelessness of his cause prevailed upon 
him later to offer his allegiance to William at 
Berkhampstead. Although it was he who crowned 
William, and though he lived much in the Court 
of the Conqueror, he never sank to the depth of 
being the Conqueror's tool. When the Danish fleet 
invaded East England, driven to despair by the 
fresh ordeals of his native land, Aldred died of 
a broken heart in September, 1069,

We know of no English statesman so familiar 
with the forces and personalities behind the move
ments of the age. And it is surely no mere 
coincidence that the first record of the return from 
Hungary of Edward and his family should have 
originated from Worcester, the seat of Bishop 
Aldred. And in the Worcester version of the 
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle we find the following 
record in verse under date 1057: —  "MLVII. Her 
com Eadward Atheling to Englelande. Se waes 
Eadwardes brothor sunu kynges. Eadmund cing 
Irensid waes geclyped. For his snellscipe. Thisne 
aetheling Cnut haefde forsend on Ungerland to 
beswicane. Ac he thaes getheh to godan men swa 
him God uther & him well gebyrede, swath he

S

begeat thaes caseres maga to wife & thaere 
faegerne bearnteam gestrynde. Se was Agathas 
gehaten .“ This is the first historical record the 
authenticity of which we have no reason to doubt. 
For we know that the records of the Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle derive mostly from contemporaries 
from persons who were eye and ear witnesses of 
the events recorded. There can be no doubt that 
the entry for the year 1057 was the work of some 
follower of Aldred's. It is remarkable that Agatha, 
mother of our Queen Margaret, figures as a relative 
of the Emperor (caseres maga). No mention is 
made of her Hungarian origin. But that is com
prehensible from the English point of view. If  we 
presume that Agatha was the daughter of St. 
Stephen and Gizella, she was naturally at the same 
time a relative (or rather niece) of St. Stephen's 
brother-in-law, the Emperor Henry II. Now this 
family connection between Agatha and her children 
(in particular of Eadgar Atheling) and the Ger
man imperial House was an excellent letter of 
introduction in an age when —  as we shall see — 
English politicians did all they could to secure 
the friendship of the German imperial House. This 
relationship lent a particular weight to the cause 
of Eadgar Atheling and ensured him and his 
sisters greater authority in England than if their 
mother had been regarded only as the daughter 
of the less familiar king of Hungary. We believe 
this to be the reason why the very first record 
too expressly emphasises the fact that Agatha was 
related to the "Emperor".

The next record too takes us to Worcester, 
— clear enough proof that it was in Worcester 
that people knew most about Edward's family —  
as a result of Aldred's embassy. This time we are 
dealing with a chronicler known to us by name —  
Florence of Worcester. What he has to tell us 
about the exiled princes is that the king of Sweden 
sent them to Solomon, king of Hungary. One of 
them, Eadmund, died young, while the other, 
Edward, wedded Agatha, who bore him two 
daughters, Margaret and Christina, and a son 
Eadgar. We herewith quote the passage from 
Florence of Worcester's chronicle word for word, 
seeing that the passage became the source of a 
series of later errors: —  "Qui  (viz. the King of 
Sweden) illos ad regem Hugarorum, Salomonem  
nomine, misit nutriendos, vitae-que reservandos. 
Quorum unus, scilicet Eadmundus, processu tem- 
poris ibidem vitam finivit: Eadwardus vero Aga- 
tham, f i l  i am  g e r  m a n i  i m p e r a t o r i s  
H e n r  i c i in matrimonium accepit; ex  qua Mar- 
garetam, Scotorum reginam, et Cristinam sancti- 
monialem virginem, et clitonem Eadgarum susce- 
pit“ . The ambiguity present in the above passage 
misled both contemporaries and later chroniclers 
and became the source of the confusion still 
obscuring the origin of Margaret and Agatha 
respectively. The word ” germanus"  has two mean
ings — "German" or "germane" (near relative: 
in this case brother-in-law).  A  cursory reading of 
the text tells us that Edward, the English prince 
exiled to Hungary, wedded Agatha, daughter of 
the German Emperor Henry. As we know, this is 
impossible. Henry II. —  for he is the only Emperor 
to be taken into account in this connection —

SEPTEMBER, 103$
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never had any children. So Agatha could not have 
been his daughter. We must read the other mean
ing of the word "germanus" into the text and 
explain the passage to mean that "Edward wedded 
Agatha, daughter of a relative (brother-in-law) of 
the Emperor Henry and became the father of 
Margaret, Queen of the Scotch, Christina and 
Eadgar Atheling.

The relationship with the German Emperor is 
therefore stressed by Florence of Worcester too: 
for the German Emperor was a mighty monarch 
known the whole world over with whom it was 
desirable to be related. His "brother-in-law" —  
taking the word in that sense —  was St. Stephen, 
King of Hungary, whose daughter Agatha was 
wedded by the Anglo-Saxon prince: the remark 
made by Florence of Worcester that Agatha was 
a niece of the German Emperor being in perfect 
harmony with the datum in the Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle already quoted which tells us that 
Agatha was ” caseres maga”  —  a relative of the 
Emperor.

It is naturally a question whether this inter
pretation of the word "germanus" is not arbitrary. 
Does it really mean "relative, brother-in-law" and 
not "German"? Another chronicle some decen- 
niums later in date —  that of Aldred Abbot of 
Rilvaulx —  to which we shall refer later as being 
a first-class source, contains a similar expression 
in referring to Agatha. After having told the story 
of the embassy sent by the English king to the 
German Emperor this Chronicle tells us that the 
Emperor kept the ambassadors a long time pend
ing the building of the ships that were to take 
Edward and his wife and children to England: — 
"Imperator . . . Eadwardum cum uxore sua Agatha 
germani sui filia  liberis-que ejus, Edgar Edeling, 
Margareta atque Christina, . . .  ad Angliam mittit".

It is evident that the word "Germanus" can
not possibly mean "German" in this passage, and 
that Florence of Worcester also meant "relative", 
possibly "brother-in-law". However, the ambiguity 
found in Florence's chronicle still remained and 
served naturally to mislead later chroniclers, 
particularly seeing that it was the usual thing to 
take over word for word the narratives of the 
chroniclers.

Thus, according to the first two records — 
which both originated from the abbey of Worcester 
and ultimately from the entourage  of Bishop 
Aldred —  Agatha, the princess who had come to 
England from Hungary, was a relative of the 
German Emperor. Though we know that it could 
only have been Henry II., in the course of time 
his figure was relegated to the background and 
people thought of the powerful emperor Henry III. 
who was far better known than St. Henry. There 
is nothing surprising in the manner in which this 
relationship is stressed, not merely because of the 
glory and glamour of the name of the Emperor 
Henry, but also because prior to Hastings, English 
politicians deliberately endeavoured to establish 
connections with the German Empire. The first 
signs of this policy are to be found already in the 
days of Canute the Great, who gave his daughter 
Gunhild in marriage to the son of Conrad, who

later became the Emperor Henry III. When 
Henry III. succeded to the imperial throne (1046), 
thus inheriting the right of filling the Papal See, 
which was for a time occupied by a relative of 
his, Leo IX., the efforts of English politicians to 
establish connections with the German Empire 
were redoubled. Harold in particular, who later 
became King of England advocated this policy, —  
even after the death of the powerful Henry III. 
The sympathy of the national party for Germany 
•— of the party of which Aldred was leader even 
after the battle of Hastings —  makes it easy for 
us to understand why we find the Worcester 
Chronicles making so emphatic a statement of the 
relationship between Agatha and the future queen 
of England ond the one hand and the imperial 
House of Germany on the other. Supposing — 
and we do not here treat the matter as anything 
but as a supposition — that Agatha was the daugh
ter of the king of Hungary, her marriage with our 
Prince Edward, the future king of England, would 
gain enormously in weight and importance by her 
relationship with the German emperor. For the 
Emperor was so mighty and so great that his 
power was greater even than that of Rome. We 
find the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle in one place al
most boastingly stressing the fact that Margaret 
was related to the German Emperor: —  "Hire 
modor cynn gaeth to Heinrice casere, t h e  
h a  e f d e a n w  a l d o f e r R o m  e".

And Aldred's embassy to Cologne must have 
exercised a misleading effect upon those whowere 
not familiar with the interdependence of events. 
Why did the Bishop of Worcester go to the 
Emperor when the Anglo-Saxon princess was in 
Hungary? though we know the object of the 
embassy, we are nevertheless quite in the dark as 
to why the absence from home for almost a whole 
year of Aldred's embassy produced no direct 
results? Henry II. had to die to enable Prince 
Edward to return; the Atheling having arrived in 
England in 1057, the year after the great Emperor's 
death. From this we may conclude that the Ger
man Emperor did not wish Edward to return. 
If Agatha was really the daughter of St. Stephen, 
the ambitious German Emperor could have found 
an excuse and an opportunity at any time after 
the blinding and murder of his protege Peter to 
interfere in the succession to the Hungarian throne. 
May be this was the reason why he hesitated to 
comply with the request of the English king.

We have seen that the oldest records dealing 
with Agatha are equivocal in the matter of her 
origin and calculated to mislead. The ambiguous 
expression used by Florence of Worcester only 
added to the mystery; for the better-informed 
monkish chroniclers were well aware that Henry
II. had no children. Perhaps this contradiction 
was the source of the error made by a very famous 
and well-informed chronicler who endeavoured to 
find and actually did find an explanation of 
Agatha's origin. This was William of Malmesbury, 
whose Gesta Regum  was perhaps the most popular 
and most widely-known chronicle of the first half 
of the twelfth century. The story of the Anglo- 
Saxon princes is naturally familiar to Malmesbury



10 D  A N  TJ B I A  N R E V I E W  SEPTEMBER, 1935

too. The names given to them in his chronicle are 
Edwin and Edwardus. They go to the king of the 
Huns (Hungarians) and live in his court. The 
elder brother dies very soon, the younger, the 
Prince Edward so often spoken of, wedding 
Agatha, th e q u e e n s  y o u n g e r  sister .

Malmesbury's mistake is evident. History 
knows nothing of any younger sister of Queen 
Gizella; and even if she had had such a sister, 
that sister would have been some 20— 22 years 
older than Prince Edward. Queen Gizella's father, 
Henry, died in August, 995. So the Agatha re
ferred to by Malmesbury would have been at least 
22 years old, while Edward cannot have been 
more than 1 or 2 . . . So Malmesbury either was 
mistaken or deliberately falsified the facts in

order to be able to somewhow explain the relation
ship with the Emperor.

Therefore, according to the earliest records 
Agatha was —

1. a relative of the German Emperor (Anglo- 
Saxon Chronicle), o r

2. daughter of a near relative of the German 
Emperor (Florence of Worcester), o r  f i n a l l y

3. the younger sister of the Queen of Hungary.
The first version (1) is general in character,

the second (2) is ambiguous, while the third (3) 
is decidedly an error: we must therefore not be 
surprised by the innumerable contradictions in 
evidence in relation to the question of the origin 
of Agatha and her daughter Margaret.

(To be continued.)

A STATUE TO THE MEMORY 
OF MAJOR-GENERAL BANDHOLTZ

AT BUDAPEST
On the suggestion of Mr. Eugene Boros, an American 

art collector, a movement has been set on fott to per
petuate the memory of Major-General H. Hill Bandholtz by 
placing his statue in he Hungarian National Museum 
garden. The leaders of the movement are Mr. Charles 
Szendy, Mayor of Budapest, and Baron Sigismund PerSnyi, 
Keeper of the Holy Crown. Mr. Nicolas Ligeti is to be 
the sculptor. Hereby the Hungarians are paying an old 
debt of gratitude to the American Major-General who as 
the American delegate on the Inter-Allied Military Com
mission, was in Budapest from August 1919 till February 
1920. In that most tragic period of modern Hungarian 
history, when after the collapse of Bela Kun's Bolshevist 
regime Budapest was occupied by Rumanian troops, Major- 
General Bandholtz rendered never-to-be-forgotten services to 
the Hungarian nation. Over and over again, often with whip 
in hand, he protected the inhabitants of Budapest and 
their institutions against the deprevations of the Rumanian 
soldiers. It was he who prevented the Rumanians carrying 
off to Bucharest the Transylvanian art collections of the 
Hungarian National Museum — that is to say the collections 
most closely connected with Hungarian history — as they 
had carried away the bulk of the rolling-stock belonging 
to the Hungarian State Railways and of the live stock in 
the country. Now that the town is about to erect a statue 
to the memory of this distinguished American officer, it 
seems a fitting opportunity to publish that part of Majo*-- 
General Bandholtz's diary (“ An Undiplomatic Diary". 
Edited by Fritz-Konrad Kriiger, Professor of Political 
Science in Wittenberg College) in which he describes how 
he managed to stop the Rumanians carrying away the 
above-mentioned objects of art from the Hungarian 
National Museum.

OCTOBER 6, 1919. Last night, just after we 
bad risen from one of the excellent meals with 
which Captain Gore is nourishing us, Colonel Ho
rowitz reported and stated that the Roumanians 
were at the National Museum with a whole flock 
of trucks, and proposed to take away many of the 
works of art.

At a meeting of the Military Mission on Octo
ber 1, 1919, it was decided that although the 
Roumanians did claim many articles in the 
National Museum as belonging to them on account 
of their present ownership of Transylvania, they 
should have none of these articles until passed 
upon by our committee, of which Captain Shafroth, 
U. S. A., is chairman. On the same date the Rou
manian Commander in Chief was notified of our 
decision.

Accompanied by Colonel Loree and one 
American soldier, I followed Colonel Horowitz 
back to the Museum, which we found under a 
strong Roumanian guard. One man tried to stop 
us, but it did not do him much good, and we 
went into the building and eventually routed out 
the Director. It appears that about 6 o'clock in 
the afternoon, General Serbescu, accompanied by 
an entourage of officers and civilians, showed us 
at the Museum conveying fourteen trucks and a 
detachment of soldiers. He stated that he was 
authorized by General Mardarescu and High Com
missioner Diamandi to take over the objects from 
Transylvania, and demanded the keys. The 
Director informed him that the Inter-Allied 
Military Mission had taken over the Museum and 
he would not give up the keys. General Serbescu 
then told him that they would return in the 
morning and that, if the keys were not produced, 
they would take the objects by force.

I, therefore, had the Director deliver the key 
to the storeroom to me and left a paper worded as 
follows:

To whom it may concern —
As the Inter-Allied Mission is in charge of all 

the objects in the Hungarian National Museum at 
Budapest, the key has been taken charge of by the 
President of the Day, General Bandholtz, the 
American representative.

This was followed by my signature. I then 
had Colonel Loree place seals on each of the 
doors, on which was written:

This door sealed by Order of Inter-Allied Mi
litary Mission.

H. H. Bandholtz, Pres, of the Day.
5. October 1919.

As the Roumanians and all Europeans are



SEPTEMBER, 1935 D A N U B I A N  R E V I E W 11

fond of rubberstamp display, and as we had 
nothing else, we used an American mail-censor 
stamp, with which v/e marked each of the seals.

Just before adjournment, a letter was received 
from the Roumanians dated the fourth, in which

have to take the responsibility for breaking the 
Mission's seals before they get the objects.

Concerning the objects in the Museum, a 
letter has also been received from the Archbishop 
of Esztergom and Prince Primus of Hungary stat-

ONE OF THE THREE SEALS PLACED ON THE DOORS OF THE HUNGARIAN NATIONAL MUSEUM
BY GENERAL BANDHOLTZ, OCTOBER 5 , 1 9 1 9

REMOVED NOVEMBER 14 , 19 19 , WHEN THE ROUMANIANS EVACUATED BUDAPEST. FOR THIS SERVICE -

CENERAL BANDHOLTZ LATER RECEIVED A BRONZE MEDAL DEDICATED TO HIM “ FROM THE GRATEFUL NATIONAL MUSEUM”

they acknowledged receipt of the Mission's letter 
of the first, relative to the objects from Transyl
vania in the National Museum, and stating that 
these objects would be seized and that the signers, 
Mardarescu and Diamandi, would take the respon
sibility for this action. As it happens, they will now

ing that these objects were by will placed in his 
charge on the condition that they form an integral 
part of a Christian Museum at Esztergom or at 
Budapest, and protesting against anyone whom
soever interfering with the right of the Roman 
Catholic Church in this collection.

P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C

FOUR CARDINAL POINTS OF HUNGARIAN
FOREIGN POLICY

At the meeting of the National Unity (Govern
ment) Party held at Koszeg on September 16th. 
Dr. Stephen Antal, Secretary of State in the Ministry 
of Justice and Chief of the Press Bureau in the 
Prime Ministry, who is one of Premier Gombos's 
closest friends, made a speech in which he summed 
up the programme on the basis of which the Govern
ment proposes to negotiate at all international con
ferences in the future: —

"T h e  G overnm ent ataches specia l im portance 
to  four points —  1. our indisputable right to a 
revision  —  a right w hich certain  quarters are 
again endeavouring to ca ll in question, though 
that it exists beyond  question  or dispute is shown 
p recise ly  and c lea r ly  by  the statem ent recently

made by the British Foreign Secretary; 2. the 
institutional protection of our racial brethren living 
as minorities in territories severed from Hungary 
— a question in respect of which the League of 
Nations still owes a formidable debt to Europe 
and the peoples concerned; 3. the demand for 
equality of armaments (national defence) — a 
right the existence of which and the dangers bound 
to arise from an ignoring of that right have been 
explained by Hungary's Delegate to the League of 
Nation in his appeal to the conscience of the Pow
ers; and finally, 4, the solution of our pending inter
national, economic and financial problems the 
settlement of which is indispensably necessary to 
secure the economic and financial re-construction 
of the country,"
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At the meeting of the General Assembly of the 
League of Nations held at Geneva on September 12th., 
Lieut.-General Gabriel Tanczos, in speaking on the 
report submitted by the Secretary-General, explained 
the attitude of the Hungarian Government in the 
questions of disarmament and protection of minorities.

The gist of the Hungarian Delegate's observations 
on the disarmament question was as follows: —

1st The most serious infringements of the treaty 
provisions may pass without redress, unless the 
Council keeps a permanent watch on the execution 
of the Treaties and, if need be, intervenes on its own 
initiative.

2nd A Permanent Minorities Commission be set up.
3rd The Council should set aside political con

siderations and be guided only by rules of law.
4th The Council would approach the Governments 

concerned, more forcibly than has so far been the 
case in favour of a complete redress of wrongs.

5th It is essential that the evidence of petitioners 
should be taken into account in all cases.

6th We shall be happy if in future the Council 
would constantly and in all cases be asking for the 
opinion of the Court.

7th The settlement of a complaint at present takes 
about three years. We could improve this procedure 
if Governments were asked to present their observa
tions several times the time limit laid down by the 
Council. Another factor which tends to delay matters 
is the Government concerned reproaches the peti
tioners with not having exhausted the remedies at 
their disposal before filing their petitions the Council 
always seeks the advice of a Committee of Jurists. 
This is absolutely unnecessary and merely a waste of 
time.

8th It is important also that there should be 
compliance with the recommendation which was made

by the Council in paragraph 5 of its resolution of 
13th June 1929 to the effect that governments should 
on as many occasions as possible consent to the 
publication of the text of a petition, accompanied by 
their observations.

9th Finally, the Council should not consider its 
work finished after it has taken a decision providing 
for the redress of some wrong or some injustice re
ferred to in a petition. It is necessary that it should 
carefully watch whether the government concerned is 
acting in strict conformity with its decision and 
whether it carries it into effect. Otherwise, reparation 
granted may lose its value and judicial assistance 
may become wholly illusoty.

At the close of his speech the Hungarian Delegate 
said the following:

"Nowadays Minorities still complain to the 
League of Nations, so far as they are not deterred by 
fear of reprisals, because they have not yet lost faith 
in the League, because they have not yet come to the 
bitter conclusion that it is no use complaining because 
even the most just complaint will be burnt,. If they 
should come to that conviction, if they should cease 
to complain altogether, should we be entitled to draw 
the conclusion that they no longer had any reason 
to complain and that the governments were scru
pulously respecting the Minority rights which have 
been created for their benefit under the Treaties?

There have been inumerable quotations of the 
passage in which President Wilson said some sixteen 
years ago that there is nothing more inimical to 
world peace than unfair treatment inflicted upon 
Minorities. If that was true sixteen years ago it can
not be wrong today. Real and effective protection of 
Minorities against all oppression is in the interests 
both of Minorities and of the League of Nations, set 
up in accordance with the Preamble to the Covenant 
to guarantee to nation peace and security."

MR. LLEWELLYN JONES, M. P. ON REVISION
OF PEACE TREATIES

As already reported, on the occasion of the ter
centenary celebration of the foundation of the Buda
pest Peter Pazmany University of Sciences there will 
be a series of festivities, beginning on September 25-th 
and lasting for several days. Mr. Llewellyn Jones, 
British M. P., upon whom the title of Honorary Doctor 
of the Pecs Hungarian Elizabeth University was re
cently conferred, has arrived to take part in the 
celebrations. Before leaving for Budapest Mr. 
Llewellyn Jones made the following statement to the 
London correspondent of the Magyar Tavirati lroda.

"I am sincerely delighted to return to Hungary's 
beautiful capital, where I hope to meet my kind Hun
garian friends. 1 am particularly pleased to represent 
one of Europe’s youngest universities, the University 
of Wales at the tercentenary jubilee of the ancient 
University of Budapest.

The dark clouds gathering on the international 
horizon must fill every one who has the welfare and 
progress of humanity at heart with deep anxiety. The 
root of all these grave troubles undoubtedly lies in 
the mistakes, errors and injustices accompanying the 
readjustement of Europe that took place after the 
close of the world war, for which mankind must now

suffer such great tribulation. Day by day the fact 
grows clearer that these original errors cannot be the 
basis of lasting peace and undisturbed evolution and 
progress, and that Europe cannot hope for the return 
of its old prosperity until Article 19 of the Covenant 
of the Leaague of Nations which provides the possi
bility of a peaceable revision of international treaties 
has been enforced in practice. Sir Samuel Hoare, 
British Foreign Secretary's last speech in Geneva re
veals a growing conviction that it cannot be Europa's 
aim to maintain the faulty territorial arrangements at 
all costs and by any and every means, and that with
out fail something must be done by way of a peaceable 
revision of the treaties to ease the tension which is 
growning more and move threatening before it is too 
late.”

* *
*

On September 22-nd Dr. Llewellyn Jones delivered 
a speech under the national flag in Szabadsag-t^r, in 
which amongst other things he said: — "By Hungary 
I never mean the present dismember-country, but the 
integral thousand-years-old Great Hungary. I am
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standing here not only on the soil of Budapest, but 
also on the consecrated soil of Kassa, Pozsony, Kolozs- 
var and the rest of the beloved Hungarian counties, 
which was collected and deposited here. I am moved 
by your national Creed, which many thousands of my 
compatriots repeat with me today, and which proves 
that it was faith in God which always gave this nation 
strength in its struggles and which, in the present 
instance too, will lead to a restoration of its historical

frontiers, when justice has been done. The Hungarians 
are the people of Kossuth, whose love of liberty made 
the Hungarian name great. I wish you happiness — 
you and the many little Hungarian children I see here, 
for whom a better future is in store." At the close of 
his speech Mr. Llewellyn Jones said a few words in 
Hungarian too. The crowds surrounding the Hungarian 
flag warmly applauded this eminent British friend of 
the Hungarian nation.

VISIT TO HUNGARY OF TEN FRENCH DEPUTIES
In response to the joint invitation of Dr. Otto 

Legrady, editor-in-chief and owner of the "Pesti 
Hirlap", the National Union of Hungarian Manu
facturers and the National Hungarian Agrarian 
Association, ten Members of the French Parliament 
arrived in Budapest on September 13th. The French 
visitors were received with the traditional hospitality 
of the Hungarian political and social world. The 
visitors received a series of invitations; they visited 
Szeged and a section of the trans-Danubian district, 
and called on the Permanent Under-Ssecretary for 
Foreign Affairs and the Prime Minister's Deputy. 
They had an audience with the Regent of Hungary 
at his country seat in Godollo; while they were given 
opportunities to visit the premises of the various 
political parties — the National Unity (Government) 
Party, the Independent Smallholders Party, the 
Christian Agrarian Party (Legitimists) and the Social 
Democrats (the three latter being Opposition parties) 
for the purpose of securing information respecting 
the situation and political aspirations of Hungary. 
No doubt this visit for the purpose of studying con
ditions has served to strengthen the ties connecting 
France and Hungary; and its beneficial effects in 
favour of Hungary may be seen also from the various 
statements made by the French politicians. We here
with give selections from one or two of the most 
important of these statements: —

In speaking of the frontiers seen by him in the 
south, at Szeged, and in the north, at Esztergom, 
Robert Schuman, at the soiree arranged by the 
Christian Agrarian Party declared that when de
marcating those frontiers the treaty-makers had not 
taken fully into account all the considerations which 
should have guided their action. The qustion of the 
frontiers would have to be revised in keeping with 
the postulates of justice and equity and with the 
interests of the inhabitants concerned. He had no 
doubt that there would ensue changes in this field; 
though such an issue could be reached only by 
peaceable means, by reciprocal understanding and in 
the proper manner. In illustration of the fact that 
the present frontiers were not demarcated in such a 
manner, he clearly remembered the 1921 discussions 
of the Paris Chamber relative to the ratification of 
the Treaty of Trianon, when Abbe Wetterle, President 
of the Alsace-Lorraine Group, had submitted a petit
ion presented by the Swabians of the Banate asking 
to be allowed to remain in Hungary.

At the banquet given by the National Uni tv Party, 
in reply to the toast of Bela Ivady, former Minister 
and President of the Party, Deputy Xavier Vallat, 
leader of the French group, declared that the curiosity 
which had brought them to Hungary had been satisfied, 
while their sympathy had been enhanced. The French 
had never made Hungary responsible for the outbreak 
of the Great War: for Hungary had indeed most
decidedly opposed the idea of war. though the Hunga
rians as soldiers had had to honestly do their duty and

had done so. It had taken a thousand years to 
establish the unity of the French people, which could 
no longer be disputed. In the same way the time 
would come when no one would question the unity 
of the Hungarian people. Of his fellow-deputies now 
here there were two — Deputies Schuman, from Al
sace-Lorraine, and Gouillon — who had not long 
before belonged to different countries; now they had 
both become citizens of a united France, their native 
land from time immemorial. Before long the Hunga
rians too would be able to quote similar instances. 
The French people had never desired injustice. In 
the course of time numerous data had been brought 
to light enabling the world to realise that the Hunga
rians had been treated unjustly. Now, however, they 
had at their disposal for their guidance, not only 
written data, but also repeated personal experiences. 
So they could declare that the Hungarians had been 
unjustly treated, — as also that when an opportunity 
offered they would help to redress the wrong in a 
manner which, while peaceful in character, should 
satisfy the Hungarians. In conclusion he expressed 
the hope that for Hungary there would ensue a better 
future which would prove beneficial to the peace of 
Europe.

Deputy Louis Foures, Vice-Chairman of the 
Paris Municipial Council, at the dinner given by the 
Municipality of Budapest pointed to the friendship 
which had existed since the Middle Ages between the 
French and the Hungarian nations and was as much 
in evidence as ever today; as they themselves, having 
visited Hungary in person, were best in a position to 
judge. On their return to Paris they would take with 
them the Hungarian idea and would tell their com
patriots of the unjust sufferings of the Hungarian 
peaple.

When saying goodbye to Dr. Otto Legrady Baron 
Georges Rouilleaux-Dugage declared that what they 
had experienced in Hungary had made the noble, 
chivalrous Hungarian nation more sympathetic in their 
eyes than ever, — a nation which had refused to 
allow ill fortune to depress it and which — like the 
French sixty years before — had maintained intact 
its courage and its profound belief in a better future. 
They desired to use every affort on behalf of 
Hungary.

In Vienna, where the French party spent two days 
on the return journey, Paul Creyssel declared in an 
interview given to the representative of the "Pesti 
Hirlap” that what they had experienced in Hungary 
had not only made the country more sympathetic than 
ever in their eyes, but had also afforded an op
portunity to convince themselves of the justice of that 
country's cause and to understand the tragedy which 
had overtaken this noble nation and this wealthy and 
beautiful country under the treaty of peace. They saw 
clearly now and fully sympathised with the Hunga
rian nation, which had not been broken by its evil 
fate and continued with a firm heart and a steadfast
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soul — with head erect and undauntedly — to believe 
in a better future and in the inevitability of due re
paration. They would do everything in their power 
for Hungary. Their activity would be of two kinds:
1. they would publish articles in the French dailies 
and would give adresses on the present situation of 
Hungary and on the justice of her demands, and
2. they would carry on an energetic propaganda on 
behalf of Hungary at the Quai d'Orsay and — through 
the Foreign Minister and more particularly through 
the permanent staff of the Foreign Ministry — would 
provide for the proper information of the French 
diplomatic service. Creyssel already visualised the 
mighty Monarchy within which Hungary, with her 
thousand-years' frontiers restored, wold live in 
economic union with Austria and Bohemia. This was 
bound to come, seeing that only a united Central- 
European economic formation of the kind could 
ensure Europe a lasting peace. When studying the 
ecnomic situation he had found, to his great delight, 
that the machine, electric, chemical and textile in
dustries of Hungary stood on a very high level, and 
that in addition to her agrarian exports Hungarv’s 
industrial exports too were increasing in volume. He 
had been really surprised by the excellent progress 
made by the tourist traffic of Budapest. Now he found 
that to be only natural, for Budapest had indeed 
afforded them much pleasure while enjoying the 
magnificent panorama of the Capital, with its superb

mansions and its wealth of baths, — not to mention 
the proverbial hospitality with which they had been 
owerwhelmed. Their visits to the various parties had 
made a lasting impression upon them. There they had 
sensed the foundations of the ancient Hungarian 
Constitution and the discipline and patriotism dis
played by all Hungarian deputies alike irrespective 
of party. He was delighted to be able to state that 
in the question of a revision there was perfect agree
ment between the members of all the four parties 
visited by them alike; and he felt that the Hungarian 
parties, instead of attacking one another, served as 
complements to one another, each of them working in 
the interest of the country and for the good of the 
nation. Esztergom had made the most profound im- 
presssion upon them. Previously the seat of the Hun
garian Prince Primate had been in the heart of the 
country; now it was separated from a neighbouring 
country by a bridge. Scientific excavations were now 
bringing to light the palace where the first Hungarian 
kings had resided — kings who had never dreamed 
that that city would once be on the frontier of the 
country. Creyssel himself was particularly struck by 
the great Occidental culture found among the Hunga
rians. He had therefore decided during the coming 
winter to visit Budapest and Szeged, where he desired 
to give addresses as a means of strengthening the 
close ties now formed with Hungary.

LITTLE ENTENTE CONFERENCE AT BLED
The spiritual leaders of the Little Entente, MM. 

Benes and Titulescu, are not only clever diplomats, 
but also past masters in the art of booming and of 
boosting too. Their conferences are always presented 
to the public eye by a skilfully managed press as if 
they held the balance of the world's fate in their 
hands. This was the light thrown by that press also 
on the Jubilee Conference held at Bled at the end 
of July, which was arranged in celebration of the 
fifteen years existence of the Little Entente and by 
way of demonstration — and for the sake of en
hancing the effect was held at a place near the 
Italian, Hungarian and Austrian frontiers.

The official communique dealing with the Con
ference is of the usual type and in the hackneyed 
manner which is already so familiar, point out, that 
the Foreign Ministers of the three States are in 
perfect agreement in all the questions discussed. 
Although this absolute agreement is in respect of 
certain matters — e. g. of the political relations with 
the Soviet Union and of the "Anschluss" movement, 
as also of other minor question — may not be quite 
so complete as the official communique would bave 
us believe, it must nevertheless be established as a 
fact that in the questions enumerated in points 3., 4. 
and 5. of the official communique (those most nearly 
concerning Hungary) — viz. the Danube Convention, 
equality in armaments and the Habsburg Restoration 
— there was perfect unity between the Foreign Min
isters present at Bled. The only trouble is that on the 
present occasion the decisions taken respecting 
these questions consisted of mere negatives and in the 
usual reiteration of the rigid formulas emphasising 
the inviolability of the Peace Edicts — the state of 
things which so far too has proved one of the chief 
obstacles to a reconciliation and a closer economic 
co-operation between the peoples of the Danube Basin.

Should the Permanent Council of the Little 
Entente make the signature of the Danube Convention 
conditional on the maintenance of the present ter

ritorial status quo — a course involving the most 
rigid repudiation and rejection of the possibilities of 
revision contained in Article 19 of the Covenant of 
the League of Nations —, by stipulating that con
dition they would in effect be “ torpedoing" the ne
gotiations for the conclusion of a Danube Convention. 
Of a similar character is also the decision relating 
to the question of equality of armaments, the Per
manent Council having made its agreement to the 
acceptance of this principle conditional on adequate 
means being taken to enhance the security of the 
Little Entente States. Whereas the States in urgent 
need of an enhancement of their security are surely 
not the Little Entente States, which are armed to the 
teeth, but those — Hungary, Austria and Bulgaria — 
which were defeated in the Great War and owing to 
the disarmament forced upon them under the treaties 
of peace are in a condition of utter defencelessness. 
As for the attitude of the Permanent Council in the 
question of a Restoration, that would seem to be in 
defiance of the principle of non-intervention laid 
down in the French Memorandum relating to the 
Danube Convention.

All these stipulations of the character of pro
hibitions or interferences show clearly that the Little 
Entente openly defies the well-known declaration 
constituting practically a political programme made 
by Sir Samuel Hoare, the British Foreign Secretary, 
in the House of Commons on July 11th. last, which 
declaration lays down the thesis that "an amendment 
of the adjustment made in 1919 is a demand of today 
which cannot be rejected". For after all right and 
justice cannot for ever be shackled and fettered. The 
inexorable logic of history will sooner or later impel 
the Little Entente too to acknowledge the truth that 
by insisting unconditionally on the maintenance of the 
prevailing order and by tbe continuous oppression. of 
its neighborurs it is not serving the cause of peace 
— still less that of a whole-hearted co-operation 
between the peoples of the Danube Basin.
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SLOVAK NATIONAL COUNCIL DEMANDS 
PLEBISCITE IN SLOVAKIA

On September 4th, 1935, Francis Jehlicka, Presi
dent, and Victor Dvorcak, Vice-President, submitted 
to the League of Nations in Geneva a Memorandum 
drafted on behalf of the Slovak National Council. The 
leaders of the Slovak emigres consider it quite natural 
that they should go to the League of Nations if they 
have anything to complain of. Since the presentation 
of their last Memorandum on July 10th, 1933, there 
has not been any improvement in the situation of the 
Slovaks in the Czecho-Slovak Republic; indeed, their 
misery and sufferings have grown from day to day. In 
his June Report the British Foreign Secretary, Sir 
Samuel Hoare, declared that a revision of the Peace 
Treaties of 1919 and 1920 was inevitable. And indeed 
the possibility of a revision is ensured by the Covenant 
of the League itself. In Central Europe the maintenance 
of the present situation is impossible, for it threatens 
to lead to a general conflagration. Order in Central 
Europe cannot possibly be restored except by comply
ing with the demands of the Slovaks. Slovakia was 
however torn from Hungary by the Treaty of Trianon 
without the people's wishes being consulted, seeing 
that the Allied Powers had believed what had been told 
them by Messrs. Masaryk and Benes. In 1915 Masaryk 
isubmitted to the British Government a Memorandum 
in which he declared that the Slovaks were in reality 
Czechs. The President of the Czecho-Slovak Republic 
still asserts indeed that „there is no Slovak nation, 
that being a pure invention of the Hungarians"; while 
in 1916 Benes, in his pamphlet entitled ,,Detruisez 
1'Austriche-Hongrie", .also asserted that the Slovaks 
and the Czechs constituted one single nation and race, 
and that the Slovak language was only a Czech dia
lect. It is for this fictive reason, the invention of 
Czech diplomats, that the Slovaks have been removed 
from the pages of history and of ethnography. Howev
er, the Slovaks are neither Czechs nor Czecho-Slovaks, 
but an independent nation and race. Dr. Seton-Watson 
(„ScotUs Viator"), Professor in the University of Lon
don, admits this fact; while the Slovaks never miss an 
opportunity to emphatically stress the point — as in 
1933 at Nyitra, in the presence of the Czech Govern
ment and of the foreign diplomats. The efforts of the 
Slovaks in demanding the right of self-determination 
have proved of no avail; the Czech diplomats have 
succeeded in averting the danger of a plebiscite. In 
his work entitled ,.La Paix", Andre Tardieu writes 
as follows: — „We had to choose between a plebiscite 
and the creation of Czecho-SIovakia". Slovakia was

allotted to the Czechs without the Slovaks having been 
consulted in the matter. The Czechs have no right — 
weither moral or legal — to Slovakia, where they are 
nothing more or less than usurpers.

The Memorandum closes with the following words:
The Czechs obtained Slovakia by fraud, having 

neither a moral nor a legal claim to the possession 
of that country. Their position in Slovakia is that 
of usurpers.

“ In the Memorandum referred to above we have 
proved abundantly that the overlordship of the 
Czechs has ruined our fatherland both economically 
and morally. We beg to annex another Memorandum 
("The Slovak Problem", Publications of the Slovak 
Council, Geneva, 1935) containing a whole series of 
new facts.

"To us there is only one solution, the simplest 
and fairest — viz. a plebiscite; the effectual character 
of that solution has been proved amply by the 
plebiscite in the Saar District.

"The Slovak people must be allowed to tell us 
itself it wants. That is a right which the League of 
Nation must safeguard more than anything else.

"What has been done to us Slovaks is a crying 
injustice which demands reparation.

“We desire to live and also to be liberated from 
the Czechs. But we are well aware that a small 
people like ours cannot possibly form an independent 
State in this Europe of ours which has in any case 
been so horribly mutilated. That is why we desired 
to form a union with Hungary, as our ancestors did 
a thousand vears ago. All our rivers flow in the 
direction of Hungary; and it is towards that country 
that weare driven by all the forces of the historical 
past of our people. And, should the grounds derive 
from nature and history not suffice, we demand that 
a plebiscite be arranged in Slovakia; and if the 
Czechs protest against such a proceding, they must 
themselves admit that they are ruling the Slovak 
people against its own will.

“ It is with the sincerest confidence that we ap
peal to the League of Nations to redress this crying 
injustice.

"To be is to fight, to win is to live", are the 
words of a French philosopher. We are and exist 
still despite the deceit of the Czechs — still fighting 
hard; but we are determined to win — i. e. to live —, 
for every people has the right to live."

PRINCE PRIMATE OF HUNGARY IN ENGLAND AS PAPAL
LEGATE

On September 12th the Abbey of the Benedictine 
Order in Downside, Somerset, was the scene of a 
brilliant church festival when the new church erected 
there was consecrated by Cardinal Seredi, Prince 
Primate of Hungary, assisted by a large number of 
priests. Cardinal Seredi began his career in the 
Benedictine Order; and he was sent to England on 
the present occasion as Papal Legate to perform the 
ceremony of consecration. Although his mission was 
naturally purely clerical in character, the Primate's 
stay in England must certainly have strengthened the 
bonds already existing between British and Hungarian

Catholicism, A report of the ceremony itself appeared 
in the "Times", and ran as follows: —

,,The outstanding figure in the brilliant spectacle 
was his Eminence Cardinal Justinian Seredi, Prince 
Primate of Hungary, who came at the express instruc
tions of the Pope to set the seal to 50 years of devoted 
effort on the part of the Downside community. With 
him were Cardinal MacRoy, Archbishop of Armagh, 
the Metropolitans of Westminster, Birmingham, Liver
pool, Cardiff, and Edinburgh, and a number of Bishops 
and abbots. The Abbot of Downside, to whom, as the 
head of the community, His Holiness had shown a
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special favour by raising his church to the dignity of 
a Minor Basilica, was a conspicuous figure in his robes 
of black, and at the end of the service he received the 
congratulations of the assembled prelates.

The day's rites began with Low Masses and 
Prime and Little Hours in the chapel of the Relics. 
The consecration itself commenced at 7.30, when 
Cardinal Seredi, a striking figure in his vestments of 
gold, entered the Nave and proceeded to the Fald
stool. At his bidding, the 12 candles below the Con
secration Crosses were lighted. Attended by the Deacon 
and Sub-Deacon, and followed by the community, His 
Eminence then left the church, and the doors were 
closed.

Then followed the Procession of the Relics, which 
were contained in solid silver boxes placed in an 
Ark. Issuing from the Chapel of the Relics, the pro
cession proceeded to the front door of the church 
where, baring his head, the Cardinal offered prayer 
and knelt while the first portion of the Litanies of the 
Saints was sung.

After sprinkling the walls with holy water and 
circling the church three times, the Cardinal halted 
before the West Door and requested admission into 
the church in the name of the King of Glory. Thrice 
was this request made, and at length the door was 
opened from within by the Deacon Custodian, His 
Eminence, after solemnly blessing the walls and an- 
nointing the crosses on each side of the portal, passed 
within the building followed by his attendant clergy.

Inside the church were two rows, each consisting 
of 12 pools of ashes, placed diagonally on the floor.

H O

CZ E C  H O - S L O V A K I A

LEADER OF HUNGARIAN NATIONAL 
PARTY SENTENCED TO THREE 

MONTHS’ CONFINEMENT

Joseph Szent-Ivany, Hungarian Member of the 
Czecho-Slovak Parliament and leader of the Hungar
ian (Magyar) National Party, in an article published 
in the March 27th., 1933, issue of the "Pester Lloyd", 
of Budapest, criticised the conduct of the Social 
Democrat Party of Hungary, What he particularly 
objected to was the fact that that Party had failed 
alike in its press and at international gatherings to 
enter the lists with adequate energy on behalf of the 
cultural and economic interests of the Hungarian 
minority! and he cited several concrete cases in il
lustration of the wrongs suffered by the Hungarian 
minority in Czecho-Slovakia. In the same article he 
also urged the necessity of creating cultural con
nections between the Hungarians and the Slovaks. 
The Czecho-Slovak Public Prosecutor in consequence 
charged Szent-Ivany with an offence against Article 
14. of the Defence of the Republic Act. His trial took 
place on September 16th. before the Rimaszombat 
District Court. While emphasising that when writing 
the article he was not guided by any desire to agitate, 
Szent-Ivany declared that he desired to fulfil the 
mandate given him by his Hungarian constituents by

With his crozier the Primate traced the letters of 
the Greek and Latin alphabets in the ashes.

Next came the consecration of the 19 altars. The 
High Altar was consecrated by the Primate who, 
dipping his thumb in a mixture of water, ashes
and wine, traced five crosses on the Altar and pe
titioned that "It may be hallowed in honour of God". 
Passing around the Altar seven times, he sprinkled 
it each time with holy water, and afterwards went 
thrice round the church sprinkling the walls and the 
floors.

The Procession of the Relics, borne upon a bier, 
followed. The relics v/ere placed in the Altar and 
cemented in by masons. The Altar of Blessed Oliver 
Plunket was consecrated by Cardinal Macroy, that 
of the Lady Chapel by the Abbot of Downside, and 
the remaining altars by others of the church 
dignitaries.

The ceremony closed with the singing of Pontifical 
Mass by Cardinal Seredi. It was announced that His 
Holiness had granted 14 years' indulgence to those 
attending the service and those attending the church 
within the next eight days.

At a luncheon which followed Cardinal Seredi 
delivered a short address in Latin.

The Lord Mayor of London thanked the Primate 
for paying him a ceremonial visit on his arrival in 
England. The fact that he had done so, the Lord 
Mayor said, would always form one of his pleasant 
association with the Mansion House. He hoped it 
would be a pleasant link with the relations between 
the Mansion House and Hungary."

being at all times at the service of his people when
ever it was a question of fighting for a redress of 
injuries suffered by the Hungarian minority, but that 
at the same time he was unconditionally in favour of 
a cultural rapprochement between the Hungarians 
(Magyars) and the Slovaks. The Court sentenced 
Szent-Ivany to three months' confinement. It was 
considered as an aggravating circumstance that the 
article had appeared in a foreign newspaper with an 
international reading public and had been written by 
Szent-Ivany in his capacity as a public functionary 
who was politically responsible for his actions. The 
only extenuating circumstance accepted by the Court 
was that the defendant had not been previously 
punished (as reported in the September 17th. issue 
of the "Pragai Magyar Hirlap").

DISSATISFACTION AMONG 
THE POLES IN SILESIA

Czecho-Slovak statistics put the number of Poles 
in Moravia and Silesia at 108.597, while Poland esti
mates the strength of the Polish minority in Czecho
slovakia at not less than double that number. The 
Polish estimate is certain to be much nearer the truth; 
for in order to reduce the number of Poles, the Czecho
slovak census — the unreliable nature of which has 
been admitted by Emanuel Radi, Professor in the 
Prague University, in his work „Der Kampf zwischen 
Tschechen und Deutschen” (Reichenberg, 1929, p, 186)

W  M I N O R I T I E S  L I V E
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— has registered a considerable poportion of the popu
lation with Polish sympathies in Silesia as „Czecho- 
Slovaks" or „Slonzaks” (Silesians). Here, as in other 
minority regions of the Republic, the Czecho-Slovak 
educational authorities are establishing superfluous 
Czecho-Slovak schools in rapid succession; hoping with 
their aid to denationalise the Polish children. In these 
circumstances it is no wonder that the Poles do not 
regard these schools with favour. Recently their anti
pathy ran so high that in the neighbourhood of Te- 
schen they actually stormed some of the Czech schools. 
The Czech press bureau reports state that in the vil
lage of Dolni, on the night of September 1st, the vil
lagers smashed all the windows of the Czech school, 
then broke into the building, cut the Teschen district 
out of the map of Czecho-Slovakia, tore up the Czech 
school-books and pulled down the Czech arms. On the 
following days the same thing was repeated in several 
other villages. At the Czech railway station at Teschen 
the coat-of-arms of the Republic above the customs 
house was torn down and the Polish white eagle nailed 
up instead. At Dolni Listnan twelve Czecho-Slovak 
citizens of Polish nationality — all of them members 
of the Trzynec Polish Library Society — were arrested 
by Czech gendarmes. The Prefecture has ordered the 
premises of the Trzynec Polish Catholic Society to be 
closed. A force of 800 men of the Czecho-Slovak 8th 
infantry regiment has been despatched to Teschen. 
Artillery has been sent to Mistek and Friedek, and 
the local detachments of excisemen have been rein
forced. As we see, a veritable state of siege prevails 
in the districts of Czech Silesia inhabited by Poles. 
According to the ,,Express Poranny”, of Warsaw „the 
Poles are no better off under Czech rule than they 
were under the Russian Czars," The Czechs want to 
deprive them of what they hold most sacred — their 
mother-tongue, — and turn the Polish children into 
Czechs. Day after day they invent new means of 
oppressing the Poles. The whole of Silesia is today like 
one vast prison. The paper remarks sarcastically that 
the Czechs have been quick to learn from their new 
ally, Soviet Russia, especially from the G. P. U., and 
that they resort to the most cruel methods. The news
paper enumerates a series of Czech atrocities and 
declares that in spite of everything the Poles will 
remain firm.

The wide-spread indignation felt in Poland 
over the persecution of the Poles in Silesia has found 
expression in the decision taken by M, Bronislaw Las- 
kovnitsky, editor of the „Wich Novy” and president of 
the Lemberg Journalists Association, who has sent his 
Czech decoration, an Officer's Cross of the White Lion 
Order, back to Prague through the Czech consul in 
Lemberg. In the letter accompanying the decoration he 
said that the persecution and oppression of the Poles 
in Silesia, the suppression of the Polish press, and the 
latest reports that the Czechs are to send a punitive 
expedition of soldiers and gendarmes against the Poles 
in Teschen, were circumstances that made it impossible 
for any true Polish patriot to accept and wear a Czech 
decoration.

* *
*

A flying reporter of the "Est” papers has inter
viewed the Polish Ministers of Foreign Affairs per
manent deputy, Count John Szembek, who, speaking 
of Czecho-Polish relations, said, among other things: —

"It cannot be denied that the atmosphere has 
deteriorated. Many extremely intricate complications 
affect the problem. In the first place, there is the 
trouble in connection with the Polish minority in 
Teschen; in the second, the rapid development of the 
Czecho-Russian rapprochement.”

When the Hungarian reporter asked whether 
Poland would join the Danube Pact as planned by

Mussolini, if Germany held aloof, Count Szembek 
smiled and said: — "You seem to be a confirmed 
optimist to speak of a Danube Pact today. The whole 
question seems so involved to us that we cannot even 
guess what standpoints the various states are likely to 
adopt, consequently our own attitude is not clear. 
When the plan was first broached, we declared in 
principle that, although the Danube Pact, did not 
immediately affect Poland, we should do our best to 
support the Hungarian standpoint. You will surely 
remember that at one time there was some talk of 
our acting in agreement with Germany. At present, 
however, nobody can say what the European situation 
or our own position may be by the time the question 
is ripe for definitive discussion." »• »»

—  y —

CZECHO—RUMANIAN CONFLICT 
DUE TO FRONTIER INCIDENT
M. Charles Hokky, Hungarian member of the 

Czecho-Slovak Parliament, put a qeustion to the Mi
nister of Finance in which he said that on August 17th 
a large number of Czecho-Slovak citizens of Rumanian 
nationality went over to Marmarossziget to see their 
bishop. On the way back one group arrived at the 
frontier a little later than the hour fixed for their 
return. They had been waiting a considerable time to 
be allowed to cross the frontier when three other 
people came along, and were immediately allowed to 
cross. The waiting crowd began to insist on being 
allowed to cross, and the Rumanian frontier guards 
opened the gates for them. The Czecho-Slovak guard 
grew impatient with the crowd, drew his bayonet and 
stabbed a man named Vasil Huzo several times. Shortly 
afterwards Huzo died. This tragic event has done 
much towards aggravating the feeling of bitterness 
already prevailing among the Rumanian population. 
The press in Rumania attacked Czecho-Slovakia 
sharply for this affair, and the „Raiul Maramuresului" 
attacked the Czecho-Slovak authorities in unprintable 
terms. The fact that the Czecho-Slovak excisemen 
allow their relations to bring articles into the country 
on which other people must pay duty or even fines 
greatly helps to aggravate the indignation of the Ru
manians in Czecho-Slovakia. Amongst other questions 
M. Hokky asked the Czecho-Slovak Minister of Finance 
whether he was willing to delegate a Czecho-Rumanian 
joint committee to investigate the circumstances of 
Vasil Huzo's death and hear the evidence of eye
witnesses.

M U M A N I A

STATE OF SIEGE AND CENSORSHIP 
AGAIN PROLONGED

A Royal Edict has just prolonged for a further 
period of six months — until March 15th., 1936 — 
the state of siege and the activity of the censorship. 
In Opposition circles we are told that the present 
Government cannot be expected to suspend the ex
ceptional measures, seeing that without those 
measures it is incapable of governing. It is indubitable 
that Premier Tatarescu enjoys the full confidence of 
the Crown and is master of the situation; as also- 
that he has been given a free hand to appoint the 
person of his choice to the office of Governor of
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the National Bank, The proposed reconstruction of 
the Cabinet will not be effected; all that Tatarescu 
plans being a slight "supplementation". It is however 
a question whether he will be able to cope with the 
action of the Opposition parties to achieve his down
fall, with the Liberals who are actually in power, with 
the renewed hostility between the older and younger 
generations, and more particularly with the financial 
difficulties. The "Adeverul" points out that the 
financial difficulties are now threatening the very 
existence of the Tatarescu Government, for the fi
nancial and economic experts of his Party have 
proved incapable of effecting any solution of the 
economic problems. The activity displayed by the Gov
ernment so far is not of a nature to justify optimism 
in respect of the future either. In all probabilities the 
financial difficulties will bring about the fall of the 
Tatarescu Government before the end of the present 
year. That is certainly the principal point of attack 
which the Oposition intends to utilise for the purpose 
of carrying on its fight for the downfall of the Ca
binet. During the present month the National Peasants 
Party and the “Constitutional Front" (General Ava- 
rescu, George Bratianu) propose to arrange a mass 
demonstration in Bucharest in which hundreds of 
thousands are to take part.

BRITISH UNITARIAN DIGNITY 
DEMANDS SATISFACTION 

THROUGH BRITISH GOVERNMENT 
FOR INSULT OFFERED HIM 

IN RUMANIA

The Rt, Reverend Alfred Hall, President of the 
World Association of the Unitarians Churches having 
arrived at Bolon (County Haromszek) on his journey 
through Transylvania, attended divine service in the 
Unitarian church there. While divine service was in 
progress, gendarmes entered the church and asked the 
Bishop to produce his papers. After this gross insult 
the Bishop immediately left Transylvania, declaring 
that he would return to England and demand satis
faction through the British Government for the unpa
rallelled affront. („Nepujsag”, September 13th.) Other 
instances of the gendarmes' abuse of power are as fol
lows. In the village of Nagycsiir a drunken gendarme 
arrested a number of Saxon farmers who had given 
him no cause to do so, and maltreated them. The 
Saxon newspapers have protested in leading articles 
against this atrocity and demand redress and justice.

—In the village of Nagydisznod a twenty-years-old 
servant girl named Martha Gutui was brought before 
the gendarmes, who when questioning her, tore the 
nails off her toes, branded her breast with a red-hot 
iron, and put hot fresh boiled eggs in her arm-pits. 
The sergeant of gendarmes in Bezidi confiscated a 
postal parcel addressed to the Unitarian minister of the 
village. He then sent for the Minister, opened the par
cel and confiscated a copy of a historical work that 
had been published with the permission of the censor 
in Kolozsvar. („Ellenzek" August 21.)

NAGYBANYA SCHOOL OF PAINTING 
NATIONALISED

The Hungarian management of the Nagybanya 
school of painting, an institution with an independent 
status civilis established several decades ago and 
well-known even in foreign countries, has been removed

by the municipal council, and the affairs of the school 
have been entrusted to a special committee. („Magyar 
Ujsag", September 3.)

Y U G O $  L A V I A

LEADERS OF SERB OPPOSITION 
BACK CROATIAN NATIONAL 

DEMANDS

With the consent of M. Jovan Jovanovitch, ex- 
minister and president of the Serb Peasants’ Party, M. 
Ljuba Davidovitch, president of the Serb Democratic 
Party, wrote an open letter to his political confreres 
in which with a firmness rather unusual with him, he 
pointed out that a settlement of the Croatian question 
by mutual agreement was a sine qua non of a normal 
state of affairs in the country. In his opinion the 
question does not originate from economic and cultu
ral causes, nor is it one purely of self-government, but 
decidedly a problem of national policy. The political 
and self-government unity demanded by the Croats 
has a national basis, and cannot therefore be realised 
on a provincial basis. Indubitably the standpoint 
adopted by M. Dovidovitch is diametrically opposed 
to the unyielding Serb attitude, which in order to serve 
the ends of Pan-Serbism, uses the weapons of force 
and violence as a means of frustrating the rightful 
ambitions of the Croatian nation.

FRESH ATROCITIES IN CROATIA

In the village of Taborski, in Croatia, a deputy 
belonging to Matchek's party attempted to hold a 
political meeting — as it is alleged — without the 
previous approval or consent of the authorities. When 
the gendarmes interfered to dissolve the meeting, they 
came into conflict with some of Matchek's followers, 
whereupon the gendarmes resorted to the use of their 
arms. In addition to numerous wounded, several 
deaths were the result of this conflict — as in the 
case of the bloody affairs recently at Kokino and 
Orjovac, also in Croatia.

—y—

RUMANIA ALSO QUESTIONS 
RELIABILITY OF YUGOSLAV 
NATIONALITY STATISTICS

The Budapest Statistical Review of September 5th 
deals with the Rumanian comments on the Yugoslav 
nationality statistics. Rumanian experts on nationality 
statistics are indignant to find that the Yugoslav sta
tistics estimate the number of Rumanians in Yugosla
via at only 229.398 souls. Rumanian statisticians de
clare, and produce seemingly objective data collected 
by foreign experts in support of their statements, that 
the Rumanians in Yugoslavia number about 500.000, 
or even more. They assert that the Yugoslav nationa
lity statistics have simply spirited away the Macedo- 
Rumanians and that although the official data do admit 
the existence of 151,829 Rumanians in Serbia proper, 
they forget to mention the 250 or 300 thousand 
Rumanians living in the Carniola, Timok, Pozakovac 
and Morava districts (??). The Rumanians of the Yu
goslav Banate have — they say — been estimated at
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72.377, whereas according to pre-War Hungarian 
statistics the number of Rumanians in that area was 
about 150.000(??). To foreign countries the Serbians 
and Rumanians are unanimous in their denunciation 
of pre-war Hungary's nationality policy and the Hun
garian census, but among themselves each nation is 
loud in its reproaches of the other for the way its 
minority in the other country is being treated, and then 
they begin to quote the Hungarian nationality statistics 
as authentic data. The most curious thing of all, 
however, is that they quote this admittedly authentic 
source inaccurately when it suits their purpose to do 
so; for according to the official statistics of the Hun
garian census of 1910 the number of Rumanians in the 
Yugoslav Banate was 76.760 and not 150.000, as the 
Rumanians declare.

PERMISSION TO OPEN HUNGARIAN 
CLASS IN MINORITY SECTION 

OF BELGRADE TEACHERS 
TRAINING COLLEGE REFUSED
In August several leaders of the Hungarian mino

rity in Yugoslavia submitted to the Minister of Public 
Education a petition in which they asked the Minister 
to re-open the Hungarian first class of the — only 
partially Hungarian — minority section created two 
years ago in the Belgrade State Teachers' Training 
College by M. Stankovitch, the then Minister of Edu

cation now acting as Regent. They reported that over 
twenty students of Hungarian nationality wished to 
register. The Minister of Education, however, refused 
their request, although the German minority has had 
a completely independent private teachers' training 
school since 1931/32, and although in terms of the 
educational agreement between Rumania and Yugo
slavia the first class of the parallel section of the 
Teachers' Training College in Versec has been opened 
for the use of the comparatively small Rumanian 
minority.

FINANCIAL SIDE OF MINORITY 
CIVIL SERVANTS’ LANGUAGE 

TESTS
In the August number of this paper we reported 

that the minority municipal and parish civil servants 
in the Banate must pass another examination within a 
stated period of time in the language of the State and 
other subjects connected with their work. When regis
tering for the examination they must hand in an appli
cation bearing a 30 dinar stamp and pay an examina
tion fee of 375 dinars. The minority civil servants who 
are said to be 2500 in number, will thus pay taxes 
amounting altogether to 75.000 dinars to the State and 
a sum of 937.500 dinars to the examiners. Seeing that 
most of them are people with minor jobs and small 
salaries, this will impose a heavy burden on each of 
them.

T H E A T R E  * L I T E R A T U R E  • A R T  

WAS FRANCIS LISZT A  HUNGARIAN?
by

Zsolt H arsdnyi
The twenty-first of October ushers in a jubilee 

year for the Hungarian nation — the Francis Liszt 
year. It marks the hundred and twenty fifth anni
versary of the birth of that world-famed Hungarian 
genius and the fiftieth of his death. Several German 
newspapers have composed a surprising overture to 
this jubilee year. In heated tones they call in question 
Liszt's Hungarian origin, and claim him for themselves 
as a German composer.

In support of the preposterous assertion that 
Francis Liszt was not of Hungarian origin they ad
vance two arguments. First that Liszt was only born 
in Hungary, and spent the whole of his life in other 
lands. Secondly, that he could not speak Hungarian.

As regards the first argument, it is true that in his 
earlier years Liszt spent more time abroad than at 
home. In the second half of his life, it is true, he 
passed many monhts yearly in Budapest, as Director 
of the Academy of Music founded in compliance with 
his urgent suggestion; but he also spent as much time 
every year in Rome and Weimar, Nevertheless: sup
pose we admit that he lived mostly abroad Has that 
anything to do with his nationality? Was Heine a 
Frenchman? Or Turgeniev? Was Handel an English
man? Was Louis Kossuth an Italian? The argument 
is so weak that it would be a waste of time to bother 
about it. Just one thing more must be said in con
nection with the question. We Hungarians do not 
claim that a man must be a Hungarian simply because 
he was born in Hungary. We never dream of asserting

that Lenau was a Hungarian poet or Diirer a Hung
arian painter just because they happened to be born 
in Hungary, They emigrated from this country, and 
were completely absorbed by the cultural genius of 
another nation. Certainly, we are proud to think that 
they were given to the world of culture by our 
country, but we do not claim them as our own.

We refuse, however, to give up Francis Liszt. 
Not even though he could not speak Hungarian.

It is true that he could not. But to understand 
this peculiar circumstance we must have some know- 
legde of Hungarian history. The suppression of Ra- 
koczi's war of independence left the ancient Kingdom 
of Hungary at the mercy of the germanising policy of 
an alien dynasty. The work of germanising was so 
succesful that either German or Latin came to be the 
conversational medium of the nobility and middle 
classes. Count Stephen Sz6chenyi, who made his 
appearance at the beginning of last century and whom 
we consider the greatest of all Hungarians, did not 
learn the language of his own country until he came 
to manhood, and to the day of his death he always 
thought in German. Instances of the kind have been 
known elsewhere. Numerous members of the Russian 
aristocracy in the days of the Czars received their 
education in French, and many of them could not 
speak Russian. Frederik the Great did not usually 
speak German, but French. When Charles Alexander, 
Grand Duke of Weimar, remained alone with Liszt, 
he immediately turned the conversation to French.
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which was easier for him. Were they both perhaps 
Frenchmen? No, one of them was a German, the 
other a Hungarian,

Surely a man himself is the most competent to 
decide what nation he belongs to. Always and every
where — even in delicate situations — Francis Liszt 
ostentatiously declared that he was Hungarian. We 
could produce the original of a letter written by him 
in 1862, which contains the following passage. 
"...W hether near or far off my heart always beats 
for our dear country. How could it be otherwise? 
For even were I to ignore the links which bind every 
true-hearted man to his own country, do I not owe 
mine uncommon devotion? Did not what little force 
I feel within me spring to a large extent from her?” 
A thousand similar passages from letters and state
ments might be cited, were it not superfluous. The 
above-quoted passage throws light upon the most 
important side of the question, showing that the 
creative genius which Liszt derived from his native 
soil was typically Hungarian in character. In all his 
works the underlying ancient Hungarian themes are 
unmistakable. This holds good not only for his 
Hungarian Rhapsody. In other, internationally evolved 
genres of musical composition, the symphony etc,, he 
was incapable of expressing himself except in the

tones of ancient Hungarian themes brought with him 
from his native land.

Liszt had a son, Daniel, who died young. What 
do the German papers that lay claim to him to the 
fact that he made his son learn Hungarian, although 
it never entered into his head to have the boy settle 
down in Hungary? In national feeling Liszt was one 
with his nation. Did Wagner even dream of making 
his son learn Hungarian? In connection with these 
German newspaper articles a Hungarian reporter 
interwiewed M. fimile Ollivier, the son of a French 
statesman, and Liszt's grandson, and asked him what 
he thought of the attempt to deny Liszt's Hungarian 
origin. Liszt’s grandson replied in word and writing: 
"Liszt’s Hungarian origin is absolutely unquestion
able."

Without conviction, and for no national aim, 
Hungary fought on Austria's side in the Great War, 
and so became an ally of Germany. The village in 
which Liszt was born was separated from Hungary 
and annexed to Austria by the Treaty of Trianon. 
And now certain German newspapers are trying to 
take Liszt himself away from us. There is a Hunga
rian proverb which runs: — "God shield us from 
our friends and we'll somehow manage our enemies 
ourselves."

P O L I T I C A L  E C O N O M Y

A U S T B I A

REPORT OF FINANCIAL COMMITTEE 
OF LEAGUE OF NATIONS

According to the Report of the Financial Com- 
mitee of the League of Nations, the 1935 Budget will 
show a net deficit of 13 million schillings. The value 
of the Treasury Notes in circulation, which in April 
amounted to 130 million schillings, by the utilisation 
of the receipts accruing from the Labour Loan has 
been reduced to 30 million schillings. These sums do 
not however include the Treasury Notes of the 
amount of 92 million Schillings issued in connection 
with the bank reform. The Committee advise caution 
when drafting the expenditure of next year's Estimates, 
for public (State) expenditure shows a tendency to 
advance. In the current year both the ordinary and 
the extraordinary budget was supplemented out of 
certain receipts not to recur. In view of the continu
ous increase of the State indebtedness to the inland 
market — and as it would be advisable to keep an 
adequate proportion of Austrian capital freely available 
for the use of industry and commerce, — the Committee 
suggest that the Austrian market should not be re
sorted to excessively for the purpose of securing 
public expenditure. Consequently, the Ordinary 
Estimates for the year 1936 must be drafted rationally. 
It is impossible to maintain the public works pro
gramme of the State on its present scale, seeing that 
the requirements could not be secured except by new 
credit transactions. The Report then points to the 
advance of foreign trade, to the more favourable 
results achieved in the field of tourist traffic and 
to the decrease of unemployment; it notes also the 
increase in the gold and foreign exchanges reserves 
held by the National Bank. These reserves had 
advanced between the end of March and the end of 
August from 775 to , that being due, partly to 
the saving effected by the conversion of the League

of Nations Loan and partly to the repatriation of in
land capital which had ensued in recent months. In 
conclusion the Report speaks appreciatively of the 
extension of the transfer system in favour of the 
foreign loan service and of the lowering of the official 
bank rate.

DECREASE OF UNEMPLOYMENT

The number of workers receiving doles at the 
end of August was 209,493 — i. e. 38,600, 81,700 and 
59,700 more than at the corresponding period of 1934, 
1933 and 1932.

THIS YEAR AUSTRIA WILL HAVE TO 
IMPORT LARGER QUANTITIES OF GRAIN

The “Osterreichische Abendzeitung“ has authori
tative information that Austria's rye crop will this 
year be about 10.800.000 quintals, as against last 
year's 11.400.000 quintals. Seeing that during the 
current year there have been further demands for 
foreign rye, the outlook for next year is such that 
imports in rye may be expected to be even larger.

C Z B C H O - S L O  V A K I A

NO IMPROVEMENT IN ECONOMIC 
SITUATION

The continued gravity of the economic situation 
in Czecho-Slovakia is shown as in the light of a re
flector by the following official statements and reports.

On September 21-st M. Malypetr, Czecho-Slovakia's 
Premier received the representatives of the Czecho
slovak press and read to them a lengthy expose on
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the acute economic problems. The Premier made no 
attempt to conceal the fact that the economic crisis 
was very grave, but he pointed out that it had reached 
Czecho-Slovakia two years later than other countries. 
In his opinion this was the reason why Czecho-Slovakia 
could not keep pace in the process of recovery with 
the States where it had begun earlier, which recovery 
in many countries was very considerable, After this 
resigned admission, the Premier went on to say that 
the foreign trade balance for the first eight months 
of the year was 327.7 millions to the good as com
pared with last year. To ease unemployment the 
Government had sanctioned work valued at 5 milliard 
Czech crowns, some of which had been begun already, 
while the rest would be started later on. No experi
ments that had not been well-weighed would be made 
with foreign currencies. Government was thinking of 
a general reduction of the rates of interest in the 
near future. In spite of every effort, Government had 
not yet been able to abtain absolutely reliable date 
concerning unemployment. If unemployment had de
creased rapidly in other countries, it was because 
other methods had been used. Government was con
sidering a cut in the salaries of public employees.

* *
*

When visiting the Prague Fair Finance Minister 
Trapl made a statement relating to the economic and 
financial question of the day. He established the fact 
that lit was difficult to make any headway with the 
marketing abroad of Czecho-Slovak goods. In his 
opinion the deprecation of the Czecho-Slovak crown 
had fulfilled expectations. Recently there has been an 
advance in the prices of a few articles of food; and 
the process of price-increase had produced the reaction 
known to everybody. Should the Czecho-Slovak crown 
be again depreciated, a general rise in prices would be 
inevitable. The decrease of exports was due only 
slightly to the high prices of goods; and the essential 
point about the difficulties attending the export trade 
was the fact that Czecho-Slovakia's most important 
trading partners were guided chiefly by a desire to 
secure the equilibrium of their own balances of trade 
and payments respectively. Markets for Czecho-Slovak 
goods could only be secured by the aid of new agree
ments; and the credits required to carry on the goods 
exchange trade would have to be ensured. The system 
of import prohibitions had not answered the purpose, 
as was shown best by the fact that the import prohibi
tions had been found to act determinally upon the 
export trade. The situation was also detrimentally 
affecting the differences between agriculture and manu
facturing industry. Agrarians were anxious to enhance 
the agricultural production and to restore the lucra
tiveness of that branch of production. Unfortunatelv the 
enhancement of production was in evidence in those 
goods through the importation of which the Czecho
slovak export industry had previously been able to 
provide export markets. The Minister rejected the 
suggestion for an increase of the volume of bank-notes 
in circulation. Government was systematically prepar
ing the wav for a lowering of the rates of interest. In 
conclusion M. Trapl established the fact that there had 
recently been an improvement in the situation in the/ 
money market; but that for some time to come we. 
could not hope for a normal accumulation of capital/ 

General surprise was caused by the fact that thê  
.-Venkov", the Prime Minister's organ, wrote only 8 
lines about Minister Trapl's statement; the ,,Pravo 
Lidu” , the organ of the Deputy Premier, devoting also 
only 20 lines to the same. This leads the general public 
to surmise that the press of the two biggest coalition 
parties does not approve of the contents of the Finance' 
Minister's statement or of the anti-depreciation and

anti-inflation attitude shown therein. The „Cesk6 
Slovo", a paper connected closely with M. Benes, 
expresses very strong disapproval of the attitude 
adopted by the organs of the Prime Minister and the 
Deputy Premier. According to the answer published 
in the ,,Venkov" public opinion is again divided into 
two camps — the one desiring deflation and the other 
being opposed to such a measure; and for that rea
son Government will very shortly have to decide in 
the question.

* *
*

On September 10th., at a meeting of the Socio
political Committee of the House of Deputies, 
M. Necas, Minister of Public Welfare, established 
the fact that the improvement of the economic 
situation and the decrease of unemployment was 
much slower than in any other of the States affected 
by the world crisis, and that the obstinacy of the 
crisis was due to a very large extent also to inland 
causes. An end must be made with the protectionism 
and monopolism so far in force and every effort 
must be made to create opportunities of work, to 
lower the rates of interests and to procure cheap 
credit by the aid of international transactions. One 
of the chief causes of the crisis was the conditions 
prevailing in the field of wages and salaries. Earnings 
had decreased on the average by 18%. The ra
tionalisation of Czecho-Slovak industry effected in 
1934 had deprived many workers of the means of 
earning a livelihood. Since the recent issue of Order 
in Council No, 134 ex 1935 which had for its object 
to prevent unmotivated discharges 235 factories 
employing altogether 26,242 hands had applied for 
permission to suspend operations. 159 factories
employing altogether 14,327 workers had actually 
closed down: while 76 factories employing 11.870 
hands had been required to continue operations. In 
most cases one of the causes why factories must close 
down is the fact that there are not sufficient oppor
tunities of marketing. Since 1932 there has been a 
gradual and constant decrease in the number of 
private building operations. In 1932 the number of 
dwelling-houses built was 8880, the same containing 
38,082 lodgings (apartments); in 1934 the number of 
such houses was 5384, and the number of lodgings 
(apartments) contained therein 14,818. The tax 
abatements sanctioned to encourage the repairing of 
older houses did not Drove as effective as they had 
been expected to be. The Minister regards it as in- 
dispenably necessarv in the interest of the State to 
stop the process of deflation, seeing that the de
flation has hit most sensibly those who are socially 
the weaker — the persons dependent upon wages 
and salaries. The present price-level offers abundant 
ground for misgivings, seeing that it is so high that 
it cannot be met by the bulk of the population.

* ¥*
According to the above, the internal situation 

turns on the Budget. The foreign currency battles were 
also fought on that field. At first demands for a 
further devaluation came to the forefront. Another 
idea Was to increase the money in circulation by 
issuing additional legal tender to the value of 1,000 
million Czech crowns. The third idea broached this 
autumn was the raising of an inland investment loan 
of 2000 or 3000 million Czech crowns. The first two 
ideas were rejected by the Ministry of Finance and 
the National Bank; the third was declared to be for 
the moment inopportune.

As regards the Budget itself, the Opposition was 
justified in pointing out that almost every Budget
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hitherto has been well-balanced on paper. In reality 
only the budgetary accounts for 1919., 1921., 1926. and 
1929 have shown a surplus. AH other Budgets have 
eventually a deficit. The discrepancy between the 
Budgets and the balance-sheets of the past years, the 
years of the economic depression, is particularly 
instructive. Since 1930 equilibrium has been the slogan. 
Every Budget has shown a surplus of 2 or 3 million 
Czech crowns. But the balance-sheet of 1930 reveals 
over 400 millions, that of 1931, 2000 millions, that of 
1932, 750 millions, that of 1933, 750 millions deficit, 
and last year's deficit will also be about 750 millions. 
Therefore we must take with a grain o f salt the 
reports that this year a well-balanced Budget will be 
laid before the Czecho-Slovak Parliament.

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN SLOVAKIA 
DETERIORATE

According to reports received, conditions in the 
manufacturing trade in Slovakia have not yet reached 
their low point. Trade in several important branches 
is at a complete standstill. Weaving shows no signs 
of improvement since last year. In the years of the 
boom the glass trade in Slovakia employed several 
thousands of hands, but now owing to the crisis the 
workers are being discharged in ever increasing 
numbers. The closing down of the Nemso works was 
followed by a decrease of production in the Lednic- 
rona glass factory, which later on was also closed 
down; in consequence of this another 500 skilled 
labourers have been thrown out of work. Paper mills 
report decreasing exportation. Owing to the growing 
crisis the cellulose factories are in a critical situation, 
as is best shown by the fact that the cellulose works 
in Turocszenmarton are thinking of closing down. 
Compared with last year no improvement is noticeable 
in the chemical industries either. In contrast to the 
general depression signs of improvement are in 
evidence in the timber and building industries. Con
ditions in the ceramic industry are far from satis
factory; indeed the outlook is very unoromising. The 
production in matches has fallen off. The methylated 
spirits distilleries are the only works that do not 
feel the crisis.

INCREASE OF UNEMPLOYMENT 
IN RUTHENIA

According to the reports supplied by the labour 
agencies, the number of unemployed at the end of 
August was 556.320, as compared with 566.559 in 
July. This is a difference of 10.239, 1.8%. The number 
of unemployed is 1.2% less than previously in 
Bohemia. 3.3% less in Moravia and Silesia and 0.7% 
less in Slovakia. In Ruthenia, on the other hand, the 
number of unemployed shows an increase of 5.3%,

H U N G A R Y

IMPROVEMENT IN POSITION 
OF HUNGARIAN TREASURY

According to the Report of the Financial Com
mittee of the League of Nations submitted to the 
Council of the League, in the fiscal year 1934/35 the 
actual budgetary expenditure of Hungary, together 
with the extra-budgetary outlay, amounted to 812,3 
million pengos, while the actual budgetary receipts,

inclusive of the extra-budgetary revenue, amounted 
to 769.7 million pengo. In the previous fiscal year 
the expenditure amounted to 803.3 million and the 
revenue to 766.2 million pengo. However, the ex
penditure includes also the pengo value of the quota 
of the League of Nations Loan service not transferred, 
which in 1934135 amounted to 20.3 million pengo. The 
actual cash shortage therefore amounted to 22.3 mil
lion pengo.

The total amount of shortage foreseen for the 
fiscal year 1935136 is 75.9 million pengo — as against 
a shortage of 66.1 million pengo for the fiscal year 
1934135, this amount being reduced as in the pre
vious year by the re-loaning the quota of the State 
debt service not transferred.

The fiscal year closing on June 30th., 1935, if 
we include the loss on aperations of the State under
takings, shows a deficit slightly in excess of that for 
the year 1933/34. The expenditure shows only a 
trifling advance, that of the revenue being even more 
insignificant. Although there are still important 
problems awaiting solution in respect of the reform of 
the public admnistration and of the State under
takings, the Committee expresses its appreciation 
when ascertaining the fact that between 1931 and 
1934 reductions on a very considerable scale were 
effected. At present the expenditure shows an increas
ing tendency, while the receipts are more or less 
constant in character.

When we take into account the fact that the 
Government re-borrows the pengo equivalent of the 
quotas of the foreign debts service not tranferred, we 
find that the cash shortage in evidence is not of 
dimensions calculated to cause trouble. The position 
of the Treasury is certainly stronger than it was in 
1934 or 1933. The Estimates for the fiscal year 
beginning on July 1st. shows a slight increase of 
exoenditure, but the amount of revenue foreseen is 
only very slightly in excess of that for the previous 
vear, the result being that the deficit foreseen in the 
Estimates is slightly more that that for the year 
1934/35. Care must be taken to provide for a con
tinuation of the improvement attained by virtue of 
the efforts of recent years, for it will be difficult to 
effect any further saving.

The National Bank of Hungary actually received 
a smaller amount of freely available foreign currencies, 
seeing that clearing transactions constituted an even 
larger proportion of the whole turn-over, The capacity 
to purchase of the population is on a low level; while 
the advance in retail prices has also become very 
sensible. The amount of deposits with banks, which for 
a considerable period following the 1931 crisis perma
nently decreased, have recently shown an advance; the 
position of the pengo on foreign Exchanges has be
come decidedly firmer: and the improvement in the 
position of the Treasury this summer — for the first 
time for years — relieved the Government of the 
necessity of having recourse to short-term loans.

In the matter of foreign debts in July a „Still- 
halte" agreement was concluded between Hungary on 
the one hand and the British and American creditors 
on the other, the same to be in force until July 1st, 
1936. The difference between this agreement and the 
previous ones is that while it is in force the obligatory 
extinction of capital is reduced from 5°/o to 3°/o, 
voluntary repayments being further restricted and the 
rate of interest and commission reduced.

Through the medium of the London League of 
Nations Loan Committee the Hungarian Government 
has reported that it hopes to be able during the year 
beginning on August 1st, 1935, to transfer in the 
respective currencies 50°/o of the amount of the 
coupons of the 1924 League of Nations loan.
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FURTHER IMPROVEMENT 
IN AGRICULTURAL CONDITIONS

According to the report for the first half of the 
year issued by the Agricultural Trade Institute, the 
gradual improvement which began to be felt after 
1932 — our very worst agricultural year — continued 
and grew stronger in the tirst six months of this year. 
The report ahows that this year again an increasingly 
larger area was sown with wheat and other cereals. 
The area sown with plants requiring hoeing has also 
been considerably added to. On the whole the farmers 
have gone in for more market-gardening, a change due 
largely to the advance in prices, The stocks in hand 
are on the whole small, a natural result of last year's 
poor harvest. Many farms are at a loss how to tide 
over the period till threshing is over. Live stock has 
increased on the whole, although in this respect cir
cumstances vary very much. Prices have risen, but 
here too extremes are great.

M U  M A N I A

OBSTACLES IMPEDING RUMANIA’S 
FOREIGN TRADE

The foreign trade system at present in force in 
Rumania — the maintenance of which unchanged was 
announced quite recently by Premier Tatarescu in a 
statement to the press — has everywhere to contend 
with the most formidable difficulties. As is well 
known, the basis of this system is the premium on 
foreign currencies. However, the National Bank of 
Rumania grants a currency premium only on exports 
to those countries with which Rumania has clearing 
agreements or whose trade with Rumania shows an 
active balance in favour of the latter. It goes without 
saying that no premiums can be claimed on payments 
to be made in pounds sterling or in French francs; 
the result being that those importers who need 
supplies of these currencies are placed in an extremely 
difficult situation. By this time practically the only 
place in Rumania where foreign currencies are ob
tainable is the black market (i, e, foreign currencies 
can be procured only illegally;, the rates in that 
market having risen already to an excessive height. 
Particularly high is the rate of exchange of the French 
franc, the export trade of Rumania to France not 
having been so insignificant for years as it is today. 
When we contrast the first seven months of the year 
1935 with the same period of the previous year (1934), 
we find that France’s imports from Rumania (or in 
other words, Rumania's exports to France) declined 
from 129,1 million francs in 1934 to 87.9 million 
francs in 1935. On the other hand, the value of 
France's exports to Rumania (in other words, Ru
mania's imports from France) rose from 84.2 million 
francs in 1934 to 123.5 million francs in 1935. Con
sequently, the balance of trade with France shows an 
adverse balance (excess of imports) of 35.6 million 
francs for the first seven months of 1935, as against 
a balance in favour of Rumania (excess of exports) 
of 44.9 million francs for the same period of 1934. 
As a result Rumania is faced with a serious problem 
— that of providing the amount (some 320 million 
francs) payable annually to her French creditors, — 
a question which previously never caused any dif
ficulty, e. g. in 1931, when the active balance of the 
trade balance with France amounted to 450 million 
francs. Rumania has not yet finished her commercial 
negotiations either with France or with Great Britain

or even with Germany, so that it would be premature 
to speak of the elimination of the difficulties that 
have arisen during the course of those negotiations. 
According to the reports of the Bucharest papers, in 
he event of the signature of the new commercial con
vention with Germany, the latter country is prepared 
immediately to suspend the retaliatory super duty of 
44% levied on Rumanian exports. During the nego
tiations with France — also as reported in the 
Bucharest papers — the French creditors, insisted 
upon the rights of exercising a financial control over 
Rumania and of sending a delegate to act as con
troller of the National Bank of Rumania.

The most recent figures relating to the foreign 
trade of Rumania show a considerable set-back in 
the volume of corn and of live stock exported from 
Rumania; special mention is also due to the fact that 
the balance of trade with Czecho-Slovakia now shows 
an excess of imports from that country. In the first 
half of 1935 Rumania's trade with Czecho-Slovakia 
showed a deficit to the debit of Rumania amounting 
to 78,672,000 Czech crowns. This is due to the fact 
that, while Czecho-Slovakia's exports to Rumania 
advanced 50%, Rumania's exports to Czecho-Slovakia 
increased by barely 12%. The balance of trade with 
Czecho-Slovakia for the year 1934 the excess of 
imports to the debit of Rumania amounted to only
27.5 million lei; therefore, the deficit on Rumania s 
trade with Czecho-Slovakia for the first seven months 
of 1935 an advance on the passive side of more than 
100%. The volume of Rumanian corn exports is 
aptly illustrated by the figures supplies by the 
elevators of the Danube ports through which a con
siderable proportion of Rumania's corn exports pass. 
There are two ports of the kind of importance in this 
respect — Galati and Constanta. The volume of corn 
exports transported from the port of Galati between 
April and July, 1935, shows a set-back of 6,181 tons 
(i. e. much more than 50%) as compared with the 
exports dealt with during the corresponding period 
of the previous year. The volume of the exports 
forwarded from the port of Constanta — which 
already in 1934 showed a set-back of 108,881 tons as 
compared with the previous year 1933 — decreased 
in 1935 even more considerably (by 136,372 tons) as 
compared with the year 1934. As between the years 
1933 and 1935 the aggregate decrease is one of 
245,253 tons; that meaning that the quantities exported 
from Constanta in 1935 so far do not represent even 
one-fourth of those exported from the same port in 
1933.

The July live stock exports of Rumania also show 
a considerable set-back as compared with the month 
of June. The most sensible set-back is that in evidence 
in respect of the Italian market, the June exports 
to that market having been 1500 head of cattle for 
slaughter and those for July being only 385 head. 
The only country showing an increas of live stock 
exports is Palestine, Rumania's exports to that 
country having doubled.

RUMANIA’S INCREASING ARMAMENTS 
AND THE SETTLEMENT OF ARMY DEBTS

It is widely known that the States of the Little 
Entente have resolved to greatly increase their armies. 
The way Rumania treats her army contractors is 
vividly illustrated by an item of news in the June 
number of a technical periodical, the "August", Accord
ing to that item the Rumanian army paid its con
tractors punctually up to 1930, Then all sorts of diffi
culties arose in connection with payments. The pur
veyors of butcher s-meat, for instance, in payment of
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the meat supplied in 1931 have received tax vouchers 
which by now have lost 70°/o of their nominal value. 
In 1932, 1933, 1934, and the first quarter of 1935 the 
purveyors did not receive any equivalent for the goods 
supplied. The Government is now planning to pay its 
debts in bonds when the so-called country-develop
ment internal loan is being floated. The "August" con
fesses to misgivings that after their issue these bonds 
will drop to 50 or 60 per cent of their issue value.

HUNGARIAN BANKS IN TRANSYLVANIA 
IN 1934.

The process of impoverishment through which the 
Hungarian minority in Rumania has passed during 
the past 5 years, is best illustrated by the accounts of 
the Hungarian batiks in Transylvania. The Rumanian 
credit laws passed between 1931 and 1934 are in no 
small measure responsible for the decline. These laws 
were intended solely to protect debtors and the 20%>— 
70°/o abatement granted them were beyond the resour
ces of the banks. In the last four years of the depres

sion — the data cover the period from 1930 to 1934 
— the number of Hungarian banks in Transylvania 
decreased from 89 to 64, their capital from 638.000.000 
to 438.000.000 lei, and their reserve funds from 
306.000.000 to 205.000.000, their total assets having 
thus fallen from 942.000,000 to 643.000.000 lei, while 
deposits decreased from 4,742.000.000 to 1,622.000.000 
lei.
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BANK CRISIS IN YUGOSLAVIA

The sum total of the deposits in the Yugoslav 
banks and savings-banks was about 14.500 million 
dinars in 1930— 1931. By December 1933 it was only 
9.700 millions, nor did it rise to 10.000 millions till 
about the middle of this year. In addition, it must 
be remembered that a considerable part of the de
posits, partly owing to banking protection measures, 
partly in consequence of the special position enjoyed 
by some banks, cannot be touched by the depositors 
at all.
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S P O R T S
F O O T B A L L

On the leading event in the Central European 
Football world, the Series of inter-club Central 
European Cup matches, was decided early in Sept
ember. Austria, Italy, Czecho-Slovakia, and Hungary 
were represented by two teams each. The final match 
was between the Hungarian "Ferencvaros" and the 
Czecho-Slovak "Slavia". The Hungarian team, which 
had won by a goal to none in Budapest, was not in 
good form in Prague, and the Czecho-Slovak team 
won by 3 goals to none.

Of far greater importance than these inter-club 
matches was the international match between the 
Czecho-Slovak and the Hungarian representative teams 
played in Budapest on September 22nd. The Hunga
rian team won the match by 1 goal to 0. Italy, 
Austria, Switzerland, Czecho-Slovakia and Hungary 
are competing for that Cup.

A T H L E T I C S
The last days of August and September 1st saw 

a great international trial of strength in Berlin, where 
the representatives of five countries, Germany, 
Sweden, Italy, Japan and Hungary, strove for victory 
in athletics. The Hungarian athletes — although some 
of them fell short of our expectations — held their 
ground fairly well; for in the final point results they 
beat Japan and Italy and took third place. The final 
point results based on the results of the several con
tests placed the competing countries in the following 
order:

1. Sweden, 56 points; 2. Germany, 52.5 points; 
3. Hungary, 40 points; 4. Japan, 33 points; 5. Italy, 
26 points.

ROWING

This year's European rowing championships were 
decided in Berlin, Great expectations were attached 
to the work of the Hungarian rowers, who had won 
the European championship point races three times 
in succession, thereby capturing the Nations' Prize. 
A record number of spectators gathered in the Grtinau 
stadion near Berlin to watch the races, which ulti
mately ended in victory for the Hungarians, seeing 
that they carried off for the fourth time the Nations 
Prize (European championship), thanks to the races 
won by the non-cox pair-oars and by the eights.

S W I M M I N G
August 20th, St. Stephen's Day, was a notable 

date in the annals of Hungarian swimming. Francis 
Csik, the eminent Hungarian free style swimmer 
whose name is by now well-known in other countries 
too, set up a new European record of 100 metres in 
57.8 seconds in a 50 metre pool.

MOTORING
In response to the invitation extended by the 

Royal Hungarian Automobile Club, the Royal Dutch 
Automobile Club organised a big tour to Hungary 
at the end of August. The Dutch motorists, who came 
in 39 cars, viewed with great appreciation the many 
interesting and characteristic sights that Hungary has 
to offer both in the Capital and in various country 
places of ethnographic interest.
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