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Gábor Boros
Contrasts for Philosophers’ Quar-

tet: Dilthey, Husserl, Heidegger –
interpreted by Georg Misch
Keywords: correspondences Dilthey-
Husserl, Husserl-Misch, Misch-Hei-
degger, phenomenology, philosophy
of life, hermeneutical logic, back-
ground to the early Heidegger and
the mature Husserl
One of the most intriguing cons-
tellations in the German philo-
sophy of the first part of the 20th

century is the relation between
Dilthey, Husserl, Heidegger, and
Georg Misch. Misch began his
career as Dilthey’s pupil and an
influential professor in Göttingen,
staying in contact with the today
much better-known thinkers in
various ways. Due to the Nazi
regime, his philosophical activity
was confined to the years before
1933, afterwards he elaborated on
and published the volumes of his
monumental History of Autobiogra-
phy. His philosophical work is in-
teresting today mostly for the pro-
found way of his struggling with
the principles of the innovative
philosophies of Husserl and Hei-
degger, with no chance to work out
his own philosophy, being and
remaining too much in the shadow
of Dilthey. In my paper I follow the
development of their relationship
from the 1911 correspondence bet-
ween Dilthey and Husserl until
that between Misch and Husserl,
viz. Heidegger, after the publica-
tion of Misch’s Lebensphilosophie
und Phänomenologie.

Tamás Demeter
“Streit um die Wissenssoziolo-

gie” in Hungary
Keywords: debate, Hungarian cul-
ture, sociology of knowledge, Karl
Mannheim, Mihály Babits
The essay explores the potential
contributors and positions in a
“Streit um die Wissenssoziologie”
that could have taken place in
Hungary. Mannheim’s sociology of
knowledge was surrounded by
heated controversies in Germany,
and it seems that a similarly fruit-
ful and insightful debate could have
arisen in Hungary too between the
two world wars. Although the
debate has never took place, it is
possible to construct its prospects
and potentials from the otherwise
advocated positions on the Hunga-
rian scene. The positions discussed
here include “geistesgeschichtlich”
approaches represented by Lajos
Fülep, Gyula Kornis, Gyula Szekfû
and Tivadar Theinemann. The pa-
per also dwells on the contributions
of Mihály Babits and István Hajnal.

Ferenc Hörcher 
Dialogue and Debate in Wes-

tern Philosophy
Keywords: dialogue, debate, Socra-
tes, Plato, polis, medieval universi-
ty, Italian city state, history of phi-
losophy, culture war
This paper offers an overview of
the way the literary genres of dia-
logue and debate see the history of
Western philosophy through. It
starts out from Plato’s astonishing
use of the dialogue form to recall
the teachings of his master, Socra-
tes, without ever relating it to his
own way of thinking. Plato’s de-
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bate with poets, rhetors and so-
phists is the other pillar of the
narrative, showing that, from its
starting moment, Western philoso-
phy relied on this more agonistic
form of human communication as
well. It relates the two genres to the
form of political discussion in the
Athenian agora, claiming that the
nature of philosophical thought is
just as controversial structurally as
the Athenian innovation of demo-
cracy. Further examples will be
scholastic philosophy in the me-
dieval university and humanistic
rhetoric in the Renaissance Italian
city-states. The final section of the
paper recalls the reflexive nature of
philosophy as one of the reasons for
the dialogic relationship between
its authors and the need to dis-
tinguish between agonistic debate
and culture war.

András Lánczi
On the Nature of Philosophical

Debates: The Strauss-Kojève Con-
troversy on Tyrrany and Phi-
losophy
Keywords: debate, tyranny, plight
of philosophy, quarrel between
ancients and moderns, Leo Strauss
and Alexandre Kojève, hidden dia-
logue, historicism, modern relati-
vism, ancient wisdom
There are a number of writings
dedicated to the analysis of the
controversy between Leo Strauss
and Alexandre Kojève on tyranny
and the aim of philosophy. This
essay makes an attempt to focus
not so much on the contents of
their particular debate, but on the
character of their exchange. The
gist of the argument is that
philosophy as such is based on
various forms of debates including
hidden dialogues, discussions or
exchanges of ideas. Methodologi-

cally the Strauss-Kojève debate is a
blueprint for the quarrel between
ancients and moderns in the 20th

century. One has to take a side of
either historicism or the classical
view of politics and the nature of
philosophy on the whole.

Tamás Pavlovits
Debate around the Infinite

Keywords: philosophy, infinite,
Descartes, Leibniz and Malebranche
In the 17th century the most lively
philosophical debate concerned
the origin of ideas in the mind. In
this study we analyze this debate
in a specific aspect, in the context
of the origin of the idea of infinity.
We present the opposing argu-
ments. The empiricists claim that
the idea of infinity is formed in the
mind from quantities finite by
their increase. Descartes, Leibniz
and Malebranche claim, on the
other hand, that the mind posses-
ses the idea of infinity originally
and say that this idea, as it is in the
mind, cannot be formed from finite
ideas. 

Dániel Schmal
Mendacity, Duplicity and Am-

biguity in the Early Modern Age:
Some Remarks on the Methodo-
logy of the History of Philosophy
Keywords: dissimulation, mental
reservation, amiguity, equivocity,
Henry Garnet, William Shakes-
peare, Macbeth, gunpowder plot
The article addresses two different
but interrelated questions as to the
methodology of the history of phi-
losophy after the end of the great
narratives. The first concerns the
criteria by which historical debates
can be identified as “philosophi-
cal”. The second deals with a
particular debate at the beginning
of modern times on the use of
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certain techniques of dissimula-
tion: mental reservation and ambi-
guity. The idea is that by exploring
this particular debate, one can gain
important insights into the nature
of philosophical debates in general.
To this end, we describe the back-
ground of this controversy, observe
the different philosophical justifi-
cations behind the techniques
proposed, and explain the moral
and political consequences of the
positions. The conclusion is that
no clear definition can be applied
to philosophical problems as phi-
losophical ones. The more rigo-
rously we enforce a priori criteria,
the less the real issues can be
understood. That said, the lesson is
not that the philosophical app-
roach must be abandoned, but that
a kind of “double vision” is to be
applied to the problems under
study. What it means is to keep in
mind the criteria of philosophical
reasoning on the one hand, and to
be prepared to give them up when
necessary, on the other.

Miklós Szalai
God, Evil, and the Nature of

Light: Skeptical Theism and Ab-
ductive Arguments
Keywords: God, evil, theodicy, ab-
ductive inference
The “problem of evil” is the oldest
and most serious philosophical
objection to Christian-type theism.
In current analytical philosophy it
appears generally as the “evidential
argument from evil”, inductive
arguments based on the facts about
evil, for the conclusion that God
doesn’t exist. Analytical philoso-
phers of religion developed a new
theistic defensive approach to the
argument, called “skeptical theism”.
According to “skeptical theism”,
we couldn’t rely on the evidential

arguments from evil because of the
limitations of human cognitive
powers. The American agnostic
philosopher Paul Draper approaches
the problem from a new angle, in a
way of abductive inference. Accor-
ding to Draper, the non-existence
of God is the best explanation of
the distribution of pain and plea-
sure in human and animal life.
This study evaluates Draper’s argu-
ment and the “skeptical theists’”
objections to it.

Gábor Szécsi
Narrative and Mediatization

Keywords: narrativity, new media,
mediatization, folk psychology, nar-
rative identity
In their communicative acts, indi-
viduals infer the mental states and
events in the background of ob-
served acts with the help of
structures for the organization of
events offered by narratives. Narra-
tive thinking, however, has a signi-
ficant role in the formation of the
self and identity. In fact, to such an
extent that the self is seen as the
product of narrative thinking, a
fictional character is emerging at
the intersection of autobiographi-
cal narratives. In my study I inves-
tigate what effect the narrative
interpretative schemes used in
everyday communication have on
our conceptualization of the self,
on our self-image, while I also in-
tend to analyze what effect media
narratives displaying intentions,
beliefs and desires have on the
narratives of identity-construction
of people using media in mediati-
zed culture. The purpose of the
present essay is to demonstrate
that analyses like this can, in the
long run, contribute to a great ex-
tent to the preparation of models
and philosophical concepts targe-126
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ting the description of the functio-
ning and formation of narratives
that capitalize on the shared cog-
nitive structures of human motiva-
tional factors, goals, emotions and
actions.

Ákos Windhager
Identity, Invention and Youth:

The Clash of Generations in Hun-
garian Musical Culture in 1925
Keywords: Mihalovich, Kodály, edu-
cation, national identity, modernism
The Hungarian musical culture’s
sharpest, but natural (not politi-
cally forced) clash of generations
took place in 1925, when the
former director of the Hungarian
Academy of Music, Ödön Mihalo-
vich and the middle-aged Kodály
fought a duel in the press. The two,
different-styled composers tried to
dominate the student composers’

education. Mihalovich wanted to
protect the students from the
newest modernist trends taught by
Kodály, while Kodály disavowed
his former boss’s national identity,
to eliminate his musical produc-
tion. The victor of the duel was Ko-
dály, and the victory made him the
leader of the young Hungarian
musicians. This duel determined
musicology, the canon and the
concert repertoire as well. Miha-
lovich’s romantic orchestral pieces
and the Romantic Hungarian
symphonic oeuvre disappeared
from concert life and music history
books. The moral of this loss – the
missing opuses in the concerts, the
canon and music history writing –
also deconstructs the international
and national position of Kodály,
the inventor of modern Hungarian
music.
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