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András Koltay
The internet as media,  press freedom and the democratic 
publicity – Towards a regulation of online publicity

In recent years the internet has brought about a considerable upheaval in our lives; as a 
new medium it carried the promise of completely renewing democratic publicity. The 
purpose of the present paper is to examine the extent to which the internet has lived 
up to that promise, whether the state may have a role to play in relation to the practical 
realisation and everyday utilisation of the substance of this promise. In order to answer 
this question, the paper briefly reviews the concept of the freedom of the press with 
respect to the question of the public service obligations burdening the subject of this 
freedom, obligations which are necessarily the basis for the regulation of the internet. 
The paper discusses the regulation of the internet, online services and the freedom of 
the press, the state of democratic publicity on the internet and, finally, the transforma-
tion of ‘traditional’ media and journalism.
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Emília Barna
Where the bedroom as studio meets online social  media –
The Budapest lo-f i  scene

The paper looks at the example of the so-called Budapest lo-fi music scene. It examines 
the cultural construction, particularly in terms of gender, of online platforms functioning 
as spaces for the distribution of music products created with the help of affordable home 
recording technology, and for the collective practices of music making. The online plat-
forms become linked with the space of the bedroom, which, as a private environment 
housing accessible and controllable technology, in theory guarantees a protected crea-
tive sphere. My main questions regard, firstly, the extent to, and manner in which the 
scene can be considered democratic in gender terms within the context of the pop-rock 
world. Secondly, the role played in this by flexible models and accessible opportunities 
provided by home recording technology, and technology for online music sharing and 
social networking, such as Bandcamp and Tumblr. And thirdly, the particular relation-
ship to technology as reflected in the attitudes, tastes of musicians.
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Nóra Nyírő
Media technology innovation, acceptance and diffusion – 
fast-forward or not?

Digital media technology is part of ’new media’ as a phenomenon, and is in the forefront 
of social and individual use, research and market positioning. This article does not aim to 
define new and old, modern and traditional media, but aims to analyse users’ acceptance 
patterns regarding new technologies appearing subsequently, one after the  other. The 
research presented int he article examines digital video recorder technology in relation 
of live television viewing, and tries to identify the influencing factors of its acceptance. 
From a theoretical point of view, the study proved the relevance of integrating media 
technology acceptance model and gratification theory. Also, from a practical point of 
view, it provides a detailed case study of the acceptance of digital video recorder tech-
nology.
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Imre Mátyus
The Social  and Ideological  Background  
of Open Source Software Development

In the development of info-communication technologies one should study not only the 
rule of distinct trends and technological innovation, but also the social and ideological 
context of their emergence – the sphere of different values, norms and ideas. A promi-
nent example for the pivotal role of ideological background of computing is free and 
open source development, for it was strongly influenced by its social context from the 
beginnings. Here I would like to show – mostly through the example of Ubuntu Linux 
distribution – what kind of social impacts, visions, expectations were and are present in 
open source development, and how do they influence technological development and 
the concepts of community? In this article I try to provide an overview on the social 
context, the dominant ideas and professional practices behind Linux development from 
the 1960s until today. 
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Petra Háhner
Paper versus screen – University students  
and digital  reading

In the second half of the 20th century electric text was invented and today digital read-
ing is gaining more and more importance in the developed world. As a result, reading 
habits and strategies are changing which might have an effect on cognitive competen-
cies.  This study investigates the attitude of four groups of university students towards 
using digital texts and the increasing role of digital reading in higher education. The 
results show that the participants (aged between 20 and 25) prefer using printed and 
digital texts at the same time, because both formats have their specific function in the 
study process.

Keywords: comprehension, digital culture, e-book, education,  
new media, reading 84

Róbert Takács
Social  and cultural expectations regarding  
the Western and Eastern television broadcasting  
in Hungary and the Social ist  Bloc after 1953

After 1948 the political publicity and the related theoretical reflections in the states of 
the Soviet bloc were split from Western media and communication theories, while the 
existing practice was based on the denial of ‘bourgeois journalism’. The study focuses 
on the question whether the appearance and proliferation of television – that coincided 
with the period of de-Stalinization and the re-establishment of Western cultural contacts 
in the East – provoked different reactions from the cultural and political elites of the 
state socialist countries. The study points out that based on differing character of the 
socialist political system the expectations concerning the propaganda horizons, social 
effects and cultural opportunities of the new medium in general were also different. 
Nevertheless, the practice also brought similar symptoms.
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Tamás Tófalvy
From Technopessimism to Digital  Utopia –  
Cultural Construction of Communication and Media 
Technologies

How are new communication and media technologies constructed in the network of 
social and cultural values? How are the notions of good and evil technologies born and 
what particular aspects or continuity can be found in the attachment of values to tech-
nology? In this paper, focusing on those questions I aim to examine the role of social 
context in the cultural construction of communicaion and media technologies, through 
the examples of some peculiar ideological formations that have been formed over time 
by value attachments to technologies, from technopessimism to utopias. 
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