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English Abstracts

Bolgár, Dániel: Integration to the ‘Land of Assimilation.’ The Explanation of the Law 
of the Conservation of Jewishness
There is a general agreement in scholarly literature that the integration of Jews into the modern 
society and nation has run a different course than that of any other people. There is nothing 
unusual about the Jews acquiring the other culture, their relations with the majority of so-
ciety growing and as a result, the Jew and non-Jew communities becoming gradually inter-
woven, leading to an assimilation of their cultures. Throughout these processes, the Jewry 
achieved integration in a speedy manner. However, it is rather peculiar that their Jewish 
identity was still recorded meaning they were being distinguished. In other terms: the law 
of the conservation of Jewishness prevailed. This phenomenon is presented by historians 
both as a peculiarity and an incomprehensible contradiction while others explain it with the 
widespread anti-Semitic/anti-modernist notions. The goal of this study, on the one hand, is 
to clarify the aforementioned confusion and to offer a hypothetical explanation to this ‘riddle,’ 
and on the other hand, to indicate that one should not always suspect revulsion behind the 
constant distinction of Jewishness.

The author aims to work out an explanatory scheme for the ‘non-assimilation’ of Jews. To 
begin with, by situating them within Ernest Gellner’s theory of nationalism and pointing out 
that the conservation of Jewishness, even though it cannot be understood within this frame-
work, can be accommodated well in the modern industrial society. Therefore, what should 
be investigated is the function of the integration, but at the same time ‘non-assimilation’ of 
Jews into this context. As a second step, the article aims to supplement the theory of Ernest 
Gellner, by showing that the origin of modernity which is, according to Gellner, character-
ized by the multiplicity of labour and the homogeneity of culture, needs clarification on the 
conceptual level. The sphere of production has to be separated from that of culture and the 
concepts of labour and ethnicity also have to be detached from complex premodern social 
homogeneity.

Finally, the author concludes that the Jews – as opposed to others – were not absorbed 
into the nation, because the name ‘Jew’ not only denoted ethnicity but also had positive con-
notations from the viewpoint of the labour market. Their name was practically understood 
as an occupation, and when they left the Land of Agriculture behind for the Land of Industry, 
they had already been associated with the industrial sphere. Therefore, from this point of 
view, the fact the Jews ‘kept’ their Jewishness after their integration into society should not 
be considered as the result of the widespread anti-Semitic or antimodernist ideas, but rather 
the triumph of modernity over nationalism.

Erdős, Zoltán: Memory and Identity in the Hungarian Puritan Sermons of the 
17th Century
The aim of this study is to reconstruct the role historical memory could play in the forma-
tion of national identity at the end of the early modern period. The main source material 
of this inquiry consists of the Puritan religious literature of the late 17th century. As for 
historical memory, the theoretical framework of the article is based on the theories of Maurice 
Halbwachs, Jan Assmann and Harald Weinrich; as for the concept of nation characteristic of 
this period, the approaches of Jenő Szűcs and Anthony D. Smith are used. The texts in ques-
tion used historical examples and references for a variety of purposes (to delight, to provide 
moral guidelines and to educate) and set them in a variety of contexts. Solely on an analytical 
basis, three types of discourse can be separated. Firstly, the events and characters of Hun-
garian history were presented within the framework of the history of salvation. Secondly, 
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the adequate understanding of the past (the Jewish-Hungarian parallels, the continuity of 
the empire or the theory of fatal periods) aided the understanding of the nation’s destiny. 
Finally, the past could provide a fertile ground for contemporary political discourses and 
a basis for particular political programmes. These discourses – combining a variety of ele-
ments stressed disparately – were connected and often intertwined, hence serving as a posi-
tive basis for the formation of national identity.

Eszik, Veronika: Rival Nationalisms within the Framework of Liberal Legislation. 
The Case of Croatian Schools at the End of the 19th Century
It is a commonplace in nationalism research that the introduction of compulsory education 
and education in general are the most efficient tools of creating nation states: for the homog-
enization of culture, the clarification of the idea of the nation, and in general, for the con-
struction of the nation state. In order to supplement this general method this study focuses 
on the example of Croatia, and attempts to point out that even though the state aimed to 
control the education of its citizens, it respected certain autonomies which were capable of 
self-restriction. Both the Eötvös legislation and its Croatian counterpart, the Mažuranić leg-
islation, declared academic freedom, leaving the right to control schools to the local govern-
ments in many important respects. As a consequence, entangled relations developed on the 
local level, as the network of Mažuranić had many rivals, not restricted by legislation. In the 
second part of the article, using the example of an individual case, the author aims to show 
the presence and clash of rivalling national discourses.

Kárpáti, Attila István: Examining Regional Identity in Szilágy County at the Turn 
of the 19th and 20th Centuries
The statue of Miklós Wesselényi, still standing in the main square of Zilah, belongs to one 
of the rare monuments preserving the memory of the Count of Zsibó. However, the work of 
János Fadrusz not only represents the processes of commemoration; the elements of identity 
formation can also be mapped by the examination of the unveiling ceremony. The study 
aims to examine the formation of regional identity of Szilágy County, which came into exist-
ence in 1876. By relying on the letters of readers published in regional weekly newspapers 
between 1876 and 1883 and a geography textbook from 1883, republished in 1885, the author 
made an attempt to reconstruct the elements of regional self-determination within the new 
administrative framework. Additionally, by focusing on the speeches recited during the in-
auguration ceremony of the Wesselényi and Töhötöm statues, the strategies of the local elite 
directed towards the establishment of a regional identity were examined.

Koselleck, Reinhart: War Memorials. Identity Formation of the Survivors
In the article, published originally in 1979, the author analyses the history of war memorials 
from the French Revolution till the late 20th century. The representations of the idea that life 
and death are merged are as old as humanity itself. However, war memorials are unique 
in the sense that they raise the question of the validity of death besides mere commemora-
tion. Not only do they stipulate the identity of the dead (hero, martyr, victor), but they also 
confront the survivor with an ‘identificatory offer’: the dead served a cause that the beholder 
has to internalize so that the sacrifice was not in vain. However, this meaning is created not 
by the dead, but by those erecting memorials. The author shows how the suppression of 
the Christian understanding of death after the French Revolution made it possible to create 
meanings on purely political and social grounds. Memorials erected in the name of the na-
tion state emphasised the equality not in death, but within the framework of the state. In this 
way, war memorials became democratic, and the fallen became part of the commemoration 
processes regardless of their ranks. However, parallel to this, the memorials emphasising the 
importance of the remembrance of both rivalling parties gradually disappeared. According 
to the author, with the passing of time, the originally suggested identity has fallen outside of 
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the focus of those establishing the memorials, thus the self-identification of the dead can be 
grasped as the only identity represented by war memorials.

Lászlófi, Viola: Peasants into Kurucs. The Creation of the Cult of Rákóczi in North-
Eastern Hungary in the 20th Century
During the winter of 1961–1962, Mátyás Molnár, the former director of the Vay Ádám Muse-
um of Vaja and the folklorist Imre Ferenczi decided to collect the folk myths connected to the 
figure of Ferenc II Rákóczi in Szabolcs-Szatmár County. Their interpretation of the collected 
material was not unique: they read them as evidence for their primordialist conception, and 
defined them as if they were proof of the age-long national identity of the peasants.

The aim of this article, on the one hand, is to re-examine these texts by reading them within 
the context of Ernest Gellner’s modernist theory of nationalism, and to find out whether these 
texts preserve actual memories of Rákóczi or there is another viable explanation for the exist-
ence of this tradition in North-Eastern Hungary. Philological research reveals that the his-
torical knowledge of the informants can partly be found in school-books or publications 
made especially for the people, all of them published in the 19th and 20th centuries. This 
might mean that the people did not remember these stories from before modernity, but they 
most probably read about them, or learnt them in the 20th century. On the other hand, the 
article aims to examine how the methods (planning, implementation and publication) of 
ethnographic research could facilitate the interpretation of the collected texts as real folklore.

Nagy, Ágoston: The Plans for the Insurrection Memorial of Sátoraljaújhely and the 
Languages of Noble Patriotism
Shortly after the fateful encounter of the 14th of June 1809, between Napoleon’s Grand Armée 
and, among others, the regiments of the Hungarian nobility in the vicinity of Győr, Zemplén 
County decided to carry out the proposal of the deputy head of the county, Gábor Lónyai, 
to erect a monument in Sátoraljaújhely, commemorating the fallen soldiers of the comitatus. 
They charged Ferenc Kazinczy and József Dessewffy with the task of making the blueprint, 
which was completed quickly and incited fervent debates. The draft was approved only 
ten years later, in 1821, with serious alterations. In this paper, the author aims to explain on 
the one hand how political languages and arguments were deployed during the debates on 
the monument, in the context of the last noble levy and its collective memory. On the other 
hand, the author makes an attempt to reconstruct the relevance of the memorial as a text (as 
a printed draft) and as tangible object located at a public place as well.

Shelekpayev, Nari: Kazakh Capitals and the Construction of Kazakh National Identity 
in the Post-Soviet Period (1991–2011)
This article explores the urban landscapes of the two major cities in post-Soviet Kazakhstan: 
Almaty and Astana. Almaty, Kazakhstan’s largest city and former capital, is a place with a 
unique landscape and microclimate (it is wedged in a mountain valley), which has retained 
a special status as one of the main cultural and business centres of Central Asia. Astana, 
during the Soviet period, was a peripheral agrarian city which in 1997 became the national 
capital. The current capital of Kazakhstan is a city with very sharp contrasts between ‘past’ 
and ‘contemporary’ styles of architecture and construction. The analysis of their urban archi-
tecture, the organization of public spaces and the toponymy provides information about the 
identity of post-Soviet Kazakhstan. The research is based on texts produced by geographers, 
graphic representations (mainly photographs and postcards), and several textbooks on the 
history of Kazakhstan. The primary research questions look at how historical and political 
change (mainly the transition from Soviet domination to national independence in the 1990s) 
influenced the urban landscape, the role of the urban landscape in the construction of na-
tional identity, and what symbolizes “Kazakhness.” From the temporal point of view, the 
study attempts a diachronic comparison of Soviet and post-Soviet Kazakhstan.
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Sonkoly, Gábor: “Many are Certain that the Centre of Attila’s Empire was Tokaj.” 
National Characteristics in the Hungarian Cultural Landscape Sites of the World 
Heritage List
The aim of the study is to examine how Hungarian World Heritage sites inscribed on the 
UNESCO list as cultural landscapes (Hortobágy National Park, Fertő/Neusiedlersee cul-
tural landscape, Tokaj Wine Region), can be used for historical analysis. In the focus of this 
inquiry stand the representations of the contemporary forms of nation-building and the 
overlap between the national and world heritage landscapes. The author argues that the 
categorization of European nation building-processes of the 19th century, based on a dif-
ferentiation between the existence and lack of national landscapes, can be traced both in 
the World Heritage nominations and the contemporary form of national self-representation. 
The examination of Central European sites revealed that the national landscape – in spite of 
globalisation and mass tourism – was not replaced by a neutral and ubiquitous postmodern 
non-place. In Central Europe, the national territory still remains the site and object of iden-
tity constructions complemented with the presentist discourse of cultural heritage. This is 
well-suited to conceal the internal tensions and various interpretations, as continuity and 
integrity constitute some of the main characteristics of heritage discourse.

Tarafás, Imre: “Diverse nationalities dwelling in our country”. The Representation 
of Non-Hungarian Nationalities in Secondary School Textbooks during the Era of 
the Dual Monarchy
The aim of this article is to approach the question of nationalities in Hungary, which is usually 
analysed from the viewpoint of political history and the history of ideas concentrating on 
the main theorists, on a different level and from a new angle. The depiction of nationalities 
in secondary school history textbooks that were centrally authorised and used as significant 
tools in education serve as the basis for the analysis. It is common knowledge that historical 
argumentation was essential for both the Hungarians and the nationalities. As a first step, 
the author outlines the two main theories offered to handle the question of nationalities (a 
unitary political nation versus a homogenous nation state) and the historical narratives pro-
vided by them. Then, the concepts of ‘nation’ and ‘nationality’ – either presented explicitly 
or implicitly – are discussed, together with the special ‘distinguishing features’ of certain 
nationalities and the standpoint conceived against their historical narratives. Based on the 
analysis, it can be stated that although on the level of explicit qualification considerable di-
versity is shown, Hungarian history was presented within the framework of a linguistic and 
ethnic unity, thus not transmitting the image the theorists of a unitary political nation, but 
rather that of a homogenous nation state.

Tömöry, Miklós: National Self-Representation in a Multi-ethnic City and Beyond. 
Serbian Beseda at Pest in 1867
The study analyses the beseda ceremony organised by the “Serbian youth” of Pest on the 26th 
of January 1867. By focusing on the genre of the ceremony, its programme and reception, and 
also by introducing the organisers and participants, the author aims to locate the ceremony 
within the framework of the multi-ethnic city and also on the cultural-political map of the 
Serbian diaspora. The study brings forth a number of possible research questions and argues 
that the genre of the ceremony and the discourses around it can be understood as parts of 
the processes of Serbian nation-building and the strengthening of Serbian national identity. 
It is important to highlight the pursuit of self-representation on the part of the organisers, 
who aimed to present Serbian culture to the diverse population of the city, and also made 
an attempt to reach out to the members of the diaspora dwelling outside the borders of the 
Monarchy. While the Diet was preparing for the Austro-Hungarian Compromise of 1867, 
the beseda was complemented with contemporary political overtones, regarding its pro-
gramme, prominent guests as well as the reactions of the wider public.


