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Between the two World Wars, the
representative space of the New York
Hotel's café in Kolozsvár/Cluj has
become the center of the city's cultural
elite, with an effervescent literary and
press life. It was also the space of the
famous “Palaver Post”, the table com-
pany of writers and journalists. Its iro-
nic named stemmed from a wordplay
on the famous “Dunaposta” (“Danu-
bian Post”) news agency of Budapest,
which has become here “Dumaposta”.
Its president was the solicitor Jenõ
Neumann, and one of the most noted
members was none other than Gábor
Gaál, editor-in-chief of the “Korunk”.
This intellectual circle consisted ini-
tially of leftist intellectuals, but has
later become much more diversified,
including – among representatives of
many other professional groups –
journal editors, writers and physicians
of different persuasions (bourgeois
radicals, conservatives, liberals, social
democrats, communists, Zionists etc.).
This article contains the names and the
most significant personal data of the
participants, including Edgár Balogh,
Oszkár Bárd, Gyula Csehi, Tibor Déry,
Jenõ Dsida, Benõ Karácsony, Károly
Kós, Miklós Krenner, Ernõ Ligeti,
József Méliusz, György Szántó, Jenõ
Szentimrei.
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Due to its social composition, Kolozs-
vár/Cluj was an ideal breeding ground
for the association movement emerging
in the Reform Era. The association life
in the city began to develop conti-
nuously until the Revolution of 1848,
in the Era of Neoabsolutism a decline

began, and after the Compromise of 1867,
a new era of prosperity followed. In the
initial period the associations declared
ideals of equality, political neutrality,
freedom and tolerance. However, later
these ideals gradualy faded away. In this
paper I intend to analyze the social-based
contradictions and politically-colored
conflicts that existed in the casinos. In
addition, I pose the following question:
how did the casino adopt the current
political trends?

Csaba Gidó 
The Great War and the Food and

Coffee Reserves of the Inhabitants of
Székelyudvarhely/Odorheiu Secuiesc 
Keywords: World War I, Székely Land,
social tensions, coffee houses
The Romanian invasion of 1916 repre-
sents a demarcation for all areas of life
in the history of the Székely Land. The
war has reached the Székely settlements
with all its cruelty, and has brought
about a greater social shock both for
both families and individuals than the
year 1914, when the war broke out. Due
to the Romanian invasion and to the
flight of the inhabitants, the homes,
shops and catering establishments of
the Székely families of Székelyudvar-
hely/Odorheiu Secuiesc were lost to the
looters and the soldiers passing through
the area. All their money saved during
the first years of the war as well as their
food, sugar and coffee stocks have
disappeared due to the hostilities of
1916. Beginning with 1917, the citizens
of this small town had to accept that
their flour, bread, sugar, fat and coffee is
rationed out. If they wanted to have a
sweet coffee in the coffee shop, they had
to bring the sugar from home.
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a city built at the crossing of water and
land routes, which began its develop-
ment at the end of the 17th century, was
vastly influenced by its geographic
position and, more specifically, by its
position next to the Danube and its
multinational character. Along with
the economic and social development,
Újvidék/Novi Sad also has a rich and
interesting history of its spaces con-
nected to the city dwellers’ leisure
time, i.e. its pubs, restaurant and coffee
shops. The world of the Danubian har-
bor, populated by tradespeople, soldiers
and travelers, was complemented here
by the places preferred by the mostly
Serbian citizenship, priests, intellec-
tuals, German tradespeople, Hungarian
bureaucrats and poorer social groups.
The history of the urban leisure spaces
and catering establishments seems to
develop as the scene of Újvidék/Novi
Sad’s social life, reflecting its multina-
tional, multireligious and multicultu-
ral character.
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The catering industry of Cluj/Kolozsvár
started a sweeping development in the
1870s with the many newly established
restaurants, cofee and pastry shops as
well as hotels, which lasted during the
entire dualist era. On the basis of the
articles published in the “Magyar Pol-
gár” (“Hungarian Citizen”) founded by
Miklós K. Papp, this paper provides an
insight into the life of the city’s coffee
shops, restaurants and hotels. The lo-
cal characteristics of catering, with its
charity evenings, billiard exhibitions,
pastry products and other special
features, also reflect the opportunities
provided to tourism by this city. Insti-
tutionalized leisure only included in
this period the skating and the chess
associatation, presented along with the
city’s beach, the Diana Bath.
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