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P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C

„THE DANUBIAN CONFERENCE MUST PROVE A FAILURE 
UNLESS THE STATES MOST NEARLY CONCERNED 

ACKNOWLEDGE THE EQUALITY OF HUNGARY"
At the conference of the National Unity (Gov

ernment) Party on August 12th Premier Gombos made 
a long speech in which he dealt with the international 
political questions of the day. According to the Pre
mier's statements, the pivot of the foreign policy of 
Hungary is the Rome Pact, which has proved a com
plete success both economically and politically

"We are well aware” — continued Premier 
Gombos — 'that in the basin of the Carpathians the 
Central European questions cannot be solved with
out us. We shall therefore insist on our legitimate 
and just claims and shall continue to demand 
equality. In the cause of European peace we are 
ready to undertake all necessary sacrifices; but we 
would emphasise that we shall do so only in the 
event of our being acknowledged as a nation of 
equal rank in every respect. This refers naturally 
also to the proposed Danube Conference, at which 
we are not prepared to be present except on the 
basis of the principle of equality of rights. In the 
opinion of the Hungarian Government, namely, if

the Danubian Conference is to prove a success, it 
is essential that the States most nearly concerned 
should approve the endeavours of the Hungarian 
nation to obtain equality of rights”.

The concluding part of the section of the Pre
mier's speech relating to international politics ran as 
follows:

"We Hungarians desire earnestly to continue to 
co-operate in the work of peace; and we trust that 
the League of Nations will in the future too prove 
fully competent to accomplish its mission in this 
field too. To achieve that end it is in my opinion 
necessary that the Powers being Members of the 
League of Nations should provide that no single 
Member shall take part in the League's discussions 
feeling that it is still a question of conquerors and 
conquered facing one another; for in an atmosphere 
of that kind — decenniums after the end of the 
Great War — it is impossible to do efficient work 
in the cause of peace.”

THE GOVERNMENT’S REFORM PROPOSALS
At the conference of the National Unity (Gov

ernment) Party held on August 12th. Premier Gyula 
Gombos dealt with the reform proposals elaborated 
by the Government during the recent Cabinet Council 
discussions in the country. He announced that the 
Bill for the reform of the entailed property system 
will be submitted to Parliament during the autumn 
session. Government is not opposed to the idea of 
entail; but it is not in favour of gigantic entailed 
estates or of the idea that the entailed estates should 
be the exclusive privilege of a single class. The 
ultimate object which Government has in view is an 
equitable distribution of landed property comprising 
small holdings, medium-sized estates and latifundia 
in keeping with the respective importance of the 
several categories. The main points of the Entail Re
form Bill are the following: — no entailed estate may 
be larger in area than 3000 cadastral yokes (inclusive 
of arable land and meadowland too ); any land above 
that area is to be distributed among the owner and 
the members of his family in the lateral line. It is 
proposed to afford opportunities for the establishment 
of entailed estates of an area not exceeding 1000 
cadastral yokes (from 200 to 1000 yokes) to persons

who have deserved the privilege. However, in the 
present economic situation of the country forest lands 
must be left untouched. Government desires to 
establish peasant entails too, which it proposes to 
utilise as a means of extending the system of military 
knights’ holdings. Parliament will also be in a po
sition to deal with the Colonisation Bill during the 
1935/36 session. This Bill proposes to facilitate the 
utilisation of large latifundia exceeding 3000 yokes 
in area for colonisation purposes, though in all cases 
against payment of full and fair compensation. For 
this purpose a sum of roughly 35 million pengo will 
be at the disposal of the Minister of Agriculture, that 
amount increasing every year by 2 millions. In the 
question of the press reform the Government had esta
blished the fact that the most liberal press legislation 
in Europe today is that in force in Hungary, which 
affords openings for numerous abuses. Government 
desires to put an and to these openings, that being 
essential in particular in connection with the illegal 
press — the "revolver" organs; and it desires also 
to offer increased protection to the privacy and 
sanctity of family life and to further the cause of 
public morals.

FIFTEENTH ANNIVERSARY OF ESTABLISHMENT
OF LITTLE ENTENTE

On August 14th, the anniversary of the date on 
which the treaty of alliance was signed by Czecho
slovakia and Yugoslavia, the Little Entente press 
made the best of the opportunity to rejoice cla
morously over the fifteen years old alliance of the

Succession States. On August 18th the "Budapesti 
Hirlap” replied in a leading article to the revelations 
of Little Entente propaganda, and inter alia made the 
following interesting statements:

"The desire to keep the booty allotted to them by



AUGUST, 1935 D A N  U B I  A N  R E V I E W 11

Trianon and hinder the efforts of the Hungarian 
nation to obtain by peaceable means a revision of the 
Treaty of Trianon, has been almost the only tie 
hitherto binding the three States of the Little Entente 
together. With the exception of the treaty between 
Rumania and Yugoslavia, in which mention is made 
of Bulgaria, there is no word in any of the fundamental 
documents of the Little Entente about any other 
country but Hungary, and practically every joint 
action undertaken by the Succession States has been 
directed against the Hungarian nation. In the first 
years of this triple alliance the Succession States did 
everything in their power to prevent Hungary’s re
convalescence from the deadly wounds inflicted by a 
lost war and the succeeding revolution; and when, 
in the course of the years, she did manage to recover 
and began to find friends, any and every means was 
good enough for the Little Entente, if only it could 
be made use of to blacken, slander, defame and 
humiliate Hungary in the eyes of the rest of the 
world. The franc forgery, the Szentgotthard and Hir- 
tenberg incidents, and finally the Marseilles regicide, 
— all provided the Little Entente with excuses for 
playing the policeman of Central Europe and sub
mitting charges against Hungary to the League of 
Nations. Having taken away two-thirds of Hungary's 
territory and tbree-fifths of her population; having 
deprived her of every possibility of defence, they 
would fain filch her honour and self-esteem too, so 
that she should be forced into the Little Entente or 
into a "Danubian Confederation" which would have 
left her at the tender mercies o<f her neighbours. It 
will fall to the task of future historians to describe 
in detail the never-ceasing attacks against Hungary's 
existence and sovereignty as a State, to disclose their 
causal coherence, and to judge who was to blame for 
the fact that the political atmosphere in the Danube 
Valley, where prior to the War perfect order and 
peace prevailed, has become so Balkanised and so 
full of germs dangerous to the peace of Europe. We 
feel convinced that Hungary has no reason to fear 
the verdict of history; for what she is struggling to 
realise (namely, instead of tyranny, peace founded 
on mutual understanding; instead of club law, the 
rule of international right; instead of the present in
equality, equality among the nations; instead of 
chaos, peace and order in the Danube Valley) is in 
complete harmony with the ideals towards which 
human progress is advancing.

"Not only least of these ideals is that of the pro
tection of minorities. Hungary was dismembered on 
the pretext that previous to the Great War she had 
not behaved justly towards those of her nationals 
who were of non-Magyar race. But the experience of 
recent years must fully convince every unbiassed 
person that the nationality policy of the Succession 
States does not deserve to be mentioned in the same 
breath as Hungary's pre-War nationality policy. Yet the 
Succession States are bound by minority treaties the 
like of which pre-War Hungary never signed. The 
minority policy adopted by Prague, Bucharest and 
Belgrade has not only dragged tens of thousands of 
Magyars out of their homes and cast them into prison; 
it has also aggravated — and aggravated to an in
credible extent — the hard lot of the Croats, the 
Ruthenians, the Slovaks, the Poles of Silesia, the 
Bulgars of the Dobrudsa and Macedonia, the Saxons 
of Szepes and Transylvania, and the Germans of the 
Bacska and Banate. It has swept away the last vest
iges of the nationality autonomies existing under 
Hungarian rule, and, far from respecting the ob
ligations undertaken in the minority treaties, has not 
even attempted to settle the minority problems in a 
satisfactory manner. And this in spite of the fact that

the dominant races in the two Slav States, Czecho
slovakia and Yugoslavia, do not constitute even 
50%> of the respective populations. While Hungary has 
left no stone unturned to induce Geneva to extend 
minority protection, the States of the Little Entente 
have always formed the nucleus of the party striving 
to restrict the rights of the minorities. A new school in 
the history of nationality oppression has been 
founded by the Little Entente in the sense that, not 
content with the linguistic absorption of nationals of 
other races, it is doing its best to accomplish their 
economic ruin too. Before the War this was unknown 
even in the annals of Czarist Russia. The entire po
pulation of Transylvania and of the Voivoda, and, to 
an even greater extent, that of de-industrialised 
Slovakia, irrespective of nationality, is languishing 
in a state of economic ruin the like of which has not 
been seen since the Turks pillaged the country. But 
— and this is particularly well illustrated by the 
desperate straits to which the industrial districts of 
Czecho-Slovakia have been reduced — the govern
ments of the Succession States have not been able to 
ensure the economic prosperity of the population in 
the regions which constitute the centres of gravity 
of the new countries. They, too, are being punished 
for a system which has never kept geographic and 
economic considerations in view, but only crude po
litical interests. It was only the unbridled ambition 
of a policy of supremacy that created the Little 
Entente; and therefore its member States are not able 
to satisfy their economic needs. Since the beginning 
of 1932, when the Foreign Ministers of the three allied 
States elaborated the organisation regulations of the 
Little Entente, economic experts from the different 
countries have met quarterly at a joint conference; 
but beyond a few purely technical resolutions they 
have made no headway; nor can they, for the inter
ests of agrarian Rumania and Yugoslavia could far 
more easily be reconciled with the interests of Hun
gary than with those of an over-industrialised Czecho
slovakia. The policy of self-sufficiency, which by now 
has proved to be so disastrous, has primarily the 
Little Entente to thank for its resuscitation after the 
War. No small share of the responsibility for the 
terrible havoc wrought by the crisis in the eco
nomic life of all the nations, rests upon the short- 
sightel imperialism which did its best to increase to 
the utmost the isolating effects in the sphere of 
economy of the new political frontiers drawn after 
the thoughtless disruption of the Monarchy's perfect 
economic unity.

"The Little Entente has more than once been com
pared to Metternich's system. The Austrian Chancellor 
concentrated all his efforts on maintaining, at all costs, 
the status quo established after the Napoleonic wars; 
and now the Littele Entente considers that its chief 
task is to force the nations to maintain unaltered the 
status quo created by the peace edicts of Saint Ger
mains, Trianon and Neuilly. As Metternich tried to 
check the spread of the nationality movement begun 
under the influence of the French Revolution and of 
the romantics by erecting all sorts of barricades on 
the frontiers of the Hapsburg dominions, so the system 
represented by Benes would fain encircle the Trianon 
borders with a Chinese wall, and confine in dungeons 
the various nationalities in the Danube Valley who 
demand the application of Wilson's creed of self- 
determination. But whereas the Holy Alliance de
fended the status quo in the name of legitimacy and 
even in principle refused to concede the rights of the 
people, the Little Entente constantly professes to be 
the vanguard of Democracy; yet it maintains a typical 
reign of terror in order to crush any attempts on the
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part of its subjects to achieve liberty. The Holy 
Alliance was honest at least, whereas it is just the 
hypocrisy of the Little Entente that has made it so 
antipathetic to the oppressed peoples of the Danube

Valley. Besides, the Holy Alliance had the material 
welfare of its peoples at heart, while the Little Entente 
lightly ignores all economic considerations."

—y—

RENEWED EXPULSION OF HUNGARIANS FROM
YUGOSLAVIA

The expulsions en masse effected last December — 
which for the most part affected Hungarians — caused 
great consternation all over Europe. The universal 
indignation thus aroused impelled the Yugoslav Gov
ernment during the last few months to permit the bulk 
of the persons expelled to return to Yugoslavia and 
at the same time to prolong their permis de domicile. 
People in Belgrade would however seem to have re
gretted these measures; for on July 20th. 9 of the 
Hungarians who had been permitted to return were 
again deported (from Horgos), this number including 
a farmer of 78 who has a house and land in Yugo
slavia and an agricultural labourer whose four 
children were expelled with him. In illustration of 
the arbitrary procedure in such cases we would note 
that of the more than 3000 persons deported last

December 933 had failed to secure pertinenza and 
thereby to obtain Yugoslav citizenship notwithstanding 
their having lived since 1910 or even earlier in terri
tory severed from Hungary and annexed to Yugoslavia. 
In his speech delivered at the meeting of the officially 
appointed town council of Subotica (Szabadka) held 
on July 30th, a Serbian of the name of Milan Vujitch 
established as a general fact that "the non-Slav ap
plicants have so far in all cases been refused a li
mine". He referred to the case of Dezso Nagy, who 
had been living in the town for 28 years, though — 
having failed to obtain pertinenza in Subotica — he 
had not been given Yugoslav citizenship either. "Had 
he been living in China" — continued Vujitch — "he 
would certainly have already become a citizen of 
China".

COMMON FRONTIER BETWEEN HUNGARY AND POLAND
The monthly "Nasza Prysloscz” reports on the 

deliberations of the "Federation for the Promotion 
of the State-Idea of Poland”, when the necessity of a 
common Hungarian-Polish frontier was discussed. Edi
tor M. Bobrzynski, in his introductory speech, pointed 
out that every Pole was perfectly well aware of the im
portance attached to the fact of Ruthenia being in 
the possession of the Czechs. According to President 
Masaryk, this region is being considered something 
of a deposit, to be delivered on occasion to Russia 
and that is why Poland's interests demand the speedy 
restoration of Ruthenia to Hungary in order to pre

vent Poland being encircled in the South by Czecho- 
Russian policy. Therefore the bridge which the Czechs 
are about to erect between Prague and Moscow 
should be demolished by the iron-beam Warsaw— 
Budapest. The provisions of the Peace-Treaties are 
unjust in regard to the Hungarian problem, and 
Poland's public opinion may well stand up against 
them, the more so, as Poland has not ratified the 
Treaty of Trianon. The Slovaks should be accorded 
at least a territorial autonomy, while Ruthenia is to 
be reunited to Hungary.

—y—

YUGOSLAVIA AT THE PARTING OF THE WAYS
How living a reality the efforts of the Croats to 

achieve independence and their unshakable national 
consciouness are, has been shown by the mass demon
strations in Zagreb on July 19th, 20th and 21st. The 
occasion was Matchek's fiftieth birthday, and over
100.000 people from all the districts inhabited by 
Croats flocked to take part in the demonstrations. 
Everywhere the crowds in the streets sang songs of 
Croatia's isdependence and of Matchek’s "marching 
guards". Numerous associations, the municipal em
ployees, suburban organisations, delegations of the 
firemen's brigades and of the Croatian Sokol Society 
in uniform, joined in the demonstrations. Leaders of 
the Croatian peasantry, and even the invalid Dr. Trum- 
bitch, Yugoslavia's first Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
came to honour Matchek as the champion and uncom
promising apostle of Croatian liberty. During the three 
days' rejoicings the Croatian national colours were 
out on every house, for if any householder neglected 
to hoist that emblem of Croatia's stateship, the crowd 
did it for him, a proceeding which, here and there, 
led to minor incidents and disturbances. There was 
no rioting, however, for in the interests of the ultimate

aims of the Croatian people Matchek called upon the 
enthusiastic crowds to preserve discipline and order.

The Radical Party, which is now being reorga
nised, published a draft of its programme in the 
,,Politika" of July 30th. Besides many other important 
questions, the problem of the Voivodina, which from 
the beginning has always been neglected, has been 
omitted. The minority question too has been treated 
simply as non-existent, although the vital interests of
2,600,000 persons (18°/o of the total population) are 
at stake. This is of special importance because in the 
Skupstina the Stoyadinovitch Government will most 
probably rely upon the Radical Party, which is form
ing a union with the Korosec Slovene Peoples' Party 
and the Spaho Bosnian Mussulman Party.

The organisation of the Yugoslav Radical Union 
was followed, on August 23rd, by a partial Cabinet 
crisis. Two Croatian ministers, Dr. Liudevit Auer, 
Minister of Justice, and Dr. Nicolas Preka, Minister 
of Public Welfare and Hygiene, as well as M. Ignatius 
Stefanoviteh (Serb Democratic Party) Minister of 
Forests and Mines, handed in their resignations. The 
explanation given by them for this step, which took
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everybody by surprise, was that they did not approve 
of the Yugoslav Radical Union, In their opinion the 
unity of that organisation was only a seeming unity, 
for the three old Parties of which it was composed — 
the Serb Radical Party, the Korosec Slovene Peoples' 
Party and the Spaho Bosnian Mussulman Party — 
were to retain their separate organisations within the 
new organisation. That this explanation will not hold 
water is evident from a statement made by M. Stoya- 
dinovitch, Prime Minister ,according to which mem
bers of the Cabinet may keep their portfolios, even if 
they do not join the Yugoslav Radical Union. It is 
therefore probable that other, more far-reaching, inten
tions lurk in the background. Those responsible for the 
partial crisis presumably thought that their putch- 
like resignation would be as successful in bringing 
about the fall of Stoyadinovitch and all his ministers 
as had been the action against the Yeftitch Govern

ment in June. But in this they were mistaken, for the 
crisis has been tided over for the moment by the 
nomination of three new ministers to take over the 
vacant portfolios. It was necessary to guard against a 
general Cabinet crisis, lest the Little Entente Confer
ence to open in Bled on August 29th should have to 
be postponed again. The Cabinet crisis has been 
averted, but Yugoslavia's internal crisis has by no 
means blown over. The chief obstacle to a solution lies 
in M. Stoyadinovitch’s attitude, who clings to the 
fiction of national unity and would like to realise it 
with the aid of the present Parliament, which, however, 
is utterly incapable of solving peaceably the Croat 
and Serb conflict. Opposition circles think that the 
reconstructed Government will be short-lived anyhow, 
and that the Bled Conference will be followed by 
another Cabinet crisis.

—y—

THE CELEBRATION AT VARNA
On August 4th the mausoleum recently erected to 

the memory of Wladislas of the House of Jagello, 
King of Poland and Hungary, was opened by Boris III, 
King of Bulgaria. The mausoleum stands near the town 
of Varna, a Bulgarian port and watering-place beauti
fully situated on the Black Sea. Wladislas I of Hun
gary and III of Poland lost his young life on Novem
ber 10th 1444 at the battle of Varna, which was fought 
against Sultan Murat II by the Christian armies sent 
to help the Emperor of Bysantium, and led by Wla
dislas and the great Hungarian general, John Hunyadi. 
At the invitation of the Bulgarian Government, Hun
gary and Poland sent representative delegations 
composed of civilians and officers of high rank to be 
present at the opening ceremonies. After reviewing 
the troops and attending divine service, King Boris, 
using silver scissors, cut the ribbon barring the way 
to the mausoleum, and in a speech did homage on 
behalf of the Bulgarian nation to the memory of Wla
dislas and the soldiers of both countries who fell with 
him in battle. The significance of the celebrations was 
pointed out in the speeches made on behalf of the 
Polish Republic and its Government by M. Jedrzeje- 
wicz, Polish Minister of Education, and by M. Ma- 
tuska, Hungarian Minister in Sophia, who spoke on 
behalf of the Regent of Hungary and the Hungarian 
Government. Major-General Peneff, Staff Commander

of the Varna garrison, then gave a description of the 
battle of Varna, after which the King opened the door 
of the mausoleum with a silver key handed to him by 
Colonel Dimkoff. When he had performed this cere
mony, the King gave the key to General Careff, Bul
garian Minister of War, who too<k charge of it in the 
name &f the Bulgarian army. Then the gifts presented 
by the King, the Bulgarian Government, the Bulgarian, 
Polish and Hungarian armies, the municipality of Bu
dapest, stc., were placed in the mausoleum. A moving 
scene followed, when the official delegates, with King 
Boris at their head, betook themselves to Sultan 
Murat’s mound, and did homage to the memory of 
the Turks who fell in the battle. When the celebrations 
were over, a splendid banquet in honour of the foreign 
guests was served in the sea garden. Toasts were 
proposed by M. Tosheff, Bulgarian Prime Minister, 
M. Jedrzejwicz, Polish Minister of Education, and 
M. Matuska, Hungarian Minister. On the following day 
King Boris entertained the official delegates in his 
summer-palace at Euxinograd. There is no doubt that 
the celebrations at Varna have — if such a thing is 
possible — strengthened still more the traditional 
friendship binding the Bulgarian, Polish and Hungarian 
nations together.

—y—

R I T I E S L I V EH O W  M I N O
C Z E C H  O - S L O V A K I A

MAGYARS IGNORED AGAIN BY 
AUTHORITIES APPOINTING 
MEMBERS OF PROVINCIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE BODIES

In terms of the Administration Act of 1927, three- 
fourths of the members of the Provincial representa
tive bodies are nominated by Government "in accord
ance with cultural, social and nationality circum

stances". The provincial representative bodies were 
re-elected last May, and at the end of July Govern
ment nominated their so-called expert members. The 
same thing happened again as in 1929. In defiance of 
the unequivocal provisions of the law in question, the 
nationalities are not represented proportionally on the 
list of members appointed by Government. In Bohemia 
proper, for instance, only 10 of the 40 appointed 
members are Germans by race, although the Germans, 
by virtue of their numbers, would be entitled to 12 
places. As usual, however, it was the Magyars who 
received the worst treatment. Government appointed 
18 members in Slovakia and 6 in Ruthenia, but not 
one of them was a Magyar.


