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László Csorba 
The Kossuth Emigration (1849-

1867) 
Keywords: Lajos Kossuth, Hungarian
Revolution and War of Independence,
emigration
The Hungarian political emigration,
active between 1849 and 1867, which
is often called the “Kossuth emigra-
tion”, became a shaping part of Hun-
garian and world history in the second
half of the 19th century in at least five
respects. On the one hand, it nurtured
a direct relationship with the Hunga-
rian resistance movement, on the other
hand, through the press and personal
contacts, it influenced the policies of
several Western states regarding the
Habsburg Empire. At the same time, it
also communicated the opinion of fo-
reign countries about Hungary and built
the image of a freedom-loving Hungary
in European public opinion, while
sometimes also pressing the Habsburg
power to take steps that perhaps would
not have been taken without such
pressure; nor can one ignore the fact
that the members of the emigration
used their knowledge and talents in
different countries of the world for the
benefit of the people living there.

Tibor Frank 
“In Close Relationship”: Leó Szi-

lárd and Albert Einstein 
Keywords: Leó Szilárd, emigration, Al-
bert Einstein, political mediation
The author outlines the life of nuclear
physicist and later biologist Leó Szi-
lárd, from his youthful years in Buda-
pest to his stay in Germany, England,
and then the United States. He pre-
sents his close relationship with Albert
Einstein and their long-lasting coope-
ration. For the past thirty-five years,
Einstein has supported the efforts of
his former student and then colleague.
Their unbroken cooperation regarding
the fateful matters of the 20th century
demonstrates their social sensitivity

and their conviction that the goal of
science must always be to serve
humanity.

Gábor Gyáni
The Great Exodus

Keywords: migration, mid-19th and
mid-20th century, America, Hungary
As a clear sign of globalization nearly
fifty million Europeans moved to the
United States between the mid-19th

and mid-20th century. Hungarian citi-
zens also took a part in the process
during the decades of the late 19th and
early 20th century. Their number, ac-
cording to the data of turnover, could
be around one million and three
hundred thousand. Since every third
outmigrant had finally returned, and a
great number of them did the distance
several times between America and
Hungary, the actual human loss of the
country could be at best nine hundred
thousand. The extent of overseas mig-
ration, however, was much less than
the interregional one happening within
the boundaries of the country and/or
Europe. The migrants were recruited
mainly from the poor agrarian popula-
tion, and the non-Hungarian nationa-
lities. The geographical distribution of
the movement was also highly selec-
tive: the emigration centers coincided
with a few marginal areas (counties
and groups of villages).

János Kalmár
The Effect of Ottoman Rule on

Hungary’s Demographics from the
16th to the 18th Century
Keywords: Hungary, 16th-18th centuries,
demographics, changes
The study analyses the changes in
Hungary’s demographics from the 16th

to the 18th century. After outlining the
medieval antecedents, it presents the
changes during the Ottoman era, and
then deals in detail with the events
after the period of Turkish occupation
(resettlement, internal migration, and
the increase in the proportions of the
nationalities).
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András Lénárt 
When Everything Came Together:

The Reception of the 1956 Hungarian
Emigrants
Keywords: 1956, Hungary, emigration
After the 1956 revolution, nearly two
hundred thousand people left Hunga-
ry. Most of them settled permanently
in other countries and relatively few
returned. Reaching and crossing the
western border was a difficult task, but
it still seemed a realistic undertaking
compared to previous years. Indeed,
the technical border lockdown at the
Austrian border was lifted in the
spring of this year in the context of the
general easing of political tensions at
the international level. The study uses
statistics compiled in 1960 to show
exactly where the emigrants settled.
Based on contemporary UN and NATO
reports, it seems that the situation of
the groups that have been considered
political refugees by the developed
Western states has evolved positively.
The Hungarians were initially very
positively received by Western public
opinion. Additionally, the demogra-
phic characteristics of emigrants have
also facilitated rapid employment and
the start of integration. 1956 was thus
an exceptional moment in the history
of international migration, when (al-
most) everything came together.

Gábor Nyári 
The First Years of the 1945 Emi-

gration
Keywords: World War II, Hungarians,
emigration, the Forty-Fivers
The end of the Second World War found
almost one million Hungarian citizens –
both civilians and soldiers – beyond the
country’s western borders, mainly on
the territory of the crumbling Third
Reich. The majority returned home in a
short time, but about two hundred fifty
thousand people – mainly military offi-
cers and civilian intellectuals, who 
feared the usually unjustified retalia-
tion in Hungary – chose to emigrate,
thus creating the group of the so-
called Forty-Fivers. In the early days,

the prisoners of war and the refugees
struggled primarily for survival in the
camps. Then, in 1948-1949, at the time
of the establishment of the two Ger-
man states, the lowering of the Iron
Curtain, the communist takeover in
Hungary, and the stabilization of the
international situation, seeing that
they could not return to their home-
land soon, they chose emigration and
integration. At the same time, the Forty-
Fivers have preserved their identity,
their language, their traditions, and
they have built a worldwide system of
relationships. The present study pre-
sents the group composition of the
Forty-Fivers as well as their fate after
World War II.

Pál Pritz 
The Emigration of Count Mihály

Károlyi and Oszkár Jászi
Keywords: Mihály Károlyi, Oszkár Jászi,
emigration, Little Entente, historical 
reception
The author presents the complexity of
the October emigration in an analytical
way, along with the inevitable breakup
between Károlyi and Jászi. The study
presents their unlucky relationship
with the Little Entente and the way in
which they have harmed the interests
of the country with their politics. It
discusses the reasons for the partial re-
ception of Károlyi in the socialist era
and the ongoing hostility against Jászi.
Finally, it also presents the reasons for
the lack of Jászi’s reception after the
1989-90 regime change, as well as the
role of the nation’s structure and its
division, the long-time rule of the
Alliance of Free Democrats (SZDSZ),
the mechanism of scapegoating, and
Jászi’s oeuvre. 

Ferenc Tóth 
“Man Roams the Earth in the Midst

of So Much Uncertainty...”: The Rá-
kóczi Emigration and Its Historical
Significance
Keywords: Ferenc Rákóczi II, war of
independence, 18th century, emigration
Ferenc Rákóczi II is a favorite figure in
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European history, which is partly due to
the fact that after the failure of the war
of independence (1703-1711) he was
forced into a long exile. The story of the
emigrant prince and his comrades was
one of the most popular and contro-
versial topics in our national history,
whose perception changed from era to
era. The study tries to point out the
significance of the Rá kó czi emigration
through the historical sketch of the
Peace of Sa tu Mare, based on recent
research. The prince, who was forced to
emigrate to Turkey after the years spent
in France, and the Hungarian fugitives
who have followed him not only re-
ceived refuge in their new home in
Tekirdağ, but also established a new
Hungarian emigrant political and spiri-
tual cen ter. He re, along with the unrea-
lized foreign policy plans, such master-
pieces were created as Rákóczi’s Confes-
sions (Confessio peccatoris) or the Let-
ters from Turkey of Kelemen Mi kes. The
Hungarians from Tekirdağ and their
compatriots forced into French exile
have played an important role in the
eastern arena of French secret diplo-
macy and also in the spread of Hunga-
rian hussarship in Wes tern Europe.

Klá ra Vö rös 
An Analysis of the Identity Crisis of

Transylvanian Hungarian Emigrant
Intellectuals
Keywords: Transylvania, Hungarian
intellectual, Hun ga ry, migration, iden-
tity crisis
The leitmotif of this study consists in
tracking and understanding the path of
the Transylvanian Hungarian intelli-
gentsia who moved to Hun ga ry during
the exo dus beginning in the 1980s. The
author’s research, carried out through
the coping questionnaire and the in-
depth interview guided by specific
criteria, involved 50 subjects. It high-
lights the specific situation of a mino-
rity, determined by the history of that
age, in which forced emigration proved
to be an important factor, the reasons
for their decision to emigrate, and the
factors of the subsequent identity crisis
and its attempted solutions. The au-
thor presents an authentic picture of
their condition and analyzes it in an
unbiased way, based on the aspects of
the identity crisis reflected in indi-
vidual destinies.
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