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Abstract 
  
According to a 2008 Pew Poll, nearly 1 in 4 Americans visited 
blogs for information about the 2008 U.S. Presidential campaign. 
Researchers Drezner and Farrell argue that politically influential 
blogs direct, shape and limit discourse by “socially constructing 
interpretive frames for current events”.1 However, this particular 
study reflects a larger trend in political blog research that limits 
research to the mainstream, or top 100 blogs. Previous studies 
neglected publics outside of the mainstream and, by extension, 
suggested that alternative discourse lacks influence. Open 
communication networks are vital for issue representation, 
ideology and opinion formation especially among minority groups. 
The sample for this study focuses on ethnic-racial political blogs 
as one example of blogs outside of the mainstream blogosphere 
to explore the following questions: Can political blogs that exist 
outside of the mainstream, or alternative blogs, influence the 
mainstream network? If so, how can political blog influence be 
reconsidered to include these blogs? I use both network analysis 
and logit regression to explore these questions. My findings 
conclude that mainstream political blogs will be more likely to 
establish a direct link to an ethnic-racial political blog with higher 
influence within the alternative blog network.  
 
Keywords: blog influence, social network analysis, political blogs, 
political communication, race  
 
 

                                                
1  Daniel Drezner and Henry Farrell, “The Power and Politics of Blogs” (paper presented at the 

annual meeting of the American Political Science Association, Chicago, Illinois, United States of America, 

September 2-5, 2004): 4.  
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1. Introduction2  
A long habit of not thinking a thing wrong gives it a superficial 
appearance of being right.  
--Thomas Paine (1737-1809)  
 
In the heat of the Revolution, Thomas Paine publicly expressed 
his political doubts, fears, and desires for young America by 
widely distributing his pamphlet Common Sense. By 
pamphleteering, Paine was empowered to inform the public of his 
views and, as a result, influence the policy discussions 
surrounding America‘s transition from detached British colony to 
independent nation. In the 21st century, a technologically driven 
society, the explosion of the World Wide Web has taken a similar 
and increasingly important role in shaping public political 
discourse. According to a 2008 Pew Poll, nearly 1 in 4 Americans 
visited blogs for information about the 2008 U.S. Presidential 
campaign. The billowing size and range of influence of the 
Internet in American new media has transformed the way in 
which public opinion can be influenced by creating a space for 
political information to be distributed, analyzed and debated.  
 
Most important to Internet public commentary and debate is the 
weblog, or blog. Blogs are relatively simple networks of individual 
authors or small groups of authors, called bloggers, who share 
periodic commentary through posts on various topics of personal 
interest. Some authors suggest that political blogs epitomize the 
idea of a “representative democracy” by aggregating political 
ideas and discourse from diverse perspectives.3  

                                                
2  Acknowledgments: To my primary advisors on this project—Michael C. Dawson and Betsy 

Sinclair—thank you for your support, guidance and encouragement. Thank you to Ramaesh Bhagirat for your 

copy-editing assistance. I would like to especially thank Christopher Berk and Amir Shawn Fairdosi for their 

attentive and helpful comments.  I would also like to thank the seminar participants at the 2009 Ford 

Foundation Fellows Conference, Irvine, CA; the 2009 Princeton University Graduate Women of Color Caucus 

Symposium, Princeton, NJ; the 2009 University of Chicago Minority Graduate Student Association Research 

Conference, Chicago, IL; and the 2009 Northwestern University Black Graduate Student Association 

Conference, Evanston, IL. 
 

3  Stephen Coleman and Scott Wright, “Political Blogs and Representative Democracy,” Information 

Polity 13 (Jan. 2008): 1-8. ; Richard Davis, Politics Online: Blogs, Chatrooms and Discussion Groups in 

American Democracy (New York: Routledge, 2005).; Hugh Hewitt, Blog: Understanding the information 
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Many authors have suggested that political blogs and bloggers 
are the pamphlets and pamphleteers of the technological age.4 
Unlike the pamphlets of the past, blogs facilitate instant 
communication with opportunities for the reading audience to 
post user-generated content directly on the website through 
comment boxes. Frequently, these comment boxes become a 
forum within the blog where readers and bloggers alike debate 
and discuss issues.  
 
In addition to internal communication between blog visitors and 
bloggers, there is substantial diffusion of information external to 
blogs as well. Bloggers frequently look at other blogs for news 
tips and provide information and publicity to one another through 
links. The increasing influence of political blogs on public 
discourse has caught the attention of some political scientists who 
have tried to create a method of measuring political blog 
influence.5  

                                                                                                             
reformation that’s changing your world (Nashville, TN: Nelson Books, 2005).; Micah L. Sifry, “A See Through 

Society,” Columbia Journalism Review 47 (January/February 2009): 43-47. 

4  Daniel K. Glover and Mike Essl, “New on the Web: Politics as Usual,” New York Times, 3 December 

2006, Opinion Section, Electronic edition. ;Charles P. Pierce, “Mud in the Digital Age,” The Boston Globe 

Magazine, June 17 2007, 24. ; Alan Wolfe, “The New Pamphleteers,” The New York Times, 11 July 2004, 

Books Section, Electronic Edition.   

5  Robert Ackland, Mapping the U.S. Political Blogosphere: Are Conservative Bloggers More 

Prominent? (BlogTalk 2005) [Accessed online];available at  

http://incsub.org/blogtalk/images/robertackland.pdf; Lada Adamic and Natalie Glance, “The Political 

Blogosphere and the 2004 US Election: Divided They Blog” (Presented at the Conference on Knowledge 

Discovery and Data Mining Chicago, Illinois, USA August 21-25, 2005) [Accessed online]; available 

at http://portal.acm.org/citation.cfm?doid-1134271.1134277. ; Joel Bloom and Matthew Kerbel, “Campaign 

blogs in 2004 and Beyond: The Care, Feeding and Harvesting of Online Communities of Supporters” 

(Presented at the 2006 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, United States of America, August 31- Sept 3, 2006).; Drezner and Farrell, “The Power and 

Politics of Blogs”, 10.; Kathy Gill, “How Can We Measure the Influence of the Blogosphere?” 

http://faculty.washington.edu/kegill/pub/www2004_blogosphere_gill.pdf. (2004): 1-10.  

Matthew Hindman, Kostas Tsioutsiouliklis, and Judy A. Johnson, “Googlearchy: How a Few Heavily-Linked 

Sites Dominate Politics on the Web” (Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Midwest Political Science 

Association, Chicago, Illinois, United States of America, March 31, 2003).; Laura McKenna and Antoinette 

Pole, “Do Weblogs Matter? Weblogs in American Politics,” (Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 
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Yet, the typical methods of measuring blog influence have 
inadvertently marginalized smaller communities of weblogs, 
particularly those that cater to feminist, LGBTQ and ethnic/racial 
minority audiences. Rochet calls the imbalanced number of 
minority weblogs a “data slant”, in that these sites are few in 
number. In addition, these weblogs do not receive the massive 
number of daily site visitors required to have high authority blog 
status and rarely, if ever, break the top 100 list of any blog 

authority-granting site6. Yet, open communication networks are 
vital for issue representation, ideology and opinion formation, 
especially among minority groups.  
 
On the one hand, the relative isolation of minority, or alternative 
blogs, will help to consolidate a “subaltern counterpublic” as 
shown in Dawsons’s work on the American black opinion in the 
black public sphere7. These alternative blogs will be able to define 
a unique voice and have an opportunity for ideology formation 
and public debate. However, the effects are not always positive. 
Through Cohen’s previous scholarship on marginal public spheres 
regarding the HIV/AIDS crisis in the African-American community 
in the 1990s, it has been shown that issues within these publics 
can be exacerbated from minority public sphere isolation8. From 
these offline examples of marginal public spheres that are both 
independent of and yet not completely detached from the 
mainstream, it is clear that an examination of alternative weblog 
communities will assist in an understanding how the openness of 
political communication networks in the blogosphere may help 
facilitate ingroup communication and/or foreclose debate on 
minority issues in the mainstream. This matter is significant to 
the concept of blog influence, but has not yet been examined. 
                                                                                                             
Kevin J. Wallsten, Public Opinion and the New, “New Media”: How Political Blogs Influence Journalists, 

Politicians and the Mass Public (PhD diss, University of California, Berkeley, 2007). 

6  Laura Rochet, “The “Data Slant”: Why Lack of Media Generated by Minority Users Online is an 

Offline Problem,” Harvard Journal of Hispanic Policy 19 (2006): 39-51.  

See listings for “Top Blogs” at blog authority sites including: www.blogpulse.com, www.blogrunner.com, 

www.technorati.com  and www.truthlaidbear.com.  

7  Michael Dawson, Black Visions: The Roots of Contemporary African-American Political Ideologies 

(Chicago, IL: University of Chicago, 2003).  

8  Cathy Cohen, The Boundaries of Blackness: AIDS and the Breakdown of Black Politics (Chicago, 

IL: University of Chicago Press, 1999). 
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Although these alternative sites do not have the high traffic of 
their larger, more mainstream peers, this ought not indicate that 
their presence in the smaller blog communities they target and 
inhabit is any less influential. A 2006 Pew report on ethnic media 
reveals that nearly 24 million Americans are either primary or 
secondary consumers of ethnic media of all forms9. Within 
communities, political discourse on these blogs is of significant 
consequence. My study seeks to demonstrate the influence that 
racial-ethnic alternative weblogs' communications have on 
mainstream communities. 
 
The invisibility of alternative weblogs and the overrepresentation 
of mainstream blogs in past studies of blogosphere influence 
points to a need for research that accounts for both groups. 
Authors Drezner and Ferrell argue that because of the skewed 
distribution of a few “elite” blogs, the median blogger has almost 
no political influence as measured by traffic or hyperlinks.10 
However, this understanding of political influential power is 
incomplete. Although alternative blogs have substantially lower 
traffic and less hyperlinks than elite blogs, they have a significant 
impact on the communities they primarily serve and broadly 
inform the mainstream. This study will directly question this 
current notion of blog influence by examining mainstream blog 
decisions relative to alternative blog in-group behavior.   
 
The peripheral status of these blogs is rooted in the 
methodological leanings of past studies, which do not allow for a 
holistic examination of these minority blog communities within 
the larger Progressive-Conservative spectrum. Studies centered 
on partisanship have been the general orientation for prior 
research.11 Combined with exclusive examinations of the top 100 
                                                
9  A 2006 Pew report on ethnic media reveals that nearly 24 million Americans are either primary or 

secondary consumers of ethnic media of all forms. Pew Research Center, “Ethnic Media Audience Trends,” 

Pew Research Center’s Project for Excellence in Journalism, accessed online at 

http://www.journalism.org/node/465. 
10  Daniel Drezner and Henry Farrell, “The Power and Politics of Blogs”, 4. 

11  Robert Ackland, Mapping the U.S. Political Blogosphere: Are Conservative Bloggers More 

Prominent?, 2.; Lada Adamic and Natalie Glance, “The Political Blogosphere and the 2004 US Election: 

Divided They Blog”, 2. 
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blogs, such research has had the iterative effect of studying 
relationships among the same blogs in every study. Until now, 
this method of analysis has continued uncontested. Political 
influence of blogs cannot be truly measured when significant 
sectors of public opinion and alternative spheres of political 
conversation are not included. My model is a step toward fully 
including these spheres. My application of a network analysis 
frame will help clarify, describe and examine the interactions 
within these small alternative blog communities. Quantitatively, I 
expect that my statistical model will help to explain the 
mainstream blogging community’s relationship with alternative 
networks. The findings will only gesture toward the quality of 
relationships within the blogging community. This study will also 
help political science researchers at the crossroads of network 
analysis, statistical inference, political blogs and public political 
discourse more critically interrogate the methods by which we 
determine blog influence.  
 
My central research question is: What is the probability that a 
mainstream blog will establish a blogroll link with an alternative 
blog that has a high Freeman centrality score? I hypothesize that 
a blog with greater Freeman Centrality within the alternative blog 
sector will be more likely to have a direct link from a mainstream 
blog.  
 
H0: Freeman Centrality has no effect on a direct link from a 
mainstream blog to an alternative  
blog.  
Ha: Freeman Centrality has a positive effect on a direct link from 
a mainstream blog to an alternative blog. 
 
To date, current blog network analysis, which privileges blogs 
with high hits and many hyperlinks, cannot fully capture the 
influential power of the political blog. This paper presents a two-
tiered network analysis and logit regression study of the top 19 

                                                                                                             
Daniel Drezner and Henry Farrell, “The Power and Politics of Blogs”, 21.; Matthew A. Baum and Tim Groeling, 

“New Media and the Polarization of American Political  Discourse,” Political Communication 25 (2008): 345-

365.  

 



CEU Political Science Journal. Vol. 5, No. 3 

 361  

mainstream and 37 alternative (African American and Latino) 
political blogs conducted in 2009, so that the academic 
understanding of political blog influence can be more inclusive 
and precise. 
 
This paper’s first section offers an overview of the current 
literature on mass media, new media and politics. In this section I 
clarify the relationship between individual blogs and the 
blogosphere and address the issue of diversity and 
inclusion/exclusion within the blogosphere. The second section 
presents the data and methods for my research. The next section 
offers an analysis of my data and presents the findings. This 
information is followed by a discussion of those findings. The 
concluding section offers future directions for research. These 
suggestions are situated in the implications of my research 
findings in a broader discussion of political blog influence. 
 
2. Literature Review 
 
2.1 Traditional Mass Media, New Media and Politics  
 
Mass media has been a mainstay in the distribution of political 
analysis, commentary and opinion. Traditional media has evolved 
from print media to broadcast radio to television. In the 21st 
century, Internet new media, most notably blogs, are now rising 
in importance as a source for political news. A survey conducted 
by the Pew Research Center reveals the increasing importance of 
the Internet for obtaining political information: 33 percent of 
Americans used the Internet to monitor the 2008 presidential 

campaign compared with only 10 percent in 2004.12 During the 
2008 primary and presidential election campaign seasons, many 
blogs provided by-the-minute insight to the political speeches, 
statements and events. According to a 2009 Pew Internet and 
American Life Project, this heavy Internet campaign activity was 
matched by Internet use of potential voters—74% of Internet 
users, about 55% of the entire adult population, used the 

                                                
12  Pew Research Center. “Internet Now Major Source of Campaign News.” Pew Research Center for the 

People and the Press (October, 31 2008) accessed online at http://people-press.org/report/467/internet-

campaign-news. 
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Internet for news and information about the election.13 The study 
also revealed that nearly 1 of every 5 Internet users posted their 
thoughts, comments or questions about the campaign on a blog 
or social networking site.14 Undoubtedly, blogs are of increasing 
importance to the public understanding of politics. 
 
2.2 Clarification of Terms  
 
2.2.1 What is a Blog?  
 
A weblog, or blog, is an online journal whose content is posted by 
either a single moderator, a blogger, or a group of bloggers. The 
posted content of the blog, which could cover virtually any topic, 
is generally guided by the interest of the blogger or bloggers that 
support the site. These postings typically offer a comment section 
where site viewers have an opportunity to broadly contribute 
moderated and unmoderated commentary and ideas to the 
sphere of fellow blog visitors. In the political blogosphere, 
discourse about current events from the populace allows for the 
free trade of ideas between dilettantes and experts alike, 
broadening civic space for discussion.15 
 
2.2.2 What is a political blog?  
 
For the purposes of this study, a political blog is a weblog whose 
main objective, but not necessarily sole interest, is to examine 
and discuss American politics. Active political bloggers run an 
expansive gamut of political exposure and experience, from newly 
interested amateur citizen journalists to veteran journalists and 
political insiders.16 Each author, by virtue of attained experience, 
contributes an additional perspective to the blogosphere and, 
additionally, the larger ongoing political debates. However, the 

                                                
13  Aaron Smith, “The Internet’s Role in Campaign 2008,” Pew Internet & American Life Project (April 

2009): 3. 

14  Aaron Smith,  Pew Internet & American Life Project, 12-13. 

15  Stephen Coleman, “Blogs and the New Politics of Listening,” Political Quarterly 76 (April/June 

2005): 272-280.  

16 Eugenia Siapera, “The Political Subject of Blogs,” Information Polity 13 (January 2008): 97-

109. 
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utility of Internet-based new media extends well beyond the 
citizenry.  
 
Politicians are now extending their influence through involvement 
in the blogosphere as well.17 For the first time, in the 2004 
elections, both presidential candidates, incumbent George W. 
Bush and Massachusetts Senator John Kerry, maintained blogs 
that provided detailed biographical information, explicated their 
policy positions and offered opportunities for donations. The 
strength of these blogs was that the content enabled the 
candidates the power to frame their campaigns.18 The 
technologically integrated campaign of United States President 
Barack Obama included a user-friendly website that submitted 
text, email and blog updates. These technological advancements 

have been attributed, in part, to his electoral success.19 
President Obama also uses the Internet for policy updates and 
speeches to communicate with the public.20 
 
International politicians have also embraced blogs as a medium of 
communication. Ministers of Parliament in the United Kingdom 
have campaign professional weblogs to create another pathway of 
communication with their constituency.21 With the ease of 
creating a personal blog, politicians are empowered by being able 
to speak directly to the through the web to their constituents 
without the filter of political commentary blogs or traditional news 
media. While politicians themselves have begun to increase their 
activity on the web to interface with the people, the interactions 

                                                
17  Stephen Coleman and Giles Moss, “Governing at a Distance—Politicians in the 

Blogosphere,” Information Polity 13 (January 2008): 7-20.  

18  Shannon L. Bichard, “Building Blogs: A Multi-Dimensional Analysis of the Distribution of Frames 

on the 2004 Presidential Candidate Web Sites,” Journalism & Mass Communication Quarterly, 83 (Summer 

2006): 329-345. 

19  Mark Hennessy, “Obama to continue exploiting the potential of web as president,” The Irish 

Times, November 11, 2008, World section, Online Edition. 

20  See Office of the President of the United States, Barack Obama website 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/technology/ 

21  Mary Francoli and Stephen Ward, “21st Century Soapboxes? MPs and Their Blogs,” Information 

Polity 13 (January 2008): 21-39.; Nigel Jackson,  “‘Scattergun’ or ‘Rifle’ Approach to Communication: MPs in 

the Blogosphere,” Information Polity 13 (January 2008): 97-109.; Scott Wright, “Read My Day? 

Communication, Campaigning and Councillors’ Blogs,” Information Polity 13 (January 2008): 81-95.   
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between blogs and sources of news have become more 
connected.  
 
2.3 Competition between Political Blogs and Traditional Mass 
Media  
 
The growing interrelation between political blogs and the news 
media bears additional consequences for public political 
discourse. On the one hand, some research points to a 
convergence of news media agenda setting and information on 
political blogs.22 Whether watching television or reading a 
newspaper, the Internet likely has a significant impact on its 
content. Bloggers have become skillful at gathering information 
and breaking news stories before traditional sources that many 
mainstream newspapers and sources have attached blogs to 
their websites in order to keep up with the pace of independent 
bloggers.23 Yet, this flow of information occurs in both directions. 
Much to the chagrin of traditional news outlets, blogs still rely 
heavily upon their articles for news information.  
 
On the other hand, tension exists between political blogs and 
traditional media. Much of the debate arises from questions of 
ethics and professional standards of journalism. Where traditional 
journalistic modes of conduct including identifying reliable 
sources, rigorous editing and aggressive fact checking for 
accuracy are requisite in traditional media, the same codes are 
optional in the blogosphere.24 Some research suggests that 
culture clashes between blogs and traditional media have 
hindered a more integrated relationship between the two 

                                                
22  Donald Matheson, “Weblogs and the Epistemology of the News: Some Trends in Online 

Journalism,” New Media & Society 6 (August 2004): 443-468.  

Marilyn Roberts, Wayne Wanta and Tzong-Horng Dzwo, “Agenda setting and issue salience 

online,” Communication Research 29 (August 2002): 452–465.  

Kevin Wallsten, “Agenda Setting and the Blogosphere: An Analysis of the Relationship Between Mainstream 

Media and Political Blogs,” Review of Policy Research 24 (November 2007): 567-587. 

23  Benjamin Burroughs, “Kissing Macaca: Blogs, Narrative and Political Discourse,” Journal for 

Cultural Research 11 (October 2007): 319-335.  

24 Jose Antonio Vargas, “Storming the News Gatekeepers; On the Internet, Citizen Journalists Raise Their 

Voice,” Washington Post, November 17, 2007. Style Section, Online Edition.  
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coteries25. This divide further demonstrates the importance of 
examining the blogosphere separately from other forms of mass 
media. 
 
2.4 Political Blogs, Activism and Diverse Voices  
 
As an independent form of mass media, the influential range of 
the political blogosphere is enormous.26 The content of the 
hundreds of active political blogs reflects the political diversity of 
the electorate, including the entire spectrum of ideological 
leanings to include conservative, liberal, independent and 
others.27 Beyond ideological classifications, there are still smaller 
subsets of political blogs that appeal to feminist, queer and racial 
diversity interests. These blogs frequently communicate within 
and outside of their smaller online communities. Researchers 
have gained interest in the ideological diversity of voices in the 
blogosphere, but the research has yet to engage blogs that cater 
to feminist, LGBTQ and racial/ethnic minority audiences28. This 
paper will focus on the interactions between mainstream blogs 
and the alternative subset African American and Latino political 
blogs.  
 
My central research question is: What is the probability that a 
mainstream blog will establish a blogroll link with an alternative 
blog that has a high Freeman centrality score? I hypothesize that 
a blog with greater Freeman Centrality within the alternative blog 
sector will be more likely to have a direct link from a mainstream 
blog.  
 
H0: Freeman Centrality has no effect on a direct link from a 
mainstream blog to an alternative  
blog.  

                                                
25  John McQuaid, “New Media Battles Old to Define Internet-Era Politics,” Nieman Reports (Summer 

2008): 42-44. 

26  Smolkin, Rachel, “The expanding blogosphere,” American Journalism Review 26 (June/July 

2004): 38–43.  

27  Jose Antonio Vargas, “A Diversity of Opinion, if Not Opinionators,” Washington Post, August 6, 

2007. Style Section, Print Edition. 
28  Laura McKenna and Antoinette Pole, “Do Weblogs Matter? Weblogs in American Politics,”, 25. 
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Ha: Freeman Centrality has a positive effect on a direct link from 
a mainstream blog to an alternative blog. 
 
This study will regress both the Freeman Centrality and 
Mainstream Blog Link variables to see if the null hypothesis can 
be rejected.  
 
3. Data and Methods 
 
The blogosphere is a complex community of individual actors, or 
bloggers, tied to one another to form communities of varying size 
and influence. Social network analysis rests on these basic 
concepts of nodes and ties. Network analysis serves as an ideal 
tool to examine the interactions within, between and among 
blogging communities. The application of network analysis to the 
burgeoning complex of American Political blogs would help to 
explain the ways in which information, readers and other 
resources are exchanged between blog authors and blog 
websites. Network analysis also offers a clearer picture of which 
alternative blogs in the sample have the most influence within 
alternative racial-ethnic political blogosphere.  
 
The use of American Political blogs in this sample brings forth a 
set of limitations in issue discussion, as some Latino-American 
political blogs have bloggers who are American citizens that are 
stationed elsewhere in the world. The physical boundaries of the 
blogosphere are often unknown, as national boundaries are often 
neglected or unimportant. Additional American political blogs are 
also highly divided along ideological and party lines, in that blogs 
of like political persuasions tend to cluster. Such a clustering may 
have an impact on my claims to blog centrality.  
 
Despite these challenges to my research, the American case 
offers promise in that the blogosphere itself is becoming 
increasingly diverse and representative, with bloggers and 
blogging communities from various walks of life being 
represented. As discussed earlier, the role of blogs in political 
campaigns and political information has surged between the 
penultimate and ultimate presidential elections. The American 
case of the political blogosphere is ripe for analysis. 
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Using network analysis, I used the Freeman Centrality score29 to 
determine a scale for the centrality of alternative blogs relative to 
mainstream blogs. To assess the impact of the Freeman 
Centrality score, I use a logistic regression. 
 
3.1 Identifying Actors in the Network30 
 
The primary source of data for gathering blog websites was 
Technorati.com. This search engine monitors 112.8 million blogs, 
updates live content, and has the overall mission of “collecting, 
organizing and distributing the global online conversation”31. 
Technorati grants authority to blogs that have the highest 
number of external hits, or visitors to the web site.  
 
3.2 Determining Blog Influence  
 
Past studies have measured blog authority by using the top 
listings on Blogstreet, Truth Laid Bear Ecosystem, Truth Laid Bear 
EcoTraffic, Blogpulse and the Adamic and Glance ranking 
system.32 Despite the wide diversity of methods past scholarship 
has employed to identify the leading blogs in the blogosphere, 
alternative blogs are not included in the analysis because such 
blogs do not receive enough hits to be included in the overall top 
100.  
 
Most blogs have a blogroll, or a list directly on the site that would 
direct readers other blogs of interest. In this study I analyze 
blogroll links among the top mainstream and alternative racial-

                                                
29  For an extended discussion of Freeman Centrality see L. C. Freeman, “Centrality in social 

networks: Conceptual clarification”. Social Networks, 1(3), (1979). 215-239. Without regard to the direction 

of ties, the Freeman Centrality score measures the centrality based on number of ties they have in the 

network and the centralization of the network. 

30  For a list of the political blogs used in the study, please see Appendix Figure I: Blog Sample. 

31     See Technorati website description at www.technorati.com/about 

32  Laura McKenna and Antoinette Pole, “Do Weblogs Matter? Weblogs in American Politics,”, 15-16. 

Kathy Gill, “How Can We Measure the Influence of the Blogosphere?”, 6-8. 

Matthew Hindman, Kostas Tsioutsiouliklis, and Judy A. Johnson, “Googlearchy: How a Few Heavily-Linked 

Sites Dominate Politics on the Web”, 5.; Lada Adamic and Natalie Glance, “The Political Blogosphere and the 

2004 US Election: Divided They Blog”, 8.; Robert Ackland, Mapping the U.S. Political Blogosphere: Are 

Conservative Bloggers More Prominent? 2-3.; Kevin Wallsten, Review of Policy Research, 567-587. 
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ethnic (African American and Latino) political blogs. The present 
(or absent) ties between the blogs will be identified by blogroll 
links between blogs, which can infer other aspects of influence 
through shared critical resources including political updates, 
readership and commentary. Drezner and Farrell state that, 
“permanent links in the blogroll are more valuable to third party-
blogs than links from posts that are likely to disappear over time. 
Links in the blogrolls of prominent blogs with many readers are 
especially valuable, as they may lead to quite significant 
increases in readership”.33 I identified an absent or present tie by 
reading the blogroll of each blog in the sample and indicating an 
absent link with “0” and a link with “1”. Using this method, I can 
also make inferences about the structural opportunity (the ease 
or difficulty of resource diffusion due to network structure) of the 
entire network.  
 
3.3 Defining a Mainstream Political Blogosphere  
 
The top 19 blogs in the mainstream political blogosphere were 
extracted from the Technorati top 100 overall blog sites and the 
top political blogs. First, I used the top 100 overall blog list to 
gather the most visited political blog websites. I did not include 
blogs that are owned or monitored by large, corporate websites 
like ABCNews. I excluded these blogs on the grounds that their 
number of hits may be influenced by the name recognition of 
their corporate sponsor. Instead, I exclusively included 
independent political blog sites. I sought to collect a larger 
sample, so I extended my search to the politics blog list, which is 
rank-ordered by the Technorati authority score. For continuity, I 
read each site to ensure that the content addresses political 
issues. On blogs there is typically an “about” section, which will 
describe the main goals of the blog. Any words in the description 
section that were derived from “politics” and “political” signaled a 
political blog.  
 

                                                
33  Daniel Drezner and Henry Farrell, “The Power and Politics of Blogs”, 8. 
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3.4 Defining an Alternative Political Blogosphere  
 
I used two separate methods to define and identify the top 37 
members of alternative blog community. Members of the African 
American blogosphere at large may enroll on the ethnic search 
engine Electronic Village. Not only do bloggers self-identify as 
African American on this site, 1,600 blogs are arranged according 
to website rankings.34 I identified the top political blogs using 
nominal criteria. In the title or description section of each blog, if 
a word stated “politics” or “political” present on the site, the blog 
was considered to be an African American political blog. I read 
the top 150 blogs to ensure that each member of the sample 
community meets the criteria for my definition “political blog”. 
Electronic Village utilizes the virtual blog library, Technorati, to 
establish rankings. Using the Electronic Village website, I have 
constructed a list of the top 19 African American political blog 
sites.  
 
For Latino Political blogs, I conducted a Google search of first 
“Latino Political Blog” and then “Hispanic Political Blog”. Unlike 
African American political blogs, at the time of my study, there 
was no central virtual blog library for Latino Political Blogs. I 
identified the top political blogs using nominal criteria. I scanned 
the first 10 pages of each Google search. In the title or 
description section of each blog, if any word derived from 
“politics” or “political” was present, the blog was considered to be 
a Latino American political blog.  
 
3.5 Freeman Centrality Variable (X) 
 
For my independent variable, I will use a common measure of 
influence in network analysis, centrality. Freeman centrality is an 
effective measure for the most significant actors within a network 
in that it is a count of the connections between actors and 
accounts for all network interactions. A higher Freeman Centrality 
score indicates higher authority and influence within the 

                                                
34  See black blog rankings at www.electronicvillage.blogspot.com/2009/02/top-ten-black-blogs-feb-

2009.html 
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alternative network. The Freeman Centrality score of each 
alternative blog will serve as the independent variable.  
 
Table 1. Descriptive Statistics: The Freeman Centrality (X): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Freeman Centrality scores for the sample have a mean of 
7.514, a minimum value of 0 and a maximum value of 17. This 
means that the average number of connections per blog is 7.514, 
while the lowest number of connections is zero and the maximum 
number of links in the sample is 17. The distance between the 
first and third quartiles in the distribution for the variable is 7. 
The mean and interquartile ranges are proximate, so the spread 
in the sample does not have a problem with extreme values. The 
standard deviation and variance are 4.75 and 22.56, respectively.  
 
3.6 Mainstream Blog Link Variable (Y) 
 
Table 2. Descriptive Statistics: The Mainstream Blog Link 
Variable (Y): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Mainstream Blog Link variable has a mean of 0.2162, a 
minimum of 0 and a maximum of 1. This mean demonstrates that 
the absolute number of links from the Mainstream to the 
Alternative blogosphere is minimal. The range of scores is either 
0 (No Link) or 1 (Link). The standard deviation of the variable is 
0.417. The variance is 0.174.  
 

Mean:  7.514 
Minimum: 0 
Maximum:  17 
Interquartile range: 7 
Standard Deviation: 4.75 
Variance 22.56 

Mean:  .2162 
Minimum: 0 
Maximum:  1 
Interquartile range: 0 (No Link) or 1 (Link) 
Standard Deviation: 0.417 
Variance 0.174 
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The dependent variable will measure the probability that a 
mainstream blog establishes a direct link with an alternative blog. 
This value is nominal and binomial. I use the binary link (link=1, 
no link=0) score to determine whether a mainstream blog 
connects to an alternative blog. Of the 3080 total observations 
from a sample size of 56, I focused my analysis on the direct 
links from mainstream blogs to alternative blogs. I isolated 37 
cases of possible mainstream-alternative blog links.  
 
When attempting to test causality, the most appropriate method 
of analysis for a binomial dependent variable is logit regression 
analysis. I attempted OLS regression analysis for my research 
question and I was unable to reasonably interpret the data, as 
my dependent variable violates the key assumption of linearity. 
Logit regression is a more appropriate model in that there is no 
strict assumption of linearity. This condition is necessary because 
I use a binary variable (No Link or Link). The correlation 
coefficient for the two variables is .30. This is a moderately weak, 
but positive trend.  
 
 
3.7 The Model 
 
p (Freeman Centrality Score) = 1/ 1+ e – (ˆß * X (Mainstream Blog Link 

Variable)) 

 

This logistic model regresses both the Freeman Centrality and  
Mainstream Blog Link variables to see if the null hypothesis can 
be rejected. I will focus my attention on the first mean 
differences in expected values coefficient. The findings below are 
my estimates for ˆß.  
 
4. Findings and Discussion 
 
The data support the alternative hypothesis: Freeman Centrality 
has a positive effect on a direct link from a mainstream blog to an 
alternative blog. The expected value of mainstream blog links to 
alternative blogs with a high Freeman Centrality score is 0.07762. 
This value is located below in the Predicted Values of (Y|X) in the 
table and on the graph. This score means that mainstream blogs 
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link to alternative blogs only 7 percent of the time. This score 
further indicates the relative isolation of the alternative political 
blogosphere from the mainstream.  
 
Of the .07 percent cases where mainstream blogs establish such 
a link, the first mean difference of the expected value is .6486. In 
other words, 64 percent of the time mainstream blogs link to 
blogs with a high Freeman Centrality score alternative blogs 
within this sample. Mainstream blogs are more likely to link to an 
alternative blog as the value of its Freeman Centrality score 
increases. 
 
Tabel 3. The Logit Model 
Mean Standard 

Deviation 
2.5% 97.5% 

0.07762 0.1158 0.002289 0.4525  
Predicted Values: Y|X 
0 1 
0.93 0.07  
First Differences in Expected Values: E(Y|X1)-E(Y|X) 
Mean Standard 

Deviation 
2.5% 97.5% 

0.6486 0.3024 -0.1207 0.9756 
Risk Ratios: P(Y=1|X1)/P(Y=1|X) 
Mean Standard 

Deviation 
2.5% 97.5% 

67.6 188.6 0.6289 410.8 
Notes: Number of Simulations: 1000 
Y: Mainstream Blog Link to Alternative Blog 
X: Freeman Centrality Score 
Expected Values: E(Y|X) 
 
Although the data show support for my hypothesis, the use of 
network analysis in a statistical model may be contested. Network 
interactions, unlike observations in a linear or logit regression, 
are seen as interdependent. However, my empirical analysis of 
mainstream link probability and Freeman Centrality scores, do not 
violate the contestation between both methods of analysis. Each 
Freeman Centrality Score is independent in that this particular 
score only accounts for baseline links within the network. A direct 
link with one blog does not detract from another blog‘s ability to 
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create another link with that same blog. This argument for a 
statistical and network analysis divide does not apply for this 
particular study.  
 
Figure 1. Graphical Representations of the Logit Model 

 
 
7. Conclusion  
 
The central concern of this paper was to determine if mainstream 
blogs are more likely to connect with alternative blogs that have a 
higher level of influence within their sphere. The inadvertent 
marginalization of alternative political blogs from discussions of 
the American political blogosphere has offered an incomplete 
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understanding of political blog influence to date. My research uses 
a logistic regression model to regress both the Freeman Centrality 
and Mainstream Blog Link variables from the blog sample. From 
my findings, I can infer that the Freeman Centrality score of an 
alternative blog does indeed have a positive effect on a 
mainstream blogs decision to establish a direct link. The data 
support the alternative hypothesis: Freeman Centrality has a 
positive effect on a direct link from a mainstream blog to an 
alternative blog.   
 
These results are significant to the concept of political influence in 
terms of interactions both internal and external to the alternative 
blog network. This means that a mainstream political blog would 
be more likely to link to alternative political blogs that are more 
centralized within their alternative blog network. Implicitly, 
alternative blogs that are empowered by their status within the 
blogs network become more powerful by being linked to larger 
mainstream political blogs. Alternative blogs that are connected 
by association with alternative blogs connected to mainstream 
actors may also be strategically aligned for resource benefits from 
that mainstream site. The very links themselves among these 
political blogs could be used as politically beneficial leverage in 
communication as well. 
 
Mainstream political blogs are not connecting to the alternative 
blogs as shown in the model. Of the possible connections that 
exist, mainstream blogs make only 7 percent of those possible 
ties. Alternative blogs, or racial-ethnic blogs in this sample, are 
largely isolated from the mainstream. But of those that are 
connected to the mainstream, this model shows that alternative 
blogs are not only connected to the mainstream blogosphere, but 
their internal interactions can have an impact on mainstream 
blogroll linking patterns. The impact that alternative blogs may 
have on mainstream blogs has broad implications for the future of 
studying political blog influence. My research suggests that 
publics with fewer hyperlinks and smaller audiences may have an 
impact on mainstream blogs. The primary aim of this study is to 
highlight the need to look beyond mainstream blogs when 
researching political blog influence. Continued research on 
alternative blogs that move political blog influence research from 



CEU Political Science Journal. Vol. 5, No. 3 

 375  

the mainstream to the margins of the blogosphere, can further 
the academic goal of understanding influence in political blog 
networks. 
 
For a future study, I plan increase the number blogs within each 
group35. I also plan to examine how the conservative-liberal 
argument that was made in prior research could affect affiliations 
within alternative blog connections to the mainstream. The map 
of the blog network,36 seems to suggest that political orientation 
of the alternative blogs may also come into play for mainstream 
blog links.  
 
More extensive research on the issue of alternative blogs is of 
significant consequence to our understanding of political influence 
in the blogosphere. I plan to extend future research to LGBTQ, 
Feminist and other racial-ethnic minority blogs. Yet, it must be 
noted that many of the blogs in the sample alternative 
community are also concerned with LGBTQ and women’s issues, 
despite being identified as solely ethnic-minority blogs in this 
study. Multiple identity attributes are relatively common in the 
alternative blogosphere.  
 
In addition, it is entirely plausible that blogs that do not espouse 
a discrete commitment to political discourse (such as 
entertainment or popular culture blogs) can have political 
conversations. A similar study of blogs that do not explicitly 
discuss politics could reveal new implications for online political 
discourse.  
 
Over 200 years ago, Paine‘s eloquent Common Sense pamphlet 
offered “simple facts, plain arguments and common sense” that 
helped to sustain a Revolution. His voice alone helped to shape 
modern American views of liberty. Similarly, the activist, 
pamphleteering spirit of yesteryear, embodied by the entire 
blogosphere, has helped to form a place for public political 
discourse, mainstream and alternative blog alike.  
 

                                                
35  See appendix, Figure 2 

36  See appendix, Figure 3 
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Appendix 
Figure 2. Blog Sample 
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Figure 3. Blog Network 
 
 

 
 
Legend for blogs included in the sample network  
(an arrow pointing toward a node indicates an external tie from 
another blog, a line with no arrow indicates and outward tie to 
an external blog): 
Mainstream American Political Blogosphere 
African American Political Blogosphere 
Latino American Political Blogosphere 

 
 
 
 




